
2022/22 
 

Minutes of extraordinary meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 

23 May 2022 at 

The Reading Room, Avon Dassett 
 

The meeting commenced at 19.00 

1) PRESENT:  Cllr. Trevor Gill (Chairman), Cllr. Phil Baxter, Cllr. Mike Blakeman, 
Cllr. Liz Hirst, Cllr. Darrell Muffitt and, Sarah Richardson and ten members of the public. 
 
2) APOLOGIES:  Jo Jarman (Clerk) 
 
3) Cllr Gill opened the meeting with an apology that the advertised Annual Assembly could 
legally not take place as insufficient notice of the meeting had been given. The advertised 
meeting will now take place on 30 May, which allows time for the statutory notice period. Cllr 
Gill advised that the objective of tonight’s meeting was to launch the Parish Plan. He thanked 
Sarah Richardson, Cllr Hirst and all respondents to the questionnaire for their inputs to 
developing the Parish Plan. 
 
4) Cllr Hirst gave a short recap of the steps that had been followed to produce the Parish Plan 
and reported that Stratford District Council had commended Avon Dassett on the very high 
response rate that had been achieved.  
 
5) Sarah Richardson introduced the Parish Plan and said that its formal approval was being 
considered by Stratford District Council at its meeting. That approval was expected to be 
notified 24 May 2022 after which the Plan would have formal status. After this, copies of the 
Parish Plan will be delivered to every household in the village. Copies of the Parish Plan were 
given to all attendees. 
 
6) Sarah pointed out that the Parish Council had adopted the Parish Plan and was now 
responsible for monitoring progress against the Action Plan. However, she stressed that support 
would be required from volunteers across the community to take forward individual projects, 
as the Parish Council did not have the capacity or resources to take responsibility for all the 
required actions. 
 
7) Sarah highlighted key points in the Action Plan including better communications, improved 
or additional community facilities, a village shop, housing needs, parking, sustainable energy 
and improved facilities for younger people. 
 
8) Cllr Gill thanked Sarah and Cllr Hirst for their work in achieving an excellent Parish Plan 
and opened the meeting for questions. 
 
9) A resident raised questions about the use of St John’s Church and stressed the need for the 
provision of toilet facilities, improved heating and lighting while pointing out that the church 
tower has now been declared unsafe. A discussion followed about which organisations were 
responsible for particular aspects of the church. In particular it was noted that the Parish Council 
is prohibited from spending monies raised by precept on the church, that the Church 
Commissioners are responsible for the fabric of the building and that Stratford DC owns the 
churchyard and holds responsibility for its maintenance (work that is commissioned by the 
Parish Council but recharged to Stratford DC). 
 
10) Cllr Gill requested that any comments or questions on the Parish Plan be directed to the 
Clerk so that these could be properly logged and addressed. 
 
The meeting closed at 19.24. 


