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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 3rd March 2014  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
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1.    APOLOGIES: David Hutt     


Present at Meeting: Trevor Gill, Alastair Whetstone, Chris Campbell, Clerk, Councillor Williams arrived at 


8pm. 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: Trevor Gill made a declaration of interest in the planning 


application for Orchard cottage.  Trevor Gill gave a written application for a dispensation to take part in 


the discussion.  The letter was read by the clerk and the meeting accepted it, the dispensation was 


granted. 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted and signed and dated by 


Alastair Whetstone. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Alastair confirmed that there was nothing from 


Neighbourhood Watch.  The Clerk confirmed that she has registered for emails from the 


Wellesbourne Police and has also asked for the same information from Southam Police if it is 


available. 


b) Playground (including monthly check): Alastair has checked the area and confirmed that it is 


in good order. 


c) Superfast Broadband: Trevor Gill stated that this project is moving forward slowly.  He has 


asked for information on how much people are willing to pay for Superfast Broadband from 


previous consultations. In the meantime Trevor has established that the cost of installation is in 


the region of £500 per household.  Trevor continues to look into this matter to see if funding 


might be available to subsidise the installation fee.   


d) Post Office:  Nothing further to report.  Trevor is organising the removal of the storage heaters. 


e) Update on additional signage/speed reduction scheme:  Nothing further to report. 


f) Emergency Plan:  Trevor Gill has submitted the first draft and is awaiting comments. 


g) Street light replacement: All of the mercury streetlights have now been replaced. 


h) Website: Chris Campbell gave an update that nothing had been heard on the grant for 


the History Group and would follow this up to see if there was any further news. 


ACTION: Chris to contact History Group and see if there is an update on grant 


application. 


i)  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


 Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church:  Various trees and branches have been 


removed from the walls.  Trevor Gill will speak to Patch Byrne to see when the water coming 


from the church hill will be dealt with.  Some of the drains are now blocked with debris and silt 


from the vegetation and road surface.  Once the running water has been dealt with and the road 


repaired, Trevor will ask for the drains to be cleaned.  ACTION: Trevor Gill to contact Patch 


Byrne and establish the plan to deal with the flow of water down the church hill and 


highlight the subsequent need for drains to be cleared. 


Environment/Maintenance 


i)      St John’s: Nothing to report.  


 


j) Green areas:  Trevor confirmed that the Parish Council has now received a rebate for £392 for 


the Parish Council undertaking the maintenance of the green areas previously under the care of 


WCC. 
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 Communication/Administration: Nothing to report 


 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS  


 
1.     County Council Budget – On Thursday 6th February 2014, the County Council met for nine hours to 


agree the most difficult Budget in the 125 year history of the Council with some £92million reduction in 
spending having to be considered due to smaller government grants over the next four years.  To 
protect front line services it has proved necessary to increase Council Tax by 1.99%.  This modest 
increase will amount to less than 50p per week for a Band D house in Warwickshire.  The Budget this 
year has allocated £1.2 million over four years to be invested in Highway Drainage, Gullies and Flood 
Alleviation.  All Household Waste Recycling Centres and Libraries will remain open and there is no 
reduction in the Mobile Library Service.  Highway Maintenance and Gritting will also carry on at the 
current level.  We are also investing in Economic Growth via Schools, Skills and Employment.  
Children and the Elderly are protected by maintaining the spending on Looked-After Children and 
Adult Social Care.  Our two priorities are protecting the most vulnerable residents of Warwickshire and 
stimulating more employment opportunities.  The Council is facing challenging times as public 
services are reshaped to meet any future financial constraints.  


 


2.     Local Government Finance – Currently Councils planning to increase Council Tax in the coming 
financial year are required to hold a referendum if the increase equals or exceeds 2%.  The new limit 
now includes other precepting bodies except Parish Councils.  The Local Government Finance Report 
(England) 2014/15 puts Parish and Town Councils on notice that Council Tax referendum principles 
may be set for them in 2015/16.  I will keep you updated on this important issue. 


 
3. Flood Awareness – Continuing heavy rain and the possibility of flooding in various parts of the 


County has prompted advice on being prepared.  Whilst conditions in our part of Warwickshire have 
not caused the level of disruption widely reported elsewhere in the United Kingdom, prudence in 
preparing robust planning arrangements are now proving more appropriate than ever.  The water 
table is extremely high at the moment and rainfall is not being absorbed by agricultural land.  We are 
probably at risk for the next four or five months from surface water flooding.  The Resilience Team at 
the County are prepared for widespread flood and any associated disruption.  It is essential that your 
Community Emergency Plan is completed and submitted as soon as possible. 


 
4. County Council Meeting Tuesday 25th February – At this meeting there was a Public Interest 


Debate on Unitary Local Government in Warwickshire.  The Council believes that in facing the 
considerable financial challenges that exist in the public sector that any further reduction at 
government grant to local authorities will have so great an impact on the ability to deliver safe and 
quality services that consideration should be given to the re-evaluation of the structure of local 
government and move from the current two tier system to a unity local government.  Consequently, 
WCC believes that it is in the public interest to explore the opportunities of a unitary local 
government.  We will engage with all public and voluntary sectors to develop ideas around this 
working.  Ultimately, it is the public who will decide through a referendum probably in 2017 as to the 
future of local government in Warwickshire.   


 
5. Warwickshire Electoral Boundary Review  - At the meeting of the full Council on 25th February it 


was agreed for the elections in 2017 there would be a reduction in the number of County Councillors 
from 62 to 57.  This would result in an increase of the number of constituents for each Division from 
approx. 7,000 to 8,500.  The review of the actual boundaries is taking place at the present time. 


 
6. New Link Road from M40 to JLR -  Approval was given in mid-February to construct a dual 


carriage highway from Junc.12 of M40 to JLR.  This road will be lit by the latest technology for 
highway llighting and preliminary work has already commenced with the clearing of trees along the 
eastern side of the B4100 and main construction work is scheduled to commence in July/August 
2014. 
 


7. Core Strategy – The District Council is undertaking further Public Consultation on the emerging Core 
Strategy because new technical evidence is suggesting further important changes that will affect how 
many and where new homes are built across the district.  The purpose of this new consultation is to 
invite comments on the following aspects of the Core Strategy. 
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a. Changes to the time frame of the Core Strategy, currently the proposal will 


expire in 2029.  The new date is 2031. 
b. The total number of new homes that need to be built.  The current figure under 


consideration is 9,500 and the new figure is now 10,900. 
c. A range of alternative strategic options for meeting this increased housing 


requirement.  Members will recall that the original Core Strategy called for the 
establishment of a new settlement in Lighthorne Heath.  The new proposals will 
consideration other locations at Long Marston, the south-east edge of Stratford 
and two locations north of Southam.  In addition to the Lighthorne Heath 
proposal which has been reduced from the original figure of 4,900 to 3,000 new 
homes. 


 
The emerging Core Strategy will be debated at the next meeting of the Southam and Feldon 
Community Forum to be held on Wednesday 12th March 2014 at the Dallas Burston Polo Grounds, 
Southam.  As usual, the Police Forum will commence at 6:30 p.m. following by the full agenda at 
7:00 p.m. 
 


8. SDC Council Tax -  At the full meeting of the District Council on Monday 24th February, it was 
agreed that the Council Tax would remain unchanged for the financial year.  We have been able to 
achieve this standstill in Council Tax directly as a result of collaborative working with both Cherwell 
and South Northamptonshire District Councils.  Clearly the future is going to be very difficult due to 
fiscal reasons.  We have introduced a regime of maintaining front-line services by severely curtailing 
back-office operations and cutting back on ‘nice to have projects’. 
 


The Core Strategy consultation document can be viewed on the District Council’s website 


www.stratford.gov.uk/csfurther2014. It is also available to inspect at the District Council offices (Elizabeth 


House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6HX) and at public libraries in the District. 


  


Responses can be made on-line using the link above, by email to planning.policy@stratford-dc.gov.uk or by 


post to Stratford-on-Avon District Council, FREEPOST CV2468, Chief Executive's Unit, Elizabeth House, 


Church Street, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON CV37 6BR. 


 


Comments must be received by the District Council by 5pm on Friday 14 March 2014. 
 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


14/00426/FUL Orchard Cottage.  With dispensation granted at the commencement of the meeting, the three 


councillors deliberated the application.  The comment from the meeting was:  Make 


No Representation 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


- To approve the following accounts for payment: Cheques were signed by Alastair Whetstone 


and Chris Campbell. 


Appendix A 


 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT March 2014, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  


 


Balance at close of business 28/2/14  
Current Account  £ 8,182.52 


Savings Account  £    749.31 * 


 


This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   



outbind://32/www.stratford.gov.uk/csfurther2014

mailto:planning.policy@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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Bank Transactions 


Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   


5 Feb  N Power DD      47.00 


6 Feb    1264      24.30 


7 Feb    1265      107.42 


10 Feb  SDC Maintenance    118.24 


20 Feb  SDC Maintenance    274.00 


26 Feb  D. Tonks       214.06 


 


Deposit Account      In  Out 


10 Feb   Bank Interest   0.03 


  


Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 


3.3.14  J Sherriff (Coffee Feb) 1266     7.04 


3.3.14  SDC (Street light replacement) 1267  500.68 


3.3.14   H. Hide-Wright (expenses Feb) 1268   16.50 


Total Cheques   524.22 


 


Notes: None to add 


 


New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 


 


Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 


St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 


Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.23 


Interest Received    £        0.03 


Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 


 


Total      £    749.31 


- Quarterly budget review 


Mar 2014, 4th Quarter budget update (including expenses up to End Feb 2013) 


Budget £ Spend to date £ % of Budget 


 


Expenditure     8963  6776.26  75.6%    


VAT           391.28 


RR Ins         935 


RR Rates      103 


RR Clean         165 


RR Maintenance     400  50  12.5% 


Clerk Pay        2700  2081.76  77.1% 


Admin      400  413.29  103.3% 


PC Training     150 


WALC       90  90  100% ANNUAL 


CHARGE 


Xmas Cards     0 


Elec supply RR     550  343.79  62.5% *  


Street Light Supply    825  512.82  62.2% ** 


*   A Street light supply invoice had been logged against electricity supply.  This has now been corrected 


Other: Street Light replacement     407.12 


Playground Rental    150 


Website       0  425.77  425.77% (Paid from ring 


fenced) 


Playground     150  65.00  43.33% 


Other      0     50  50% 


Mowing     1800  1534  85.22% 


Audit Fees     200  160  80% 


Safe Fees     20 


Coffee Morning      125  81.47  65.18% 


Election Fees      200  
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Other Funds held by ADPC:   Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 


      St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    358.95 


      Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £       5.23 


      Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 


      Total      £    749.18 


 


Trevor Gill asked for the quarterly review to include income also.  The Clerk confirmed that this could and 


would be done in future. 


 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS: Trevor Gill asked about the Community Laptop Scheme and the discussions 


concluded that at present it was unlikely that anyone could take advantage of the scheme because of the 


application criterion. 


Trevor Gill stated that the Fete Committee are progressing with the next fete.   


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 7
th
 Apr, 12


th
 May, 2


nd
 June, 7


th
 Jul, 4


th
 Aug, 1


st
 Sept, 6


th
 


Oct, 3
rd


 Nov, 1
st
 Dec  


 


The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 


 


 


  








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 6th October 2014  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm        495 
 
1.    APOLOGIES (with acceptance of apologies): Mike Blakeman: apology accepted by meeting.  


Present: Trevor Gill, David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Councillor Chris Williams, Clerk: Helen Hide-Wright. 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: David Hutt read out a letter seeking dispensation in order to make 
the discussion on the planning application quorate. David Hutt is both a resident at Bitham Hall and a 
member of the Management Committee. The letter was read by the Clerk and dispensation was granted.  
See Appendix A. 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Accepted by the meeting and signed and dated by David 
Hutt. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground:  Carry forward to next meeting. 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Email had previously been circulated about a 
suspicious vehicle. 


c) Playground (including monthly check).  Review of Inspection report by RoSPA.  The 
inspection report had been circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that the 
items requiring attention will be dealt with on the Village Tidy up day on the 8th November. 


d) Superfast Broadband: Chris Williams updated the meeting.  See Chris William’s report. 
e) Post Office:  Trevor met Paul Jaspal to discuss the operation of the Post Office.  At 


present the person who normally operated the Post Office is ill.  Paul has suggested 
running an advert seeking 4 or 5 volunteers to operate the Post Office in order to keep it 
open.  ACTION: Trevor and Helen to formulate an advert for the PO. 


f) Avon Dassett Country Fete:  Trevor Gill asked the Fete if they would fund the 
Christmas Events which they agreed to.  In addition, the Parish Council will (subject to 
approval at the Fete AGM) receive some funds to support the tubs and other village 
initiatives.  The Carol Service will be on the 21st December.   


g) Village Tidy-up: Confirmed as the 8th November 10am - noon.  
h) Remembrance:  David Hutt is dealing with the ordering of the wreath.  


i) Christmas:  See item f.  
Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


• Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church:  Trevor Gill has received correspondence 
from Patch Byrne and the matter is ongoing. 


• Speed Reduction Scheme:  The project is proceeding. 


Environment/Maintenance 


j)  Green areas:  The season is coming to an end.     


k) Reading Room maintenance (Purchase of frost stat):  Alastair is looking into this matter. 


 
 Communication/Administration  
 
 l) Administration:  Nothing to report. 


 m)  Review of Parish Councillor Responsibilities: Carry forward to next months meeting. 
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5. COUNCIL REPORTS: County Councillor Chris Williams  


Chris Williams confirmed that the report on the water coming down the hill has been requested and will be 


sent through to the Parish Council.  The road is still to be repaired. 


1. Fire & Rescue Service – After completing their Public Consultation, the Fire & Rescue Service, 
through the County Council, have accepted the new proposals for running the Fire & Rescue 
Service in Warwickshire.  These proposals include continuing discussions with adjoining 
authorities with a view to improving efficiencies, improving our access time in rural areas.  A 
reduction from 20 mins to 15 mins is now the accepted standard.   As far as Avon Dassett is 
concerned the Fenny Compton Fire Station will continue to be operational.  It must be 
remembered that 70% of the work of Warwickshire Fire & Rescue Service is not associated with 
fire but far more with rescue.  The Fire Brigade Union have accepted and endorsed the new 
proposals. 
 


2. Health and Wellbeing Survey – The Parish Council were recently invited to participate in a 
survey distributed by the County Council to help them improve the Health and Wellbeing of our 
community.  The County are quite often criticized for not consulting the public and I cannot stress 
how important it is for this survey to be completed and submitted before the end of the month. 


 
3. Impact of the Scottish Referendum – The recent decision by Scotland that they should stay 


within the UK has crystallized Unitary Authority debate within the country.  The practical proposals 
for devolution has struck a chord with the national mood as politicians from all parties are now 
discussing how English authorities could benefit from additional powers.  We, in the County, in 
conjunction with other Shire Authorities, have approached the government to find out how 
authorities could benefit from additional powers.  There is a fear that Warwickshire could be 
subsumed by Birmingham but I believe that there is no appetite to move in this direction and 
independence for Warwickshire is the preferred option.  Currently, central government has stated 
that devolution, at a national level, was necessary to see proper devolution for cities and county 
areas.  The theory is that power together with money would be delegated down to city and county 
areas allowing each authority to determine how and where its taxation was to be spent. 


 
4. Southam & Feldon Community Forum – The next meeting of the Forum is to be held on 


Wednesday 10th December 2014 at the Dallas Burston Polo Ground.  An important date for your 
diary is Thursday 4th December 2014 when all the Forums throughout Stratford District will meet 
at Stratford Race Course where there will be an opportunity to debate issues of concern.  The 
Leaders from both Stratford District and Warwickshire County Councils will be in attendance 
together with the Chief Constable for Warwickshire and his Police Commissioner and the Head of 
the NHS in Warwickshire.  It should be a lively meeting and I strongly commend your attendance. 


 
5. Rural Crime Co-ordinator for Stratford District – I am pleased to announce that SDC have 


appointed Lucy Lambert to the new post of a Rural Crime Co-ordinator.  This appointment will focus 
on victims of crime in rural areas.  The focus will be aimed initially at victims of acquisitive crime 
(theft, robbery, residential burglaries) dealing with victims after the fact and also identifying potential 
victims.  The Co-ordinator will travel throughout the district making visits and giving talks and 
presentations to local communities.  Although overall crime levels have reduced, crime in rural 
areas makes up 65% of all crime in the district.  The Council is taking a proactive approach towards 
crime and its effects on those of us living in rural communities.  The Rural Crime Co-ordinator will 
be working closely with the Police Safer Neighbourhood Team and Neighbourhood Watch schemes 
to ensure the best possible level of service is provided to residents. 
 


Superfast Broadband:  Trevor Gill sought an updated from Councillor Williams:  Chris Williams 


confirmed that if Avon Dassett was initially designated a, “white area,” it would go onto a waiting list for 


Superfast Broadband.  The Parish Council restated its request for the village to be considered for inclusion in 


the scheme due to the poor service it currently receives and its importance to residents every day lives..  


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 
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8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):    


14/02566/LBC & 14/02565/FUL Bitham Hall, Susan Harris.  No Representation. Signed and dated by 


Trevor Gill. 


The drafted Planning Standing Order was discussed and approved for situations where a quorate meeting 


cannot be convened.  Appendix B. 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT October 2014, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  
Balance at close of business 30/9/14  
Current Account  £12,391.17 
Savings Account  £   749.52 * 
 
This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   
 
Bank Transactions 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
5 September N Power DD      47.00 
11 September 001292  Chq      26.48 
16 September 001293  Chq      121.00 
16 September 001291  Chq      262.00 
29 September Precept      4,681.50 
 
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9.9.14 Interest     0.03 
 
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
6.10.14       T. Gill (Refund for hard drive) 1295  49.99 
6.10.14       Playsafe Ltd (Play area inspection) 1296  96.00 
6.10.14       WALC (Training Event) 1297  40.00 
6.10.14        H. Hide-Wright (Expenses Sept) 1298  14.70 
6.10.14        H. Hide-Wright (Stationery) 1299  16.35 
6.10.14        J. Sherriff (Oct Coffee) 1300  11.52 
Total Cheques   228.56 
 
Notes: Current account includes second part of precept payment. 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.44 
Interest Received    £        0.03 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
 
Total      £    749.49 
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2nd Quarterly Budget Review 


Oct 2014 2ndQuarter budget update (including expenses up to end Sept 2014) 
Budget £ Spend to date £ % of Budget 


Expenditure    9363  4,509.89  48%   
VAT        125.53 
RR Ins        935  809.43   87% ANNUAL FEE 
RR Rates     100 
RR Clean        165 
RR Maintenance    400  100   25%  
Clerk Pay       2800  875.84   31`%   
Admin     400  204.28   51% 
PC Training    100 
WALC      100  92   92% ANNUAL FEE 
Elec supply RR   600   223   37% 
Street Light Supply   825  439.33   53% INCL. ANNUAL FEES 
Playground Rental   50 
Website      400   
Playground    150   
Other     0      
Mowing    1800  1175   65% Season ending 
Audit Fees    200  160   80% Concluded 
Coffee Morning   138  60.32   44% 
Election Fees    200  
Other Funds held by ADPC: Neighbourhood Watch   £    185.00 
     St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 
     Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.44 
     Play area lease grant from AD Fete Comm.  £    200.00 
      Total     £    749.49 


- Precept:  the Clerk confirmed that the second half of the year’s precept has been received. 


- Pay correction following Clerk’s appraisal.  It was confirmed that the payment, previously 
authorised at an earlier meeting, to correct previous underpayments of salary, will be settled 
in the November payroll.   


- Trevor proposed putting £500 into ring fenced funds for future admin expenses. This was 
agreed by the meeting.  Proposed: Trevor gill, Seconded: David Hutt, unanimously agreed. 


- Trevor proposed that £5,000 is placed in the deposit account as ring fenced funds for future 
needs relating to The Reading Room. Proposed: Trevor gill, Seconded: David Hutt, 
unanimously agreed. 


- The bank mandate was signed by David Hutt and Alastair Whetstone. 


- Trevor presented a draft budget for 2015/2016 and this is attached for information as 
Appendix C. 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS: Trevor Gill confirmed that he has been going through the documents held in the 
Reading Room.  He has confirmed that SDC holds all of the planning applications.  Trevor has been 
scanning the comment page for each of the planning documents.  The planning documents have been loaded 
and linked into the website.  Trevor sought permission to destroy the obsolete planning documents.  This 
process can be repeated annually. 


In addition, Trevor confirmed that he has collected old minutes.  They will be scanned and loaded onto the 
website and the originals will be handed to Warwick Records Office for storage and safekeeping.  David 
thanked Trevor for his work on the documents. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 3rd Nov, 15st Dec.  2015 Dates:  5th Jan, 2nd Feb, 2nd March, 
13th April, 11th May, 1st June, 6th July, 3rd August, 7th September, 5th October, 2nd November, 7th December. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.00pm. 







 
Appendix A. 


 
 
 







 







 



















 







 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 15th December 2014  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.        502 
1.    APOLOGIES: None   


Present:  David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Trevor Gill, Michael Blakeman, Councillor Chris Williams (left at 
8pm), Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright). 


Public: John Anderson.    
2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted by the meeting and signed by 
David Hutt. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 
5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  
a) Burial Ground:  Carry forward to next meeting. 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  The Clerk confirmed that there are new weekly 
incident reports coming from the police and she will circulate them to the Parish Council. 


c) Playground (including monthly check).  Review of Inspection report by RoSPA:  Trevor Gill 
confirmed that the play area is fine and most of the items highlighted in the recent report have been 
attended to. 


d) Superfast Broadband:  Trevor Gill commented that on the latest circular an extra batch of money 
has been allocated to the white areas of which Avon Dassett is one. 


e) Post Office:  The Clerk confirmed that the Post Office has called a meeting in January which will 
be attended by herself, Trevor and Michael.  She will report back to the next meeting.  She has 
notified the current managers of the AD PO of the meeting and asked for any comments from them. 


f) Avon Dassett Country Fete:  The Clerk confirmed that a letter of thanks has been sent to thank the 
Fete Committee for their recent donations. 


g) Village Tidy-up:  David Hutt thanked everyone for their efforts.  
h) Christmas:  The Christmas Gathering is taking place on the 21st December. The wine has been 


donated from various sources. 
i) The Avon Pub: Trevor Gill explained that a number of people had been looking into the possibility 


of buying the pub and registering it as a community asset.  A questionnaire has been circulated to 
assess whether it is viable and the Plunkett Foundation has been approached to explore grant funds 
to assist the research into the feasibility of purchasing the pub. 


 Trevor asked the Parish Council whether it would be agreeable to set up a sub-committee to 
investigate the matter further.  Trevor Gill confirmed that the Clerk had made enquiries of WALC 
who had confirmed that a sub-committee could be established.  John Anderson endorsed all that 
Trevor outlined and reiterated the idea of registering the pub as a community asset straight away as 
it would give the village some say in the future of the pub.   


 Trevor Gill confirmed that the pub is still for sale although several offers have been made already 
but they have been rejected.   If the pub is registered as a community asset, the community will have 
a greater say in its future.  The Parish Council unanimously agreed to the immediate registration of 
the Avon Pub as a community asset. The application will be in the name of Avon Dassett Parish 
Council as this will add greater weight to the application.   ACTION: Trevor Gill to register the 
pub as a community asset with Tony Perks of SDC.  
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 Trevor Gill asked if the Parish Council would agree to an application to be made in the name of 
Avon Dassett Parish Council to the Plunkett Foundation for grant assistance to fund the research 
required into the feasibility of establishing the pub as a community pub.  If successful and grant 
received will be passed through the Parish Council accounts so it can get the additional benefit of 
being able to reclaim any VAT. Alastair Whestone asked if the grant was obtained and spent and 
then the pub was purchased by someone else, would the finds have to be paid back.  Both Trevor 
and John Anderson said the funds would not have to be paid back.  The Plunkett Foundation 
provides resources to facilitate the feasibility study.  Trevor Gill confirmed that there is an upfront 
fee of £240 to join Plunkett Foundation.  The joining fee to the PF was approved.  ACTION: 
Trevor Gill to progress the application to join the Plunkett Foundation. 


 A separate website will be developed called Save The Avon, to inform residents about the project.  
John Anderson confirmed that the website will display all the documentation and discussions on the 
matter to keep the residents informed.  


 David Hutt thanked everyone for their work on the project so far.  It was agreed that the documents 
previously circulated earlier in the day by Trevor Gill, would be read and views feedback to the 
Clerk so that a decision could be reached on any remaining matters. 


 John Anderson confirmed that there will be a further meeting on Thursday to discuss the matter. 
 Councillor Williams confirmed that Fenny Compton has registered the pub and doctors surgery as a 


community asset. 
Roads  


• Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church: See Councillor Williams report. 


• Speed Reduction Scheme: See Councillor Williams report. 
Environment/Maintenance 


j)  Green areas: Nothing to report.   


k) Reading Room maintenance:  Trevor Gill has had a quotation from a window fitter in Fenny 


Compton for circa £5k.  The previous quotation was for a similar amount. 


 Communication/Administration  
 
 l) Administration:   


• County Archives contribution request: The clerk confirmed that a considerable number of Parish 


Council documents, including old minutes, are now being held in the County Archives.  It was agreed to 


send a donation of £50 to the County Archives, following their request.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, 


seconded; David Hutt.  


• National Pay Award:  The meeting approved the annual incremental increase and one off payment 


without another appraisal as the latest appraisal took place recently. 


m)  Review of Parish Councillor Responsibilities:  These were agreed at the last meeting.  Trevor Gill 


gave Mike Blakeman a key to the Reading Room. 


 n) 2015 Elections:  The Clerk outlined the costings for the forthcoming elections and the advice that the 


expenses can be added to the precept request.  It was agreed that the precept request would increase by 


£1,000 to cover the potential costs of the elections.  
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6.  COUNCIL REPORTS:  Councillor Williams asked that the agenda item, “Water flowing onto the 


road close to St John’s church,” should be taken off the agenda. Trevor Gill commented that Patch 


Byrne had confirmed that further work is still due which was why the item remained on the agenda.  


Trevor Gill undertook to send the information he had received from Patch Byrne, to Councillor 


Williams. 


Councillor Williams confirmed that the speed reduction scheme was now concluded and is fully legal. 


Councillor Williams commented on the Core Strategy and the need for more housing stock, moving 


forward. 


It appears that the new budget will remain broadly the same although it has been acknowledged that 


some fine tuning will take place.  The Council Tax is likely to increase by 1. 9%. 


Councillor Williams asked if Daniel Robertson will remain as the Snow Warden.  The Parish Council 


has not heard that this has changed.  


Alastair Whetstone and Trevor Gill commented that there were undertakings to provide more signage 


for the speed reduction scheme.  Councillor Williams undertook to chase this up and report back to 


the Parish Council. 


 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  14/03074/FUL Pippin Cottage, Mrs J Ferris.  


Comment: Objection: There is insufficient information to judge the planning application 


as the plans do not show it in context with neighbouring properties.  It appears to be a 


very large extension of more than 50% of the original property that may overshadow 


neighbouring properties. 


   14/03379/TREE, Mr Gavin Callard.  Comment:  No Representation. 
Extraordinary planning meeting comments from 2.12.14:   


14/03107/FUL and 14/03111/LBC. Proposed: Enlargement of previous GF footprint 
with new first floor pitched roof additions at The Limes For: Mr John Anderson: No 
Representation 


 14/03168/TREE.  Proposed: Conifer: fell. At The Old Rectory For: Mrs Linda (Lily) 
Hope-Frost: No Representation 
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9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
December 2014.  Balance at close of business 30/11/14  
 
Current Account  £   5,830.56 
Savings Account (Ring Fenced Funds)  £   6,749.63 * 
 
* This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.  
  
Bank Transactions 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
4 Nov  Internal Transfer     5,000.00 
5 Nov  N Power DD          47.00 
7 Nov  1302  Chq          14.70 
28 Nov  D. Tonks DD        795.54 
 
Deposit Account      In  Out 
21 NovFete Committee    1,000.00 
10 Nov Interest           0.08 
4 NovInternal Transfer    5,000.00 
 
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
15.12.15        J. Sherriff (Nov Coffee Morning) 1303     7.82 
15.12.15       J. Sherriff (Dec Coffee Morning) 1304     9.69 
15.12.15       MFM Services Sept and Oct Mow) 1305  340.00 
15.12.15       A Whetstone (Heater for RR) 1306    79.88 
15.12.15       H. Hide-Wright (Nov Expenses) 1307    20.10 
Total Cheques   457.49 
 
Notes: Current account includes second part of precept payment. 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.13 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)   £        5.50 
Interest Received     £        0.08 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
Tubs (From Fete Committee)    £    500.00 
RR Maintenance (From Fete Committee)  £    500.00 
ADPC Ring fenced RR Maintenance   £  5,000.00 
 
Total       £   6, 749.63 
 


- Precept and budget:  See Election Expenses. 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2015 :  26th Jan (incorporating January and February meetings), 2nd 
March, 13th April, 11th May, 1st June, 6th July, 3rd Aug, 7th Sept, 5th Oct, 2nd Nov, 7th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 








 


Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 4th August 2014 


  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm        487 


      


1.    APOLOGIES (with acceptance of apologies): None.     


Present: Trevor Gill, David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Councillor Chris Williams, Helen Hide-Wright. 


Public: Mike Blakeman. 


David Hutt welcomed Mike Blakeman to the meeting.  Mike has been considering joining the Parish 


Council and it was agreed that he should be co-opted to the Parish Council.  Proposed: David Hutt, 


seconded Trevor Gill, unanimous. 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed: David Hutt, Seconded: Alastair 


Whetstone, Signed by David Hutt. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: Trevor Gill has spoken to the Cemetery Warden, Ray Randerson, about the 


modifications to the cemetery rules which were recommended by the internal auditor.  Trevor 


will speak to Ray to firm up the details.  As soon as the rules are updated, Trevor will circulate 


a draft for consideration and approval.  ACTION: Trevor to develop the Cemetery rules and 


circulate a draft to the Parish Councillors. 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.   A report has been 


submitted to the Parish Council about materials that have been left on private land behind the 


Reading Room.  Advice has sought and as the matter is on private land, the Parish Council 


cannot intervene. 


c) Playground (including monthly check):  Trevor Gill has examined the play area and it appears 


fine.  Trevor has had a request that the grass clippings could be picked up when it is cut.  


ACTION: Clerk to contact mowing contractor and request that the cuttings are collected 


and removed from the site where possible. 


 A request has been submitted to use the play area for a child’s birthday.  It was agreed that the party 


could go ahead on the land.   


d) Superfast Broadband:  Chris Williams reported that the project is moving forward and is 


being developed on economic criteria.  


e) Post Office:   A note has been submitted to the Parish Clerk regarding the alarm to the 


secure PO room which is constantly on.  The clerk had already reported this to the Post 


Office managers but has reported it once more, asking for it to be repaired.  The Alarm 


is the property of the Post Office and therefore cannot be dealt with directly by the 


Parish Council. 


Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


 Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church: Councillor Williams confirmed that 


the drains are all free.  The road will shortly be closed in order that a further drain will be 


installed across the road.  The water is emerging onto the road as a result of the water table.  


The road surface will be resurfaced upon the completion of the work. 
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 Speed Reduction Scheme:  Councillor Williams confirmed that the Police objected to the 


full extension of the 30mph limit that had been proposed and therefore the plans had been 


adapted.  There will be white triangles painted on the road to indicate a reduction in the speed 


limit.  A village entrance feature will be installed to reinforce and encourage a reduction in 


speed. The plan is for the scheme to be completion by the end of March 2015. 


 


Environment/Maintenance 


f)  Green areas:  Trevor Gill confirmed that the churchyard was cut in time for the recent wedding.  


Thanks had been conveyed to Matt Austin for the work on the area and how well it appeared. 


 


f) Reading Room maintenance (Purchase of frost stat): Alastair Whestone will look into the 


frost stat and the possibility of purchasing two convector heaters for the Reading Room. 


 


Trevor Gill commented upon the state of the windows at the Reading Room.  The A.D. Fete is 


committed to give 50% of its profits to village requirements.  Trevor suggested that the Parish 


Council apply to the Fete Committee to see if they could give some financial support for 


replacement windows which can be ring fenced until the full amount is raised.  Quotations can be 


sought for replacement costs so that the project can be costed out for PVC and wood replacement or 


repair and painting.   


 


Communication/Administration  


 


 h) Administration:  David Hutt confirmed that the appraisal of the Clerk had gone ahead.  


David endorsed the increased in the pay which is overdue and set out in her contract along with the 


back pay. 


Trevor Gill requested a summary to be circulated from David Hutt to the Parish Council so that the 


figures can be reviewed for the pay increase and back pay. 


 


Trevor Gill confirmed that there has been a recent payroll issue with Douglas Tonks.  Trevor 


outlined that DT have made an error and its resolution is being considered.  Trevor stated that he 


has found a couple of payroll alternatives and would report to the meeting in the future if it was felt 


that the Parish Council should go elsewhere for payroll services. 


 


6.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Councillor Chris Williams 
 


1. Jeremy Wright PC QC MP -  I am sure you will join me in offering our congratulations to our MP 
Jeremy Wright who has recently been promoted to a full Cabinet position of Attorney General.  This 
important position recognises Jeremy’s legal background where now he is responsibility for advising the 
government on the legality of any decisions they might wish to make.  He is also in charge of the Crown 
Prosecution Service.  Jeremy has told me that this promotion will make no difference to his commitment 
and service as our local MP. 
 


2. Information from WALC- It has recently come to my attention that WALC issued a directive to all 
Parish Councils advising them that WCC had altered the frequency of the cutting of grass and that 
might have implications on the amount of revenue that Parish Councils receive for cutting the grass on 
behalf of the County.  This information is totally without foundation and there have been no cuts in the 
amount of grass cutting that is carried out either by, or on behalf of the County Council. 







 
            489 
 


3. Core Strategy – We appear to be on the final lap of submitting the Core Strategy for approval.  
Currently, we are in the consultation period for the proposal to develop the Lighthorne Heath/Gaydon 
area into a local community.  This consultation ended on 17th July 2014 and it is now proposed that the 
full Council at a special meeting on Monday 15th September 2014 will debate and approve the Core 
Strategy for submission to the Government Planning Inspector.  Having now completed our Core 
Strategy greater weight is added to this strategy when considering planning applications.  It is expected 
that the government will call for a Public Examination of our Core Strategy later in the year and the 
Inspector will issue his report on the result of his Public Examination early next year.  Hopefully, this will 
conclude the compilation of this important Planning Strategy document which has been beset of so 
many changes made by central government but as of today’s date only some 60 authorities out of 
some 360 authorities have achieved the adoption of their Core Strategy. 


 
4. Industrial Action – Although the recent day of Industrial Action on Thursday 10th July 2014 passed 


with only minimal disruption to the workings of the County Council, I am afraid that the Fire Service 
have announced a further fifteen periods of strike action.  This is clearly a significant escalation of 
their ongoing dispute with government over pension’s reform.  As ever the Officers in charge of the 
Fire Service are developing our contingency plans to respond to this action.  In effect, the strike 
action that started on 14th July 2014 will continue to be daily action unlike the previous occasions 
when strikes were announced over a period of time.  I must remind the Parish Council that the Fire 
Service operates as a Rescue and Fire Service and this escalation of strike action will have a great 
impact upon the rescue element of the Fire Service.  Our prime response will always concentrate on 
minimizing the risk to loss of life. 


 
5. Community Grants – I am pleased to announce that I have a small sum of money available to 


support communities and, in particular, the money is ideally available to kick start community projects 
which are outside expenditure permitted for Parish Councils where precepted funds are available.  If 
you know of any organisations within your community that might benefit from such a grant, please 
get in touch. 


 
6. Southam & Feldon Community Forum – Recent meetings of the Southam & Feldon Community 


Forums have been poorly supported and in particular, there has been little support from the 
community itself, not directly associated with Parish Councils.  Without community involvement the 
objectives of the Community Forum are put in question and it is proposed that a meeting will consist 
of all eight Community Forums in Stratford district and will take place in Stratford where, amongst 
other things, a debate will be held as to whether Community Forums are being supported sufficiently 
to justify their existence.  I will advise you of the date of this important meeting. 


  


 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to 


meeting. 


The Clerk confirmed that the Play area inspection will take place in the next couple of months. 


Sarah Richardson sent in a request to use the cemetery car-park on the afternoon of the 8
th
 October.  This was 


agreed.  The Clerk will let Sarah know that the car-park can be used.  


The Clerk confirmed that Grant Thornton has confirmed that the Parish Council has passed its audit. 


 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  14/01792/FUL Single rear extension, Oxbow Farm, Mr Ray 


Randerson: No representation.   
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9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


August 2014, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  
 


Balance at close of business 31/7/14  
 


Current Account  £8,593.96 


Savings Account  £   749.46 * 


 


This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   


 


Bank Transactions 


Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   


7 July N Power  DD        35.00 


9 July    1282          8.79 


10 July    1285        50.00 


14 July SDC Precept      20.00 


15 July    1284        20.10 


15 July    1283      131.00 


15 July    1286      320.00 


29 July Douglas Tonks  DD      197.86 


 


Deposit Account      In  Out 


9.7.14 Interest     0.03 


 


 


Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 


4.8.14  Grant Thornton 1287  120.00 


4.8.14  J. Sherriff 1288      7.18 


4.8.14  H. Hide-Wright (Expenses July) 1289    46.75  


Total Cheques   173.93 


 


Notes: None to add 


 


New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 


Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 


St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 


Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.38 


Interest Received    £        0.03 


Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 


 


Total      £    749.46 


 
10.    MEMBER REPORTS: Alastair Whetstone spoke about a holding a village tidy-up, Christmas, 


Remembrance.  It was decided to discuss these items at the next meeting. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 8th Sept, 6
th
 Oct, 3


rd
 Nov, 1


st
 Dec  


 


The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 


 








 


Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 8


th
 September 2014 


  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm        491 


 


1.    APOLOGIES (with acceptance of apologies): None 


Present:  Trevor Gill, Alastair Whetstone, David Hutt, Mike Blakeman, Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright), 


Councillor Williams arrived at 8.15 having previously indicated that he would be arriving to the meeting a 


little later. 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Signed by David Hutt.  Unanimously accepted.  


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:  None. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground:   Trevor Gill is preparing the document that has to go to the Cemetery 


Warden, Ray Randerson.  The details will be brought to the next meeting. 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  Nothing to report 


c) Playground (including monthly check):  Trevor Gill checked the play area today and 


everything appeared to be in order.   


d) Superfast Broadband:  Trevor Gill is going to look into the recent email and seek 


clarification about whether Avon Dassett is one of the, “white areas,” that will not receive the 


scheme. 


e) Post Office:   Trevor Gill will phone Bala and ask her to expedite the repairs to the PO 


alarm because of complaints from the public.  The alarm continues to ring in the PO 


secure room that the Parish Council does not have access to and it has been reported on 


several occasions over the past months. 


f) Avon Dassett Country Fete:  Trevor Gill reported that the Fete was a great success 


and the accounts are likely to show a balance of around £4,000.  There will be a final 


meeting in a few days when the accounts will be finalised.  The Parish Council would 


like to congratulate the Fete Committee for their efforts in putting on such an enjoyable 


and successful day. 


 The Parish Council discussed the recent application for funds for the Christmas gathering 


by Lily Hope-Frost.  The Parish Council agreed that the application could be sent on to the 


Fete committee as they may wish to support this village event.  In addition the Parish 


Council will apply to the Fete Committee to make a contribution to the 


replacement/repairs of the Reading Room windows and the funding of the flower tubs in 


the village. 


g) Village Tidy-up:  A date has been set for a general tidy up of the village on the 8
th


 


November 10am -12.00 noon, meeting at the Reading Room.  Any volunteers would be 


welcome to get the village in order for the winter.   


h) Remembrance:  David Hutt will order and purchase a wreath on behalf of the Parish 


Council.  Costs will be reimbursed from the PC.  David Hutt will attend the War 


Memorial to lay the wreath.  ACTION: David Hutt to order a wreath for 


Remembrance.  David will attend the memorial service at the War Memorial. 


i) Christmas:  See notes on section 5 f.  The details of the event will be sought from Lily 


Hope-Frost. 
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Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


 Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church:  Chris Williams spoke about the 


investigations which had concluded that the jetting process has moved a blockage which 


contradicted the information given to Trevor Gill during the site visit.  The flow of water 


appears to have ceased since the exercise.  The Council will repair and monitor the road.  The 


drains are flowing freely and well.  A copy of the inspection report will be requested by 


Councillor Williams from Patch Byrne and sent on to the Parish Council.  ACTION: Chris 


Williams to obtain the drainage report from Patch Byrne and circulate to ADPC. 


 Trevor Gill requested that if the problem starts again, Avon Dassett should not have to wait for 


investigations/repairs as it has done this time. 


 Speed Reduction Scheme:  No-one has objected to the scheme and the matter continues to 


progress. 


Environment/Maintenance 


f)  Green areas:  the Parish Council discussed the complaint that had been received about the grass 


cuttings being left in the play area.  Various options were discussed and it was decided to add the 


removal/mulching of grass clippings on to the play area tender document for next year.  Once the 


cost is know, a decision can be made as to whether it is affordable to remove the clippings in the 


area.  ACTION: Clerk to contact the green area contractor and confirm that they should 


proceed with the remaining cuts for the season with no changes. 


 


g) Reading Room maintenance (Purchase of frost stat):  Alastair Whetstone bought a frost stat 


and found it was not suitable for the purpose.  It was decided that the Parish Council needs to 


continue to look into the products available and circulate the options for a decision.  It needs to have 


a thermostat that will trigger the heating when the temperature falls to 5 degrees.   ACTION: 


Alastair will continue to search for a suitable frost stat product. 


 


Communication/Administration  


 


 h) Administration:  The Clerk outlined a New Councillor course that Mike Blakeman 


would like to attend in January 2015.  The cost of £40 was approved by the Parish Council and has 


been factored into the budget.  ACTION: Clerk to book a place on the course for Mike 


Blackeman. 
.   


Douglas Tonks has been notified of increment increase to Clerk’s pay following on from her 


appraisal in July. 


 


The Clerk explained that the external hard drive that provides back up to computer files has failed.  


It was decided to purchase a replacement for around £50.  ACTION: External Hard Drive to be 


purchased. 
             


 


6.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Chris Williams explained that SDC has sufficient land supply to meet 


the five year Land Supply requirement.  Until we had achieved this recent position, the Planning 


Department were vulnerable to inappropriate development since the developers argument was that 


because we have insufficient land supply the development should be allowed. 
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The Draft Core Strategy which hopefully will be approved by the full District Council on 15th 


September 2014 will mean that the criteria within the strategy will now have to be considered 


within any planning application.  Without the adoption by the Council these parameters could not 


be considered.  After the Core Strategy has been approved by the Council, it will then be subjected 


to a Public Examination, possibly at the end of the year.  The housing developers' requirement  in 


the district is considerably more than the 11,500 houses which the Council believe will meet the 


demand.  The Lighthorne Heath proposal remains a contentious issue within the Core Strategy.  It 


will be the second largest settlement in the district outside Stratford.  When the Inspector makes his 


wishes known it is likely that there will be some modifications.  However, once the Core Strategy is 


approved the plans for development over the next fifteen years will be established. 


 


The County Council are continuing to evaluate the proposal to change to a Unitary Authority for 


Warwickshire.  At present, the opinion is that such a proposal will produce significant cost savings 


together with efficiency savings. 


 


The next Community Forum will be held in Radway Village Hall on Thursday 18th September 


commencing at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will include a presentation by the Leader of the County 


Council, Cllr Izzi Seccombe, where the public will be invited to 'Have Your Say' about the future of 


local government in Warwickshire.  In addition, there will be a presentation by the District Council 


covering not only the Core Strategy but also the Site Allocation Plan and the Community 


Infrastructure Levy will be discussed.  This will be an opportunity to find out about the type of 


community-focused projects that could be funded through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  As 


always, the Police will be in attendance to discuss any issues raised by the community. 


 


Cllr Williams reminded the Council that he hoped that they would respond to the Community 


Health Strategy document that has been supplied to the Parish Council for comment. 


 
Trevor Gill sought clarification from Councillor Williams on the superfast broadband, “white areas.”  


Councillor Williams will look into this and report back to Trevor Gill.   ACTION: Chris Williams to 


investigate the designation of, “white areas,” and report back to Trevor Gill.  European funding has 


been sought to invest into improved broadband service. 


 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to 


meeting.   


A note was read to the meeting outlining the disturbance caused by the PO Alarm: The matter will be 


reported again by Trevor Gill in the hope that the PO can resolve the issue. 


Parish Councillors were asked to submit/update their profiles and clarify their responsibilities in order that 


the details can go onto the website. 


8. PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


14/01792/FUL Oxbow Farm: The application has been withdrawal 


14/01767/LBC and 14/01615/ FUL  4 Park Cottages.  Permission with conditions 


David Hutt thanked Mike Blakeman for attending the planning meeting and reporting back to the Parish 


Council. 
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9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT September 2014, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  


Balance at close of business 31/8/14  
Current Account  £8,166.15 


Savings Account  £   749.49 * 


This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   


Bank Transactions 


Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   


5 Aug  N Power DD        47.00 


7 Aug    1289        46.75 


11 Aug    1287      120.00 


27 Aug  D Tonks DD      214.06 


 


Deposit Account      In  Out 


11.8.14 Interest     0.03 


 


Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 


8.9.14                 J. Sherriff               Coffee Aug 1290     8.76 


8.9.14                 MFM Services      Mow July 1291  262.00 


8.9.14                 H. Hide-Wright     Expenses Aug 1292    26.48 


8.9.14                 MFM Services      Mow Aug 1293  121.00 


8.9.14                 J. Sherriff              Coffee Sept 1294    11.72 


 


Total Cheques   429.96 


Notes: None to add 


New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 


Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 


St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 


Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.41 


Interest Received    £        0.03 


Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 


 


Total      £    749.49 


 


Cheques were signed by David Hutt and Alastair Whetstone.  


Trevor Gill will contact the History Group to review costings for the website.  ACTION: Trevor Gill to 


speak to the History Group to see if their funding covers some of the costs of the website. 


The bank mandate was completed for Mike Blakeman who was added as a signatory. 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS:  Trevor Gill spoke about the storage of old documents.  It was decided that 


there should be an appraisal to see what documents are being held, what needs to be retained and in what 


format they need to be stored. 


11. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 6
th
 Oct, 3


rd
 Nov, 15


th
 December changed from the 


1
st
 Dec). 


 


Mike will not be able to attend the October Meeting. 


 


The Parish Council discussed and agreed to a date change for the December meeting to the 15
th
 December. 


 


The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 


 


 
 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 7


th
 April 2014  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
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1.    APOLOGIES: None   


Present: Trevor Gill, Alastair Whetstone, Chris Campbell, David Hutt, Clerk, Councillor Williams 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  Trevor Gill declared an interest in planning application 


14/00635/FUL Orchard Lodge, withdrawing from the discussions on this application. 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted by the meeting and signed and 


dated by Alastair Whetstone. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report at this months meeting. 


b) Playground (including monthly check):  Trevor Gill has examined the play area and found it 


was fine. 


c) Superfast Broadband: Trevor Gill confirmed that the project is ongoing and that there was 


nothing to report to the meeting.  Chris Campbell shared information about a leaflet he had 


found which stated there would be a £14m investment in Oxfordshire. 


d) Post Office – update: No update on this matter.  Trevor Gill asked the meeting to consider the 


opening hours of the Post Office in the autumn. 


e) Update on additional signage/speed reduction scheme:  Councillor Williams explained that the 


project will be undertaken within the financial year.     


f) Emergency Plan:  Trevor Gill confirmed that he had sent the draft report to the council 


for checking and had not received any comments yet. 


g) Open Gardens - use of cemetery car-park on 13
th


 July 2014.  In addition, two further 


dates were flagged up: 14
th


 June for the Soap Box Derby and 2
nd


 August for wedding 


guests. 


h) Roads:  Traffic, Roads and Drains 


 Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church:  Councillor Williams stated that he had met 


with the engineers and there were concerns about the amount of water coming down the hill.  


The plan is to install an additional drain.   


Trevor Gill reported that there was an accident reported to him regarding a cyclist who had come of 


their bike, sustaining a head injury and an ambulance had been called. 


Environment/Maintenance 


h)  Green areas:  Trevor Gill has received complaints from some residents about parking and driving 


over the village green, causing it to be churned up.  There is a suggestion about installing a flower 


bed in the centre.  Trevor will speak to the residents and find out what their suggestions are and 


report back to the Parish Council.   


 


i) Reading Room maintenance:  Trevor Gill confirmed that the storage heaters have now been 


disconnected.  Trevor suggested that it would be an idea to formulate a list of projects that need to 


be undertaken at the Reading Room so that if and when grant funds are available, the parish council 


can make an application.  This was accepted as a good idea.  It was decided to dispose of the 


storage heaters.  The meeting decided that alternative heating should be bought before the winter.  


ACTION: Trevor Gill to remove and dispose of the storage heaters. 


 
 j)  Community Flood Resilience Workshop:  Councillor Williams will be in attendance. 
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 k)  Audit:  The Clerk confirmed  that the papers have arrived from Grant Thornton.  Trevor Gill and 


the Clerk will run through the figures on Thursday.  An appointment will then be booked for the internal 


audit to be undertaken. 


 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


 


1. Electoral Arrangements for Stratford-on-Avon District Council – The final recommendations have 
now been presented by the Local Government Boundary Commission inasmuch as the total number of 
councillors representing the Council’s voters as well as the number of councillors representing each 
Ward will be agreed by the District Council at their full Council Meeting on Monday 14th April 2014.  The 
recommendations are: 


 
(a) There should be 36 councillors instead of 53. 
(b) There should be electoral equality for voters  
(c) Promoting effective and convenient local government. 
 


As far as Avon Dassett is concerned, it has been decided that it will now be part of the Red Horse 
Ward, not part of the newly named Napton & Fenny Compton Ward.  The Red Horse Ward will be 
centred on Shpston-on-Stour rather than Southam and it will mean a change of your Community 
Forum from the Southam & Feldon Forum to the Shipston-on-Stour Forum.  I did make representations 
against these changes to no avail. 
 


2. County Council Boundary Review – The County Council has presented their proposals for Boundary 
Changes to the Commission and I am pleased to say that there are no major alterations to the Kineton 
Division.  The Boundary changes have come about because of the growth in housing expected in 
Warwickshire over the next 5- 10 years and it is expected that from 2017 the number of councillors will 
be reduced from 62 to 57 affectively, one councilor from each area.  The proposal is to eliminate two 
member Divisions throughout the County. 


 
3. Emergency Planning – The Resilience Team at WCC will be carrying out a full practical exercise 


during May.  The operation will be based in Kineton and this first exercise will be to coordinate the 
resources of Parish Councils.  I will advise you of further detail at the next Parish Council meeting.  I 
would like to thank the Parish Council for their efforts in producing an up-to-date Emergency Plan. 


 
4. Highway Matters – The Highways Team at WCC are concerned with the current situation of water on 


the hill.  Plans are being drawn up to create a new drainage system from the church side of the road 
which will involve creating a similar drainage scheme that was installed last year outside the Rectory.  
The proposal is that this new drain will collect water from the church side of the road and connect it to 
drainage on the Bitham Hall side of the road.  There is a degree of urgency about the matter and the 
work involved will require the road to be closed for possibly five days. 


 
5. Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service – At the Budget Meeting on 6th February 2014, the medium 


term savings plan for the next four years included savings of around £2.4 million for the Fire and 
Rescue Service.  The impact of reducing this budget has informed a review of how we deliver our 
services.  The Fire and Rescue Service have entered into a Consultation Survey on how we can 
achieve these savings.  There will be Public Consultation and I can confirm that there will be no closure 
of any Fire Station in Warwickshire.  In essence, we are going to change how we use whole-time 
firefighters.  The way that we spend our money on prevention activity and the review of our strategic 
management team.  The proposals include: 


(i)     more fire engines and fire fighters available between the peak hours 
    of 10:00  a.m. and 10:00 p.m.  


(ii)     change firefighters’ shifts 
(iii) have one fire engine with whole-time duty system crew available 24 hours per day 


at various locations including an additional response team based at the Jaguar 
Land Rover facility at Gaydon 


 
The Consultation is available on line and we would welcome your views on our proposals. The details 
are on www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fireandrescue 


      



http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fireandrescue
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7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting.  


Trevor Gill took away the paperwork on Npower and Zurich insurance which he will return to the Clerk.  


The bank mandate was completed for the removal of Daniel Robertson as signatory. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):   14/00635/FUL Orchard Lodge:  No representation. (Trevor 


Gill withdrew from the discussions on this application following his declaration of 


interest). 


      14/00521/FUL Knights Farm:  No representation. 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance at close of business 31/3/14  
 


Current Account  £ 7,336.86 


Savings Account  £    749.34 * 


 


This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   


Bank Transactions 


Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   


 5 Mar  N Power DD        47.00 


6 Mar    1267      500.68 


11 Mar    1268        16.50 


13 Mar    1266          7.04 


13 Mar    1263        10.38 


18 Mar    1260        50.00 


27 Mar  D.Tonks DD      214.06 


 


Deposit Account      In  Out 


10 March  Bank Interest    0.03 


  


Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 


7.4.14 T. Gill (Elec Work in RR)  1269   100.00 


7.4.14 H. Hide-Wright (Clerk Expenses Mar) 1270     22.19 


7.4.14 WALC membership   1271     92.00 


7.4.14 Zurich Insurance   1272   809.43 


7.4.14 J, Sherriff (coffee March)  1273      6.58 


7.4.14 J. Sherriff (coffee April)   1274      8.67 


Total Cheques   1,038.87 


 


New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 


Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 


St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 


Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.26 


Interest Received    £        0.03 


Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 


 


Total      £    749.34 


 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS: The Parish Council considered the renewal of the lighting maintenance and 


agreed to continue with SDC for the coming year.  ACTION: Clerk to renew the maintenance agreement. 


Trevor Gill put forward a request from the Avon Pub asking the Parish Council to register the pub as an asset 


of community value.  Councillor Williams confirmed that it has to be registered with SDC.   


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 12
th
 May, 2


nd
 June, 7


th
 Jul, 4


th
 Aug, 1


st
 Sept, 6


th
 Oct, 3


rd
 


Nov, 1
st
 Dec  


 


The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 3rd November 2014  
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1.    APOLOGIES (with acceptance of apologies): None 
      
Present: Trevor Gill, Michael Blakeman, Alastair Whetstone, Clerk: Helen Hide-Wright 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes were proposed by Trevor Gill and seconded by 
Alastair Whetstone.  Unanimously accepted. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: Carry forward to next month.   


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  The Clerk noted the emails that she had seen and 
circulated.  The Police are advising people to keep lights on in their homes to discourage 
burglaries. 


c) Playground (including monthly check).  Review of Inspection report by RoSPA:  The report has 
been reviewed the play area issues will be addressed during the village tidy up on 8 November 
2014. 


d) Superfast Broadband: Chris Williams confirmed that nothing will change until April at the very 
earliest when funding is confirmed.  Trevor Gill raised the potential from a new business 
concept where broadband is relayed from a school premises with broadband to local villages.  
Trevor will continue to investigate the concept. 


e) Post Office:  At present there is a temporary replacement working at the PO.  The Parish 
Council will advertise for volunteers to operate the PO for the long term. 


f) Avon Dassett Country Fete:  The Fete AGM is this Thursday.  They have 
approximately £4,200 to distribute. Trevor has put in a request for £500 towards the 
replacement of the Reading Room windows and £500 for the replacement of the tubs in 
the village. Trevor will thank the committee for all of their hard work on behalf of the 
residents of the village. 


g) Village Tidy-up:  10 - noon on Saturday 8th November.   


h) Remembrance:  The service is sorted out and will take place at 12.00.    
i) Christmas: After Thursday’s Fete AGM Trevor Gill will contact Lily Hope-Frost to 


relay the outcome of the grant applications and the arrangements for Christmas. 
Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


• Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church:  The water appears to have ceased flowing 
down the road.   


• Speed Reduction Scheme:  The consultation is complete.  The new signage has been partially 
installed.     


Environment/Maintenance 


j)  Green areas:  Nothing to report.   


k) Reading Room maintenance (Purchase of frost stat): Alastair has bought and installed a frost stat 


into the kitchen area.  Alastair will look into the purchase of one or two fires for the Reading Room.  


Alastair has received a quotation for replacement windows.  Trevor will seek further quotation. 


ACTION: Alastair to investigate and purchase fires for the RR.  Trevor to seek quotation for 


replacement windows. 
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 Communication/Administration  
 
 l) Administration:  Nothing to report. 


 m)  Review of Parish Councillor Responsibilities:  Helen will list the potential roles and ask 


Councillors to volunteer for the areas (with the addition of the maintenance of the Reading Room).  


ACTION: Clerk to draw up a list of Councillor responsibilities to circulate for sign up. 


 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS:  Councillor Chris Williams spoke about the ongoing Fire Service dispute.  This is 


part of the national dispute centred upon retirement and pensions.  They have now withdrawn their labour.  


Cover has been sought and is currently operating.   


A developer has sought pre application advice to build 3 houses next to Avon Carrow. The Planning 


Department and Councillor Williams are against the application.   


Trevor Gill asked if it is worth reviewing the Parish Plan.  Councillor Williams confirmed that it would.  


Mike Blakeman will look at the idea of the Parish Plan update before the next meeting.  ACTION: Michael 


Blakeman will investigate updating the Parish plan 
7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting.  


Councillor Williams encouraged the PC to appoint a Snow Warden if Daniel Robertson is unable to continue 


to undertake the role.  ACTION: Trevor Gil to clarify if Daniel will continue as the Snow Warden. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  Nothing to report. 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


ACTION:  Clerk to move £5,000 from the current account to the ring fenced funds account for the 
refurbishment of the Reading Room. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT November 2014:  Balance at close of business 31/10/14  
Current Account  £11,687.80 
Savings Account  £   749.55 * 
This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   
 
Bank Transactions 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
6 Oct N Power  DD        47.00 
7 Oct D. Tonks  DD      214.06 
8 Oct Hire of Reading Room Cash    55.00 
10 Oct Chq   1298        14.70 
10 Oct Chq   1299        16.35 
10 Oct Chq   1288         7.18 
10 Oct Chq   1290         8.76 
10 Oct Chq   1300        11.52 
10 Oct  Chq   1294        11.72 
14 Oct Chq   1296        96.00 
21 Oct Chq   1297        40.00 
22 Oct D. Tonks  DD      214.06 
23 Oct Chq   1295        49.99 
27 Oct D. Tonks  DD        27.03 
 
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9.10.14 Interest     0.03 
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Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
3.11.14    A. Whetstone (RR Frost Stat) 1301  49.99 
3.11.14   H. Hide-Wright (Expenses Oct) 1302  14.70   
Total Cheques   64.69 
 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.50 
Interest Received    £        0.03 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
 
Total      £    749.55 
 


- Precept and budget: Carry forward to next month.  


10.    MEMBER REPORTS:  Trevor Gill put forward the suggestion to register the pub as a building of key 
important to the village.  Councillor Williams commented that it makes the selling of the property more 
difficult and complex. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 date: 15th Dec.  2015 Dates:  5th Jan, 2nd Feb, 2nd March, 13th 
April, 11th May, 1st June, 6th July, 3rd Aug, 7th Sept, 5th Oct, 2nd Nov, 7th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
 


Monday 6th January 2014  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
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1.    APOLOGIES: Chris Campbell     


Present at Meeting: Trevor Gill, David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Councillor Williams, Clerk. 


 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Accepted and signed by David Hutt. 


 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report from Neighbourhood Watch. 


b) Playground (including monthly check):  Alastair Whestone confirmed that he had checked the 
area and all was fine. 


c) Superfast Broadband: Trevor Gill confirmed that he had contacted the organisation who had 
operated a broadband system suggested by Chris Campbell.  He is awaiting a response to his 
email. 


Trevor Gill asked if Councillor Williams had received an update on the Oxfordshire situation.  
Councillor Williams did confirm that the scheme was being rolled out but he was not able to 
comment further. 


d) Post Office – meeting date to check documents held:  Trevor Gill volunteered to meet Bala 
Jaspal to review any documents that might be in the PO area.  ACTION: Clerk to contact 
Bala Jaspal to request a meeting with Trevor Gill at AD PO. 


David Hutt confirmed that he had spoken to the landlord of the pub who was happy to explore the 
possibility of the PO moving to the pub.  Trevor Gill undertook to speak to Bala Jaspal to see if this 
could work for both parties.  It was decided to make initial enquiries and take the matter from there. 


e) Update on additional signage/speed reduction scheme:  Chris Williams confirmed that on the 
23rd January 2014 he is putting in a bid for £8k to implement a scheme, consisting of a gateway 
feature at both ends of the village.  The idea of extending the speed limit further up the hill is 
being considered as well as other speed reduction measures. 


f) Village website:  Chris Campbell was not at the meeting to report on progress with this matter. 
The clerk confirmed that a £50 grant cheque will be issued from the meeting as per the 
discussions at the December meeting. 


g) Emergency Plan: Trevor Gill has a draft of the plan and acknowledged the assistance given by 
the Clerk.  Trevor Gill will circulate the plan to Parish Councillors for their input and the plan 
can be adopted by ADPC before being sent on to SDC for their use.  ACTION: Parish 
Councillors will check with the named individuals within the Emergency Plan to ensure 
they are still happy to be included in the plan. 


h) Community Laptop scheme:  The Clerk confirmed that she had registered ADPC’s interest in 
obtaining a refurbished laptop. 







   466 


Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains:  Trevor Gill confirmed that the drains appear to have held up so far, despite 
the heavy rain continuing to fall.   


Environment/Maintenance 


 


i)      St John’s: Matt Austin is due to visit the church in the spring to look at the trees. 
 
j) Green areas: Nothing to report. 
 
k) Flood Pressure Group: Trevor Gill attended a meeting at Eathorpe where a number of people 
attended to discuss setting up a flood pressure group chaired by Wally Redford of Eathorpe PC. 
 


Communication/Administration          
 
The Clerk confirmed that the contact telephone number has changed as the other phone was unreliable.  The 
new contact number for ADPC Clerk is  07713 89 28 35 and is now operational. 
 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS 
 


1.     Warwickshire Fire & Rescue Service – You are probably aware, the withdrawal of labour by certain 
elements of the Fire & Rescue Service has escalated.  Over Christmas and the New Year there was a partial 
withdrawal of labour and there is an expectation that the Strike will escalate in the New Year.  I must stress 
that the dispute is between the government and the Fire Service and not between Warwickshire County 
Council and the Fire Service.  Basically, the Fire Service is asking that their members can retire at 55 years 
of age and the government is recommending 60 years.  There is a robust Resilience Plan in place where 
attention will be given to ensure that lives are not at risk when there is a reduced level of Fire protection in 
Warwickshire. Formal agreement has been reached between Warwickshire and Herefordshire and 
Gloucestershire to investigate the possibility of forming a single Fire Authority.  You will recall that 
Warwickshire Fire Service is the smallest Fire Service in England but at the moment it is recognized as the 
best performing authority.  I will keep the Parish Council advised of developments. 


 
2.     County Council Budget – We have carried out a review of all savings that can be achieved and in general I 


am happy to report that all front line services will carry on without any reduction in efficiency.  The main 
savings will come from amendments in care packages for the elderly and through efficiency workings in the 
County Council.  It is expected that the staff level could reduce by a further 600 staff.  One pressure that has 
to be addressed is the amount of Council Tax increases for the next two years.  In essence, if there is no 
Council Tax increase we will have to find another £12 million worth of savings.  Clearly, this is a contentious 
issue which I suspect will only be resolved when the various political groups meet to determine the budget 
early in February. 


 
3.     District Council Budget – SDC has a much easier task in settling its budget than compared with the County 


Council.  The District Council’s budget amounts to some £12 million whilst the figure for WCC is £450 
million.  Nevertheless, prudence is still applied and all pressures on the budget have been met.  We are 
maintaining all service standards in addition to achieving savings from joint working with Cherwell and 
Northampton District Councils.  We are proposing to maintain our Council Tax at the same figure that was 
applied last year and it is interesting to note that Stratford District Council maintains one of the lowest 
Council Tax rates in England. 


 
4.     Core Strategy – The news on the Core Strategy is not so exciting but nonetheless positive.  A new timetable 


has now been published and intimates that the Council will be ready to submit its documents for evaluation 
by mid-summer 2014.  We are still gathering information and consulting where the housing element will be 
placed.  Originally, we were looking for a figure of 8,500 houses for the district but this has been increased to 
a new figure of nearly 11,000 homes.  Paradoxically, the evidence suggests that the increase is largely to 
meet government targets for those people expected to move into our district.  The development will cover 
the period from 2011 until 2031.  The proposed development at Lighthorne Heath has been reduced from its 
original proposed figure of 4,900 to 3,000 homes.  This reduction accommodates Jaguar Land Rover’s 
requirement for more land for their expected expansion over the next ten years. 
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5.        Revision of County Council Divisions – With the expected growth of the population in Warwickshire over 


the next 15 years where some 40,000 new houses will be built, thought is being given to revising Division 
boundaries.  Presently, there are wide variations in the amount of constituents in each Division.  In the north 
of the County, there are some Divisions that only have an electorate of 5,000 and they can be next door to 
another Division where there is an electorate of 20,000.  In my own case of the Kineton Division where I 
have an electorate of some 7,000, this could increase to 12,000 if the proposals for Lighthorne Heath 
materialize.  The Boundary Reviews will be carried out over the next 18 months and the new areas 
implemented at the election in 2017.  There will also be a Public Interest Debate towards the end of 
February when the County Council debate whether or not there is an appetite to become a unitary authority.  
This debate has crystallized due to the significant changes in financing local government.   Currently, there 
are three options being considered.  The first is where all five Districts and Boroughs are dissolved and there 
would be one authority, The County Council.  The second alternative is for North Warwickshire and 
Nuneaton & Bedworth together with, possibly, Coventry, to combine forming a single unitary authority.  This 
would leave Stratford on Avon, Warwick and Rugby combining to form another single unitary authority.  
There will be much debate if and when these proposals proceed. 


  
   


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests): 13/02917/FUL Dassett House: Planning notification of 
amended/additional details has been received.  Subsequently a notice of conditions 
outlining permission with conditions has been granted for the application. 


 


Results of the extraordinary planning meeting held on the 21st December 2013: 


 


13/03094/FUL: Proposed two storey side extension at 1 Lower Terrace for Mr 
Samuel Clarke.  Decision: No representation 


13/01945/FUL: Change of use of land to domestic curtilage. Demolition of stable 
block and erection of agricultural type portal frame building for use 
in connection with Lime Cottage.  Lime Cottage, for Mr. Nick 
Paxton.  Decision: No representation 


 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance at close of business 31/12/13  
 
Current Account  £ 8,553.11 
Savings Account  £ 1,175.00 * 
 
*This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   
 
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
5 Dec    1258          12.20 
5 Dec  N Power DD        55.00 
17 Dec  D Tonks DD      214.06 
17 Dec    1257      222.00 
18 Dec  HMRC (VAT)     275.06 
   
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9 Dec   Bank Interest   0.05 
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Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
6 Jan  SDC (Website hosting) 1259   425.77 
6 Jan  AD Local History Grp 1260     50.00 
6 Jan  W Sherriff  1261     14.32 
6 Jan  H. Hide-Wright (Dec) 1262     78.59   
Total cheques        568.68  
 
Notes: 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    358.95 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £    431.00 
Interest Received    £        0.05 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
 
Total      £   1,175.00 
 
 
 Accounts for Payment 


- Account were approved for payment: Cheques were signed by David Hutt and Alastair 
Whestone 


Trevor Gill proposed that £425.77 of the money held in the deposit account should be transferred 
into the current account to cover the invoice for the community website.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, 
Seconded: Alastair Whetstone, unanimous.  ACTION: Clerk to transfer £425.77 from deposit 
to current account 


 


- Budget 2014/15 and precept:   


Trevor proposed that the precept is raised by £400 to £9,363 in order to cover the ongoing hosting 
cost of the community website:  Proposed: Trevor Gill, Seconded: Alastair Whetstone, unanimous. 


The precept request form was completed and then signed by David Hutt ready for submission. 


Providing the quotation for the electrical works relating to the heating, is under £150.00, the 
meeting authorised the expenditure to be made.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, Seconded: David Hutt, 
unanimous. 


- Commissioning of last two replacement street lights: Proposed: Trevor Gill, seconded: 
David Hutt, unanimous.  Action: Clerk to initiate the replacement of the remaining two 
street lights. 


-  


10.    MEMBER REPORTS: No candidates have come forward to apply for the vacancy on the Parish 
Council.  Action: Clerk to write up an advert to advertise the vacancy on the Parish Council and 
asking potential candidates to write a short piece on why they would like to join and the skills they can 
bring to the role. 


 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 3rd Feb, 3rd Mar, 7th Apr, 12th May, 2nd June, 7th Jul, 4th Aug, 1st Sept, 
6th Oct, 3rd Nov, 1st Dec  
 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm. 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 2nd June 2014  


The meeting commenced at 7.40pm 
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The Parish Council held a minutes silence in memory of Chris Campbell who died suddenly on Friday 30th 
May 2014. 


The Parish Council decided to send a wreath to the funeral or make a donation to the value of £50.00, in 
accordance with the families wishes, in memory of Chris Campbell and noted the work he had undertaken 
for the village whilst on the Parish Council.  


     


1.    APOLOGIES: None     


 Present: David, Alastair, Trevor Clerk 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  the minutes were accepted and signed and dated by 
David Hutt.  


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  
a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.  David Hutt had received a 


note from Lily Hope Frost some time ago which outlined thefts from allotment sheds.  People 
are encouraged to secure such buildings. 


b) Playground: Trevor confirmed that the play area was in good condition.  However he had 
received a report from members of the public who had expressed concerned that someone had 
dumped some soil in the area.  People should be aware that this is not an area for the disposal of 
materials and should not be repeated. 


c) Superfast Broadband:  Nothing to report 
d) Post Office: Nothing to report 
e) Emergency Plan:  Trevor has added some further details to the plan and had notified 


the Parish Council of the changes. 
Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


• Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church:  Trevor Gill said that WCC was 
committed to resolve the situation before the Soap Box Derby.  The Parish Council understands 
that a road closure order has been lodged for the Soap Box Derby and residents should be 
alerted to the fact that the road will be closed on the 14th June 2014. 


• Road between Avon Dasssett and Farnborough:  A member of the public had reported 
carriage way issues.  Trevor has contacted the Clerk to Farnborough PCC with a view to both 
parish councils working on the matter. Upon inspection of the area WCC had classified the 
defects as fraying of the road edge rather than potholes which occur on the carriage way itself.  
Later in the meeting Councillor Williams confirmed that this was the case. 


• Speed Reduction Scheme:  Details have been received, including a map outlining the change 
in location of the speed limit signs.  The relocation of the speed limit sign was discussed with 
Councillor Williams who undertook to give ADPC’s feedback to WCC on the proposal.  


Environment/Maintenance 


f)  Green areas:  Nothing to report. 
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f) Reading Room Maintenance:  The storage heaters have been removed from the Reading 


Room and the facility has been cleaned thoroughly.  Thanks were expressed to Trevor Gill for 
organising and carrying out these actions.   


 
Trevor Gill has developed a list of jobs that need attention in the RR including consideration of 
replacement window as some of the frames are rotten.  The Parish Council will consider the list and 
decide which items need to be actioned and factor them into the budget. 


 
 Communication/Administration  
 
 h)  Update/Review of internal Regulations and documents:  Various documents had been 
updated and circulated prior to the meeting.  They were discussed within the meeting and the 
following updated documents were unanimously accepted by the Parish Council.  (Proposed: 
Trevor Gill, Seconded: David Hutt.)   
 


• Risk Assessment  
• Standing Orders 
• Financial Regulations 
• Banking Standing Orders were confirmed by the Clerk and it was decided to keep them as 


they are.   
 
The Burial Ground will be discussed at the July meeting as requested by Ray Randerson the 
cemetery warden. 
 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Councillor Chris Williams. 
 


This is a relatively quiet period for both the County and District Councils other than the District Council elections 
and with little happening that would have a direct impact upon Avon Dassett.  Both councils have already been 
preparing their strategies for the financial implications of the restrictions placed upon the operation of all the 
services offered by the County and District Councils.    
 
Election Results – Stratford District Council recently had elections for approximately one-third of the Council, 
that is 18 members.  The Conservative Group gained five new seats on the council and the LibDems lost 2 seats, 
the Independents lost 3.   The new make-up of the District Council is now: 


 
Conservatives  35  
Lib Dems  12 
Labour    1 
Independent    4 


   Vacant    1 
 
A further local election is due to be held in Southam on 19th May 2014 to fill the Vacant seat.   
 
At the same time Euro Elections were held in the West Midlands, of which Stratford is part.  The only changes in 
the make-up of the West Midlands is that the LibDems and Labour Party lost one seat each and UKip Party 
gained 2.  
 
Highway Matters -  The proposed extension of the 30mph speed limit in Avon Dassett has now been agreed.  
Currently, the 30mph limits starts half way up the hill.  The proposal is to extend this to a point in close proximity 
to the entrance to the Cemetery.  It is proposed to erect a gateway sign which clearly identifies the speed limit 
restrictions appropriate for the village.  Signage is also to be erected close to the entrance to Avon Carrow on the 
road to Farnborough and on the entrance to the village from the B4100 after crossing the motorway.  It is hoped 
that, subject to approval by the Parish Council, that these new limits could be implemented within the next ten 
weeks. 
 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  The list was circulated at the meeting. 


8.  PLANNING: Notice of Decision 14/00521/FUL Rupert Forsythe, Knights Farm: Permission with 
Conditions. 







 


            484 


 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance at close of business 31/5/14  
 
Current Account  £9,427.03 
Savings Account  £ 749.40 * 
This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   
 
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
6 May  N Power DD        47.00 
15 May    1279        18.29 
20 May    1277        60.00 
21 May    1278      341.00 
22 May    1275        17.12 
22 May    1276      510.07 
27 May  Douglas Tonks DD      214.06 
 
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9th May  Bank Interest    0.03 
  
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
H. Hide-Wright           Clerk expenses 1281  20.64 
 
Total Cheques   20.64 
 
Notes: None to add 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.32 
Interest Received    £        0.03 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
 
Total      £    749.40 
 
10.    MEMBER REPORTS: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 7th Jul, 4th Aug, 1st Sept, 6th Oct, 3rd Nov, 1st Dec  
 
The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 3rd February 2014  


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
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1.    APOLOGIES: None      


 Present at Meeting: Trevor Gill, David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Chris Campbell, Councillor Williams, 
Clerk 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Signed by David Hutt. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5. MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  Nothing to report from Neighbourhood Watch.  
The Parish Council was aware that recently a dog was been stolen from a property within the 
village.  The dog was later found on the same day in Northamptonshire.   It has been reunited 
with its owner after its microchip was scanned. 


b) Playground (including monthly check):  Trevor Gill inspected the play area over the weekend 
and found it was in good order. 


c) Superfast Broadband:  Councillor Williams highlighted the possibility of getting a higher 
broadband speed through a satellite system.  ACTION:  Trevor Gill will look into satellite 
broadband.  Chris Campbell will provide further information to Trevor.   


d) Post Office – update:  Trevor Gill met with the manager of the Post Office, Bala Jaspal and she 
is open to the possible relocation of the PO to the pub and potentially altering the opening 
hours.  Bala confirmed that security would need to be dealt with.  Trevor suggested that 
further discussions with the landlord of The Avon are now required but it would be 
better to leave this until the Spring when the matter can be addressed fully. This was 
agreed. 


 Trevor has obtained a quotation for the removal of the storage heaters and the installation of 
 three pin plugs for £100 – 130.  Trevor will settle this bill and purchase some electric heaters to 
 heat the Reading Room.  


e) Update on additional signage/speed reduction scheme:  Councillor Williams was successful 
in obtaining a grant for £8k which means that there will be a gate to indicate the village 
entrance at the top and bottom of the hill.  The 30 mph speed limit will be extended to the top of 
the hill.  There will be a public consultation meeting to discuss the project which will be 
undertaken by Warwickshire County Council.  David Hutt thanked Councillor Williams for his 
efforts on this matter and especially in securing the grant to finance the works. 


f) Emergency Plan:    Trevor Gill will continue to work on this. 
Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Trevor Gill thanked Alastair Whetstone for helping to clear the footpath.  Trevor confirmed that he had 
spoken to Patch Byrne about the water running down the road and its affect on the road surface.  Patch 
Byrne explained that the County was dealing with many issues relating to the flooding and may not be 
able to inspect the area for some time. 


Environment/Maintenance 


i)      St John’s: Nothing to report. 
 
j) Green areas:  Alastair Whestone reported the trees in the churchyard have not been dealt with as 
yet.  The clerk confirmed that the reimbursement for the maintenance of the green areas has not 
been received and that she had chased this up with Matt Austin and was awaiting a response.  
ACTION: Clerk and Trevor Gill to expedite both matters 
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 Communication/Administration  
 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. County Council Budget – As I intimated last month the County Council Budget which is scheduled to 
be approved on Thursday 6th February may be unresolved on that date.  Central government has 
decreed that any increase in Council Tax has to be in line with government proposals.  These figures 
until 14th February which does indicate that the County Council will have to meet again on 25th Feburary 
to agree its Budget.  Presently, the ruling administration at the County is proposing a 2% increase in 
Council Tax whereas the government has indicated that the cap might be set at a figure of between 
1.25% and 1.5% this year.  All three political parties in Warwickshire have different Budget proposals 
and it would be speculation on my part to predict the outcome. 


 
2.  Road Safety – At the recent Transport Seminar, I was successful in securing a sum of money, £8,000, 


for the installation of Speed Reduction proposals for Avon Dassett.  These proposals included extending 
the 30mph Speed Limit to the top of the hill as well as creating Gateway features at the principal 
entrances to the village together with appropriate road markings. 


 
3. Core Strategy – The District Council is undertaking further Public Consultation on the emerging Core 


Stragegy because new technical evidence is suggesting further important changes that will affect how 
many and where new homes are built across the district.  The purpose of this new consultation is to 
invite comments on the following aspects of the Core Strategy. 


 
a. Changes to the time frame of the Core Strategy, currently the proposal will 


expire in 2029.  The new date is 2031. 
b. The total number of new homes that need to be built.  The current figure under 


consideration is 9,500 and the new figure is now 10,900. 
c. A range of alternative strategic options for meeting this increased housing 


requirement.  Members will recall that the original Core Strategy called for the 
establishment of a new settlement in Lighthorne Heath.  The new proposals will 
consideration other locations at Long Marston, the south-east edge of Stratford 
and two locations north of Southam.  In addition to the Lighthorne Heath 
proposal which has been reduced from the original figure of 4,900 to 3,000 new 
homes. 


 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


Clerk read out an email of thanks from Jill Burgess to Councillors Gill and Whetstone for their work in 
clearing the footpath of debris and leaves. 


The Clerk stated that Bill Robinson has confirmed his availability to undertake the internal audit. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


• Notice of Decision: 13/03094/FUL, I Lower Terrace: Permission with conditions 


• Notice of Decision:  13/01945/FUL, Lime Cottage: Permission with conditions 


The Councillors sought the view of Councillor Williams on the email recently received from the Clerk of 
Welford on Avon regarding planning.  Councillor Williams did not feel that it was helpful or an accurate 
reflection of the situation.  He highlighted that 60% of planning appeals by the County Council are won. 
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9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance at close of business 31/1/14  
Current Account  £ 8,183.06 
Savings Account  £ 749.28 * 
This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   
 
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
6 Jan  N Power DD      55.00 
8 Jan  Ring fenced transfer for website   425.77 
8 Jan    1261      14.32 
8 Jan    1256      8.08   
   
9 Jan    1262      78.59 
17 Jan    1259      425.77 
29 Jan  Douglas Tonks DD      214.06 
 
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9 Jan   Bank Interest   0.05 
  
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
3.2.14     J. Sherriff (coffee morning Jan) 1263  10.38 
3.2.14     H. Hide-Wright (expenses Jan) 1264  24.30 
3.2.14     WCC (Lighting maintenance) 1265  107.42 
 
Total Cheques   142.10 
 
Notes: None to add 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    358.95 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.23 
Interest Received    £        0.05 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
 
Total      £    749.23 
 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS: Chris Campbell confirmed that he has spoken to Jill Burgess about the 
website.  Jill confirmed that the Heritage Lottery Grant application is about to be filed with at least an 8 week 
wait before the outcome is known. 


Trevor Gill spoke about the Fete and confirmed that it will go ahead this year.  The Fete Committee is not 
organising an evening event but another group is considering organising such an event and this is currently 
under discussion. 


Trevor did thank the Fete Committee for its contribution for the over 60 luncheon and gifts for the children at 
Christmas. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 3rd Mar, 7th Apr, 12th May, 2nd June, 7th Jul, 4th Aug, 1st 
Sept, 6th Oct, 3rd Nov, 1st Dec  
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.   
 








MINUTES of ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 


12th May 2014 
Present: David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Trevor Gill, Chris Campbell, Councillor Williams, Clerk 


The meeting commenced at 8.00pm. 
 


1) ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN & VICE-CHAIRMAN:  David Hutt 


stood for Chairman for a further year.  Proposed: Alastair Whetstone, 


Seconded: Chris Campbell.  Alastair stepped down as Vice-Chair.  


Trevor Gill was accepted for the role as Vice- Chair.  Proposed: Chris 


Campbell, seconded: David Hutt.  Alastair Whetstone was thanked for 


all his work as Vice-Chair. 


Parish Councillors commented on the need for further parish 


councillors both currently and in the future.  It is notable that if the 


Parish Council does not have at least 3 members it will not be quorate 


and the District Council will take over. 


 2) APOLOGIES: None 


3) CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST AGM:  Minutes were accepted, 


signed and dated by David Hutt.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, seconded: 


Alastair Whetstone. 


4) CHAIR'S REPORT: See Annual Parish Meeting 


5) FINANCIAL REPORT: See Annual Parish Meeting 


                        6) CHARITIES' REPORT: Nothing to report 
 
  7) MEMBER REPORTS: Nothing to report 


 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm. 


 


 


 


 







MINUTES of ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 


12th May 2014 
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The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 


Present: David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Trevor Gill, Chris Campbell, Councillor Williams, 
Clerk. 


1) Minutes of last meeting: The minutes were accepted and signed and 
dated by David Hutt.  Proposed: David Hutt, Seconded: Trevor Gill. 
Unanimous.  


2) Chairman’s report: David Hutt addressed the meeting with his annual 
review. 


 


2013-14: The year May 2013-14 has been generally one of (steady as she goes).  Last year we had 
the highlight of the St Johns church step campaign and opening.  This year there have been no 
major items of a similar nature.  The year has been more to do with the maintenance and steady 
improvement of the facilities of the village.  Systematically the street lighting has been replaced 
and some good news towards the end of this year has been the efforts of our Stratford District 
Councillor Chris Williams securing the money to enable signage at the entrance to Avon Dassett.  
The street sign announcing the village will also carry the wording please drive carefully. 


Councillor Vacancy:  Due to work and family commitments Daniel Robertson has had to resign 
from his responsibilities on the council with effect from January 2014.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Daniel for his significant contribution during his time in office.  In particular 
with regards to the village clean up and maintenance days plus considerable additional work 
which was carried out together with Trevor Gill quietly ensuring the upkeep of the appearance of 
the village.  To date a replacement has not yet come forward, therefore we would like to take the 
opportunity to invite a member of the community to step forward for the vacant position. 
Road – water leaks: Despite the best efforts of Warwickshire County council re-surfacing the 
Avon Dassett road from top to bottom the water table is so high that water has forced its way 
through the surface next to St Johns church and as a result poses a continuing serious threat to 
road safety on what is already a difficult double bend in the road. WCC are already aware of the 
situation and we have been informed that they are going to repair the road sometime during the 
summer months.  Caution is encouraged when negotiating this passage of road particularly when 
driving up the hill and great caution should be taken with regards to the possibility of cyclists on 
the road. 
Councillors:  I wish to take this opportunity to give thanks to all councillors Chris, Trevor and 
Alastair who give their time for free to support and enable the local community.  The efforts 
particularly of Trevor Gill throughout the year deserve special praise.  He has always been the first 
to offer to attend meetings on behalf of the Council with regard to: 


1. Community and Crime Matters 


2. Broadband 
3. Budget – Together with Alastair. 
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In addition the fact that the village has been kept free from any flooding in what has been the 
wettest winter in living memory is in no small part due to Trevor, Alastair and Daniel ensuring 
that the drains are always free from debris and Trevor arranging with the local council to jet the 
drains before winter began. 
Maintenance of Green Areas:  Thanks are due once again to Michael Mann for his efforts in 
keeping the green areas of the village looking good and in addition to all the village residents who 
have played their part in looking after the flower tubs which decorate the village. 


Summary:  The thoughtful and hard work of the councillors and secretary Helen which largely 
goes unseen is the principle reason why the village has run smoothly over the last year. 


We now move into our last year in office before the elections in May 2015.  Personally I am 
looking for a year which provides more of the same.  The fete was a great success in 2013.  The 
Soap Box Derby also broke all records in participants with numbers watching and the money 
raised for charity.  2014 looks set to repeat these successes. 


The Avon staying open still appears to be hanging in the balance. We will all be aware of the To 
Let sign having been erected.  I am sure we are all well aware that is has to be in the whole 
communities interest for the hardworking publican Joe to be supported in his efforts to keep the 
pub open.  Its closure will undoubtedly have a detrimental influence in the village.  Residents are 
strongly encouraged to, “use it or lose it.” 


3) Financial Report with annual review of Standing Orders, Banking 
Standing Orders and Direct Debits, Fixed Assets List, Financial 
Regulations, Emergency Plan, Risk Assessment. 


     
FINANCIAL REPORT at CLOSE OF FINANCIAL YEAR 2013-2014 


      
 Bank Balance @ 31 March 2013:  £4,721.15   
 Precept for 2012/13:  £8,963.00   
 Receipts during 2012/13:  £2,287.65   
  £15,971.80  
Add in adjustment from last financial year (Ref Bill Robinson 28.4.14) 
 Plus cheque not cashed (1224)  £30.00 
 Less cheque cashed from 2011/12 (1162)  £11.00 
 Adjusted balance £15,990.80 
 
 Payments during 2011/12:  £7,904.60   
  £8,086.20   
 
 Balance carried forward @ 31 March 2014:  £8,086.20 
 
 
End of Year bank balances: 
 
Lloyds TSB A/c No 00023602 @ 31 March 2014 £7,336.86 
Lloyds TSB A/C No 00140954 @ 31 March 2014 £749.34 Note 3 
 
Balance carried forward for external audit £8,086.20 
 
Note 3: This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC including any interest received into the 
account.   
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Parish Council Standing Orders:  The current standing orders will be 
reviewed and presented to the Parish Council for discussion and 
amendment at the June/ July meeting.  This was agreed.  ACTION: Clerk 
and Trevor Gill to review operating Standing Orders for ADPC. 


 


Banking SO’s and DD’s: 


Current Account:  N Power: Electricity 


   Douglas Tonks: Payroll 


Deposit Account: SDC: Precept payment 


   HMRC: VAT refund 


Direct Debits will be initiated for the street lighting bills. 


Fixed Assets List:  The fixed assets had been the subject of review and 
were confirmed as being an accurate reflection of the current position.  It is 
noted that the village welcome feature will need to be added to the list and 
insurance cover once it is installed. 


Financial Regulations: The current regulations will be reviewed and 
presented to the Parish Council for discussion and amendment at the June/ 
July meeting.  This was agreed.  ACTION: Clerk and Trevor Gill to 
review financial regulations for ADPC. 


Emergency Plan: Just been completed by Trevor Gill and submitted to 
SDC.  Further key to RR has been issued to Councillor Campbell.  


Risk Assessment: The current document will be reviewed and presented 
to the Parish Council for discussion and amendment at the June/ July 
meeting.  This was agreed.  ACTION: Clerk and Trevor Gill to review 
the risk assessment policy for ADPC. 


4) Open Forum: No public were present. 


 
The meeting closed at 8.00pm. 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
 


Monday 7th July 2014 
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1.    APOLOGIES (with acceptance of apologies): Councillor Williams.    


Present: Trevor Gill, Alastair Whetstone, David Hutt, Clerk 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  The minutes were accepted by the meeting.  Signed and 
dated by David Hutt.    


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:  None 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground.  This matter is deferred until the August meeting in order to allow the Cemetery 
Warden, Ray Randerson, to attend. 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:   Police had sent a report about a local incident 
where an elderly person had been targeted by fraudsters who had managed to obtain funds by 
deception.  


c) Playground (including monthly check): Nothing to report 
d) Superfast Broadband: Nothing to report 
e) Post Office:  The Post office had experienced difficulties with its computer, resulting in 


a loss of service for a couple of weeks.  The Clerk and Post Office manager had worked 
to resolve the matter but these had to be addressed by ROMEC, the Post Office 
engineers.  It is understood that a power cut, affecting the village, may have triggered 
the initial problem. 


Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains 


• Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church:  No update available, Councillor Williams 
unable to attend the meeting. 


• Speed Reduction Scheme:  No update available, Councillor Williams unable to attend the 
meeting. 


Environment/Maintenance 


f)  Green areas:  The Parish Council agreed to discuss the replacement of the flower tubs at the 
November 2014 meeting to link into the budget.  Nothing further to report. 
 
g) Reading Room maintenance:  Nothing to report. 
 


 Communication/Administration  
 
 h) Administration:  The Clerk reaffirmed her request for an appraisal and review of pay.  
David Hutt will deal with this matter and speak to WALC for guidance. 
 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Not available.  
 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


Including 14/01615/FUL 4 Park Drive Cottages.  Mr and Mrs D. Robertson:    No representation. 
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9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT  
Balance at close of business 30/6/14  
Current Account  £9,336.71 
Savings Account  £ 749.43 * 
This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   
Bank Transactions 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
5 June  N Power DD        47.00 
5 June    1280          8.62 
11 June    1281        20.64 
16 June  SDC Precept     200.00 
26 June  D. Tonks       214.06 
 
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9.6.14 Interest     0.03 
 
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
7.7.14 J. Sherriff   1282      8.79 
7.7.14              MFM Services   1283   131.00 
7.7.14              Hide-Wright (June)  1284     20.10  
7.7.14              British Heart Foundation  1285     50.00 
7.7.14              MFM Services   1286   320.00 
Total Cheques   529.89 
Notes: None to add 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.35 
Interest Received    £        0.03 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
 
Total      £    749.43 
 
July 2014 1stQuarter budget update (including expenses up to End June 2014) 
    Budget £ Spend to date £ % of Budget 


 
Expenditure   9363  2,882.19  31%  
VAT     97.39 
RR Insurance     935  809.43   87% Annual Fee 
RR Rates    100 
RR Clean       165 
RR Maintenance   400  100   25%  
Clerk Pay      2800  677.98   24%   
Admin    400  100.19   25% 
PC Training   100 
WALC     100  92   92% Annual Fee  
Elec supply RR  600   141   24% 
Street Light Supply  825  439.33   53% Includes Annual fees 
Playground Rental  50 
Website   400   
Playground   150   
Other    0      
Mowing   1800  431   24% 
Audit Fees   200  60   30%  
Coffee Morning  138  23.87   17% 
Election Fees   200  
 







 
            486 
 
Other Funds held by ADPC:   
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)   £       5.32 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
      Total £    749.37 
 
Bank reconciliation:  Opening Bank Balance at 1.4.14   7,336.86 
     Less Expenditure to 30.6.14    -2,882.19 
     Plus income to 30.6.14    +4,882.04 
    Reconciled balance at 30.6.14   9,336.71  


 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS:  Nothing to report. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 4th Aug, 8th Sept, 6th Oct, 3rd Nov, 1st Dec  
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 
 








Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
Monday 12th May 2014  


The meeting commenced at 8.15pm. 
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1.    APOLOGIES: None     


Present: David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Trevor Gill, Chris Campbell, Councillor Williams, Clerk. 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted and signed and dated by 
David Hutt.    


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report. 


b) Playground:  Alastair Whetstone confirmed that the play area was fine. 
Within the audit it was recommended that the area and gravestones are subject to regular inspection 
to ensure that the area is safe.  This was accepted by the meeting and it was agreed to have monthly 
reviews of the burial area.  ACTION: Councillors to  review the burial area for the safety of 
headstones. 
c) Superfast Broadband:  Nothing to report.  Councillor Williams reported that the Government 


has put further funding into the technology and Councils are trying to match this. 
d) Post Office:  Nothing to report 
e) Emergency Plan Adoption: Trevor Gill asked Parish Councillors to supply the names 


of vulnerable residents who may need assistance in emergency situations. 
Roads : Traffic, Roads and Drains 


• Water flowing onto road close to St John’s Church.  Councillor Williams said that the road 
would be patched up prior to the soap box derby.  Subsequently a French Drain will be installed 
to divert the water into a drain. 


Environment/Maintenance 


f)  Green areas: Trevor Gill has spoken to the residents regarding the village green.  The majority of 
residents feel strongly that the green area should not be subject to repeated damage.  However 
comments were also made about the difficulties that some larger vehicles have to manoeuvre in the 
area.   Trevor Gill suggested the installation of concrete material to protect the area.  The costs will 
be assessed and presented to a subsequent meeting.  ACTION:  Trevor Gill to cost the purchase of 
protective materials for the village green. 
 
g) Reading Room maintenance:  Trevor Gill is compiling a list of items which need reviewing and 
will present to a future parish council meeting for consideration. ACTION: Trevor Gill to compile 
a list of items for repair/attention at the Reading Room.   
 


 Communication/Administration  
 h)  Audit: The return was signed by David Hutt.  Minute reference 480 was entered onto the 
 return.  Councillors thanked the Clerk for her work on the Audit. 
 
5. COUNCIL REPORTS: Councillor Williams gave a report, following on from an all day meeting. 
 


Various sites are being considered for major housing development.  The site of Lighthorne Heath is favoured 
by the Council.  It is felt that between now and 2031 the Council is providing housing for several thousand 
people of which a proportion will be affordable housing. 
 
The Core Strategy will now come before the central Government who will review it to see that proper 
consultation has taken place.  
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Councillor Williams gave information about the impact of HS2. 
 


7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


8.  PLANNING:  Notice of Decision 14/00426/FUL: Permission with conditions: Orchard Cottage, Mr 
Anthony Deeming.  


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


   
Balance at close of business 30/4/14  
 
Current Account  £ 10,634.57 
Savings Account  £ 749.37 * 
 
This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC plus any interest received into the account.   
 
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
 7 April  N Power DD         47.00 
7 April  D. Tonks CREDIT   0.54 
10 April   1273          6.58 
10 April   1274          8.67 
11 April   1270        22.19 
14 April   1269      100.00 
15 April   1272      809.43 
17 April   1271        92.00 
28 April SDC Precept     4,681.50 
29 April D. Tonks DD      298.46 
 
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9th April  Bank Interest    0.03 
  
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
 N Power 1275    17.12 
N Power 1276  510.07 
W J Robinson  Internal Audit 1277    60.00 
MFM Services (March and April Mowing) 1278  341.00 
H. Hide-Wright 1279    18.29 
J. Sherriff 1280     8.62 
Total Cheques   955.10 
 
Notes: None to add 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.05 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        5.29 
Interest Received    £        0.03 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
 
Total      £    749.37 
10.    MEMBER REPORTS: Trevor asked the Parish Council to consider the purchase of a tea urn for the 
use of village functions.  Approximate cost is £70.  This was unanimously approved: Proposed: Trevor Gill, 
seconded: David Hutt. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2014 dates: 2nd June, 7th Jul, 4th Aug, 1st Sept, 6th Oct, 3rd Nov, 1st Dec  
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 







 





