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Present: Jill Burgess, Sarah Richardson, Andy Rutherford, Helen Hide-Wright, Chris Williams, 


Alysoun Glasspool (representing the Playground Group). 


 1. Apologies David Hutt, Lily Hope-Frost. 


 2. There were no declarations of interests. 


 3. The minutes from the previous meeting were confirmed. 


 4. MATTERS ARISING:  


Community 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  Chris Williams reported to the council 
that since police patrols has ceased in the evenings, crime in Fenny Compton had 
increased and he was interested to hear if it had had any impact on Avon Dassett. 


Roads 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains: The maintenance work for the speed enforcement 
camera area has been completed.  JB has asked to know what the police powers are 


and awaits a report. 


The new speed signs in the village have been installed and are more robust. 


Potholes have been filled with the exception of the large hole at the crossroads with 


the B4100.  JB will report this again. ACTION: JB 


Chris Williams reported that during the snow and ice, a car had been involved in a 


serious collision near the cross roads with the B4100 on the Arlescott side of the 
junction.  The resident nearby have requested a salt bin is located close to this 
junction in order that they can make safe this area during similar weather conditions.  


The Parish Council acknowledged that they would consider this and JB will approach 
Warks County Council for a quotation for a salt bin. ACTION: JB 


Nigel Chetwind has surveyed the bottom of the village with a view to redirecting the 


flow of surface water.  The intention is to ensure that water flows down the road, 
around the corner and into the ditch.  His report is pending. 


JB was present at the examinations of the drains at Bitham Hall recently.  Both ends 


of the drain appear to be blocked by compacted material and it may have partially 
collapsed.  A full report is pending. 


Environment/Maintenance 


c) Playground – Alysoun Glasspool, representing the Playground Group, addressed the 
Parish Council.  She gave an update stating that fundraising was already underway 
with an £8.5k grant having just been secured from Stratford-upon-Avon’s 


Development Fund.  She thanked Councillor Williams for his assistance in the grant 
application and acknowledged the Avon Dassett Parish Plan had assisted the 


application. 


The playground will be developed in two phases: firstly for 6-16 year olds followed by 
the under 6’s.  Alysoun has plans for the development which she will share with the 


Parish Council and was confident of securing further grant funds. 


Alysoun requested assistance in obtaining financial support for the Avon Dassett Fete 
Committee.  After some discussion it was decided that the Playground Committee 


would write two letters to the Parish council.  The first letter would seek financial  
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support for the Parish Council and the second letter would seek assistance from the  


Parish Council in gaining the release of £1k which is part of the £1,400 held by the 


fete committee and ring fenced for projects arising from the Parish Plan.  


The Parish Council explained that the funds are for the benefit of the whole population 
of Avon Dassett and therefore they will have to consider how much they can give to 


this project without prejudicing their support for others groups. 


Alysoun asked for a timetable for the Lease being drawn up.  Andy Rutherford 
responded by confirming that the lease was almost ready save for some detail which 


is needed from the Worrall brothers.  The legal costs are £250 plus land registry fees.  
The Parish Council will consider who pays for this cost and let the Play area Group 


know.                                                                                            ACTION: ADPC 


Alysoun asked for confirmation that once the project is complete the Parish Council 
will continue its annual inspection of the play area.  This was confirmed. 


Alysoun thanked Sarah Rutherford for her work in securing the aforementioned £8.5k 
grant. 


d) St John’s:  Nothing new to report. 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’: The tender letters have been sent out to 5 contractors and 
already 2 have responded.  The deadline for response is mid-February in order that 
discussions can take place at the Parish Council meeting in March 2010. 


JB reported that the innards of the bin near the play area have disappeared and needs 
replacing.  She also noted that the bin was dilapidated.  Enquiries will be made to 
Street Scene for a replacement. ACTION: JB 


The Nature Area grant is slightly under spent.  JB looking into securing some 
woodchip for the area. ACTION:JB 


Communication/Administration 


JB reported that Sandra Rice will update the Avon Dassett Welcome Pack. 


The design statement is almost finished.  Copies will be sent out to those who were 


unable to attend the recent meeting for comment and then funding for publishing the 
document will be sought. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS:   


 
District Councillor’s Report 


 


1. Waste Collection -  On behalf of the District Council, I would like to say a big Thank You to 


the parishioners of Avon Dassett for their understanding for the disruption that the recent bad 


weather has caused to their waste collection.  It was difficult enough to understand the new 


rota covering the Christmas period and if you were like me and consulted the website, the 


proposals were frankly gibberish!  However, as of last Monday collections are back to 


normal.  I did see a refuse vehicle collecting from my road when conditions were thought to 


be better (still laying snow) and how it avoided parked cars left me in no doubt that had they 


collected during the really bad weather they would have put the lives of themselves and others 


at risk. 


 


2. Warmington Travellers’ Site Appeal – It was hoped that the Appeal by the Travellers 


against Stratford District Council’s decision to refuse them permission to settle in 


Warmington would have been heard this week.  However, the Applicant has asked the 


Inspectorate for the Appeal to be deferred until 18
th


 March due to double booking by the  
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3. Defense Counsel.  The Inspectorate allowed this deferment which is causing great 


inconvenience to the Appeal Team at Stratford, the Parish Council at Warmington and others. 


 


4. Budget – It would seem that the District Council’s budget will be settled at a figure of an 


increase in Council Tax of 2.5%.  This equates to an increase for the District Council Band D 


Taxpayer of some 34p a month.  There are no significant cuts in front line services but over 


£10 million of savings have been achieved through efficiency, natural wastage of labour and 


better use of partnership working. 


 


 County Councillor’s Report 


 


1. County Budget – It appears that the County Budget due to be set on 9
th
 February will recommend an 


increase of 2.5% in Council Tax.  This low increase has been achieved by savings right across the 


Council.  On average each department has reduced its costs by a minimum of 4%.  The budget for the 


Fire Service has not decreased.  In the main front line services, as far as the public is concerned, will 


not been greatly affected and the real savings are in back office operations and improved efficiencies.  


This year, out a budget of some £500 million, the overall savings amount to £25 million.  The 


prediction for next year indicates that savings of this magnitude will be difficult to achieve without 


losing some front line services.  The Police are yet to decide by how much their precept will alter and 


any changes will affect the final amount of Council Tax applied. 


 


2. Gritting of Road -  The last four weeks have put a great strain on the gritting service.  I personally 


believe that we should be proud of how well Warwickshire kept the main routes clear.  One only had 


to cross the border into Oxfordshire to see how badly they were gritting and salting in comparison.  


This winters poor weather has lead us to review our policy regarding which roads should continue to 


be gritted and, of particular interest to Parish Councils, do we have the right policies regarding 


refilling and siting of salt bins.  The Parish Council will be able to take part in a consultat ion to be 


commenced in March of this year.  Warwickshire currently grits 47% of all major roads.  This figure 


is far higher than other authorities.  East night of gritting operation costs £40,000 in materials alone, 


let along the cost of maintaining the vehicles and paying gritting staff. 


 


3. Emergency Planning – The recent disaster in Haiti has shown us just important Parish Councils 


will be in times of emergency.  Most people imagine emergencies are such things as aeroplane 


crashes, major road accidents or flooding.  The first two are usually handled by the Police and 


flooding we all know about.   In reality, the people who are responsible for planning emergency 


response consider that a plague is far more likely and requires a sound plan to be in place.  We 


thought earlier this year that the Swine Flu would be far worse than it proved.  The concerns by 


Authorities are that if plague strikes and there is insufficient manpower to supply power, water, 


sewage and other such necessities how would we all cope?  Wiser heads than ours are working on 


this issue but I think as an item the Parish Council should update and visit its Emergency Plan at 


least every six months. 


 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE:  Had previously been circulated. Several new items were brought 
to the attention of the meeting: Chubb Security for the Reading Rooms, dogs and public 


rights of way, cessation of street lighting night patrol, costs of maintaining street lights. 


The Parish Council would encourage the public to report 
any problems with street lights to the Parish Council. 


7.  PLANNING – Land At Mollington Lane, Warmington: Informal Hearing has been 
adjourned until 10th March 2010. 
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8. FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  Balance at close of business 01/2/10 
 


Current Account £562.30 
Savings Account £5,776.64 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS – JB has been invited to the Beacon Event at the Heritage 
Motor Museum on the 12th March to represent Parish Council Websites. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING –Monday 1st March 2010 


The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
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 Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council                         


Monday 2nd August 2010 
The meeting opened at 7.30pm         


Present: Jill Burgess, Lily Hope-Frost, Sarah Richardson, Helen Hide-Wright, Councillor Chris 


Williams. 


Public: Mike Lewis. 


1.   APOLOGIES: Andy Rutherford, David Hutt. 


2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes proposed by LHF, seconded by SR. 


Councillor Williams confirmed that the grants from Southam were not available to ADPC. 


4.MATTERS ARISING:  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a. Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


A large, expensive trampoline had recently been reported stolen.  It was taken from a 


paddock/garden during the night. 


LHF was pleased to report that generally Crimestoppers had achieved a number of arrests in the last 


year and that figures for burglaries and thefts were down. 


b. Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Traffic (JB):  A reply has come from the speed management co-ordinator regarding feed back from 


police speed enforcement monitoring-‘I doubt the information will be shared with the PC as the 


Police have a huge number of sites they monitor. To keep every parish informed of what is 


happening with each site in their ward is just not feasible I'm afraid as there simply isn't the 


resource to do that.’ 
 
Roads- all pot holes through the village were filled at the beginning of July. Outstanding jobs are 


few and include repairing the footpath on Church Hill. 


 


Two street lamps, one in Park Close and the other opposite St Joseph’s, were reported as not 


working on July 14
th
. Repairs were due to be undertaken within 5 working days of the report being 


received. 


 


Drains- nothing to report. New drain cover in nature area still outstanding. 


 


Environment/Maintenance (AR)   


c) Playground:  An update from AR was read by JB- ‘Things are progressing well with the 


playground and it is anticipated that we will be able to provide a better picture of exactly where we 


are in September - by then I would hope to have finished the lease and the works should be done.’ 


Councillors thanked the playground user group for the installation of the new equipment which was 


being heavily used. 


    


d) St John’s: JB and HHW confirmed that posters have been displayed and circulated via email for 


the proposed children’s art competition.  HHW offered to publicise the competition through church 


notices because of the religious links.                                                                        ACTION: HHW 


LHF confirmed that an extra cut had been undertaken by SDC through Chris Dobson and Matt 


Austin.  The works were excellent and ADPC were grateful for this assistance.  LHF had since had 


confirmation that a further cut would take place in September/October 2010. 
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LHF has reported a dead tree close to the boundary to The Old Rectory. 


LHF had had a response from The Churches Conservation Trust on the possibility of installing a 


public convenience at the church.  It was felt that the listing of the building, consequent building 


restrictions, lack of funds and lack of grants in the current economic climate, all indicated that the 


project could not be undertaken. 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’.  JB read an update for AR.  He reported that the growing season was 


coming to an end.  JB suggested that the Councillors undertake their maintenance review by 


walking through the village in October to list what needs to be undertaken in the following year. 


                                                                                                             ACTION: Councillors 


Communication/Administration (SR) None 


JB had received a request from Warmington Fete for the load of the display boards for an art 


exhibition on 4
th
 September. ADPC felt that as long as the boards could be returned within a couple 


of days, the request could be met. 


 


A request was heard from Mike Lewis for the use of the cemetery car park on Saturday 14
th


 August 


for parking for a family event. He kindly made a donation to ADPC of £10. 


 


It has been suggested that the Open Gardens day contribute to the PC for the use of the cemetery car 


park on that day.  ADPC discussed this and concluded that charitable events should not be subject 


to any extra costs, however, donations to ADPC from private functions would be welcome. 
  


JB read a message from AR which stated that his work commitments meant that is was likely that 


he would have to stand down from ADPC in the next few months.  He hoped that he would still be 


able to contribute in a more informal way after he leaves the council.  Everyone at the meeting was 


sad to hear this news after all of the contributions which AR has made to AD and the Council.  


 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS: County and District Councillor’s Report 
 


1. Fire Service Review – The County Council debated the outcome of the consultation into the future of 
Warwickshire Fire Service on Tuesday 20th July.  I am pleased to report that as a result of the 
consultation held at the end of last year, Fenny Compton Fire Station will not now be closed as was 
originally proposed.  However, there will be some closures, namely, Studley, Warwick and Brinklow.   
The areas covered by those Fire Stations earmarked for closure will be serviced by Fire Stations that 
are either close in proximity, or enlarged by additional fire tenders.  The main thrust of the Fire Service 
Review is far more than just deciding which fire stations are to close.  It is all about producing a better 
fire service for Warwickshire.  For example, real fire training at the Fire College at Morton-in-Marsh and 
improved management leading to a reduction in absenteeism will improve the availability of crews at 
full time and retained fire stations.  Warwickshire was one of the poorest counties carrying out Home 
Fire Risk Assessments and to this end the Fire Service would like to publicise a free service where 
domestic properties are checked to ensure that there are no fire risks.  Where appropriate they will 
also install, at no cost, a Smoke Alarm.  The contact for this service is Mark Styzaklra - Home First Safety 
Risks, Warwickshire Fire Service on 01789 293271. 


 
2. Windfarm at Knightcote – The Planning Inspector dismissed the Appeal by Broadview Energy to site 


a 60m Meteorological Mast close to Knightcote.  The Appeal was dismissed for the following reasons:- 
 


(a) It would have an adverse impact on the local landscape 
(b) The proposed mast would harm the local landscape 
(c) The proposed development would harm the character and appearance of the area 
(d) The Inspector was not convinced that the scheme would minimise the impact on wildlife 
(e) The Inspector was unable to deduce that the proposals by Broadview would comply with 


policy PR.1 which provides that proposals that would damage features of local distinctiveness 
would not be permitted unless significant public benefit would arise from the scheme 
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Despite not winning the Appeal, Broadview have indicated that they will submit an application in 
September for the erection of five Wind Turbines.  The Planning Department has attempted to engage 
with Broadview but without success.  SDC is currently preparing a master plan which indicates where, 
in our district, the siting of windfarms might be appropriate.  I doubt that Broadview will come forward 
with the proposal that they demonstrated at an Exhibition held in Knightcote on Monday 12 th July.  The 
Inspector’s comments clearly indentify that any such proposal would be in conflict with agreed policies.  
Time will tell if their aspirations come to fruition with a planning application.  Currently, Warwickshire is 
identified as an unsuitable location for the production of alternative energy due to poor meteorological 
conditions. 


 
3. High Speed Rail – The proposed Public Consultation into the route of HS2 between London and 


Birmingham which was scheduled to be heard in the autumn, has been deferred until the spring.  
Certain additional requirements have been added by the government.  Namely the route should 
connect with HS1, the Channel Tunnel link; a spur should be erected going directly to Heathrow and 
the feasibility into continuing beyond Birmingham to Manchester and Glasgow are to be added to the 
Feasibility Study.  Currently, the government has been unwilling to provide technical information, 
namely noise envelope and technology to be used on the line when it is constructed.  Until this 
information is available the County Council is in a difficult position with regard to either supporting, or 
opposing the proposal.  As it stands, the view is that the route would cause extreme harm to residents 
of Warwickshire and this harm greatly outweighs the economic benefit that might accrue to the West 
Midlands. 


 
Cllr Chris Williams 
Member for Kineton Division  - WCC 
Member for Fenny Compton Ward - SDC 
27.07.10. 
 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE:  Correspondence was distributed.  It was decided that the information 


on Open Spaces would be made available at the coffee morning on 3.8.10.             ACTION: HHW 


7.  PLANNING: There were no new applications. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  Balance at close of business 31/7/10 


Current Account £971.09 
Savings Account £5,363.32 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


Clerk £157.75  1040 
Sue Harris (June cleaning) £10.00  1041 


nPower £17.27  1042 


W. Sherriff £7.66  1043 


W. Sherriff £6.21  1044 
Green area contractor £140.00  1045 


 


Total cheques £338.89 


Income 
Feldon Archaeology £5.00 


Sarah Richardson (Rent for field) £10.00 
Mike Lewis (Donation) £10.00 


Total £25.00 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 


LHF summarised the recent Open Garden Event.  There were 411 visitors generating £2,055.  Teas 


generated £742.50, plant sales, £56.00 and a donation of £3.25 giving a grand total of £2,856.75.  


LHF recognised the great works by many volunteers in AD to make the day the success it was. 


LHF had received her home fire safety check.  She found it to have been very professional and 


would recommend others to undertake the service which is free of charge. 
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ADPC confirmed that the Christmas Gathering will take place on the 19
th
 December 2010, 


commencing in the early evening 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 13
TH 


September 2010.                                              


The meeting closed at 8.30pm   
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Monday 4th October 2010 


 1. APOLOGIES: Jill Burgess, Andy Rutherford. 


     Public present: Michael Carter, Ray Randerson 


 2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: SR and DH regarding planning for Park Drive Cottages.  


 3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed by DH, seconded by LHF, signed by SR.  


 4. MATTERS ARISING: ACTION  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch  


LHF had received a report of excessive speeding which is being referred onto the police along with 


another driving issue. 


At a recent police meeting the reported cases of anti-social behaviour had risen by 9%. 


Keith Hicks of Fenny Compton Neighbourhood Watch has delivered three new signs to LHF for 


installation in AD. 


Roads (JB to lead) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains  


SR read JB’s note: Traffic - the next visit from Speedaware team is on 14
th
 October. JB will request 


feedback from this visit. 


Roads and drains- nothing to report  


 Environment/Maintenance (DH/AR to lead) 


c) Playground – No update.  ACTION: HHW to seek update on lease and inspection report from 


AR 


d) St John’s – LHF confirmed that the bells had been rung on Ride and Stride day which was 


supported by 14 visitors to the church.  Graham Nabb will ring the bells at the Christmas gathering 


on the 19
th
 December, the timings of which were confirmed:  5.00 pm Old Rectory drinks, 5.30 pm St 


John’s, 6.30 pm Children’s event at the Reading rooms. 


LHF has identified a number of children who are keen to take part in the children’s event on the 19
th. 


 


Any interested in participating should make themselves knows to LHF or a member ADPC. 


LHF will purchase supplies for the event including candles. 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’  


SR read from JB’s notes: All councillors met on 18
th
 September to walk around the village to 


establish maintenance needs for 2011. 


It was suggested that we have another volunteer day on Saturday 30th October 10.30 am at the 


Reading Rooms to tackle some small maintenance jobs and to replant the tubs. It was also suggested 


that we could invite the village children to assist with the planting.  


                                   ACTION: SR to advertise volunteer day and sponsoring tubs in the CC 


LHF confirmed that the church is owed one more cut this year. 


Issuing of tenders:  It was decided that the mowing contracts would continue with some slight 


alterations: the cemetery cuts will increase from 7 to 10 per season.  Mowing continues to be a major 


expenditure for ADPC and the council are concerned to keep costs down.  It was decided that tenders 


would be invited with a deadline of 22
nd


 November.  Tenders will be discussed and awarded in 


December 2010.  The process will be advertised in the Compton Chronicle and on notice boards in 


Fenny Compton and Avon Dassett.                                                               ACTION : SR and HHW 


JB offered to meet with the new maintenance people and walk round the village with them once the 
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f)  Cemetery – review of rules 


SR read the following note from JB: A document has been put together showing the events which led 


up to the use of plot 6 rather than plot 5. This will be kept in the Burial Folder. Hopefully it will be 


enough, come the 2011 audit, to clarify why the rules were not adhered to. I would recommend that 


in future the rules are followed as stated to save us further unnecessary personal distress and potential 


censure from external bodies. This was agreed by the Parish Council. 


A document was discussed which integrated advice on the management of burial areas from various 


sources.  It was decided that the current regulations would be modified to integrate many of these 


points.  It was confirmed that plots would be allocated strictly in numeric order, that plots are 


numbered on the burial plan and that this would be adapted to include an area for cremated remains.  


The plan will be brought to the meeting in November 2010 for marking of the new area.  Each plot 


for cremated remains will be of a specified dimension. 


Chris Williams advised the Council to contact Fenny Compton PC to ascertain their regulations and 


also advised that change of use may require a planning application.                       ACTION: HHW                                                                                                                                                           


Ray Randerson addressed the meeting seeking clarification on who could dig the plots for the burial 


of cremated remains.  The meeting concluded that this was a role for the undertaker or funeral 


director. 


Ray Randerson will seek a deputy warden and present a list of candidates to ADPC.  


Once the new plan is drawn up the master plan will be stored and maintained by the Clerk and a copy 


sent to the warden. 


Communication/Administration 


Remembrance Day – LHF will approach Fr Bill to see if he can attend. JB to approach Ian Hiley. 


Christmas Cards – It was decided to sell the existing stock 


 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS : County and District Councillor’s Report presented by Councillor Chris 


Williams 


 


1. Waste Recycling – The District Council recently received the accolade for being the 5
th
 best 


authority out of 360 Boroughs and Districts for achieving over 62% of all waste collected being 


recycled.  Last year we were proud to be rated 65
th
 nationally and this rise to 5


th
 is only achieved by 


the support of all the communities. There is still some way to go and we are aware that urban areas 


are not as efficient as recycling waste as the rural areas. 


 


2. Fiscal Matters – The County Council is still evaluating ways in which we can achieve savings this 


year of some £20 million and over the next three years a total saving of £100 million.  We have 


assumed that our reduction in finance will be based on a figure of approx. 25%.  However, the 


government intends to announce a Savings Review on 20
th
 October which could mean even greater 


reductions in our finance.  We have already initiated certain changes in policy.  For example:- 


 


(a) We are not being as active in the Speed Awareness Schemes as in previous years.  


(b) We are considering turning off street lighting in Warwickshire from 1.00 a.m. until 5.00 a.m. 


although this proposal is not supported by the Police.  60% of street lighting is concentrated in 


urban areas and the proposal will be to continue lighting at road junctions.  Thought was given 


to reducing the brightness of the lights but the cost of installing dimmers in each light exceeds 


any fiscal saving. 


(c) In the Highways Division, to implement the savings required would mean we can only maintain 


roads on a 10 cycle and do little else.  A proposal to reduce gritting to A-Class roads only has, I 


            am glad to say, been rejected.  The support previously given to the maintenance of footpaths and  


            bridleways will undoubtedly have to be reduced.   
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Overall the policy framework will be based on the principle that those services for which we have a 


legal requirement will be maintained and those services which are identified as ‘nice-to-have’, but 


not essential will be cut. 


 


There will be no Capital Projects within the Highways Division this year so I am afraid any 


proposals to realign, or materially change the highways will not occur. 


 


3. Concessionary Travel – Previously Concessionary Travel arrangements have been administered by 


Districts and Boroughs.  From 1
st
 April 2011 this service will be operated by the County Council.  


When the government introduced Concessionary Travel for everyone of pensionable age some two 


years ago, it was expected that the main beneficiaries would be people without access to their own 


transport to allow, for example, assisted travel from villages to local market towns for weekly 


shopping etc.  Unfortunately, the provision of Concessionary Travel has been greatly abused.  It was 


not expected, for example that people would use Concessionary Travel to visit Cheltenham Races, 


or to take their holidays in the Lake District paid for using Concessionary Travel.  Under the new 


ethos, those who have a need for Concessionary Travel will be provided with the opportunity to 


receive assistance and those who can afford it will not receive the Concession. 


 


4. Age Concern – Warwickshire has a significant problem inasmuch as it has an ageing population far 


greater than the national average.  At the present time we are just about providing sufficient Care 


Homes in the County to meet demand but we the growing age problem and the shortage of capital 


finance it is recognized that we will not be able to provide sufficient Care Homes for the expected 


demand.  It is an unfortunate statistic in Warwickshire that at least 80% of those people entering 


Care Homes die within 18 months.  Rather than spending insufficient money on expanding the Care 


Home Service the proposal is that we improve the Home Care Support in the hope that people can 


stay in their own homes rather than transferring into Care.  This is a process that is practiced in 


other countries and Warwickshire will be one of the first counties to adopt this initiative.  


 


5. High Speed Rail – Evaluation of the High Speed Rail link between Birmingham and London 


continues.  Modifications to the line through Warwickshire have been amended and I am pleased to 


report that they are proposing that the line passes 500 metres north of Ladbroke rather than through 


the village.  The government has requested that proposals must be provided indicating that 


Manchester, Glasgow and beyond will be included with spurs to Birmingham Airport and, 


interestingly, to Heathrow.  The government has also requested that rather than stopping at Euston, 


the line should connect through to the High Speed Rail link connecting St Pancreas with the 


Channel Tunnel.  These proposals have delayed the consultation process until early next summer; 


originally Public Consultation was expected this autumn. 


 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE – was circulated.  Documents from Mary Edgington were passed from Michael 


Carter to ADPC for the attention of JB.  


JB’s Note: A letter from Graham Raspin requesting the use of the Reading Room on 5
th
 May 2011 for 


Election has been returned. Jenny Sherriff was notified of the date in a written note from the Clerk. 


It was decided to add the support of ADPC to the NALC campaign opposing the possible postponement 


of the election.  ACTION: HHW 


7.  PLANNING  


The planning decision for Treetops Farm is still pending. A letter has been submitted to Stratford District 


Council concerning this planning application which states that the PC meeting scheduled for 13th 


September was changed 'at the last minute' and an individual was unable to attend.  It should be noted that 


the Parish Council meeting scheduled for 13th September had to be brought forward to 6th September in  


order for it to be quorate. The statutory notices, as required by the Local Authority,  were placed on 


village notice boards seven days prior to the meeting advising the parish of the new date. 


A planning meeting was been set up for the 12
th
 October to discuss Treetops Farm and No3 Drive 


Cottages.                                                           
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Village Design Statement – It was confirmed that the VDS is currently with AR.  LHF will ask AR to get 


the report to JB for feedback and then it will be sent on to CW who advised that the VDS will need to be 


adopted by ADPC prior to its consideration and potential adoption by SDC. ACTION: LHF 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT October 2010 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 30/9/10 


Current Account £1,048.46 


Savings Account £8,503.75 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


Clerk £293.49  1057 


W. Sherriff £8.60  1058  


Green area contractor £140.00  1059 


Clement Keys £141.00  1060 


Sue Harris (June cleaning) £10.00  1061 


Michael Mann £140.00  1062 


 


Total cheques £733.09 


Income 


Rental of Cemetery Car Park £25.00 


 


Quarterly budget update was presented by HHW to the council.  There were no questions. 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS - None 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Michael Carter asked for clarification on who could use the 


play area as he was concerned that the equipment could be damaged by users who were too big for them. 


ACTION: AR to confirm the specification of equipment for publishing at the playarea. 


MC suggested that the PC could consider asking people to sponsor the tubs in the village.  LHF 


confirmed that this was already under consideration but that there had not been a positive public response.  


SR went on to state that a number of people were watering the tubs in the growing season. 


MC asked if the green areas should have a plan which marks out the areas for cutting.  SR confirmed that 


this was being produced along with guidelines about avoiding the bulbs for at least 6 weeks after they had 


finished flowering. 


Ray Randerson asked where the income was from for the Cemetery Car park.  SR confirmed that it was 


from the schooling of horses. 


RR asked that the car parking for open gardens should be subject to a charge and the income should go 


towards the upkeep on the Cemetery.  The PC advised that Open Gardens is a charitable event and it was 


unlikely that the organisers would concede to this request but that Mike and Jill Lewis would be 


approached with this request.                                                                                              ACTION: LHF 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 1
st
 November 2010 


The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
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AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 


 


Minutes of the Annual Meeting held at the Reading Room on 


Monday 10th May 2010 


 
 


Present  J Burgess; D Hutt; A Rutherford; Lily Hope-Frost, Helen Hide-Wright 


 


In Attendance:  Michael Carter 
 


1. Apologies: Sarah Richardson; Cllr C Williams 


 
2. Declaration of Interest: None 


 


3. Confirmation of Minutes:  


The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as correct by Andy Rutherford and seconded by Lily 
Hope-Frost; they were then signed by J Burgess.  


 


4. Chair's Report: 
Jill Burgess presented her report – see Appendix 1.   


The Councillors and Clerk expressed their gratitude for the work that she has undertaken on behalf of the 


village. 
 


5. Financial Report: 


See Appendix 2.  Jill Burgess thanked the Clerk for the preparation of Parish Council accounts and 


completion of the year's audit documentation. 
 


6. Charities' Report: 


None was presented to the meeting. 
  


7. Election of Officers: 


LHF proposed that Jill Burgess be re-elected as Chair and Sarah Richardson as Vice Chair; this was 
seconded by AR. 


 


The meeting closed at 7.45 pm. 
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Appendix 1 


 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Chair’s End of Year Report 2009/10 


 
It was with great pleasure and quite a lot of relief that we welcomed Helen Hide- Wright to the post of Parish 


Clerk in October 2009 following 3 months when parish councillors took on the clerk’s role whilst the vacant 


position was advertised.  Helen has fitted in to the team seamlessly and has proved to be as efficient and 


industrious as her predecessor, Margaret Maughan, which is no mean feat! I hope we will have a long and 
happy working relationship. 


 


The parish council has had another productive year and several projects have progressed or been completed. 
 


Though the police no longer attend our monthly meetings we are kept well informed of local crimes via the 


Neighbourhood Watch and Farm Watch bulletins. 


 
We learned earlier this year that the static speed camera would not be available again in the future due to 


technical problems. However, as the regular mobile camera visits revealed that speeding in the village was a 


real issue, a referral to the police resulted and we are now scheduled to get police speed enforcement visits 
periodically. We will continue to get visits from the mobile speed camera also. 


 


Significant progress has been made on the village roads with a number of long standing problems being 
addressed. Unfortunately the very severe winter weather has caused several more pot holes to form. We are 


in regular contact with County Highways and update them on any serious concerns we have. We are grateful 


for information received from villager residents alerting us to problem areas. 


 
The grant we were awarded in 2008 for improved drainage in the village has been carried over to the coming 


financial year and we expect work to commence within the next few weeks. This work should make a 


significant difference to the amount of surface water running through the village during periods of heavy 
rain. 


 


Several of the Action Points in the Village Parish Plan are still ongoing and one has no further action. 
 


1. Playground-The Playground Management Group has been active during the year and has been successful 


in securing its first grant and is in the process of applying for more.  


 


2. Village Meeting Places-  
 i) St John’s Church was used to exhibit the village photograph competition in May 2009 and for a Local 


History lecture in July. The newly restored bells were rung several times last year and on Easter 2010.  St 
John’s hosted a bell ringing event on Mat 1


st
 this year which attracted well over a hundred bell ringers from 


all over the country.  The bells will also be rung throughout the year on special occasions. 


 


ii)  The Nature Area project was completed in April this year and is now an appealing area with seating and 
colourful planting. 


 


3.  Welcome Pack- A request was made to villagers for updates to the Welcome Pack and no new 
information was received 


 


4. Transport-  
Parking- The proposal for a new parking lay-by at Lower End was not chosen for implementation by 


Warwickshire County Council. 


  


5.  Housing-  
i)  There has been no further development with regard to the potential site suggested to the Rural Housing 


Organiser at the beginning of 2009. 
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ii) The Village Design Statement group have met regularly through the year and are in the process of 


finalising the draft document. 
 


The Parish Website has once again been held up as an example of good practice. It has even been referred to 


as a local feature in a recent sale advertisement for a village property! 
 


We have used Warwickshire Probation Service ‘Pay Back Scheme’ three times during this year to help with 


the construction of the Nature Area and the heavy duty maintenance of St Johns church yard. Though the 


church yard continues to be managed by Stratford District Council their maintenance programme has been 
reduced to two cuts per year. The burden of extra maintenance has thus fallen on the Parish Council to 


finance. Using the Probation Service has been a very cost effective way of managing this area.  


 
Thanks 


 


I would like to thank Sue Harris for cleaning the Reading Room and our contractors for maintaining the 


burial ground, playground and village verges. 
 


Thanks also to Chris Williams our district and county councillor for attending our monthly meetings and for 


his advice and support during the year. 
 


There are so many people in Avon Dassett who play their part for the good of the village and its environment 


for instance: 
 


the volunteers who met in November to clear and plant the nature area and all those who donated bulbs, 


seeds and plants, Lily Hope-Frost for opening the church every weekend for visitors to enjoy, all the 


villagers who are the ‘eyes and ears of the Neighbourhood Watch, the Playground Committee who are 
determined to improve this very useful facility, the villagers who routinely pick up litter, the villagers who 


have taken part in the two Church cleaning sessions, Mary Edgington for planting and watering the village 


tubs and all the new tub monitors who have taken responsibility for watering the tubs near their properties, 
Jenny Sherriff for organising the coffee mornings and keeping the Reading Room diary up to date, Ray 


Randerson the burial ground warden, Sarah Richardson for maintaining the Parish Website, the Fete 


Committee for their hard work throughout the year which provides the village with a great day out in August, 
the Children’s Christmas Party and the Seniors Christmas Lunch, Pete Wallace for his numerous woodwork 


projects, the Village Design Statement group, the trustees of the village charities and anyone else who 


contributes their time willingly to village causes no matter how small and who’s work is rarely seen but 


always noticed. 
 


Finally, thanks to my fellow councillors, also volunteers, elected by Avon Dassett parish residents, who give 


their time freely to attend monthly meetings and training courses and work diligently throughout the year on 
behalf of this parish. 


 


Jill Burgess 


Chair 2009/10 
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    Appendix 2 


              
 


 


 
 


 


AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL  


ANNUAL MEETING 10 MAY 2010 


 


 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


 


 


 


 Bank Balance @ 31 March 2009:     £4638.44 
 


 Precept for 2009/10:  £7000.00 


 
 Receipts during 2009/10:  £2485.77 


 


 Payments during 2009/10:  £8509.85  
 


 Balance carried forward @ 31 March 2010:  £5614.36 


 


 








Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council                         


Monday 6th December 2010 
 1. APOLOGIES: Lily Hope-Frost and Andy Rutherford.                                                     334 


 2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – None. 


 3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING : One amendment was noted:  within the financial 


statement, it should have read “bins” rather than “bin” as two were sold for a total income of 


£10. 


 4. MATTERS ARISING: ACTION  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch  LHF 


JB read a note from LHF which stated that there was nothing to report on Neighbourhood 


Watch. 


Roads (JB to lead) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains JB  


Traffic- Two road safety packs have been given to ADPC by PC Rod Joy. JB suggest they 


remain in the RR. Further leaflets and promotional material will be sought by JB in due course. 


The bin stickers are available which say “Slow Down” and can be obtained through JB. 


Roads- Patch Byrne inspected the dips in the motorway bridge on Friday 5
th


 November. His 


comments were as follows: „this is always going to happen to a certain degree, it is caused by 


the differential in the underlying subsoils/structures, on one side there is a concrete abutment 


on the other there is the normal clays & sub base. I would not intervene at this stage but it is 


probably something that will require attention in the next few years.‟  


www.warwickshire.gov.uk  to see gritting routs for this winter. 


Poster for reporting potholes, pavement repairs and highway and street lighting to be displayed  


on lower notice board as notice board at RR is currently frozen shut.  


To report any of the above call 01926 412515 or email countyhighways@warwickshire.gov.uk 


HW confirmed that  this info has been passed to the CC editorial team and SR will put it on the 


website 


Drains- nothing to report 


Environment/Maintenance (DH/AR to lead) 


c) Playground: No update. 


d) St John‟s 


Poster for the church cleaning day and the Christmas gathering have been put on notice boards 


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟   


Lily has planted the big flower tubs with some spring bulbs.  


A decision was taken to purchase some shrubs for the front of the RR to a maximum cost of 


£60. 


The hedges around the Fete field and on the bend of Church Hill have been cut back. Thanks 


to whoever did this.  


Thanks to Mick for tidying up the flowerbeds by the playground and for sweeping the war 


memorial in preparation for the Remembrance Day. 


The leaves on Church Hill have been swept up. Thanks to BH residents for arranging this. 


A reminder for all residents with trees adjacent to the roads or pavements to please check them 


for safety. 


 



http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/

mailto:countyhighways@warwickshire.gov.uk
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A petition was received by ADPC signed by 26 villagers in favour of one contractor.  This 


information was circulated to Parish Councillors prior to the meeting in order that they could 


consider its content.  The Parish council thank the individuals for taking an interest in this area 


of work within the village. 


Four tenders were returned.  One tender stood out as the best value for money and risk.  It was 


decided to award the contract to this individual through a unanimous decision. 


f)  Cemetery 


HHW had tried to contact the architect who drew up the original plans for the cemetery but 


they appear to be no longer in business.  It was decided that HHW will get 3 quotes for the 


plans to be redrawn.                                                                                          ACTION: HHW 


JB proposed an amendment/ addition to the rules:  


C) Memorials 


Insert between point 3 and 4 to be come point 3 


Flat tablet memorials for the marking of cremated remains should be 18x12x2 inches and of a 


natural English stone e.g. Hornton stone. Inscriptions should be in black lettering.   


This change was adopted unanimously.                      ACTION: HHW to update cemetery rules.  


Communication/Administration 


Precept 


The level of precept was debated and, having drafted a budget for 2011/12, it was felt that it 


could remain at its present level of £7,000.  Advice was sought from Councillor Chris Williams 


who confirmed that the local authorities are not intending for Parish Councils to start to provide 


services that they currently provide.  He went on to explain that within the “”big Society” 


concept central government was encouraging citizens to undertake voluntary work such as 


sweeping up leaves etc.  Councillor Williams went on to state that Parish Councils were not 


expected to hold large reserves as this was tying up public funds.  SR confirmed that ADPC 


currently holds reserves of around 25% which Councillor Williams comments on as acceptable. 


There is a need for a new notice board outside the RR.  This will be researched and purchased 


in the next financial year. 


Cost of election  


It was agreed that £600 would be budgeted in case there was a contested election. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. Fiscal Matters – The County Council is well on the way to setting next year’s budget.  I can confirm 


that the County Council will not be increasing the Council Tax higher than that set last year.  We are 
now reaching the Public Consultation stage where various options outlined last month will be 
considered.  Over the next four years the County Council will have to operate with some £100 million 
less than is currently available.  We have already identified £40 million of savings but the remaining 
£60 million is painful and regrettable.  Two weeks ago some 1850 members of staff were placed on 
notice that their employment might be subject to redundancy.  It is hoped that when this exercise is 
completed the County Council will still provide a service that is appreciated by everyone.  The District 
Council is going through a similar exercise although the figures are considerably less.  A recent survey 
district wide put options to the public to try to find out the priorities that would be acceptable.  The 
District Council has to save some £2.1 million.  As with the County Council all saving options are being 
considered.  Some palatable, some are not.  For example, some of the options being considered are:- 
Disinvestment from CCTV, Stopping Grants to the Tourism Industry, Closing Toilets in Stratford and 
Cutting Grants to CAB and other such charities.  The debate continues for both authorities.                                                                                             


2. High Speed Rail – The HS2 saga has recently crystallized with the Prime Minister coming out in 


support of the project.  The District Council’s Cabinet discussed their response at today’s Cabinet 
Meeting.  The general feeling is that the District Council’s response to the Minister of Transport given 
the current evidence available will Object to the route of the HS2 passing though the district on the 
basis that the benefits it will have on the local area would not outweigh the impacts it will have on local  
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communities, landscape and other important features.  The County Council will debate the subject of HS2 
on Tuesday 14th December and they take a similar view to that taken by the District Council.  There does 
appear to be an inevitability that the line will be constructed and both authorities are striving to ensure that 
the impact to the environment will be kept to a minimum. 
3. Winter Service – Following the past two severe winters, a review of the Council’s Winter Service was 


carried out in June of this year.  A questionnaire was forwarded to all Parish Councils in Warwickshire 
to determine their satisfaction.  Through this review the County Council looked at a number of factors 
such as satisfaction with our current gritting service and sought opinions on the prioritization of the 
Council’s Gritting Routes.  The questionnaire revealed that over 80% were either ‘Satisfied’ or ‘Very 
Satisfied’ with the current gritting service.  Currently, we grit 46% of our highway network (A and B 
roads) and we can use up to 250 tonnes of salt a night.  We must limit the route time to around 3 hours 
to ensure that the network is treated promptly.  In addition, there are some 1,700 parish owned grit bins 
which are filled throughout the winter season.  The local grit bins are a valuable resource for 
communities and encourage self-help on those routes which are not gritted.  The last two severe 
winters have highlighted weaknesses in the salt supply chain.  At the present time, Warwickshire has 
some 14,000 tonnes of salt in stock throughout the county.  The amount of salt we currently hold is 
equivalent to that used in last winter’s severe conditions and is some 50% more than that previously 
held at the start of the season. 


4. Snow Wardens – The County Council is looking to launch a network of Voluntary Snow Wardens and 


is seeking volunteers from Parishes that are willing to participate in this trial for the coming winter.  
Basically, the role will be one of liaison between the Parish and the County Highways Team.  For 
example, advising them when grit bins are empty, or when due to severe weather the footpaths are 
deemed dangerous and require attention.  It would be helpful if a nomination could be made as soon as 
possible so that all contacts can be established before the onset of bad weather. 


5. Fire and Rescue Service – You may recall last winter that there was debate about closing some Fire 
Stations and introducing a review of how the Fire Service was performing.  The implementation of the 
review commenced in July and since that date there has been a steady fall in the number of domestic 
fires and improvement in the time taken to reach fires and an increase in the number of requests for the 
Fire Service to carry out a Home Fire Safety Check.  Unfortunately, it does appear that statistically non-
domestic fires, for example, fires at industrial premises, shops and schools, have increased.  The 
thinking behind this increase is that for economic reasons industrial units are not maintaining and 
servicing their fire equipment.  In addition, there is an element of arson which might be attributable to 
the economic climate but vulnerable properties such as schools are still being subjected to arson which 
is attributable to anti-social behaviour.  We are hoping that as a result of measures introduced we will 
be able to reduce the incidence of non-domestic fires. 


6.    Health Care in Warwickshire – The Coalition Government announced last summer that changes will 


be implemented in the way that health services are delivered.  One immediate result of this decision is 
that the County Council will be taking over all aspects of public health from the National Health Service.  
We have three main aims and these are:- 


(a)  To meet the health care needs of our older population in Warwickshire 
(b)  Review current service provision 
(c) Provoke discussion with the public about how, together, we can deliver the best   health 


provision for all the people living in Warwickshire 
       One other significant change is that the work of the Primary Care Trust at the NHS, the body that is 


responsible for commissioning services, medicines, doctors and hospitals, will be delegated to the 
Medical Practitioners themselves.  It is believed that this reduction in bureaucracy will lead to better 
health provision. 


7.   Administration at Stratford – You may recall some months ago that I advised the Parish Council that 


exploratory discussions were taking place with Warwick District Council with the view to sharing 
services and management function.  Unfortunately, due to logistic reasons and non-compatibility with 
the two councils’ functions, the decision has been taken not to pursue this project.  One significant 
decision at Stratford has been that in future the management structure will be far flatter, we will only 
have a Chief Executive and no Corporate Directions, and we are also proposing to reduce the number 
of Heads of Service from 8 to 6.   


N.B. Jill Burgess volunteered to be the Snow Warden for Avon Dassett.  


6.  CORRESPONDENCE: Was distributed.   Particular note was made of an email from Liz 


Griffiths, Assistant to the Monitoring Officer at SDC.  She had highlighted the need for all 


Councillors to complete a Declaration on Financial and other Interest Form.  Councillor Williams 


confirmed that this should include the Councillors homes because of the land they stand on. 
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Helen has logged ADPC‟s concerns about planning documents not always being available to view 


on line.  


Notices of Decisions were circulated at the meeting. 


“No Representation” was registered against 08/00379/FUL & 08/00351/LBC Hillside. 


“No Representation” was registered against 10/02558/TREE Old New house 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Appendix A 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT December 2010 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 30/11/10 
Current Account £1,191.59 


Savings Account £7,204.33 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


Clerk £171.43  1071 
Jill Burgess (Christmas Card Envelopes) £4.39  1072 


W. Sherriff £6.05  1073 


Lily Hope-Frost (Flower bulbs for tubs) £20.93  1074 
Sue Harris (Cleaning) £7.50  1075 


Total cheques £210.03 


 


Income 


Hire of RR by Avon Carrow (Cash)    £5.00 


Total to bank account      £5.00 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


The poppy appeal raised £1,616 in our region with the Avon at £26.52 and the door to door £91.53. 


Thanks to Alastair Whetstone and Steve & Sammie Sartori. 


 


Christmas Cards to date have raised £16. There will be one further sale at the December coffee 


morning. 


 


The dead badger on Farnborough lane earlier in the month was removed within 24 hours of it being 


reported. 


 


A village halls survey has been completed and we have requested feed back. The open spaces 


questionnaire has also been returned. 


 


HHW will be attending a website training session on 11
th
 January. 


 


HHW to seek a quotation to repaid the floor of the RR which is raised.  Parish Councillors put 


down tape and a sign to alter the public to the potential trip hazard.   


  


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 10
th
 Jan, 7


th
 Feb, 7


th
 Mar, 4


th
 April, 9


th
 May, 6


th
 June, 4


th
 July, 


1
st
 Aug, 5


th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec. 


The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 
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Present: Jill Burgess, Lily Hope-Frost, Sarah Richardson, David Hutt, Helen Hide-Wright. 


Public: Ray Randerson, Alistair Fraser. 


1.   APOLOGIES: Andy Rutherford, Councillor Chris Williams. 


2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: Non-prejudicial interest, Sarah Richardson and David 


Hutt re: 1 and 2 Drive Cottages and Park Drive. Note: A non- prejudicial interest was declared by S 


Richardson at the planning meeting held on 23
rd


 August 2010.  


Jill Burgess:  Village Design Group includes JB‟s husband and friends. 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes proposed by LHF, seconded by SR. 


4. MATTERS ARISING:  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a. Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch (LHF) 


The maintenance equipment belonging to Robert Gregory has been stolen recently.  Ray 


Randerson and Alistair Fraser confirmed that a number of other, similar thefts, had taken place 


in the last week. 


b. Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Traffic (JB):  Traffic- no update. 


Roads- cracks in carriageway along the length of Farnborough Lane have been reported.  JB 


has requested an update on the repair of cracks in Church Hill pavement. The dead badger was 


reported and removed at the beginning of the month. 


Drains- drain blockage at Bitham Hall back gates has been reported. 


Environment/Maintenance    


c) Playground:  No further information. 


 


d) St John’s: Art Competition - No entries have been forthcoming. 


 


LHF – Graham Nabb has confirmed that he will be ringing the church bells for ¾ of an hour on the 


11
th
 September at 1.30 pm.  The Ride and Stride Documents are in the church and Georgina 


Runnicles has been actively publicising the event.  Thanks go to Georgina. 


 


LHF has reminded Matt Austin about the need to complete the work in the churchyard. 


 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’.  It was decided that on the 18
th
 September, 10 am at the Cemetery, the 


PC‟s will meet to walk through the village and identify ongoing and one-off maintenance needs for 


the following year.  It was agreed that the area in front and around the reading rooms needs to be 


dealt with, including the removal of the bushes in front of the notice-board. This will be undertaken 


by PC‟s on 18th 


Communication/Administration (SR) None 


JB: Made a statement about decision making for ADPC:  “As I have recently been called upon, 


as Chair of the PC, to make a decision outside of a Parish Council meeting I though it might be 


helpful if the situation was clarified. This is a quote from Alison Hodge, County Secretary of 


the Warwickshire Association of Local Councils:” 


„...it is illegal to delegate power to an individual councillor including the chairman, to make 


decisions unilaterally…‟ 
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Councillor Williams had informed that Clerk in advance of the meeting that there was no report for 


this month and was unable to attend the meeting due to ill health. 
 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE:  Correspondence was distributed. Npower have confirmed that their 


recent billing was erroneous with the readings being transposed.  The matter has been dealt with 


and the council has received a £30 credit. 


7.  PLANNING: Three applications were discussed and comments registered for the clerk to enter 


on the SDC planning website.                                                                                ACTION: CLERK 


Village Design Statement:  Draft VDS document was circulated for comments. 


Email from the Urban Design Officer at SDC to S Mullane outlining what is currently happening. 


 


“Congratulations on your hard work on this project.” 


  


“The draft document would need to go through a process of consultation with officers here at the 


District Council, and comments may be made on the content of the document, which may require 


some amendments in line with District Council policies.  The draft document would then need to go 


to the East Area Committee to be formally adopted by the District Council as a material 


consideration.” 


  


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  September 2010 


Balance at close of business 31/8/10 


Current Account £980.20 
Savings Account £5,003.54 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


Clerk £201.83  1051 


Sue Harris (June cleaning) £10.00  1052 
Chubb £98.41  1053 


W. Sherriff £6.91  1054 


Green area contractor £140.00  1056 
Clerk (baby sitting) £15.00  1057 


 


Total cheques £472.15 


Income 
Npower credit for billing error £30.00 


Humphris  £200.00 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: JB informed the meeting that the money from sale of Worrall‟s 


donated goods- is currently £378 and will be banked by the Clerk tomorrow. 


Well done to the fete committee for putting on another great day and evening. 


The smoke alarm information is now on the website. 


JB reminded everyone that two compost bins are still available should anyone want them. 


 The PC was sad to hear the news of the death of Pat Mitchell.  


Cemetery: The Clerk read the following statement: “Had I known on Wednesday evening what I 


know now, I could have stated categorically that graves have to be allocated sequentially, without 


exception.” 


 


“However, on Wednesday evening I was presented with having to make a decision.  My lack of 


experience meant that the matter was referred to the PC with my guidance which was to follow 


sequence.  I sought guidance from NALC and our internal Auditor but their responses came in after 


the emergency meeting on Friday.”  
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“Whilst the decision affecting the forthcoming burial clearly cannot be changed, all the advisors and 


an independent Parish Clerk have confirmed that plots have to be allocated in sequence without 


exception.” 


 


“I apologise that the lack of time to research this matter fully and my lack of experience in dealing 


with burials for ADPC has lead to a decision taking place which now clearly breaches the 


regulations of the cemetery.  I can assure you that no further compromises will be made to the 


policy and trust that we are all now clear, including the Cemetery Warden, on what the policy is on 


the allocation of plots.” 


 


The Parish Councillors agreed that the next plot to be allocated will be number 5 and regretted the 


breach of regulations which was made on compassionate grounds. They agreed that the rules will be 


adhered to in future. 


 


The regulations of the Cemetery are available on the ADPC website. 


 


Review of Cemetery Rules will be included on the October Agenda 


  


Ray Randerson requested to be kept informed of what is happening at the Cemetery.  The 


Councillors confirmed that he should liaise with the Clerk for this information.  


 


Ray Randerson asked about the maintenance of the Cemetery and JB confirmed that the contract 


had been offered to a contractor who has subsequently declined the work, some time into the cutting 


period.  This left the area without a contractor and Andy Rutherford  volunteered to undertake the 


mowing of the cemetery for this season The maintenance of green areas is about to undergo its 


annual review and hopefully the matter will be resolved when new contracts are offered. 


 


Date of next meeting: 4
th
 October 2010 


 


The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 
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Present: Jill Burgess, David Hutt, Lily Hope-Frost, Sarah Richardson, Helen Hide-Wright, 


Councillor Chris Williams  


1.   APOLOGIES: Andy Rutherford 


2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: One amendment was made to the previous 


month’s minutes.  Page 314, paragraph 3, the action point for the organisation of works should have 


read LHF rather than AR.   Minutes were proposed by LHF, seconded by DH. 


4.MATTERS ARISING:  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a. Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


LHF and Councillor Williams had recently attended a Community Forum and had met PC James 


Barber who had been in attendance at the recent burglary at Spinney Bank. 


There were no further crimes or incidents to report. 


LHF highlighted the campaign for home checks for fire risk.  Councillor Williams stated that 


Warwickshire does have a high incidence of fires in the home and recommended the free safety 


check which includes an assessment of the risk of fire in the home, operations/installation of smoke 


alarms etc. 


At the aforementioned meeting, Keith Hicks informed LHF that Neighbourhood Watch currently 


has a balance of monies available.  Consequently LHF has requested a further two signs to go up in 


the village stating that it is a Neighbourhood Watch area. 


Roads (JB) 


a. Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Traffic-The tubes across the road in the village are there to measure speed. The Police regularly 


monitor mobile camera sites in order to decide what level of enforcement each camera site warrants. 


JB has requested feedback on their findings. 


Roads- All pot holes in the village have been marked ready for repair. A defect has been raised for 


the weed spray through the village; it should be carried out before the end of July. 


Drains-from Nigel Chetwynd- the drain survey crew have checked out the system at the bottom of 


the hill as promised. The good news is that it all works and we now know where everything goes. 


 JB will do a copy of the plan for the PC once it has been received.  There was one blocked gully 


and pipe on the little service road, which they cleared and cleaned.  They also found a buried 


chamber which was dug out.  There will be a new manhole cover fitted to have better access for 


cleaning.  The pipe then continues down the private track and into the large new system (in the end 


house) which was installed to the watercourse.  The old pipe down to the new system was clogged 


up but the jetting appeared to clear it and checks were made. Thanks have been passed on to the 


crew. 


Drain cover in nature area is in very poor repair and has been reported. JB has reported blocked 


drain at Bitham Hall back drive 


Environment/Maintenance (AR)   


c) Playground: AR had sent in a report to JB who read his comments: The committee has not 


received any more grants as it appears that funding for such projects is tightening up.  The lease 


with the Worrall brothers appears to be making progress without the need for another set of 


conveyancing solicitors. Alsters Kelley are progressing the matter and it is hoped that the lease will 


be signed within the next few weeks.  
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St John’s: LHF confirmed that 11
th
 September is Heritage Open Weekend as well as Ride and 


Stride.  LHF proposed launching a Christmas card competition that weekend and thought that 


children could be encouraged to enter.  The competition would have the theme of St John’s church.  


LHF confirmed that Katherine Geddes has a grant which is available for a very short time and 


wondered about asking for monies for the installation of a public convenience at the church.  SR 


confirmed that this was identified within the parish plan as a community need.  It was felt that LHF 


should try to obtain funds for this project.                                                                  ACTION: LHF 


The churchyard had recently been strimmed by AR and Rob Husband who was thanked for this 


work. 


The bees are back at the churchyard and AR is dealing with this matter.                     ACTION: AR 


The bell ringing on St John’s Day had gone well.  JB apologised for her oversight in forgetting to 


put the item on to the website. 


Graham Nabb may also ring on the 11
th
 September.  


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’.  There will be another cut of the top graveyard before Open Garden’s.  


AR commented that someone has been interfering with the electric fencing and broken a couple of 


posts so AR has removed it.     


There have been many complaints about the flower tubs and the village generally.  AR has been 


speaking to the contractors to try address these problems.  Concern had also been expressed about 


the failure to dispose of waste after strimming.  A letter will be sent to the contractor to highlight 


the areas of concern in the hope of future improvements.       ACTION: Parish Councillors, HHW 


Councillor Andy Rutherford has offered to discuss the tubs with concerned residents if necessary. 


Much hard work has gone into the complete replacement of compost in the tubs by LHF and others.  


The parish Council wish to thank Diane Anderson for storing the compost bags and Gina Forsythe 


for allowing the PC to dispose of stones from the tub at her property. 


Communication/Administration (SR) None 


 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS: County and District Councillor’s Report 
 


1. Fire Service Review – The County Council is due to debate the outcome of the 


consultation into the future of Warwickshire Fire Service on Tuesday 20 th July.  I am hopeful 
that Fenny Compton Fire Station will not now be closed as was originally proposed but I am 
sure some Fire Stations in Warwickshire will be amalgamated where there is presently 
duplication of service and the general operation of the Fire Service will be enhanced.  The 
Fire Service would like to publicise a free service by the Fire Service where domestic 
properties are checked to ensure that there are no fire risks.  Where appropriate they will 
also install, at no cost, a Smoke Alarm.  The contact for this service is Mark Styzaklra - Home 
First Safety Risks, Warwickshire Fire Service on 01789 293271. 
 


2. Impact of Government Fiscal Policy – Warwickshire is already feeling the effect of cuts 


imposed by central government.  We have already lost some £6 million of grant aid which 
had been allocated to this financial year.  This aid has now been withdrawn and any 
expenditure already implemented will have to be found from existing budgetary proposals.  
Indications from central government suggest that reductions in expenditure in the region of 
£100 million over the next four years will have to be found.  Clearly, some functions 
currently carried out by the local authority will be outsourced to other organizations.  This 
edict from central government not only applies to Warwickshire but also to district and 
unitary councils throughout the country.  For example, the withdrawal of grant aid will affect 
the Highways Safety Initiative.  This particularly refers to the use of fixed Speed Cameras 
which fortunately are not prominent in our part of Warwickshire.  Further cuts will also be  
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imposed on the Police with their antisocial behaviour initiative as well as cut backs in 
education.  A question mark arises over the proposal for students to stay in education until their 
18th birthday.  The previous government whilst introducing this scheme, made no provision for 
funding either staff or buildings to accommodate this extension of the education system.  This 
is just the beginning and as I predicted earlier this year Local Government at both District and 
County level will change significantly. 


 
3. State of the District Debate – Stratford on Avon District Council and their local strategic 


partners held a public event entitled ‘The State of the District Debate’ .  Just as national 


government is involving the public in crucial decision making, the District Council and its 
partners want to engage with local residents about the big issues that affect them and the 
whole district.  Previous debates have been held in the Council Chamber but this year the 
District Council is keen that this debate should involve as wide a group of residents as 
possible.  A wide range of radical proposals was suggested as to where savings could be 
implemented.  Also debate was robust as to what direction the District Council will take 
when the undoubted cuts are made.  It is expected to hold further meetings before the 
Budget is finalized in February next year.   


 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE:  Correspondence was distributed. 


7.  PLANNING: Three applications were discussed for comments to be posted on the planning 


website: Hillside Farm and Post Box Cottage. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT: 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT July 2010      Appendix A 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 30/6/10 


Current Account £852.16 


Savings Account £5757.31 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 
Hilda Bacon £97.50  1033 ** 


Clerk £209.34  1034 


Sue Harris (June cleaning) £10.00  1035 
Green Area Contractor £140.00  1036 


Lily Hope-Frost £14.97  1037  Compost 


Lily Hope-Frost £20.00  1038 Tub 
Lily Hope-Frost £119.76  1039 Compost 


Total cheques £611.54 


 


* This cheque had previously been authorised at the APDC meeting on 7.6.10. 


Income 


nPower £20.00 Refund for error in billing as requested by HHW 
Warwick DC                                                     £200.00 Hire of RR for election. 


BUDGET REVIEW: HHW went through planned versus actual expenditure. Cllrs approved current 


expenditure/income. 
 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  


JB suggested that a list of routine ‘green areas’ maintenance jobs could be compiled to go in the 


September CC with a request for volunteers for next season. 


JB discussed Fete displays and councillors agreed to work on this.                   ACTION: ADPC’s 


Clerk to send in a photo and a short written piece to go onto the display.              ACTION: HHW 


JB confirmed that Worrall sale had raised over £140 and additional items were still on sale. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 2
nd


 August 2010.      The meeting closed at 9.05 pm   
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The meeting opened at 7.30pm      


Present: Jill Burgess, David Hutt, Lily Hope-Frost, Andy Rutherford, Sarah Richardson, Helen 


Hide-Wright, Councillor Chris Williams  


Public: Kevin Martin 


 1.   APOLOGIES: None 


 2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed by AR, seconded by LHF. 


4. MATTERS ARISING:  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


LHF had little to report.  She has received advice that if people see travellers attempting to 


settle on land at the weekends, they are to contact Councillor Chris Williams on 01295-770792.  


During the meeting PC Katrina Pedlar arrived and reported a burglary at Spinney Bank earlier 


that day.  Katrina encouraged extra vigilance and the use of Smart Water to mark property to 


assist in its recovery. 


Roads (JB) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Traffic- Frequency of visits of police enforcement camera- The Police prioritise mobile camera 


sites based on the severity of the speeding problem. A full speed survey is undertaken at each 


mobile camera site every six months. As this site has only just been set up, it’s too early to say 


how regularly the Police will be enforcing on this road. 


Roads- Some smallish holes appearing in road but will wait until drainage work is complete 


before reporting. 


Badger update- Streetscene will remove bodies. 


Drains-  They are aiming to finish by the end of this week, though there might be a little bit of 


tidying up to do the following Monday, depending how much of a clear run they get in the next 


couple of days.  The digging around service pipes and cables can cause delays and is 


completely unpredictable. 


 


Overall everything has gone really well.  The only significant delay has been a wait for Severn 


Trent Water to move and repair their pipe where our culvert crosses the road. This section is 


now fully working again after what must be decades of being disconnected. 


Verges will be left as tidy as possible.  The weather is currently conducive to successful re 


seeding of the areas. 


LHF commented that the works have been very efficient and tidy.  The men involved were to 


be complimented.  The council agreed with these comments. 


Environment/Maintenance (AR) 


c) Playground: AR reported that Mark Worrall is to have the lease reviewed by his solicitor 


but does not wish to pay the legal charges for this and has sought the monies from the 


playground committee or ADPC.  Sarah Rutherford of the Playground committee is currently 


considering a response to this request.  


HHW informed AR that ADPC had received an order acknowledgement from Wicksteed which 


has been sent in error to the previous clerk, Margaret Maughan’s address and was made out to  
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ADPC.  She informed AR that she had contacted Wicksteed and spoken to Les who was going 


to amend the address details to Sarah Rutherford’s address.  HHW gave the paperwork from 


Wicksteed to AR for SR’s information. 


d) St John’s:   


LHF confirmed that Jo Cross is about to do a new sign for the church.  In addition, Graham 


Nabb is doing one hour of bell ringing on St John’s Day, 24
th
 June, from 7pm.  The event will 


celebrate 141 years since the church was opened.  The bell ringing will be an annual event.  


Posters to advertise the event will go onto notice boards.                              ACTION: LHF & 


JB 


The churchyard was strimmed 10 days ago.  It was agreed that the agents would undertake this 


at the beginning and end of the growing season to assist ADPC to plan its works in the 


intervening time.                                                                            ACTION: AR to advise agents 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’     


John Glover has contacted AR to discuss the issues and concerns raised about the state of the green 


areas.  John has confirmed that he will undertake a full days work this week.  HHW confirmed that 


John had called her that day and reiterated this. 


The quote for tubs was discussed and agreed: 


11 x 27” tubs 


6 x 17” tubs 


4 x red geraniums per 27” pot 


3 red geraniums per 17” pot 


Total geraniums = 65 @ £1.50 


Total cost of project: £97.50 to Sue Harris.  ADPC thanked Sue for her work on this matter and 


look forward to seeing the results. 


Communication/Administration (JB) 


Post Office-A letter was requested from Larry to confirm that we would like the Post Office to 


continue if he sells his business.  This has been confirmed by JB and delivered to Larry.  Nothing 


has been heard on the matter since.  
 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS: 


 
1. Elections – As a result of the General Election our Parish has a new MP, Jeremy Wright 


who represents the new constituency of Kenilworth and Southam, created from  parts of the 
former constituencies of Stratford-on-Avon, Warwick & Leamington, and Rugby.  This year 
unlike the General Election of five years ago where only 58% voted, the turnout was 72%.  
Amazingly, Warwick & Leamington  had a turnout of 85%, the highest in the country.  One 
constituency, North Warwickshire, the Conservative candidate had a majority of 54 votes 
after three re-counts.  Jeremy is very much a constituency MP and I know he wants to 
become involved with our community.  At the same time as the General Election, there 
were County and District Council elections in our area.  The County Council results did not 
alter the political balance but at the District Council the Conservative administration 
increased its majority by 1 over the LibDems. 
 


2. High Speed Rail Link - The County Council has taken the lead as far as negotiations are 


concerned and working with various District and Borough Councils we are letting the 
Ministry of Transport know that we do not support the proposal to route the High Speed 
Link from Birmingham to London through Warwickshire but that they should consider more 
appropriate routes that follow the main transport corridor along the spine of England that 
basically follows the M1.  Further consultation on this project is expected in the autumn.  
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3. Travellers’ Site in Warmington – You may recall that travellers occupied land in 


Warmington last Spring Bank Holiday.  They were refused planning permission when they 
tried to regularise their occupation.  They appealled against the decision by the District 
Council to refuse planning permission but this Appeal was dismissed.  This decision is 
considered a Landmark Decision and the travellers have been given 18 months to vacate.  
Originally, we had asked them to evacuate the site in four months but the Inspector quoting 
personal health and educational circumstances of the site occupants allowed them 18 
months to find appropriate accommodation.  
 


4. Core Strategy – The recent change of central government has produced a dilemma with 


regard to our Core Strategy.  The previous government had a policy of imposing housing 
numbers on local authorities.  The new government has already indicated that this policy 
will not be implemented and we will revert to the previous method of ‘predicting and 
providing’ housing allocation.  Is essence, this has meant that the whole Core Strategy will 
have to be rewritten to accommodate the new philosophy being implemented.  I will keep 
you updated of events. 
 


5. Community Development Fund – For the fourteenth year we are continuing our much 


appreciated Community Development Fund from the County Council.  The purpose of the 
fund is to help communities particularly in the more deprived parts of the County to address 
issues of local concern for them.  Local organisations and community groups are able to 
apply for grants up to £8,000 for one off projects that will provide lasting benefits to their 
community.  Regretfully, the rules are that if an organisation received a grant for a particular 
project last year, they are only eligible to receive funding once but they may apply on any 
number of occasions for different projects.  We will be running a workshop for prospective 
applicants on Thursday 17th June at Stratford-upon-Avon.  The purpose of this workshop 
will be for applicants to find out more information about the fund and to seek further help 
with their applications. 


 


SR asked CW about sites for travellers in Warwickshire and CW confirmed that Warks CC is 


actively seeking inclusive sites as part of its core strategy. 


 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE:  JB confirmed that ADPC was experiencing continuing difficulties 


with receiving the post to the correct address.  JB and HHW have been working on resolving this 


for some months. 


Correspondence was distributed. 


7.  PLANNING: No new applications had been presented. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Proposed by LHF and seconded by AR. 


Balance at close of business 31/5/10 


Current Account £712.68 
Savings Account £6457.05 


 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 
Clerk £290.45  1028 


Sue Harris (May cleaning) £10.00  1029 


Green Area Contractor £40.00  1030 


Stratford DC Council Tax £175.01* 1031 
Green Area Contractor £140.00  1032 


 


Total cheques £655.46 
 


* This cheque replaces cheque number 1013 (Found on p308 of minutes for April 2010) which did not arrive 


at the SDC and has been cancelled with the bank (26.5.10 by phone by HHW when the reminder arrived 


from SDC and the problem was identified). HHW also phoned SDC and explained about the missing cheque 
and appraised them that a new one would be issued from the 7


th
 June meeting of ADPC. 
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HHW confirmed that Bill Robinson of WALC had undertaken a thorough internal audit of the 


accounts.  The Council expressed their gratitude for Bill’s work at short notice.  ADPC had 


passed the audit.  Mr Robinson had raised several points for the Council to consider: 


1. HHW confirmed that she pays tax on her income. 


2. HHW to sign Agenda’s and post them 6 days before any meeting. 


3. Items can be discussed under AOB at meetings but decision cannot be taken unless they 


have been tabled via the agenda.  Decisions have to take place at regular meetings via an 


agenda posted 6 days previously, or emergency meeting. 


4. Section 137 payments – anything non-standard has to be listed separately in the accounts. 


5. Cheques ideally should be listed in the agenda.  However with some invoices arriving on the 


day of meetings, it was agreed to issue cheques under and appendix system similar to 


Harbury.  SR to provide details of this to HHW.    ACTION: SR 


6. New column in accounts to list minutes page where the cheque/s is/are listed. The Council 


felt that the current system was adequate. 


7. Quarterly update on expenditure compared to budget.  Supporting paperwork to be included 


in future. 


8. HHW has been given authority to operate internet banking. 


9. Possibly change page numbering of minutes.  This was rejected by the Council who felt that 


the existing system worked very well. 


10.  If planning application comes from the parish and is supported by ADPC a comment should 


be registered.  “No Comment” response is not acceptable.  The Council felt that this referred 


to one case which was a one-off situation. 


11. Who is responsible for the church graveyard? JB confirmed that SDC are responsible. 


12. Document on computer detailing plots, who are in them and any reservations. This is held 


on paper and the Council felt that this is adequate. 


13. Fidelity insurance? Half of precept plus all of deposit £10k.  Insurance against someone 


running off with the money. David Hutt will look into this.   ACTION: DH 


14. Risk Assessment.  Was already undertaken my JB and Bill Robinson. 


15. Improve paying in book for handling the cash?  Due to the small monies involved and the 


rigorous recording, it was felt unnecessary to change the system. 


16. Receipts and Payments on computer in electronic form.  Does this need to be in paper form 


too?  This was not accepted as it would create more work which would be a cost to the 


Council. 


 


The accounting statements were approved by the Council.  The annual governance statement was 


approved by the Council. 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  


JB reported that Nature Area photos and a piece sent to WALC at their request for inclusion in 


Annual Report 


JB has been communicating with Roger Thatcher at SDC who has been enquiring about the 


ongoing use of the quarry for 4x4 events. Info has been passed to him from David Hick who 


continues to monitor the situation. 


LHF noted that an energy supply company called EDF are currently in AD offering economic 


electricity.  HHW confirmed that ADPC has recently renegotiated a 2 year deal which reduced their 


electricity costs however; EDF is worth remembering when this time elapses. 


 10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 5
th


 July 2010.                          


The meeting closed at 9.00 pm  
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The meeting opened at 7.45pm following on from the AGM     
  


Present: Jill Burgess, David Hutt, Lily Hope-Frost, Andy Rutherford, Helen Hide-Wright,   
Public: Michael Carter. 


 1.   APOLOGIES: Sarah Richardson, Chris Williams 
 2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed by AR, seconded by LHF. 
JB highlighted an amendment to last month’s meeting: Page 307, Paragraph 3.  Second 
sentence should have read “the verges didn’t include STRIMMING” rather than “cutting.” 
4. MATTERS ARISING:  


Community (LHF to lead) 
a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


LHF had nothing to report.  The one email she had received on the subject from Keith Hicks of 
Fenny Compton referred to a situation a significant distance from Avon Dassett. 


Roads (JB) 
b) Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Roads- Cracks on the pavement over the motorway bridge have been mended.  
Complaint received from the residents of Home Farm House with regard to the deterioration of 
the patches in the road outside their front door. Information passed on the Patch Byrne for 
action. 


Regarding dead badgers on the roadside, Highways will remove them from the carriage way 
onto the verge. There does not seem to be a responsible department for removing them from 
verges. 
Drains- email from Nigel Chetwynd- A work gang is due to start week commencing 17th May. 
 A completely new highway drainage system will be installed from opposite St Joseph Church 
down to just behind the bus stop.  There will be 6 new gully's connected to the new pipe and 2 
sections of pipe to replace a little further up the hill.  The existing old stone culvert will be left 
in place as a secondary system and also because it might well have other things connected to it. 
 
There is also a little more jetting and drain survey work to do at the bottom of the hill on the 
double bend to make sure that separate part of the system is working properly. It should take 
about 3 weeks to complete, but as always depends on weather and what utilities are 
encountered. There should not be much disruption as most of the work is just within the verge 
or at the very edge of the road. 


 
Environment/Maintenance (AR) 


c) Playground  
The draft lease remains with Mark Worrall.  AR confirmed that Mr Worrall was busy at present 
but he did not foresee any problem with him signing the 25 year lease.   
AR confirmed that the Playground fundraising was going well with £10,300 in their funds.  
This consists of money fro the Fete committee, a SDC grant, raffle income, the Co-op and 
several other donors.  AR and the PC thanked the Playground Committee for their work on this  
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area.  AR hoped that private donors would now start to contribute to the funds. 


The committee requested an update on the funds which were available to them from ADPC.  
After some discussion it was agreed that a sum of £1,000 was confirmed and could be released 
to the project once Mark Worrall had signed the 25 year lease. 
JB thought that the remaining £400 of funds should be retained to assist the Village Design 
Group. 
d) St John’s: LHF confirmed that she has submitted a piece to the Compton chronicle and the 
ADPC website via SR. 
The recent bell ringing event had been a huge success and a very pleasant day.  Around 160 
bell ringers attended.  SR, LHF, JB, Margaret Maughan and Suzanne Kirkbright had served the 
refreshments which were enjoyed by the attendees.  Their efforts were much appreciated.  The 
Inn at Farnborough provided a sumptuous range of sandwiches and a lovely range of cakes 
were supplied by many people in the village. 


AR noted that there is a bee’s nest near to the door of the church.  He is going to enquire about 
moving the nest in the hope of preserving the bees. ACTION: 
AR 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’     


AR: The village Tidy up Day had been successful in terms of tasks undertaken.  It was a pity that 
more Villagers had not turned out to assist in the work and it is hoped that more will come along to 
future days.  The Church cemetery had been mowed and strimmed and was looking good.  A new 
sign has been installed into the nature area and weeding was undertaken there too. 


Issues have been raised by a number of residents concerning the works undertaken on the day and 
these have all been answered by the PC in writing.  Correspondence is on file.  AR commented that 
the people operating the equipment used to strim the weeds and spray them were proficient in their 
use of these pieces of equipment.  No-one in the play area had raised any concerns on the day or 
subsequently. 
AR had walked through the village afterwards with John Glover to show him what had been done.  
John is keen to complete his work and ADPC noted the high standards he has achieved already, the 
difference he has made to the village and the positive comments received from the public. 


JB commented that the green areas are a fluid part of ADPC’s work in that the scope of the work 
changes year on year as well as during the season’s.  ADPC continue to welcome feedback to the 
Councillors where there are concerns (and praise!) for the works being undertaken.  The individual 
contractors undertake works for ADPC and therefore any concerns or comments about their work 
should be dealt with through (the) ADPC rather than directly with the contractors. 
Overall the tidy up day had achieved many tasks.  The next day would be publicised with fliers in 
the Compton chronicle in the hope of encouraging more volunteer to come forward. ACTION: 
LHF 
JB and LHF spoke about the strimming at the Graveyard section of the Church.  AR offered to strim 
this area every 3 weeks or so.  JB was delighted with this offer and it was agreed with thanks to 
Andy.                                                                                 


Communication/Administration (JB) 
Parish Plan Update- VDS- Document now in final draft – the team are in process of printing a 
sample copy off and costing up production.  JB will update the PP Action Plan on the website.
 ACTION: JB 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Due to the General Election there were no council reports for this 
month’s meeting 
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6.  CORRESPONDENCE: 


Insurance renewal was discussed and it was agreed to stay with the original quote as the changes to 
cover which were looked at did not result in a major reduction in the premium.                                                     
ACTION: HHW to renew policy and issue cheque. 
Correspondence was handed out.  JB asked if anyone was interested I joining the Warwickshire 
Community council.  No-one declared an interest in this. 
7.  PLANNING: No new applications had been presented.  The Clerk confirmed that the amended 
plans had been dealt with via comments on the Council Website.  She had give feedback to the 
Council asking them to be clearer in what the amendments were and providing feedback dates. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Balance at close of business 30/4/10 
 
Current Account £729.18 
Savings Account £7906.87 
 
Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 
Clerk £212.00  1018 
Sue Harris (April cleaning) £10.00  1019 
Mowing contractor £40.00  1020 
Npower £390.08  1021 ** 
Npower £13.77  1022 ** 
Npower £17.08  1023 
Zurich Insurance £649.58  1024 
W. Sherriff (May coffee) £3.91  1025 
Cheques 1021 and 1022 have been cancelled due to Npower issuing new invoices.  New 
invoices came after these cheques were written and before a credit note was issued to cover 
the original amounts.  New cheques need to be issued for £469.12 and £16.42 respectively once 
new cheque book arrives. 
Total cheques                                        £932.57 
        
Cash: £2.90 for sale of postcards.  Action HHW to bank 11.5.10 
 
9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS   


JB reported receiving a letter from Mary Edgington dated the 13th April 2010.  She will be 
addressing this letter.  After discussion it was decided that: 
Letter from Mary Edgington- 


1. The quote from the minutes should state strimming and not cutting. The minutes have been 
amended accordingly. 
 
2. We cannot include detailed information on all subjects therefore the summary in the minutes 
should stand. Minutes by definition are an overview of a meeting and generally consist of a list of 
action points and who is responsible for carrying them out.  
 
3. The two questions asked by Mary in her letter about the benefits to the village in changing the 
verges contractor were covered in our reply to her. Anyone wishing to see the original letter and/or 
our reply should get in touch with the Clerk. 
 
4. Regarding the final point of Mrs. Edgington’s letter, the contribution made by the clerk during 
the discussion on mowing tenders, we sought clarification on this matter from Alison Hodge, 
County Secretary for Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Councils whose job it 
is to represent and advise Parish and Town Councils. She replied: ‘as the advisor, chief  
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administrator and proper officer for the council, the clerk has every right to address the council in  
order to give information’.   
 
JB will reply to Mrs E with the above information. 
 


AR confirmed that he too had received a letter from Mary Edgington regarding the work at Lower 
End.  He has written and delivered a response to this letter which is now held on file with the clerk 
along with Mary’s letter to him. 
 


JB had been approached by Ariadne Uslu via the Clerk to see if ADPC would enter the Best  
Village Competition because of the Nature Area Project.  After discussion the ADPC decided we 
should not enter the NA for the competition as the village has made its position clear on this matter 
in the past not to put itself forward because of the onerous paperwork involved with the 
competition.  JB will register this with Ariadne.  
JB will send a copy of the chair’s report and some photo’s and a piece on the nature area for 
inclusion in WALC’s annual report.  
 ACTION: JB 


LFH confirmed that after costs, she had been able to send £276.00 to the Churches conservation 
Trust from the bell ringing event. 


Dog Fouling signs are available from JB. 
Ian Highly has produced a very professional “coffee table” book of photography of Avon Dassett.  
The book was circulated at the meeting and gained high praise.  It was felt that it would be popular 
throughout the village and therefore the Council would publicise its availability.  The price is 
confirmed at £10.00.  
A date was fixed for the sale of goods donated by Charlie and Jenny Worrall Sat 19th June, 10am to 
2pm, Reading Rooms.  JB and LHF will run the event. All proceeds will go to village projects. 
10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 7th June 2010.                          
The meeting closed at 8.50pm  
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Monday 1st November 2010 


 1. APOLOGIES: Andy Rutherford.  Councillor Chris Williams notified that he would be late in attending. 


 2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: SR and DH regarding planning for Park Drive Cottages.  


 3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed by LHF, seconded by DH, signed by SR.  


 4. MATTERS ARISING: ACTION  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch  


There have been reports of dangerous driving in the village, anyone seeing such incidents should report them 


to PC Rod joy with as much information as possible.  


LHF has attended two police meetings recently and the following matters are highlighted:  There is a chief 
Constables Award for an outstanding Neighbourhood Watch participant.  Secondly, Speed Aware packs are 


available from PC Rod Joy.  JB is seeking a poster to put up which LHF will chase up on her behalf.


 ACTION: LHF 


The horse that had been reported missing has been located.  It had bolted.  


Roads (JB to lead) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains 


JB presented the results of covert traffic survey which took place on 14
th
 September  


 


NE bound 7 cars - average speeds 40mph SW bound 7 cars - average speeds 29.5mph 


JB has asked to be informed if any action is planned regarding the 40mph speeds. 


Roads: The markings which have appeared on the village footpaths are for the proposed slurry seal sites next 


year, they will be done providing budgets are still available to cover the proposed amount, if not sites may 


have to be reduced or removed. Depending on budgets it may necessary to defer some activities completely. 


DH raised the issue of a recent and serious road accident at the cross-roads of AD and Arlescote.  The Air 


Ambulance and Fire Service were in attendance.  Comments were made upon the safety issues of that stretch 


of road and the speed of traffic.  LHF will make enquiries about the accident to see if ADPC need to take the 


matter further. ACTION: LHF 


DH also noted the decline in the condition of the bridge near the B4100.  It appears to have sagged once more 


which is a hazard to any vehicle going at speed.  JB undertook to raise the issue with Patch Byrne. ACTION: 


JB 


Drains- nothing to report. 


Environment/Maintenance 


c) Playground (LHF) – Sarah Rutherford is looking into play equipment in the end of season sales.  The 
Playground group currently hold £2k, with the fete committee set to donate a further £2k and ADPC due to 


provide another £1k once the 25 year lease is signed (and not until this is completed).  The signing of the lease 


has not progressed. The land has not been registered and consequently the Fete Committee are investigating  


the registration and relevant legal fees. 


d) St John‟s (LHF) – A leaf blower is being sought to use prior to the Carol Service on the 19
th
 December.  On 


the 18
th


 December there will be a general tidy up session at St John’s from 10am.  Pews need to be dusted 


and leaves cleared away.  All volunteers are welcome to help get the church ready for our annual 


gathering. 


LHF has purchased candles for the event at a cost of £16.49.  Drinks have been purchased on sale or return so 


the final invoice will be provided to ADPC after the event. 


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟   


The verges have had an extra cut. Consideration will be given to a further cut in November if the PC feels that 


it is necessary. 
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Village tidy up day: A big thank you to everyone who assisted in planting, digging and pruning on 30
th


. 


Thanks to Margaret Maughan for the donation of plants for the nature area. All jobs on the list were 
completed. It was lovely to see some young members of the village taking part. The pruning of the berberis 


outside the RR has revealed that one window will need some attention in the near future.  The bench by the 


lower notice board also requires some attention.  After discussion it was decided to ask Pete Wallace to quote 
for the work.    ACTION: LHF 


Councillor Chris Williams arrived at this point in the meeting. 


The upkeep of the flower bed by the playground needs to be considered. It was decided to write a piece for the 
Compton Chronicle describing all areas which will need some input and ask for volunteers to take on the 


routine maintenance or suggest what should be done.  


HHW confirmed that only one quotation for 2011 has been received and this covered all areas of work for AD. 


f)  Cemetery – review of rules 


JB recapped upon the initial establishment of the AD Cemetery: The lawn grave area was designed on the war 


grave principle (to have only a memorial of limited size at the head of the grave with the rest of the grave laid 


to lawn). In this manner the limited area available for burial is best utilised. In addition maintenance is easier 
to accomplish with large mowing machinery being used to keep the area in a neat condition. 


JB told the meeting that she had been informed that it is usual for up to four burials of cremated remains can 


be interred in a plot where a burial has previously take place 


It was decided to slightly alter the drafted cemetery rules:  Nothing can be planted on burial plots or plots for 


cremated remains with the exception of spring bulbs.  Plots for cremated remains can be marked by unpolished 


light natural stone- clarification is to be sought on exact size of marker stones. Chris Williams will make 


enquiries in to who would be the best person to approach with regard to this.     ACTION: CHRIS WILLIAMS 


An area was selected for the burial of cremated remains. A new plan of the cemetery will be drawn up 


professionally. HHW will investigate this. 


Communication/Administration (SR to lead) 


Village Design Statement – CW commented on a number of aspects of the VDS: There is no map in the 


current document and this is necessary.  Agricultural considerations need to be included also.  The list of 


suppliers should be removed as it implies a preference.  The report also needs to be more localised.  JB 


acknowledged the comments.  


Prior to CW‟s council reports, SR noted the recent report on the implications surrounding the cuts in housing 


benefits in the local area.  CW said the report was being reviewed by the Council. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS – Councillor Chris Williams 


1. Fiscal Matters – Inevitably, the main focus of the County Council‟s activities centres around producing a balanced 


budget for the next three years.  The details of Wednesday‟s Comprehensive Spending Review by the Coalition 


Government concentrated on dealing with the national deficit.  Public sector bodies throughout the country are all 
having to play their part and Warwickshire County Council is facing its biggest spending challenge to date.  


Although exact figures are still to be confirmed we may face an unprecedented funding gap of some £60 million 


over the period 2011-2014.  As I have been updating the Parish Council over the last few months, WCC has been 


planning for the challenges ahead.  WCC has already made significant efficiency savings but the reality is that this 
is not enough to close the gap.  Major changes will be required which will undoubtedly have an impact on all our 


services and there will have to be tough choices when it comes to implementing the cessation of some services 


completely.   
 


       For example, some of the savings yet to be evaluated cover such issues as closing, or limiting the opening times, of 


household waste recycling centres; considering how much subsidy should be given to bus services; safety camera 


activity; highways maintenance activities and countryside activities such as charging to use country parks and 
limiting the activities of the Countryside Access Team.  All worthy causes but will have to be balanced against the 


supply of finance. 


 
       We will shortly invite the residents of Warwickshire to comment upon our proposals. 
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2. High Speed Rail -  The government has announced amendments to the initial proposal to construct a High Speed 


Rail link between the Midlands and London.  These modifications include introducing softer gradients thereby 
minimizing the use of viaducts and in the case of Ladbroke, altering the route to some 500 metres north of the 


village.  The government has also indicated that the line should be extended beyond Birmingham and on to the 


north-east in one direction and Manchester and Scotland in the other direction.  The link will also have a spur to 
Heathrow and the original proposal to end at Euston has now been abandoned and the current thinking is for the 


line to join up with HS1 and the direct link to Europe via the Channel Tunnel.  The final proposals will be available 


for consultation in late spring/early summer next year but it does appear that the Coalition Government has made a 
commitment to underwrite the cost of the project which it is intended to be privately financed.  


 


3. Governance – The District Council in an attempt to reduce costs is considering reducing its present number of 


elected Members from 53 to nearer 40.  This will result in the present 3 and 2 Member Wards probably being 
reduced to single Member Wards.  It will require a government boundary review which will probably be carried out 


at the end of 2011.  Once the new boundaries have been decided there will be an election, possibly in 2013 where 


every member of the Council will be required to stand re-election.  Presently, the Council is elected by thirds and it 
is hoped that the new system will bring Stratford into alignment with other districts where elections are held for the 


full council on a four year basis.  The disadvantage of this proposal for Parish Councils is not only will they have 


an election next year, but a strong possibility of a further election in two years time.  Parish Councils are presently 
co-terminus with their District Councillor.  Interestingly, next year‟s election will require two elections, one for the 


District Council and at the same time the Referendum will be held regarding the Alternative Voting proposal.  The 


following week the Parish Council elections will be held.  Apparently, it is not possible to conduct three elections 


on the same day. 
 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE – Was distributed.   


 HHW read an email from npower which had arrived on 1.11.10 requiring a response by 2.11.10 regarding the 
renewal of the unmetered inventory and unmetered supply certificate.  HHW confirmed that she had responded 


stating that nothing had changed.  She also requested greater notice in future. 


JB asked if the PC would like her to complete two questionnaires on behalf of ADPC: Open spaces questionnaire 


and Rural Services Questionnaire.  The PC agreed to the proposal. ACTION: JB 


7.  PLANNING  


 -  Affordable housing 


JB read an email from Phil Ward- Rural Housing Enabler. Land previously identified was found to be unsuitable.  
However another plot has been identified and is under review.  Phil Ward is in discussions with Planning and the 


land owner and will report back to ADPC. 


Update on planning meeting 18
th
 October 2010 


Planning Application: 10/01580/FUL erection of temporary log cabin for equestrian/agricultural worker and part 


change of use of existing agricultural barn to equestrian use. 


 


ADPC had nothing further to add to previous comments. 
 


As two members of the Parish Council had declared a prejudicial interest in planning applications 10/02040/LBC 


and 10/02024/FUL and one member was unable to attend the meeting, after consultation with members of the 
council not having a prejudicial interest, it was agreed to pass a resolution to delegate power to the clerk to make a 


response on behalf of the Parish Council. The delegation is possible under the Loc Gov Act 1972 s101.    


Proposer:      Jill Burgess                              Seconded by: Andy Rutherford 


When the resolution was passed Sarah Richardson left the meeting. 


Comments were made about the size of plans received recently and the Clerk logged a comment on behalf of the 


Parish Council.  The response was as follows:  “As a cost saving measure all plans sent out to Ward and Parish 


Council‟s are now being sent A3 to scale.  If any residents wish to view the plans on a larger please do not hesitate 
to contact us and we can then arrange a viewing of at our offices in Elizabeth House, Church Street.”  ADPC 


continues to question the viability of such small scale plans.  CW commented that it is likely that all plans will be 


in electronic form soon.  The PC felt that this would raise another set of challenges when considering plans at their 
meetings.  SR noted that often there are no support documents on the website and suggested that the PC log each 


time that this occurs in order to encourage an improvement in the service.     
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Planning matters considered at the current meeting (1.11.10) 


Due to the Declaration of interest made by SR and DH, JB proposed that they leave the meeting at the end of the 
main session once power had been delegated to the Clerk.  This was accepted unanimously. 


 


The following applications were considered: 


Treetops Farm: No comments 


Old School: No Comments.  


No 4 Park Drive Cottages LBC and FUL: were considered later in the meeting once DH and SR left. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT November 2010.  


Appendix A 


 


Balance at close of business 31/10/10 
Current Account £1149.23 


Savings Account £7754.03 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 
Clerk £206.03  1063 


S. Richardson (Refund for pansies) £30.00  1064 


Green area contractor (extra cut) £70.00  1065 ****  
W. Sherriff £10.65  1066   


Green area contractor £140.00  1067 


Sue Harris (cleaning) £10.00  1068 


NPower £17.47  1069 
L. Hope-frost (Candles) £16.49  1070 


Total cheques £500.64 


 
**** Note: This cut was over and above the agreed quotation and agreed by ADPC as a one off extra cut. 


 


Cheques were signed by JB, countersigned by LHF. 


Income 
JB: Sale of compost bin following advert in CC £10.00 cash 


S. Richardson (Schooling of horses) £20.00 cheque 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


Village Design Statement (JB) - feed back from ADPC has been passed on to the team. CW has had a copy of the 


draft document for comment (see earlier comments). The team has received some feed back from SDC which they 
are working through at the moment. 


Remembrance Day wreath laying is on Sunday 14
th
 November at 12.15 at the War Memorial. All welcome. 


Christmas Cards will be on sale at the Coffee morning tomorrow and possibly the December one too if stocks 


allow. The cards will also be on sale at the Avon Pub on 21
st
 November from 12.00. 


LHF noted that the road beneath Fenny Compton Rail Bridge will be closed to all but pedestrians on 14
th
 


November from 8.00 am until 5.00pm. 


At this point SR, DH and CW left the meeting (9.25pm).  LHF, JB and HHW remained.  The planning application 
for No4 Park Drive Cottages was discussed.  The comment to be lodged was that the drive is a shared private drive 


not simply a private drive associated with one property. 


The meeting closed at 9.35 pm. 
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The meeting opened at 7.30pm         


Present: Jill Burgess, Sarah Richardson, David Hutt, Lily Hope-Frost, Helen Hide-Wright, Chris Williams.  


Public: Jenny Sherriff, Michael Carter, Pauline Carter, Audrey Butler, Jill Lewis, Mick Lewis, Mary 


Edgington, Heather Coupe. 


 1.   APOLOGIES: Andy Rutherford 


 2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed by LHF, seconded by DH. 


4. MATTERS ARISING:  


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


LHF explained that at the last meeting some figures had been submitted which had been disputed.  In 


response to this an apology and explanation had been received from Patrick Devereaux who had 
confirmed that Avon Dassett remains a low risk, low crime area. 


Neighbourhood watch had reported little with the exception of one individual causing ongoing 


problems.  CW informed the meeting that the aforementioned person had been involved in a road 
accident and had been arrested.   


Roads (JB) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Traffic- Enforcement camera was spotted in the village after the last meeting. Poonam reported that the 
highest speed recorded was 31mph. 


Roads- All pot holes from Top Lodge to crossroads with B4100 are scheduled to be mended. It was 


noticed that some had already been filled.  


Jill met with Patch Byrne to look at footpath on Church Hill. Patch has agreed to patch the cracks for 


this year but the whole path will be resurfaced in 2011. 


Fly tipped rubbish at the Arlescote side of the crossroads has been reported. 


Drains- email from Nigel Chetwynd stated; Avon Dassett is the next drainage project he will be 
working on, after clearing other pending projects.  He hopes to have the scheme prepared by the end of 


April and then agree a time slot with the contractor.  


Environment/Maintenance (JB read AR’s notes) 


c) Playground 


Playground lease is drafted and under review by the Worrall’s. Further grant applications lodged and 


awaiting decisions. AR understands that Alysoun Glasspool has now submitted written applications for 
funds from PC and fete committee/Parish plan holdings. Inspection report contains all of the usual 


complaints and he will look to try and resolve some of these as we progress with the playground project.  


d) St John’s: Probation service visited on 20
th
 March at the request of Martyn Dalman. Much of the 


scheduled work was completed. As this visit was not requested by us we have not been charged and the 
visit scheduled for 14 March will still go ahead. Work will be completed in the church yard and the over 


grown bank at Lower End will also be tidied up. 


Graham, who leads the bell ringers, would like to ring St John’s bells 6 times per year.  LHF asked what 
the PC thought of Easter, Christmas, Harvest, St John’s Day (24


th
 June) and other major festivals.  


Everyone agreed this would be a marvellous idea. 


1
st
 May: LHF is looking for volunteers to provide food for the bell ringers.  The numbers are likely to be 


around 100 people so if 10 people could provide 10 rounds of sandwiches and cakes could be donated, 


the day will be a success.  The food will be sold at £1.50 for sandwiches, £1.50 for cake and 50p for tea.  


The bells will be rung between 1 and 2 pm. Anyone who would like to donate cakes or some time on 


the day should contact Lily. 
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JB thanked everyone for coming to share their thoughts on the upkeep of the village green areas and 


asked for their views to be shared over the next 10 minutes although the debate continued until 8pm: 
  Audrey Butler spoke on behalf of herself and her husband Bob.  She confirmed that she had already 


written a letter to the PC.  She felt that Mick Harris was good at filling in all of the ruts on the verges and 


keeping them looking good.  She could not see how ADPC could fault his work and felt it was wrong that he 


had not been awarded this element of the work.  She considered that there were other issues in awarding the 
contracts and suspected a clash of personalities.  She commented that Mick had apologised for the 


difficulties he had caused last year.  She said that many people in the village were upset by how the contracts 


had been awarded. 
 


Mary Edgington read the conclusion from her letter.  She said that the verges didn’t include cutting and 


who was doing this.  SR confirmed that this was part of that contract.  She agreed that the council should 


award on economy but could not believe that Mick was not the cheapest.  JB responded by saying that the 
tender’s have been discussed at an open meeting last month and had been awarded on a fair and equitable 


basis. LHF and SR commented on how competitive the quotes had been this year. 


 
Jill Lewis commented on the footpath up the hill stating that Mick had done a lot on this path.  JB 


confirmed that Bitham residents had worked on this area during the past year.  LHF added that only a small 


piece at the top of the hill needs to be done. 
 


JB read through the procedure that the PC had followed: 


1. None of the PC members has a personal or prejudicial interest in the awarding of these contracts. 


2. 40% amount of the parish council budget was spent on village maintenance in 2009/10 (the figures are not 
yet complete because we are not at the end of the financial year yet). PC members unanimously agreed that 


this needed to be reduced - and the contracts awarded suggest that we will reduce this percentage by half 


3. Four councillors met in December to walk around the village to look at the maintenance needs for 
2010/11. A list of work was drawn up and agreed by all members. This was then put out to tender. 


4. The tenders for village maintenance for 2010/11 were discussed fully at the PC meeting of March 2
nd,


 


which was open to the public. 
5.  The content of individual tenders is confidential. 


6. Contracts were awarded on the basis of best value for money and risk, that being the risk of having all of 


the work awarded to one person and then that person being unable to fulfil the work for whatever reason. 


7.  Two out of the three contracts awarded have been accepted.  We await confirmation from Mick at to 
whether he will undertake the work offered. 


8.   Volunteers are still welcome to assist in the maintenance of the village and we are grateful for all such 


help. There is a village volunteer day planned for 24th April. 
 


SR stated that the PC would make a significant saving on maintenance of these areas and whole committee 


reinforced the fact that the contracts would go out to tender again in a year’s time.  JB added that last year 


some voluntary labour had been withdrawn and certain areas of the village had declined.  It had cost the PC a 
significant sum to correct this situation and it was important that this was avoided in future.  JB also went on 


to say how much the PC and village as a whole, recognised the efforts of Mary Edgington and Mick Harris.   


 
SR undertook to respond to each of the letters which had been written to the PC on this area. 


 At the close of the debate, the public were invited to stay for the rest of the meeting which they did, 


with the exception of Audrey Butler who needed to return home. 


 


Other information on the upkeep of village green areas. (JB read notes from AR) Cemetery car park - will 


carry out some fence maintenance prior to its use in May. Sheep may be back in that area for a week or two 


to bring the grass length down.  


JB informed the meeting that she now has laminated dog fouling signs for anyone who would like one. 


 


f) Village Spring Clean, 24
th


 April (JB) 


Outdoor jobs for the day: Bonfire in St John’s Church Yard, cementing in of sign board at Nature Area, dig 
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out conifer under RR window and remove self seeded trees, strim verge opposite Avon Carrow lower  
entrance. Inside jobs will involve the cleaning of St John’s. 


 


g) Best Kept Village Competition (LH-F)    


It was debated whether to participate this year but as the rules have not changed, it was deemed best not to. 


Communication/Administration (SR) 


The security for the laptop needs updating and SR is dealing with this. 


Beacon Event:  Held recently, this was a major success.  JB and LHF had met senior representatives of 
business and councils.  The ADPC website is highly regarded and held up as a model of excellence for other 


councils.  JB and SR were thanks and praised for their work on this area. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS (C Williams) 


Reports will be posted separately as not currently available to the Clerk. 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE: 


Insurance renewal was discussed and it was agreed to reduce some cover and increase some excesses.  HHW 


to write to Zurich to seek new quote on the policy.                                                                 ACTION: HHW  


Speed aware: JB commented on the posts and the replacement cost of £400.  It was concluded that this was 


an excessive cost. 


7.  PLANNING: Knight’s farm was discussed and SR, JB and LH-F made no representation.  Comment on 
website pending awaiting comment from DH.                                                     ACTION: DH and HHW  


Empty homes update from Carol Roberts: St John’s cottage is being investigated and it is hope that progress 


will be made soon. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance at close of business 31/3/10 


Current Account £544.80 


Savings Account £5069.56 


 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


Clerk £179.87  1011 
W Sherriff (March coffee morning) £8.40  1012 


Council Tax £175.01  1013 


Warmington & Arlescote PC (Grit Bin)  £197.65  1014 
Sue Harris (March cleaning) £10.00  1015 


W Sherriff (April coffee morning) £5.97  1016 


WALC membership fee £84.00  1017 


Total cheques                                         £660.90 
 


Income 


Tess Richardson – Schooling horse in cemetery car park    £20.00 
Gardening Club (Heather Coupe) – hire of RR   £  5.00 


Richard – Avon Carrow Management - Hire of RR   £  5.00 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  Jenny Worral’s set of RR keys will be held by LHF for her use as well as 
AR’s use. 


Jenny Worrall, on leaving the village, has donated a number of items for sale with the proceeds gong to the 


village cause. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Jenny Sherriff asked about what could be done about a noisy 


cockerel.  CW advised that this was acceptable in a rural setting. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 10
th
 May 2010.                          The meeting closed at 9.10pm 
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Present: Jill Burgess, Sarah Richardson, David Hutt, Andy Rutherford, Helen Hide-Wright, Chris 


Williams. 


 1. Lily Hope-Frost sent in her apologies. 


 2. There were no declarations of interests. 


 3. The minutes from the previous meeting were confirmed. 


 4. MATTERS ARISING:  


Community 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  There was nothing to report 


Roads 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains : The drains have been cleaner and checked with no 


apparent problems found.  JB has contacted Patch Byrne for feedback on the 
inspection ands is awaiting his response.  The potholes reported last month have not 
been repaired.  It was thought that the cold weather has halted repairs for the time 


being.  JB has reported the potholes again.  


Environment/Maintenance 


c) Playground – AR summarised the recent inspection report findings.  There were no 


major concerns.  He suggested to the ADPC that a decision on the playground should 
be deferred until the February meeting when he hoped that a couple of members of 


the playground committee could attend and report on the way forward. ADPC agreed 
with this proposal. 


d) St John‟s : The current works are on-going.  Nothing new to report. 


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟ : The parish Councillors met on the 29th December and 
walked through the village to establish what maintenance was required.  A list has 
been produced to assist in the tendering process.  It has been decided that sheep 


could graze the car park area by the grave yard, keeping the grass down and reducing 
the costs to the Parish Council to maintain the area.  It was decided that if this went 
ahead, a notice should be fixed to the gate, detailing the owners contact number in 


case of emergency such as the sheep escaping.  


Grass cutting tender process will commence shortly.  JB and HHW to meet and discuss 
the way forward.                                                                    Action: JB & HHW 


Compton chronicle article to be prepared communicating the strategy to villagers and 
inviting other cost saving ideas to be put forward.                      Action: JB 


Communication/Administration 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS:  County Councillor’s Report 


1. Budget - The setting of the 2010/11 Budget and Medium Financial Plan is progressing well.  The 


choices when balancing a budget equates between pressures and resources.  Clearly, efficiency 


savings, charging fees, a cut in some services and an increase in Council Tax are all possible sources 


of revenue.  The pressures are fundamentally the services we supply and can only be cut by reducing  


funding.  The indications at the moment are that the Council Tax will be in the region of an increase 


2.5%.  The government has just announced that Council Tax for this year must not exceed 3%.  


Previously, this was capped at 5%.  The government also expects to see a fall in the level of Council 


Tax over the next four years.  
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I do not expect that the impact of this year’s savings will affect front line services.  Undoubtedly, 


some familiar ‘nice to have but not essential’ services will be reduced but overall, I believe, the public 


will accept, in this present climate of financial restraint, that a limited reduction in services is 


preferable to an increase in taxation.   The setting of the Council Tax will happen at a special meeting 


of the County Council in early February. 


 


2. Fire Consultation – As I reported last month, the Public Consultation into the proposals to change the 


Warwickshire Fire Service have now been completed.  It was originally intended that new proposals 


resulting from the Public Consultation would be presented to the County Council during the first week 


of February.  It is fair to say that the Public Consultation brought to the attention of the Fire Service 


significant facts that had not been factored into the original proposals.  I am pleased to say that 


representations made on behalf of the Fenny Compton Fire Station have been well received.  The Fire 


Service has requested further time to evaluate the many proposals that have been put forward, not only 


by Fenny Compton, but also by other communities in the County.  These proposals have to be 


evaluated, costed and tested before being presented to the full Council.  It is expected that this will 


now happen in early Spring.  I believe that this is the right decision where all proposals can be 


thoroughly examined in preference to making decisions based on a time frame only. 


 


3. CAA Results – Published last month were the results of the Comprehensive Area Assessment.  This is 


a new way of assessing local public services in England.  It examines how well councils, and other 


public bodies, meet the needs of the people they serve.  The Assessment focuses on how well local 


public services are delivering better results for people across the area.  Such priorities as Health, 


Economic Prospects are some of the issues evaluated and they seek to establish their likelihood to 


improve in the future.  Warwickshire was judged to be a ‘Performing Well’ Council with only one 


area causing concern and that was the success of improving the well-being of the people of 


Warwickshire.  They are looking for better links between partners, especially hospitals and health 


care.  Steps are being taken to address this highlighted problem.  Only 4% of local authorities in 


England reach the next level of performance. 


 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE:  JB read a letter from Mick Harris regarding mowing.  


7.  PLANNING  


Comments on planning application 09/02589/TREE.  “No representation” was registered. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  Balance at close of business 04/1/10 
 


Current Account £422.10 


Savings Account £5,999.82 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS – Date change of meeting on 12th April to Tuesday 6th April 
2010 


JB reported the receipt of £122.20 from Christmas Cards, £13.00 from postcards and 
£5.00 for rental of the Reading room.  It was decided to pay all the funds into the bank 
account but to ring fence the £122.20 for future use. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING –Monday 1st February 2010 


The meeting closed at 8.05pm 
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Present: Jill Burgess, Sarah Richardson, David Hutt, Lily Hope-Frost, Helen Hide-Wright, Chris 


Williams.  


 1. Apologies: Andy Rutherford. 


 2. There were no declarations of interests. 


 3. The minutes from the previous meeting were confirmed save for the following 
amendments by Chris Williams and affecting his Council reports: Budget – It would seem 


that the District Council’s budget will be settled at a figure of an increase in Council Tax of 


1.5%.  This equates to an increase for the District Council Band D Taxpayer of some 34p a 


month.  There are no significant cuts in front line services but over £2 million of savings have 


been achieved through efficiency, natural wastage of labour and better use of partnership 


working. 


 


 4. MATTERS ARISING:  


Community 


a) Policing: LHF gave an update on crime figures which appear to have risen.  CW 


responded by stating that the figures were disputed by the police.  LHF said there 
were no new developments with Neighbourhood Watch.  


Roads 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains: JB has not received an update from Poonam regarding 
the speed enforcement camera.  


Roads: Potholes at the crossroads with Arlescote have been filled but have 
deteriorated since.  CW spoke to Patch on the 1.3.10 and the latter is formulating 
preventative measures. 


JB confirmed that the exposed drain shaft near to the aforementioned crossroads has 
been dealt with. 


The grit bin which was discussed at the last meeting has been purchased by 


Warmington Parish Council and has been positioned on the Arlescote Road, near to 
the crossroads with Avon Dassett Road.  The bin has not been filled with salt yet 
despite JB requesting this.  CW will speak to Patch and remind him to fill the bin with 


salt.                                                                               ACTION: Chris Williams 


ADPC had worked with Warmington Parish council on the procurement of the salt bin.  
ADPC has offered some financial support towards the purchase and are awaiting 


information from their clerk: Chris Walker. 


Drains:  JB read a report from Nigel Chetwynd, “A recent road survey at Lower 


End showed that it would be difficult to get surface water to flow round the 


bend and into the ditch.”   
  


“The CCTV survey carried out before Christmas showed up some significant 


problems further up the hill including blockages and old pipe work which is 
in poor condition.” 


  


“The best option would be to replace the poor section of the highway 


drainage system with a new 225mm pipe and also add additional gullys. 
This would mean that more of the flow water can be collected into the  
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drainage system thus reducing the amount of water that cascades down 


the road. If there is enough money left after this it may be possible to 


install a new section of highway drainage at the bottom of the hill near the 
bends to flow out to the ditch as originally intended.” 


 


Environment/Maintenance 


c) Playground:  JB suggested that as AR was not present, discussions on this matter 
would be carried forward to next month.  JB confirmed that the playground sign had 


been put back onto the post. 


JB requested that all Parish Councillors should consider maintenance requirements for 
their areas of responsibility.                                    ACTION: All ADPC Councillors 


JB had reported the state of the litter bin by the playground gates but nothing has 
happened.   


The date of Saturday 24th April 2010, 10.00am onwards has been set for volunteers to 


meet and undertake a tidy up of the village.  Date to be advertised in Compton 
Chronicle and on the website                             ACTION: JB putting item into CC 


JB to seek assistance from the probation service to send a team to AD in the week 


ending 23rd April 2010 to tidy St John’s churchyard.  LHF and JB will meet the team at 
the churchyard to assist them in prioritising the works.                  ACTION: JB and 


LHF 


d) St John’s: LHF confirmed that the arrangements for the bellringers event are being 
finalised.  An article about the event will go into the Compton Chronicle. 


LHF asked for anyone to come forward who can volunteer to make sandwiches and 
cakes in anticipation of the 100 or so visitors who are expected to attend.  The bell 
ringing will take place between 1-2.30pm.  LFH to speak to Sandra Rice to discuss 


catering details and pricing of refreshments.                                       ACTION: LHF  


LHF confirmed that there will be some bell ringing on Easter Sunday around noon. 


LHF will contact the Churches Conservation Trust and confirm that with the bellringing 


event and later, Open Gardens, it is not possible to hold another fundraising event in 
between.                                                                                          ACTON: LHF  


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’:  All of the tenders were considered and it was decided to 


engage with three contractors in order to achieve value for money. 


Mick Harris: Cemetery 


John Glover: Verges 


Michael Mann: Playground 


Total cost of the works to be calculated and sent to SR.                     ACTION: HHW 


Communication/Administration 


Emergency Plan: JB stated that the Emergency Plan is not due for renewal until 
August.  Andy Rutherford has some concerns about the roads but was not present to 


comment.  JB asked the Councillors to look at their areas of responsibility and add any 
items for discussion to the agenda of the next meeting.  


                                                                      ACTION: PARISH COUNCILLORS 


Parish Plan: Sandra is asking people to contact her if they need a copy of the  
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Welcome Pack. 


Lay-by:  CW gave an update and stated that the proposal was not supported.  The 


reasons for this was that the cost was put at £25k, it would impact on 2 cars and  


therefore have little benefit to the community.   


Nature Area: Pete Wallace putting sign up and a hedgehog box is being installed. This  


LHF reinstated her offer to fund one of the small animal houses.  JB confirmed that 
the grant funds were almost fully utilised. 


Beacon Event: JB will be arriving at this event at 9.30am on the 12th March and LHF 


will join her at around 11am. 


Information from Balvinder needs publicising.      ACTION: JB to send info to HHW 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS:   
District Councillor’s Report 


 
1. Core Strategy -  The Draft Core Strategy is now out for consultation.  In essence, there are 


no provisions for housing that could have an impact upon Avon Dassett.  The nearest area is 
Kineton where there is a proposal to provide 200 houses on land behind Kineton High 
School.  This does cause Kineton a dilemma inasmuch as any increase in housing provision 
would impact on the road infrastructure and would possibly lead to the rebuilding of Kineton 
High School.  Interestingly, the Core Strategy also calls for the District Council to identify land 
to meet the demand of the Travelling fraternity.  Currently, within our district the government 
has decided that we have an underprovision for travelers.  This is proving difficult to resolve 
as it appears that there is a reluctance for communities to support land allocation for 
travelers.  In conclusion, the thrust of the Core Strategy is to provide land allocation sufficient 
to meet government allocations.  In reality the government is imposing 3000 houses more 
than we, the District Council, should be allocated.  In the event of a new Conservative 
government replacing the existing government, we are claiming that one of their first projects 
would be to remove the burden of additional housing which would render the Core Strategy 
redundant for the time being. 


 
2. District Council Budget – At the meeting of the District Council last Monday the Council 


Tax was set for an increase for next year at 1.5%.  One of the recommendations from the 
Budget Debate was that Warwick District Council and Stratford District Council should enter 
into negotiations to share management costs.  Examples quotes were a reduction from 2 to 1 
Chief Executive and significant savings at senior staff level.  It is anticipated that if 
implemented these savings could amount to approximately £500,000 per annum. 


 
County Councillor’s Report 


 
1. Highways – After the euphoria last month of reporting that Avon Dassett had been successful in 


achieving grant support for its play area, I am sorry to say that the Parish Council’s application for 
funding to provide a lay by for cars that park dangerously on the hill was not supported.  This year 
funding has been reduced for such projects to cover the cost of repairs to potholes caused by the 
recent bad weather. 


 
2. County Budget – The final budget was set at a figure of 2.4%.   We have already started the 


process of evaluating next year’s areas for disinvestment.  It is highly probably that we will not be 
able to emulate this year’s low figure.  This is the lowest tax that has been set for over ten years. 


 
3. Fire Service – You may have read in the paper that three Fire Officers were arrested in connection 


with the Atherstone Fire where four firemen died.  The investigation into the Atherstone Fire is now 
with the Police Authority and the County Council consider the Police actions in arresting these 
firemen was excessive and unnecessary.   


 
Fire Service Review – The Fire Chief has indicated that he will be in a position to report his  
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findings before the end of this month.  It does appear that some of the original concepts that fire 
cover will be provided through the Oxfordshire, Worcestershire and Herefordshire Fire Services 
have not crystallized.  This has lead to a rethink as to how an improved fire service could be 
achieved with the drastic measures that were original proposed.  
 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE:  Had previously been circulated. Several new items were brought 
to the attention of the meeting:  Flood prevention literature and a sample, Consultation 


core Strategy letter with deadline for response, Parish election Procedures, Jo Whitehead 
letter regarding a house in AD, road Safety pack, Remittance advice from WCC regarding 
Nature Area.  
7.  PLANNING – Comments on Kennels: Whilst this application falls outside of Avon Dassett 


parish we wish to make the following comments: 


1. As there is no existing agricultural activity on this site we question whether a dwelling should be 


permitted. 


2. We question whether the breeding of greyhounds comes under the umbrella of agricultural 


activity.                                                                    ACTION: HHW to post comments on website 


Tree preservation order on The Old New House: Notice is still not posted on the WCC website.  


8. FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  Balance at close of business 01/3/10 


 
Current Account £557.30 


Savings Account £5,462.19 ** 


** (Includes £434 from WCC: Nature Area) 


 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)   Cheque No 


Clerk £164.01  1003 
W Sherriff (Feb coffee morning) £9.19  1004 


Banbury Farm Supplies £20.68  1005 


Pete Wallis £80.00  1006 


Jill burgess (kettle £11.96  1007 
Sue Harris (Feb cleaning) £10.00  1008 


Margaret Maughan (Norton Security) £64.99  1009 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS – LHF informed the meeting that she has joined the 


Warwickshire Rural Community council. 


LHF gave an update on the parking on the village green.  It was felt that this had 
improved. 


Spring cleaning date for St John’s set for 24th April. 


Dog fouling signs to go up in parts of the village.  CW to supply to JB.         ACTION: CW 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING –Tuesday 2nd April 2010 


The meeting closed at 8.55pm 





