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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 
Monday 22nd May 2017 at 7.30 pm 


 
The meeting commenced at 7.45pm.   


1) Apologies: None 
Present: Trevor Gill (Chairman), Mike Blakeman, Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard,  Darrell 
Muffitt, Councillor Chris Williams, Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright). 
Members of the public: Tony Illot, Dave Hirst, Michele Gill, John Anderson, 
 Diane Anderson 


2) Acceptance of minutes of last meeting held on 9th May 2016 


a) 20160509 Avon Dassett PC Annual Parish Assembly Minutes  
The minutes were accepted.  Proposed: Darrell Muffitt, seconded: Mike Blakeman, 
signed and dated by Trevor Gill. 
 


3) Chair’s report.  Please see Appendix 1 
Annual Reports: Councillor Chris Williams Please see Appendix 2 


   Councillor John Fielding Please see Appendix 3. 
4) Annual Accounts.  The accounts were accepted by the meeting.  Proposed: Martyn 


Heard, seconded: Darrell Muffitt. Signed by Trevor Gill. Please see Appendix 4. 
5) Parish Matters: Nothing to present.   


6) Open Forum: Tony Illot spoke about the Broadband issues in the village and in 
particular as they relate to Avon Carrow and properties that are in the same post code.  
Tony advised that it is possible for the properties at The Carrow be have superfast 
broadband installed but this would cost approximately £1k per property and that the 
connection would come from Farnborough.  Tony also enquired about the next phase of 
the project which appeared to be 2018. Trevor Gill responded by saying that the Parish 
Council has been progressing this matter and that it had not been clear that Avon Carrow 
and other properties were not a part of the first phase.  Trevor Gill has registered 
dissatisfaction on behalf of some residents who do not have access to the superfast 
broadband service.  Enquiries are ongoing regarding achieving a resolution and 
alternative ways of achieving connections through other means. 
John Anderson spoke about Western Power and their project to install the cables 
underground. The Parish Council was unable to provide an update on this.  ACTION: 
Trevor Gill to make enquiries and report to the monthly meeting in July. 


The meeting closed at 8.05 pm. 
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Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Chair’s Report To The Annual Meeting Held on 22 May 2017 
 


I intend to keep this report as short as possible but the last year has been eventful and very busy. 
 
The Avon 
 
The events at The Avon have dominated the year. I do not propose to go into great detail into the history of 
events in the last year but I feel that I must cover some of the important events and also say a sincere thank 
you to those who have helped in any way. 
 
I reported last year that The Avon has been taken into private ownership and at that time we all hoped that 
this would be the start of a long and happy relationship with the new owners Mr & Mrs Chick. Sadly this did 
not prove to be the case and after a very short period when the pub was open it was closed and the owners 
applied for a change of use to residential for the ground floor. Immediately prior to this application being 
discussed at a Stratford on Avon Planning Committee meeting it was withdrawn and very soon after The 
Avon was advertised for sale. 
 
I would like to record my thanks to everyone who contributed to our efforts to oppose this application. The 
response from local, county and district councillors and local residents was truly remarkable and many of 
you gave your time and expertise and I thank you. 
 
Avon Dassett Community Benefit Society has recently had an offer for the purchase of the freehold accepted 
and they are proceeding towards what I hope will be the securing of The Avon for the benefit of the 
community.  
 
The Reading Room 
 
We have been aware for some time that we need to undertake some work on The Reading Room to make it a 
more appealing place and that we need to make better use of this valuable asset.  
 
We have started this with the replacement of the windows and this work is nearly complete. There is one 
small window to be installed and we have had a delay with this while we arranged for Western Power to 
reroute a power cable. This has now been done and we will arrange for this window to be installed. 
 
We will be clearing the area outside The Reading Room in the very near future and replacing the shrubs etc 
with two new tubs. We will also be obtaining quotes for the redecoration of the outside of The Reading 
Room and these 2 activities will greatly enhance it’s outside appearance. 
  
As a part of the external funding for The Avon we are required to consider not only activities that are centred 
on the pub but also those that can or do already happen in the wider community. A major part of this will be 
to consider how we can make better use of The Reading Room and what needs to be done with The Reading 
Room to make this happen. We will have two valuable community assets and they both need to be used for 
the benefit of the community. 
 
The Post Office 
 
The Post Office was closed for some considerable time but it is now fully open with a wide range of services 
available. We have recently circulated a note to residents covering these services and if we are to avoid 
loosing The Post Office forever it needs to be supported. We will monitor with the Postmaster the level 
support of over the next few months. 
 
Defibrillator 
 
We have been able secure a defibrillator from the West Midlands Ambulance Service and to obtain funding 
from the Big Lottery Fund to enable us to purchase a case and to cover training expenses. 







  
 
We are waiting for the telephone kiosk to be removed - this was supposed to happen in April- and once this 
work has been done we will arrange for the defibrillator to be installed on the wall outside the Reading 
Room. 
 
We will try to ensure that this is installed in the not too distant future. 
 
Broadband 
 
A new cabinet has been installed in the village and this has provided a much improved broadband speeds for 
a part of the village. We are aware that there is still a substantial part of the village that are still suffering 
from appalling speeds and reliability and we have raised this direct with the Broadband project team. We are 
awaiting some further information from them and when this is to hand we will issue a comprehensive note 
and place a new page on our website with details as to where we are and what is being done to resolve the 
outstanding issues. 
 
Village Events and Clubs 
 
Once again the Dassett Country Show and the village Open Gardens were a great success. For both events 
the weather was very kind to us and we were pleased to see a good number of visitors form neighbouring 
towns and villages supporting both of these events. 
 
There is a tremendous amount of hard work and planning that goes into these events and I would like to say a 
big ‘Thank You” to all committee members, helpers and residents who open their gardens. Without all of 
your hard work and dedication these important events would not happen. 
 
It is also worth mentioning the small number of clubs and societies that are centred in the village. We have a 
village coffee morning (sponsored by the Parish Council) on the first Wednesday of each month. I would like 
to record my thanks to Jenny Sherriff who continues to organise the coffee morning as she has done for 
many years. 
 
We also have a Men’s Club and a Garden Society and they both provide a social and learning aspect to 
village life. They need your support and if anyone is interested in joining either of these clubs I am sure that 
they will be most welcome. 
 
Communications 
 
We are now using four main channels for delivering information to interested residents and the wider world. 
 
We have: 
 


• An email facility using mail chimp 
• Our own Facebook page 
• Our own website 
• The village notice boards 


 
Using these tools we have continued to improve our communications with residents and we will continue to 
review how we can best communicate going forward. 
 
We have built our own Parish Council website and this has been reviewed as a part of our Internal Audit and 
it has received very favourable comments and conformation that our obligations under the Transparency 
Code have been met. We will continue to enhance this delivery channel and also work to agree how we can 
integrate this with the Community website. 
 
New Regulations and Guidelines 
As in previous year we continue to receive new regulations and guidelines, which govern the way we operate 
and where appropriate, these have been fully implemented. This is reflected in the number of new or 
amended procedures that we have prepared for approval later on the agenda. I personally do not any 
reduction in new requirements over the next two or three years bur we are well placed to deal with them. 







  
 
The Green Areas 
 
There has been a significant amount of tidying done in the village particularly in the area near the bus stop. 
There is still some more work to be done in this area and this should be done during the next 2 or 3 months. I 
would like to thank all residents who helped with this work and also to record thanks the many residents who 
might pick up and odd item of litter, clear a drain when needed or generally help to keep the village in good 
order. 
 
There is general agreement that last year the tubs once again enhanced the appearance of the village and our 
thanks to Dave Hicks for his considerable support in supplying the plants for the tubs and also for his hard 
work in making the pots look so attractive. We are very grateful to the Avon Dassett Open Gardens for 
helping us financially with the plants and compost for the tubs. 
 
Planning 
 
Stratford District Council Core Strategy has been adopted and this will give Avon Dassett protection from a 
planning perspective going forward against unwanted or inappropriate development in the village.  
 
Finances 
 
By careful financial management, and a substantial amount of grant funding, we have managed to meet all of 
our obligations, and also to ring fence funds for known future requirements. 
 
We have been able to build up our reserves to assist with future work on The Reading Room but we will 
ensure that where possible we apply for grants to cover this work. 
 
During this year we know that we have to do some work in the area near the War Memorial and if possible 
this will be covered by grant funds. 
 
Councillors 
 
The last year has seen the resignation of Bart Della Mura and we thank him for his hard work on our behalf 
during the time he was our District Councillor. We are very pleased to welcome John Fielding as his 
replacement and we look forward to working with him for the benefit of our village and the surrounding 
area. 
 
We have recently has an election for our County Councillor and Cllr Chris Williams has been re-elected. We 
have had the benefit of his wisdom and guidance for a number of years and look forward to working with 
him again in the future. 
 
At a local level I was pleased to welcome Liz Hirst to our number and I am sure that she will prove to be a 
valuable member of our council in the future. 
 
Thanks 
    
It would not be right of me to finish without me thanking my colleagues on the Parish Council. I think that it 
is fair to say that we have worked well together on the wide range of challenges that we have faced and I 
certainly value your support. We all have many different skills, knowledge and abilities and I never cease to 
be amazed how valuable these are. We are very lucky not only that my colleagues have these attributes but 
that they are prepared to give their expertise and most importantly time for the benefit of the village. I am 
sure that our local residents appreciate all of your efforts, I know I certainly do. 
 
Lastly I must say a very big thank to our clerk, Helen I know that is it not always easy keeping us, or 
particularly me under control. We really are indebted to you for the smooth running of the council you 
always guide us, supports us, guides us and generally ensure that the Parish Council runs efficiently and 
within the rules and regulations by which we are regulated. Helen, thank you. 
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Avon Dassett Annual Meeting –  22nd May 2017 
 County Councillor’s Report 


 
 
 
The past year has been relatively straight forward for the County Council.  It is the fourth year of the 
four year cycle of the Council.  In the summer last year much time was devoted to see whether or not 
if we would form an association with the West Midlands Combined Authorities.  After much debate it 
was felt that the culture of the West Midlands was different to that of Warwickshire.  For example, 
Dudley, Wolverhampton, Solihull and others in the West Midlands are mainly industrial areas with little 
or no agricultural industry.  Warwickshire, on the other hand, has a strong rural slant which must at all 
times be observed.  However, eventually, after government intervention, Warwickshire joined the West 
Midlands Combined Authorities but not in a full membership capacity.  There are advantages in the 
new arrangements since capital is more freely available for infrastructure projects such as new 
highways etc. 
 
Our Chief Executive, Jim Graham, retired in February 2017, two days before we announced our 
budget.  His role was taken over temporarily by Monica Fogarty from the Communities Group 
responsible for Transport and Highways, Localities, Community Safety, Sustainable Communities and 
Public Health and David Carter from Resources Group responsible for Customer Services, Finance, 
Human Resources & Organisational Development, Information Assets, Law and Governance, Physical 
Assets and Performance.  This trial was so successful that they have been made Joint Managing 
Directors. 
 
In February, the County Council approved its Annual Budget with a 1.99% increase in Council Tax and 
a further 2% ring fenced to cover the cost of Adult Social Care.  As part of our budget proposals, we 
are reviewing our Children’s Centre operation.  Originally, there were 39 Children’s Centres which 
provided basic child care in areas of deprivation.  Since their incorporation some 20 years ago, 
deprivation needs have changed and whilst the County Council is not responsible for the running of 
the Children’s Centres we do have an influence both financial and administrative capacities.  The 
feeling is that we should revert to basics and concentrate on Children’s Centre activities towards areas 
of deprivation rather than siting them in affluent areas.  This review is due to start next month and a 
report will be coming to full Council later this year. 
 
Previously, the Conservatives conducted an administration without overall control of the council.  As a 
result of the County Council elections that took place on 4th May 2017, this position has dramatically 
changed with the new make up of the council as follows: 
 
  Conservative Group  36 
  Labour Party   10 
  Lib Dems     7 
  Green Party     2 
  Independent Members    2  Total  57 
 
The Council formerly had 62 members and the new majority will allow the Conservatives to operate in 
complete control. 
 
 
 
Cllr Chris Williams  
Member for Kineton and Red Horse Division - WCC 
20.05.17. 
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Avon Dassett Parish Council 


District Councillor’s Report To The Annual Meeting  


Held on 22 May 2017 
 


I was elected as the District Councillor for the Red Horse Ward on 9th March 2017and 
the first committee I was put on the Overview & Scrutiny committee. We were 
looking at the OCCG consultation on the Horton Hospital. The OCCG stated that they 
had consulted widely but after some investigation, it has been found that many 
villages and local Drs have not been consulted and therefore the consultation had not 
followed proper processes. I attended a meeting, one month after the consultation 
ended, at Tysoe Surgery where a member of the OCCG provided a report about what 
is happening at the Horton and the OCCG member admitted that they had not 
consulted the public in Warwickshire. Jeremy Wright and Nadhim Zahawi have 
written to the OCCG informing them of their concerns that the consultation was not 
properly carried out. South Northants and Cherwell District Council have requested a 
judicial review on the matter. Stratford District Council have written to Jeremy Hunt 
about the failure of the OCCG to consult all those who will be impacted by the 
changes. The good news is that Stratford will become a Cancer Care Unit and will 
have a birthing centre. Warwick and Coventry hospitals will be maintained. Redditch 
hospital has been wound down and moved to Worcester.  I have recently joined the 
Planning East Committee which will cover any planning applications that go to 
committee from your Parish. 


 


J Fielding 


22 May 2017 


 







ADPC APA 2016 5 
 
 


Appendix 4 
 
 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 







     
AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 


 


ANNUAL MEETING 22 MAY 2017 
 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 


Financial Year 2016 -2017 
Bank Balance @ 31 March 2016:   £15,500.59 
Precept for 2016/17:  £11,100.00 
Receipts during 2016/17:   £  4,522.88 
Total £31,123.47 
Payments during 2016/17:   £16,156.79 
Uncleared Cheques (1364 £8.45, 1365 £7.41)  -     £15.86 
Balance carried forward @ 31 March 2017:   £14,950.82 


 
  
 


Financial Year 2016 -2017 
Bank Balances As At 31 March 2017 


Lloyds TSB A/c No 00023602  £  2,599.94 
Lloyds TSB A/c No 00140954 – Please see note 3 £12,350.88 
  £14,950.82 
 
Balance carried forward for external audit £14,950.82 
  
 
Note 3: This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC including any interest received into the account.   


 


Analysis For Ring Fenced Funds 


Defibrillator  £      250.00 
IT Equipment and Software £      291.75 
Neighbourhood Watch £      185.00 
Parish Plan £   2,000.00 
Play area lease £      200.00 
Playground (from fete committee) £      250.00 
RR Maintenance  £   8,310.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds £      359.13 
Village Cemetery £      275.00 
Village Maintenance £      230.00 
Total £ 12,350.88 


 







  
 


     
AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 


 


ANNUAL MEETING 9 MAY 2016 
 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 


Financial Year 2015 -2016 
Bank Balance @ 31 March 2015:   £11,375.04 
Precept for 2015/16:  £10,480.00 
Receipts during 2015/16:   £  2,547.87 
Total £24,402.91 
Payments during 2015/16:   £  8,909.00 
Uncleared Cheques (1364 £8.45, 1365 £7.41 1301 - 
£9.18) 


 £         6.68 


Balance carried forward @ 31 March 2016:   £15,500.59 
 


  
 


Financial Year 2016 -2017 
Bank Balances As At 31 March 2017 


Lloyds TSB A/c No 00023602  £  6,495.67 
Lloyds TSB A/c No 00140954 – Please see note 3 £  9,004.92 
  £15,500.59 
 
Balance carried forward for external audit £15,500.59 
  
 
Note 3: This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC including any interest received into the account.   


 


Analysis For Ring Fenced Funds 


Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £      10.43 
Interest Received £         0.36 
Neighbourhood Watch £     185.00 
Parish Plan £  2,000.00 
Play area lease £     200.00 
Playground (from fete committee) £     250.00 
RR Maintenance  £  6,000.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds £     359.13 
Total £  9,004.92 
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Receipts
Actual Budget Variance Adjusted 


Variance


Precept £11,100.00 £11,100.00 100% 100%
VAT Reimbursement £676.86 £0.00 0% 0%
Hire of Reading Room, car park etc £35.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Bank Interest £3.96 £0.00 0% 0%
Burial Ground £423.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Mowing £437.34
SDC hire of Reading Room for Election £420.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Grants £1,400.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Miscellaneous - Electricity Refund Reading Room £146.72 £0.00 0% 0%
Miscellaneous - Funds From Village Functions £980.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Receipts £15,622.88 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00


Payments
Actual Ring Fenced 


Funds Grants Net 
Expenditure Budget Variance Adjusted 


Variance


Reading Room
Insurance  £470.23 £470.23 £935.00 50% 50%
Reading Room:  Rates £0.00 £0.00 £100.00 0% 0%
Reading Room:  Cleaning £0.00 £0.00 £165.00 0% 0%
Reading Room:  Maintenance £6,771.32 -£2,440.00 £4,331.32 £1,400.00 484% 309%


£7,241.55 -£2,440.00 £0.00 £4,801.55 £2,600.00
Administration
Staff costs:
Clerk's Pay £3,324.24 £3,324.24 £3,250.00 102% 102%
Administration expenses £468.20 £468.20 £470.00 100% 100%
ADPC Training £0.00 £0.00 £100.00 0% 0%
Councillors' expenses £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Data Protection £35.00 £35.00 £0.00 0% 0%
WALC subscriptions £95.00 £95.00 £100.00 95% 95%
Community Links £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Xmas Cards £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Administration £3,922.44 £0.00 £0.00 £3,922.44 £3,920.00


Utilities
Electricity Supply £319.00 £319.00 £600.00 53% 53%
RR Annual Charges £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Street Light Supply & Replacement £161.55 £161.55 £892.00 18% 18%


Total Utilities £480.55 £0.00 £0.00 £480.55 £1,492.00


Miscellaneous
Parish Council Elections £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Playground Lease £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Website £216.66 £216.66 £800.00 27% 27%
Playground £611.39 £611.39 £150.00 408% 408%
Other - Section 137


Queens Birthday £450.00
Remembrance Service £50.00


Defibrillator Case £804.00
Compost £12.00


Tubs £238.60
£1,554.60 £1,554.60 -£650.00 £904.60 £0.00 0% 0%


Grants £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Street Lights £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Miscellaneous £2,382.65 £0.00 -£650.00 £1,732.65 £950.00


Maintenance
Village Gardening, Mowing £1,877.00 £1,877.00 £1,800.00 104% 104%
Audit Fees £180.00 £180.00 £200.00 90% 90%
Safe Fees £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Coffee Morning Expenses & Xmas Gathering £72.60 £72.60 £138.00 53% 53%
Election Fees £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Maintenance £2,129.60 £0.00 £0.00 £2,129.60 £2,138.00


Total Payments £16,156.79 -£2,440.00 -£650.00 £13,066.79 £11,100.00 146% 118%


AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 2016 - 2017 FINANCIAL YEAR












 


Page 720 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 
Monday 6th November 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room 


 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 
 
1) PRESENT: Trevor Gill (Chairman), Mike Blakeman, Martyn Heard, Darrell Muffitt, Clerk 


(Helen Hide-Wright) 


APOLOGIES:  Councillor John Feilding.  Councillor Chris Williams  


2) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3) CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed: Mike Blakeman, Seconded: Martyn 
Heard,  unanimously agreed. Signed and dated by Trevor Gill. 


4) QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


5) MATTERS ARISING: Repairs to playground are still outstanding and remain with Trevor Gill. 


Trevor Gill is progressing the Superfast Broadband matters with the Broadband Team and to 
advise the residents who are still to be upgraded with the results of his discussions. 


Darrell Muffitt commented that he is looking to the Broadband Team to provide firm dates when 
the final issues will be resolved.  


Defibrillator: Trevor Gill is awaiting a response from the Warwickshire Ambulance Centre re 
their requirement following the completion of the training.  Darrell Muffitt confirmed that several 
other people were interested in being trained.  Trevor Gill explained that further training 
opportunities will be available early on 2018. 


The final window has been installed: Thanks to Martyn Heard for sorting the matter out.  


Liz Hirst arrived at 7.40pm. 


6) Adoption of New Councillor Code of Conduct:  The new Code was highlighted and will be an 
agenda item next month. 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: See above. 
b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Van broken into in Farnborough. 
c) Playground – (weekly inspection reports): See above. 
d) Superfast Broadband: See above. 
e) The Post Office: Nothing to report. 
f) Village Communications and website: Nothing to report. 
g) Installation of final window in Reading Room: See above. 
h) War Memorial: Workshop: Trevor Gill will be attending the forthcoming training event. 
i) Volunteer for Cotswold Conservation Board: A volunteer is sought.  A Mail Chimp 


communication will be sent out.  
ACTION: Trevor Gill to send out communication. 


j) Remembrance Service: Fr. Bill will be officiating.  The service will start at noon.   
k) Christmas Carol Service: 17th December at St. Joseph’s church with a pre-service gathering 


at The Carrow.   
 


Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains (Church Hill). 


l) Theft of the village sign opposite Top Lodge:  Police are aware.  Patch Byrne is dealing 
with this. 
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m) Church Hill Pavement: Patch Byrne is dealing with the clearing of this.   


ACTION: Clerk to contact Patch Byrne to establish a date for the work.   


ACTION: Clerk to contact Angela Lloyd to get next date for street cleaning and send 
information to Sarah Richardson.  


Concerns were raised about the state of pavements which appear to be cracking. 


Environment/Maintenance 


n) Green areas: Tenders for 2018 onwards: Two tenders have been received.  It was decided 
to go with the contractor who can collect the grass clippings to deal with the complaints 
received previously.   
ACTION: Clerk to contact successful contractor and send a letter of thanks to the 
other contractor.  


o) Reading Room: Notice Board/Refurbishments at RR (Grant).  An estimate of 3-days 
work has been outlined for the painting of the RR.  It was agreed that the notice board 
decision and painting of the RR would take place in the spring.  Trevor Gill confirmed that 
the Avon Dassett Fete Committee has donated £500 towards a new notice board.  


Communication/Administration  
 
7) COUNCIL REPORTS: 


 
Councillor Chris Williams: Appendix A. 
Councillor John Feilding: Appendix B. 
 


8) CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to 
meeting. 
 


9) PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


a) Land for sale at Treetop Farm Avon Dassett:  The Parish Council has seen the land is being 
advertised as residential.  Trevor Gill has written to the agents to highlight that the land is 
not residential, but no response has been received.   


ACTION: Mike Blakeman to check the Stratford District Council planning register 
against the postcode to check the status of the land. If there is no change of use to 
residential and no satisfactory response is received from the agents then Trading 
Standards will be contacted. 


 


10) FINANCIAL STATEMENT. (Appendix C). 


Payments  


6.11.17 Clerk: Expenses      £  60.99 


6.11.17  Michael Mann Inv 1890     £147.60 


6.11.17 Trevor Gill (WALC Training)    £  45.00 


Total        £253.59 


17.10.17 Royal British Legion (Wreaths)           £  50.00 


  Data Protection annual renewal     £  35.00 


 


a) Presentation of the draft budget for 2018-2019 (attached in Appendix C):  Trevor Gill went 







 


through the figures and agreed to put brief explanations formthe increases in the published 
version.  The budget will be discussed further and agreed at next month’s meeting, ready 
for the precept application in January 2018. 


b) Proposal for Precept capping by central government:  The Parish Council discussed the 
proposed cap of 2% with anything above resulting in a compulsory referendum which 
could cost a considerable sum to the PC.  Appendix E: Response from ADPC to 
consultation. 


£500 grant from AD Fete Committee for Notice Board to go into RR ring fence funds.   
 
ACTION: Clerk to transfer £500 from Current account to Deposit account (Ring 
Fenced funds). 
ACTION: Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Avon Dassett Fete Committee for their 
donation. 


ACTION: Clerk to ask for letter of acknowledgement of £50 donation for wreath.   


 


11) MEMBER REPORTS: Liz Hirst has been looking into the play area development.  Liz will 
present a report to the PC next month.   


12)     DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 18th December 2017.  Please note change of date.   
 


a) Meeting dates for 2018: 22nd January 5th March, 9th April, 14th May, 4th June, 2nd July, 
3rd Sept, 1st Oct, 5th Nov, 3rd Dec. 


 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
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Appendix A:  County Councillor’s Report: Chris Williams 
 


 
County Council Activities – The County Council continues to be fairly quiet as budgetary constraints 
and unknowns continue to influence both capacity (including staff numbers) and innovation.  The full 
council agenda included such items as Corporate Parenting Policy; Strategic Plan for Youth Justice 
Service, Health and Well-Being Board Annual Review; Improvement to Europa Way using Warwick 
District Council S106 money and Government grant via the Coventry Warwickshire LEP.  


 
 


Administration – Changes in the Adult and Children’s Directorate have been the return of Nigel Minns 
to be the new Director and Chris Malone to be the permanent Head of Education.  Ms Malone fills a 
much-needed post at a time when education is going through so many changes with the continued 
introduction of Academies anew funding formula.  We still await confirmation of the financial grant 
from the government for next year’s budget.  The pressures associated with Adult Care and integrated 
Health Care have not subsided and will still play a significant part in our budget deliberations. 


 


Children’s Centres –The Consultation has now ended and the responses are being analysed with 
changes being made to the final proposals.  There have been over 2,000 responses as well as many on 
line comments.  As expected there are many conflicting proposals depending on where the respondent 
lives and whether they use the Children’s Centres.  Whatever the final decision taken by the Cainet it 
will only form part of the all-round review of Children’s Services that is so badly needed.  Another 
Consultation finished on 2nd November on Home to School Transport where some changes to the 
arrangements are being implemented.. 


 
Boundary Reviews -  There has been much confusion about the current steps that are being taken in 
Parliament to reduce the number of MPs from 650 to 600.  It appears that the present constituency of 
Kenilworth and Southam could disappear if the proposals are accepted and be realigned with Stratford.  
If this realignment occurs Avon Asset would have a new MP from Stratford-on-Avon.  The composition 
for the new Constituency is a numerical compilation, not geographical. 
 
This realignment of constituencies does not affect either the County or District boundaries and Avon 
Dassett will still be part of the newly-formed Kineton & Red Horse Division at the County Council.   
 
Community Forums – The debate continues over the future of the Community Forums and what value 
they add in their role in keeping the County Council informed of local aspirations. 
 
Warwickshire Unauthorised Encampments Protocol – The County Council has adopted the 
Warwickshire protocol 2017 as the Council’s overarching approach to managing unauthorised gypsy 
and traveler encampments.  The current shared protocol for managing these sites known as ‘firm but 
fair’ was agreed in 2007 and has been used ever since.  Following numerous unauthorised encampments 
it was considered the protocol was in need of revision and updating.  The new protocol aimed at ensuring 
that the response to unauthorised encampments is treated in a cohesive, consistent, efficient and 
effective manner.  This document will provide clear guidance when unauthorised encampments occur. 
  







 


Appendix B: Cllr Feilding’s report 30 October 
 
The Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee, has since my last report, have a presentation 
from Orbit on current leases of their new properties. 
 
Also reports 


 South Warwickshire Foundation Trust 
To receive an update from Dr Christina Ramos on end of life care process from the South 


Warwickshire Foundation Trust.  
 
The biggest area requiring work was in education in end of life care, particularly in Care 


Homes. In addition, becoming proactive in planning advance care before reaching crisis point 
was key, and exploring alternatives to dialling 999 and/or hospital admissions. To facilitate this, 
‘Respect Forms’ (replacing ‘Do Not Resuscitate’ orders with a more wide-ranging personalised 
form) were being promoted, and an Over 75’s Project, which included GP’s, were being 
encouraged to plant the seed of a personalised plan for end of life care before reaching crisis point. 


  
Another large area of work was in looking to promote joined up IT systems providing a single 


point of access for Hubs. The Out of Hospital Programme was much broader in its systems in the 
need to share information. However, a lack of funding was instrumental in being able to share 
this more widely. 


  
A point was raised on the shortage of permanent staff in hospitals, coupled with high demand, 


and it was reported that data was being reviewed to see which teams were providing most of the 
palliative care, with the view to taking some other work away from those teams. 


 Citizens Advice South Warwickshire  
Aiden Knox, Chief Executive of Citizens Advice South Warwickshire (CASW), supported by 
Helen Knight, Court Desk Worker, presented an update on threatened 
homelessness/repossession cases across the District, a copy of which is appended to these 
Minutes. 
  
Stratford-on-Avon District Council funded a part-time post to represent people in court on 
repossession and eviction processes and the demand for this service had quadrupled in the last 
financial year. This was down to various reasons; the first tranche of five year tenancies that 
were coming to an end, the introduction of Universal Credit, Housing Benefit and other areas 
of welfare reform, such as Spare Room Subsidy and Benefit Cap. The Court Hearing process 
was very formulaic and extremely difficult for tenants to represent themselves. CASW also 
run an Outreach Help service to provide support in rural areas. 
  
At the District Housing Forums, which Helen Knight chairs, it was apparent that some Social 
Landlords had invested in support workers and there were varying approaches and 
relationships with tenants. Ms Knight also raised issues with the current Tenancy Agreement 
Policies and had made the offer to assist Social Landlords with redrafting, but the offer had 
not been taken up to date.  
 
Severn Trent will give a presentation last Wednesday re problems in the District. 


 







 


Appendix C: FINANCIAL STATEMENT November 2017, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  
 
Balance at close of business 31 October 2017  
Current Account  £     10,994.14 
Savings Account  £     12,331.59* Ring fenced funds 
and interest received. 
   
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD/TRF/FPI In  Out 
10 Oct 17 Clerk Expenses   TRF     85.15 
10 Oct 17 Wi-Fi Plug In (Refund to Clerk) TRF     19.94 
10 Oct 17 Grant Thornton   FPO   120.00 
10 Oct 17 MFM 1870   FPO   295.20 
10 Oct 17 MFM 1851   FPO   147.60 
10 Oct 17 Playsafety inspection  FPO   100.80 
17 Oct 17 Royal British Legion  TRF     50.00 
19 Oct 17 ICO    DD     35.00 
19 Oct 17 AD Fete Committee  CR 250.00 
20 Oct 17 Npower    DD     28.00 
20 Oct 17 AD Fete Committee  CR 250.00 
20 Oct 17 Clerk Pay Oct   TRF   324.51 
 
 
Deposit Account     In  Out   
 
9 Oct 17 Interest     0.47    
 
Payments Authorised From The Meeting 
6.11.17 Clerk: Expenses      £  60.99 


6.11.17  Michael Mann Inv 1890     £147.60 


6.11.17 Trevor Gill (WALC Training)    £  45.00 


Total        £253.59 


17.10.17 Royal British Legion (Wreaths)   £  50.00 


 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
 
Description Amount 
Neighbourhood Watch   £    185.00 
St John’s Steps Appeal Funds   £      86.19 
I.T. Equip & Software £    545.40 
Play area lease  £    200.00 
Reading Room Maintenance £ 8,310.00 
Playground £    250.00 
Parish Plan £ 2,000.00 
Village Cemetery £    275.00 
Village Maintenance £    230.00 
Defibrillator £    250.00 
Total £12,331.59 


 







 


Appendix D: Invoices for payment.


 
 
 







 


 







Saturday,	December	9,	2017	at	3:25:42	PM	Greenwich	Mean	Time
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Subject: Budget	Capping	or	the	Extension	of	Referendum	Principles	to	Parish	and	Town	Councils
Date: Saturday,	28	October	2017	at	13:30:49	BriIsh	Summer	Time
From: Trevor	Gill
To: Jeremy	Wright
CC: Avon	DasseP	Parish	Council	-	Clerk,	John	Crossling,	Darrell	MuffiP,	Michael	Blakeman,	Liz	Hirst,


Martyn	Heard


Dear Mr Wright
 
There has been much speculation over the last 2 or 3 years about the possibility of Central Government
imposing a cap (currently 2%) on the amount that Parish Councils are permitted to increase their precept.
Whilst we are supportive of the need to keep our costs down we are concerned, that for small parish
councils such as ourselves, any imposed cap will either mean that we cannot meet our obligations from the
precept or else we will incur disproportionate costs if we are forced to hold a referendum.
 
The email below is a copy of our submission which I believe sets out the issues from our respective.
 
I am sure that you aware that this consultation is taking place and Avon Dassett Parish Council will be
pleased to receive any comments which you might have on this issue
 
Trevor B Gill
Chair
Avon Dassett Parish Council
 
From:	Trevor	Gill	<avondassePchair@gmail.com>
Date:	Thursday,	26	October	2017	at	11:15
To:	<LGFConsultaIon@communiIes.gsi.gov.uk>
Cc:	Avon	DasseP	Parish	Council	-	Clerk	<avondasseP.clerk@googlemail.com>,	John	Crossling
<johnc@walc.org.uk>
Subject:	Budget	Capping	or	the	Extension	of	Referendum	Principles	to	Parish	and	Town	Councils
	


Budget Capping
or


the Extension of Referendum Principles to Parish and Town Councils
 
I feel that I must respond on behalf of Avon Dassett Parish Council to the proposals to limit our ability to
raise our precept to cover the services and functions that we provide to our local residents, and also the
problems that any referendum will cause. 
 
Having reviewed the proposals it is evident that they will be unworkable and will cost a disproportionate
amount when applied to Parish Councils with small precepts.
 
We are a very small rural community with approximately 100 properties and 210 residents (of which
approximately 160 are on the electoral role). The only local amenities that we have is our local pub, The
Avon which is community owned, and a Post Office for 4 hours per week. We have a very limited
transport service (one bus per week). We are situated on the border between Warwickshire and Oxfordshire
and we are in a conservation area. Our annual precept is to the order of £13k and from this we must:
 


Provide street lighting in terms of maintenance and electricity costs
Maintain the infrastructure of the village – mainly mowing the green areas
Maintain our local playground
Maintain our local Reading Room
Meet the salary and administration costs of running a Parish Council
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It is very relevant when considering imposing any restriction on our ability to raise the precept that 2% of
our precept is only £260 and on many occasions this increase would be insufficient to meet the increase in
expendture imposed upon us by Central Government. We budget very prudently and are very conscious of
the need to ensure that all expenditure can be fully justified and only raise our precept of there is no viable
alternative. Examples of where this has been necessary include:
 


The need to replace street light bulbs to meet current standards and requirements
The legal requirement to provide our clerk with a pension
The need to ensure that we fully meet the transparency requirements
General inflation costs relating to electricity supplies
Increase in generally maintaining the village


 
Turning to the proposals for a referendum. There needs to be greater clarity as to how this would work and
who will be responsible for the costs involved if this is required. As stated above we are a very small
Parish Council (5 members supported by our clerk) and if we are to be forced to undertake a referendum in
respect of precept increases the referendum costs could well be in excess of the increase required. In
addition we have no experience in holding a referendum so would there be central support available and
again who would pay for this. If a referendum were needed then the likely costs would be:
 


There was a cost levied upon us by Stratford on Avon District Council for the recent Parish Council
elections were £1,000 and it is reasonable to assume that this cost would be repeated although it
could well be in excess of this figure. The infrastructure (counters, accomodation, counting
supervisors etc) were readily available as this election was a small part of a larger number of local
elections. If we were required to hold an individual rererendum then these costs could well to to the
order of £2,500.
If we were obilged to to hold a referendum there would be the need for our clerk to support this
process and there would be an additional cost incurred. It is not unreasonable to estimate this as a
minimum of 20 hours equating to approximately £250 of additional costs.


 
Based upon the above our conclusion is that the proposals are unworkable, not properly thought out in
respect of small parish councils and, if implemented, would lead to a dramatic increase in costs to our local
residents Based upon the estimates of the costs for a referendum, they could exceed any proposed increase
in the precept. Based upon 9000 parish councils if 50% are small (turnover below £25,000) if every one of
these were to increase their precept by £2,000 the total would be £9m. In the grand scheme of public
expenditure this is not going to change anything
 
An alternative approach could:
 


for small parish councils with a turnover less than £25k to be given an exemption where the
increase is less than 50% of the previous year’s precept
for small parish councils with a turnover between £25k and £100k to be given an exemption where
the increase is less than 25% of the previous year’s precept
for small parish councils with a turnover between £100k and £250k to be given an exemption where
the increase is less than 10% of the previous year’s precept


 
This would, I suggest, in the majority of cases enable Parish Councils to set precept at sensible levels
sufficient for us to meet ther obligations.
 
Trevor B Gill
Chair
Avon Dassett Parish Council












 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 3rd April 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room. 
 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 
1. Present:  Trevor Gill, Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard, Councillor Williams, 


Helen Hide-Wright.  District Councillor John Fielding arrived at 7.45pm. 


Members of the public: Sarah Richardson, John Kegg and Candy Kegg. 


APOLOGIES: None    


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None  


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Accepted by the Parish Council, Signed and dated by 
Trevor Gill.  


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: It was decided to deal with these via the agenda items. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: Nothing to report. 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: The Clerk had issued the latest newsletter in an 
earlier email. 


c) Playground –Liz Hirst confirmed that the area is in good order. 


d) Superfast Broadband:  Sarah Richardson asked if there were known timescales for the last 
properties in the village.  Trevor Gill and Chris Williams confirmed that 2018 has been 
mentioned.  ACTION: Chris Williams to establish who can confirm when the final 
properties will be connected. 


e) Post Office:  The Post Office is opened once more (Tuesdays, 9am to 1pm). 


f) Village Communications and website:  The articles for the Compton Chronicle continue to 
be submitted by Darrell Muffitt.   


Sarah Richardson addressed the meeting to discuss the website.  In the last minutes it was 
mentioned that there were difficulties with the website regarding limits to the size of 
documents going on and security on the documents being uploaded.  In a subsequent 
meeting, SR and Darrell Muffitt agreed that this was not a wide-scale problem, just affecting 
one document. SR gave a recap on the background of the website, funding and the problems 
operating it, prior to the improvements.  SR explained that the website has won awards and 
accolades.  SR wished to highlight what she considered to be an inaccurate recording of this 
matter in the minutes at the last meeting.   SR asked the Clerk to confirm that document are 
uploaded in a timely manner, that new pages have been set up, following requests from the 
Clerk, which the latter did.  The PC’s auditor had asked for a Memorandum of 
Understanding which was created and signed.  SR relayed the concerns of parishioners 
about the unnecessary costs of a second document.  SR questioned the need for extra security 
on PC documents. SR recognised the PC’s choice for security of documents.  SR questioned 
why the PC has created a coffee morning page and pointed out that there is a page for that 
on the Community Website.  There has been a draft new MOU which SR does not feel is fit 
for purpose.  SR felt that further consideration needs to take place on whether the two 
websites can exist, side by side. Having seen the new PC website, SR has more concerns. 


Darrell Muffitt confirmed that the PC has not registered any dissatisfaction with the 
Community Website.  DM confirmed that if the previous minutes were not accurate, this 
should be noted.  DM felt that there were further discussions to be held in order to develop 
the way ahead.  DM acknowledged that SR has concerns which can be discussed at a 
subsequent meeting.  SR acknowledged that the PC has a right to run and operate its own 
website. 







 
Trevor Gill confirmed that the community website costs have been covered by grants.  The 
new Parish Council’s website will not be a cost to residents for the immediate future. SR 
confirmed that the concerns of other resident and her came from the new, draft MOU which 
called into question ongoing funding.  TG confirmed that all funding would be subject to 
review and that all grant applications would continue to be considered on a case by case 
basis, annually as a part of the budgeting process. 


SR advised that she would link to documents on the PC’s website.  


DM summed up by saying that the discussions would continue in order to develop a 
satisfactory way ahead.  ACTION: Follow Up meeting with SR will be organised. 


g) The Avon Pub:  Darrell Muffitt confirmed that the Avon Dassett Community Benefit Society 
was now handling this matter.  DM confirmed that an offer has been submitted and accepted, 
subject to contract.  John Fielding confirmed that he had spoken to the business rating officer 
who is happy to meet and discuss the different rates which may be applicable, according to 
the split in use for areas within The Avon. 


h) Defibrillator and grant:  Trevor Gill confirmed that he has the Defibrillator and cabinet.  The 
grant has been paid into the bank account.  The location of the cabinet needs to be agreed, 
somewhere on the outside of the Reading Room. TG confirmed that £250 is being held for 
training and asked the Clerk to transfer that amount to Ring Fenced Funds.  ACTION: Clerk 
to transfer £250 to ring fenced funds. 


i) Audit – The Clerk confirmed that the appointment with the internal auditor, Bill Robinson, 
will take place on the 25th April.  The Clerk confirmed that 9 policies will be circulated to the 
Parish Council for their comment in order to undertake the annual updates and adoption at 
the May meetings. TG asked that any changes or comments are received buy close of 
business on 15 April 2017 so that these documents can be finalised in plenty of tyime for the 
annual meetings.  


j) Gaydon Lighthorne Heath B4100 Treatment: Councillor Chris Williams gave a summary of 
the meeting which he had recently attended to discuss how to bring the two communities 
together, including the provision for pedestrians crossing the road.  There will be two 
crossings, controlled by lights.  The main pedestrian traffic is likely to be at the start and end 
of the school day.  Traffic will be controlled down to 20 mph, in advance of the crossings.   
The proposal will be discussed and potentially finalised at a meeting in May.   


Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains. Mike Blakeman had nothing to report.  Chris Williams asked why 
there was water coming down the road.   The Parish Council and Sarah Richardson commented that 
this was likely to be due to a spring.  Trevor Gill asked Chris Williams about the cleansing of the 
footpath on the hill.  CW confirmed that this is not a task which would be undertaken by Highways.  
Sarah Richardson confirmed that Bitham Hall had paid for it to be cleared once in 2016.  Darrell 
Muffitt confirmed that the gully’s needed clearing (last done on 31st January 2017).  Chris Williams 
thought that the next clean would therefore be due.  ACTION: Clerk to request Patch Byrne to 
clear the gullies, after SDC Streetscene have been to the village.  Councillor Fielding will chase 
this matter up. 


Environment/Maintenance 


l)  Green areas:  The Clerk confirmed that the review of contractors had arisen following 


complaints about the grass clippings.  The current contractor does not have the capacity to remove 


the clippings and a contractor who can do this has been found.  However, the cost of coming out 


of the contract early was significant. Trevor Gill confirmed that the current contractor will 


continue to undertake the work and the grass clipping will therefore not be picked up.  Trevor Gill 


has received 3 complaints from the public about the state of the grass following on from the first 







 
cut of this season and TG had mowed the area afterwards.  Darrell Muffitt stated that there have 


been complaints about the quality of the work and that the grass clippings have been a problem.   


m)  Reading Room: Trevor Gill has a reference for the electrical work in the Reading Room, close 
to the small window (emergency reference 02749548). Once the work is completed, the final 
window can be installed. 
 


Communication/Administration  
 
6. COUNCIL REPORTS: Chris Williams gave a report on the B4100 earlier in the meeting.  During the 


pre-election period, there was less to report to the meeting. 
 


 John Fielding:  The bushes on the side of the church will be cut back shortly, following a complaint from 
a resident and site inspection by Streetscene. 
   
John Fielding showed the PC documents relating to the consultation on Horton hospital. The current view 
is that patients would have to attend hospitals in Oxford, Northampton and Coventry.  John raised the fact 
that residents in the local villages have not received information about the consultation  proposals.  John 
intends to register a complaint about the lack of information going out to residents which inhibits their 
ability to participate in the consultation.  Warwick will be upgraded and Coventry will continue to be a 
key hospital.  The hospital in Redditch is to be wound down, with residents having to travel to 
Worcestershire.  
  
7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting.  Mike 


Blakeman will open up the Reading Room for the election on the 4th May. Trevor Gill will close the 


Reading Room at the end of the polling day. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  The Parish Council had received one application 
(17/00767/TREE, Meadow Cottage, Bramley Apple Tree – Fell).  There were insufficient councillors 
available to form a quorate meeting so the Clerk used delegated powers to register, “No 
Representation.” 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance at close of business 31.3.17  
Current Account £     2,599.94 
Savings Account  £     12,350.88* Ring fenced funds and interest received. 
   
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD/TRF   In  Out   
7 Mar     To Ring Fenced Funds Int Transfer      4,000.00 
7 Mar     Tranter (Defib.) Faster Payment         804.00  
7 Mar     Warks C. C.  Faster Payment         133.34 
7 Mar     Clerk Expenses Transfer         101.09 
9 Mar     Burial Ground  Deposit     148.00 
20 Mar   Clerk Salary  Bank Payment          299.54 
20 Mar   N Power  DD             28.00 
24 Mar   Big Lottery (Defib.) BGC     900.00 
27 Mar   Fete Committee Transfer    250.00 
28 Mar   Fete Committee Transfer    250.00 
29 Mar   Fete Committee Transfer    250.00 
29 Mar   To Ring Fenced Int Transfer          750.00 
29 Mar   To Ring Fenced Int Transfer          250.00 
 
Deposit Account       In  Out 







 
09 Mar    Interest     £0.30 
 
 
Payments Authorised from mtg   Cheque No   Amount 
3rd April 2017   Zurich Insurance   TRF    £472.36 
3rd April 2017   Clerk Expenses (March)  TRF    £  28.48 
Total Expenditure                   £500.84 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £      185.00  
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £      359.13 
I.T. Equip & Software     £      291.75 
Play area lease      £      200.00  
Reading Room Maintenance   £   8,310.00  
Playground      £      250.00  
Parish Plan     £   2,000.00 
Village Cemetery    £      275.00  
Village Maintenance    £      230.00  
Defibrillator     £      250.00  
Total      £  12,350.88 
 
The defibrillator and cabinet have been added to the insurance cover at no additional cost.   
 
ACTION: Clerk to submit VAT reclaim to date. 
 
10.    MEMBER REPORTS: Nothing to report. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: 22nd May, 26th June,  No meeting in July,  7th Aug,  4th Sept,    9th 
Oct,  6th Nov,  4th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm 
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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 26th June 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room. 
 


 The meeting commenced at 7.30pm    
 


1. Present:  Trevor Gill, Darrell Muffitt, Mike Blakeman. 
Public: John and Candy Kegg. 
 


2. APOLOGIES: (with acceptance of apologies).  Councillor Williams, Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard.  Apologies were 
accepted by the meeting (work/holidays).  Proposed: Darrell Muffitt, Seconded: Mike Blakeman 
 


3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 
 


4. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted by the meeting.  Proposed: Mike 
Blakeman, Seconded: Darrell Muffitt 


 
5. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


 
6. MATTERS ARISING: 


 
Community 
 


a. Burial Ground: Trevor Gill has mowed the cemetery car-park.  The PC agreed to allow the car-park to be 
used during Open Gardens and The Fete. 


b. Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.   
c. Playground – (weekly inspection reports):  Trevor Gill reported that one or two of the baby seats had melted 


in the recent high temperatures.  The Clerk was asked to seek a quotation from Wicksteed to replace the 
seat/s.  The Clerk confirmed that the seats could be replaced under emergency expenditure due to the safety 
aspects of the play equipment. 


d. Superfast Broadband:  The Parish Council expressed concern about the lack of connection for several 
properties.  The Parish Council has been actively seeking information about the connection for the 
remaining properties in the village but has not received any firm answers to date.  Mr and Mrs Cegg 
expressed their concerns and that the matter appears no closer to a resolution.  Councillor Feilding 
undertook to make enquiries through the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and will report back to the 
Parish Council. Trevor Gill asked Councillor Feilding to confirm the name of the contact at the Council to 
take this matter forward.  Darrell Muffitt will write to Jeremy Wright, MP to see if he can assist in a 
resolution to this matter. 


e. Post Office:  Mike Blakeman had attended an appointment with the PO for a survey of the RR inn order to 
improve its internet connection but this did not take place.  The Clerk confirmed that she had provided the 
contact details to the Postmaster to explore whether the PO can be connected to Superfast Broadband. 


f. Village Communications and website:  Darrell Muffitt summarised that the Parish Council website is 
running successfully.  Sarah Richardson has expressed concerns about the PC website and the Community 
Website running together.  Sarah Richardson has suggested that it is appropriate to form a village working 
party covering village communications. She has been asked document her proposals for consideration. The 
Parish Council has clarified that it will not be leading this project but would be happy to participate in the 
working party. 


g. The Avon Pub: Darrell Muffitt expects the Benefit Society to move forward to completion of the purchase 
of the pub, very shortly. 


h. Defibrillator and grant:  The housing unit is with the Parish Council.  The County Council has refused 
permission for BT to remove the payphone so the defibrillator will be sited behind the phone box.  Dave 
Hirst has kindly agreed to put the housing unit up, free of charge.  The Parish Council has expressed its 
thanks to Mr Hirst for undertaking this task for the benefit of the village.  The Clerk has written to the 
supplier of the defibrillator, confirming that the housing unit is about to be installed and asked for the 
defibrillator unit to be installed.  Trevor Gill will expedite the delivery of the defibrillator. 


i. Audit:  The Clerk confirmed that the audit has been received by Grant Thornton. 
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j. Gaydon Lighthorne Heath B4100 Treatment: No further information on this matter. 
k. Installation of final window in Reading Room: Trevor Gill will speak to Martyn Heard to establish the 


current position and, if required will contact the installer and confirm an installation date. 
l. New Tables for Reading Room:  Trevor Gill advised that most if not all of the existing tables are in poor 


condition.  Diane Biddlestone and Lily Hope-Frost who organised the St. John’s Steps appeal have agreed 
for the remaining funds to be used for the purchase of the new tables.  Trevor Gill undertook to circulate 
details of the possible replacements.  Darrell highlighted a possible source which will be explored.  


 
m. Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains. Darrell Muffitt asked if there were plans to jet the gullies.  The Clerk 


was asked to write to Patch Byrne to seek an inspection of the drains.  The Clerk was asked to contact 
Angela Lloyd to establish when the street sweeper will be undertaken next and for subsequent two sessions.  
ACTION: Clerk to contact Patch Byrne and Angela Lloyd.    


 
Environment/Maintenance 
 


n. Green areas:  Mike Blakeman commented that the bench at the end of the village requires refurbishment as 
one of the slats is damaged.  Trevor Gill committed to try to repair the bench however Darrell Muffitt and 
Mike Blakeman commented that the bench possibly beyond repair and it was decided to remove it n safety 
grounds.  ACTION: Clerk to seek quotations for replacement bench as well as a picnic bench for the 
Nature Area.   
   
The Clerk raised the issue of the overgrowth onto the road, on the left hand side, going up the hill towards 
Fenny Compton.  ACTION: Clerk to ask Patch Byrne to confirm the landowner so the PC can make 
contact to request that the area is cut back. 


o. Reading Room: Mike Blakeman confirmed that the RR required some maintenance. Trevor Gill will 
contact The Probation Service to see if they are able to help with some of the work.  Dave Hicks will be 
working on the grounds at the front of the RR to give better access to the noticeboard.  


 
Communication/Administration  


 
Website training and maintenance:  Trevor Gill confirmed that he has approached WALC for funding for website 
training for the Clerk including 5 hours training and 1 hours per month additional hours. 
 


7. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councillor John Fielding: Confirmed that a Sunday bus service details of which were provided by Councillor Chris 
Williams 


8. CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting 
 
The Clerk and Chairman will attend a Data Protection course on the 7th July at Stratford.  ACTION: Clerk was 
asked to obtain a quotation from Npower for electricity supply for the Street lighting. 
 


9.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  
 


Decisions:  17/01164/TREE Consent with Conditions, 17/01162/TREE Consent with Conditions 
 
Extraordinary Planning meeting held on 6 June 12017:  17/01284/FUL & 17/01220/LBC Naddumor: ADPC: 
Object 
 


10. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
 


 
Councillor Fielding’s report is attached in Appendix 1 
 







Page number:       712 
Payments for authorisation: 


 
26th June 2017    Frank Mann Farmers 


(Inv 1812)  
Transfer £388.80 


26th June 2017    Data Protection Course  £ 60.00 
26th June 2017    Clerk Expenses (May) Transfer £ 60.28 
Total Expenditure £509.08 


 
Expenditure was agreed.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, Seconded: Darrell Muffitt. 
 
Trevor Gill proposed that if invoices from MFM for grass mowing arrive in early July, they should be paid by the 
Clerk prior to the next meeting, if requested by MFM. Agreed 
 


11. MEMBER REPORTS:  Trevor Gill asked whether Open Gardens and Fete could borrow the chairs and tables.  
The Parish Council agreed to this request 
 


12. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: No meeting in July, 7th Aug, 4th Sept,  9th Oct,  6th Nov,  4th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 







 


Appendix 1 
 
Since the last PC meeting I have been involved in the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
meeting which discuss matter of importance to the District. I have set out my report based on 
the agenda of the meeting on the 31st May. 
West Midlands Combined Authority Culture, Creative & Tourism Group  
To receive a presentation from the Executive Director on the West Midlands Combined 
Authority (WMCA) Culture, Creative & Tourism Group. 
The Executive Director updated the Committee on the West Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA) Culture, Creative & Tourism Group.  
As part of the presentation an organisational chart for the WMCA was submitted showing 
where the Group stood within the organisation. It was reported that with the recent 
appointment of an elected mayor for the WMCA the organisational chart would be updated. 
 


 


South Warwickshire Housing Assessment Team Pilot  
To receive a performance update from the Housing and Communities Manager on the South 
Warwickshire Housing Assessment Team Pilot (now part of the Countywide Home 
Environment Assessment and Response Team (HEART)). This Team provides help and 
support to the elderly and disabled within their own homes. The aim is to combine Teams 
from both North and South of Warwickshire to speed up the provision of the services as 
needed. 


•    The report provided a picture of improved performance across a range of higher level 
measures. In summary, as the pilot progressed, the number of adaptations increased with a 
commensurate reduction in the waiting list and improvement in true waiting times. A 
consequence of this was that spending had increased.  This increase had been funded in part 
from additional Council reserves and in the main from a growing Better Care Fund allocation 
for Disabled Facilities Grants. 
In considering the options, the Committee accepted that the report described the continuing 
positive direction of travel of the South Warwickshire Housing Assessment Team Pilot 
Project to the end of 2016/17.  


•        The Cabinet had approved a proposal for the Council to formalise the arrangements by joining 
the Countywide HEART service from April 2017 with this merger of the two teams being 
currently underway and it was expected that whilst this would create some short term 
turbulence, performance would continue to improve as the merged teams settled. 


 


 


Task and Finish Groups  
5 Year Housing Supply Task and Finish Group  Specialist Elderly Accommodation Task and 
Finish Group 
The national formula for calculating the 5 year housing supply figures was still awaited from 
the Department for Communities and Local Government. However, it was reported that the 
Council was required to publish its latest figures and this would be done in due course. 
The Task and Finish Group would review the next set of calculations, then, in the light of the 
standardised approach the Task and Finish Group would be wound up 
Working Plan of the Committee includes Meeting representatives of Orbit and also the 
Ambulance services. 
We are still keeping a watching brief on the Horton Hospital.  
 


  


  


  
 







Appendix 2 
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Minutes of Ordinary meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 4th September 2017 at The Reading Room. 
 


 The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.     
 


1) APOLOGIES: Councillor John Feilding, Councillor Chris Williams.  


Present: Trevor Gill (Chairman), Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Martyn Heard, Liz Hirst, Clerk (Helen Hide-
Wright). 


Four members of the public were present.   


2) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3) CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted by the Councillors: Proposed: Mike 
Blakeman, seconded: Liz Hirst.  


4) QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None at this point of the meeting.   


5) MATTERS ARISING: Trevor Gill recapped on actions from the last meeting:  


o The Clerk has contacted the police regarding attending a village event and this will be progressed by the 
Avon Dassett Community Benefit Society.   


o The casing to house the defibrillator has now been fixed to the wall on the outside of The Reading Room 
and the Parish Council would like to thank the Dave Hirst for installing the cabinet.  


o The ring fenced funds in respect of the purchase of the new tables for the Reading Room have been 
transferred to the current account 


o The landowners have been contacted regarding the cutting back of the verges opposite The Old Rectory. 
Some of the work has been completed and we have been assured that the remainder will be done in the 
near future. The Parish Council would like to thank the landowners for their co-operation 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: Nothing to report.  


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


c) Playground – (weekly inspection reports): One of the wooden rails is awaiting repair (Trevor Gill will attend 
to this).   


Liz Hirst asked whether the PC could/ WALC Neighbourhood planning guide should apply for a grant from 
a scheme associated with the Harbury housing development, in order that we can install some play 
equipment for the use of older children in the playground.  The Parish Councillors agreed that it was worth 
investigating the grant further.  ACTION: Liz Hirst to enquire about the Harbury Scheme and to find 
out what equipment will be needed and report back to the PC. 


Trevor Gill commented that the totem pole needs some attention as it is rotting at the base.  Liz Hirst will 
speak to Dave Hirst to establish what is required. ACTION: Liz Hirst to ascertain what work is required 
on the totem pole and report back to the PC. 


d) Superfast Broadband: Trevor Gill has spoken to Chris Williams and the Broadband team with a view to 
setting up a meeting to discuss how the service can be improved for the remaining properties at Bitham Hall 
and the top end of the village.  A member of the public confirmed that BT have quoted around £15-19k for a 
connection to be installed in respect of the remaining properties in The Carrow.  A further meeting with BT 
is planned for 5 September after which he will contact the Broadband team. 


e) Post Office:  Mike Blakeman confirmed that the storage room is still required by the Post Office. 


f) Village Communications and website: Nothing to report. 


g) Defibrillator: The defibrillator cabinet has been installed and the unit will arrive soon.  Training dates are 
being sought. 


h) Audit: The external audit has been completed by Grant Thornton and returned to the Clerk. The closure 
notices have been posted up. 


i) Installation of final window in Reading Room: Trevor Gill has been trying to progress the installation of the 
final window for the Reading Room. The installers commented that the quotation did not include 6 windows 
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but 5.  Trevor Gill has checked the quotation which clearly states it is for 6 windows.  The manufacturer has 
stated that unless a further sum of circa £300 is paid, the final window will not be installed.  The sixth 
window could not be installed at the time the other 5 windows were fitted as there was an issue with the 
electricity supply and they had agreed to come back to fit the window when this was resolved.  ACTION: 
Martyn Heard to speak to installers to chase up the final instalment. Clerk to locate invoices, 
quotations etc. and circulate to PC. 


j) Notice Board: The Clerk outlined the need to replace the noticeboard outside the Reading Room which 
needs to be waterproof and lockable.  Quotes are required for free standing and on the wall.  ACTION: 
Clerk to research replacement notice board. 


Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains:  Liz Hirst relayed the report of water coming through and it appears to be a spring.  
Residents can contact Severn Trent to report suspected water leaks, for investigation.  


k) Speed limits: Debbie Poynton has been contacted re the speed limits and the recommendation was to attend 
the next Community Forum.  ACTION: Trevor Gill to attend a future meeting to raise the issue of 
speeding on the approaches to the village. 


 


Environment/Maintenance 


l) Green areas:  The contract will expire in a few months and tenders for the work in 2018 will be 
sought. ACTION: Clerk to revisit this and ensure that the specification for the work required is up to 
date and then to progress. 


m) Reading Room: Once the telephone kiosk has been removed from outside the Reading Room Trevor Gill 
will arrange with Dave Hicks for the undergrowth outside the Reading Room to be cleared. 


 
 


Communication/Administration  
 
6) COUNCIL REPORTS 


 
County Councillor’s Report: Chris Williams 


 
1. Finance – Now that the summer vacations are behind us, work on all fronts proceeds with preparing the budget.  


This report has to be drafted by December and the issues concerning allocation of funding from central 
government still has to be resolved.  As far as Children’s Centres are concerned, to date the consultation has 
generated a significant number of responses (over 1,000) and we anticipate more in the final days before the 
consultation ends next week.  Clearly the Council will need to ensure that sufficient time is given to a full and 
careful analysis of all the responses before any proposals are put forward.  These responses will be considered for 
proposals to be made by the Cabinet at their meeting on 9th November 2017.   This meeting will be a month later 
than that originally proposed.  There has been a series of meetings throughout the county for local people to put 
their views forward and, of course, all of these responses will have to be considered when preparing our final 
proposals. 


 
2. Community Grant Scheme – This scheme is to provide small sums of money to any organisation which would 


benefit from this scheme.  I must stress that it is not appropriate for Parish Councils to make claims under this 
scheme.  The closing date for this scheme is 30th September 2017. 


 
District Councillors Report: John Feilding 
 
August has been quite, although we did have a planning East committee meeting. 
 
My report will be based around The Overview and Scrutiny Committee meetings in July, most of which I referred to in 
my July report. 
 
Orbit 
 
We met representatives from the Association who dealt with Void lettings. The problem with houses in villages in the 
Ward are that they will be expensive to bring up to modern insulation standards. Thus, they are selling off these properties 
and reinvesting in new build or very modern house. These will be on large cost effect developments. 
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Their Estate services are to be improved but again it is around their more modern larger estates. 
 
Garages; all non-viable sites have been sold as part of the garage review with management of 1,848 garages being 
transferred to Secure Parking and Storage Company. 
 
I have the name of Orbit’s representative if you have any complaints. 
 
I have raised the matter of road signage in the District and I proposed to raise it again on Wednesday as my comments 
were wrongly reported. 
 
We have had an updated with regards to Oxfordshire Clinical Care Group. Legal proceedings are going ahead with 
regards to the consultation. This is being headed up Cherwell DC and a provisional date for the hearing is 5 September. 
 
Sorry I cannot be with you but I am having to deal with Planning problem raise by Tysoe Parish Council 
 
7) CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting 


 
8) PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


17/01999/TREE: Bitham Hall.  Consent with conditions. 


17/02257/FUL: Erection of a new rural worker’s dwelling 
Mike Blakeman made a presentation (Please see appendix 1) on the application, having reviewed the application.  This 
application hinges on the principle on proving the need for this, for the long term viability of the business.  Comment: No 
Representation.  Unanimously agreed.   


9) FINANCIAL STATEMENT. A Financial Statement was presented (Please see appendix 2) 


Payments: 4.9.17   £  39.00  Clerk: Expenses 


4.9.17 £100.00  Grant Thornton:  Audit Fee (Plus VAT) 


4.9.17 £  50.00  Dave Hicks: Clearing front of RR (payment upon completion of work and 
receipt of an invoice). 


4.9.17 £    5.00   WALC Neighbourhood planning guide 


Payments proposed: Trevor Gill, Seconded: Mike Blakeman.  Unanimously agreed. 


10) Pension: Following recent changes in pension legislation all employers have a legal obligation to provide a pension 
scheme for employees. The Clerk has identified that an appropriate scheme is the Local Government Pension 
Scheme which is administered by Warwickshire County Council. 


The Clerk has obtained full details of the scheme and these have been circulated prior to the meeting. 


It was agreed that the Clerk and Trevor Gill would complete the necessary application form and then circulate it to 
councillors for their review prior to it being submitted to Warwickshire County Council. 


The pension contributions will be factored into the budget for 2018/19.   


Proposed: Darrell Muffitt, seconded: Martyn Heard.    


11) MEMBER REPORTS:  The Parish Council decided not to hold a separate planning meeting to consider 
17/02413/LBC.  The Clerk advised that this would default to a “No Representation,” comment. Report prepared by 
Mike Blakeman is attached in Appendix 3. 


Action: Darrell Muffitt agreed to write to Jeremy Wright re Superfast Broadband. 


12) DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: 9th Oct, 6th Nov & 4th Dec. 
 


The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
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PLANNING APPLICATION 17/02257/FUL 


Erection of new rural worker’s dwelling 


Former Horse Arena, Dassett Fields, Dassett Road, Avon Dassett 


 
Summary 
The application is for the erection of a single dwelling on the former horse arena as part of the existing 
equestrian centre at Dassett Fields. 
 
Observations 


• The application includes a comprehensive ecological assessment, ecological appraisal, 
arboricultural statement and heritage statement for the proposal as well as a design and access 
statement and a planning statement 


• The application site is not within the designated green belt and is not situated within a 
conservation area or ANOB 


• The application site lies within the Ironstone Hill Fringe Special Landscape Area included as 
part of the Local Plan 


• The principle house and pavilions are listed (Grade II* and Grade II) and the land to the east is 
a Registered Park or Garden of Historic Interest around Farnborough Hall 


 
The Proposal 


• Although described as a single storey “workers” dwelling it is in fact 3-bedroom two storey 
dwelling with one bedroom and a “study /playroom” in the steeply pitched roof space 


• The planning background is complicated and essentially comes down to the justification of the 
need for a new worker’s dwelling on site to ensure the long-term vitality of the rural business 


• The dwelling is for the manager of Dassett Eventing, the owner’s daughter and her husband 
who currently reside in the main farmhouse and want to have their own private accommodation. 


• The arguments state that it is impractical to alter the existing farmhouse and any alterations 
could adversely affect the integrity of the listed farmhouse. 


• There are numerous statements seeking to support the application but the fundamental issue 
comes down to the functional need for the dwelling to enable the manager and her family to 
remain on site to ensure the success of the eventing business. 


 


 
 


Conclusions 
 


• The proposal has been carefully considered in respect of minimising the impact of the proposed 
dwelling on both the historic farmhouse and the surrounding landscape 


• The dwelling will not be visible from the wider landscape 


• There is no justification for a single dwelling on the site other than for a dwelling for occupation 
by an essential worker engaged in the business as 6.03 (i) above 







• The applicants have provided an “Independent” Appraisal of Essential Need for Dwelling which 
concludes: 


 
• SDC in their pre-application advice indicated the need for a financial justification in support 


of the application: 
 


 
• It is debatable as to whether sufficient information has been provided and it is not apparent 


whether accounts have been submitted. SDC also indicated that they would commission 
an independent assessment of the financial justification of the need for a manager’s 
dwelling and the Parish Council may choose to defer to this independent assessment and 
make no representation. 


 
 
Mike Blakeman 
3 September 2017 
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Appendix 2: FINANCIAL STATEMENT Sept 2017, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  


Balance at close of business 31 August 2017  


Current Account  £       5,842.65 
Savings Account  £     12,330.56* Ring fenced funds and interest received. 
   
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account 
 
Date Description Chq/SO/DD/TFR/FPI In Out 
8 August 2017 Transfer from Deposit TFR 272.94  
9 August 2017 Transparency Fund FPI 393.65  
16 August 2017 WDC Creditors BGC 200.00  
21 August 2017 nPower DD  28.00 
29 August 2017 Helen Hide-Wright TFR  324.51 
 
 
Deposit Account   
  
Date Description In Out 
8 August 2017 Transfer To Current  272.94 
9 August 2017 Bank Interest 0.52  
 


Payments Authorised From The Meeting 


Date Description Amount 
4 September 2017 Clerk:Expenses 39.00 
4 September 2017 Grant Thornton: Audit Fee 120.00 
4 September 2017 Dave Hicks: Clearing front of The Reading Room 50.00 
4 September 2017 WALC Neighbourhood planning guide 5.00 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 


Description Amount 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds          £      86.19 
I.T. Equip & Software £    544.37 
Play area lease  £    200.00 
Reading Room Maintenance £ 8,310.00 
Playground £    250.00 
Parish Plan £ 2,000.00 
Village Cemetery £    275.00 
Village Maintenance £    230.00 
Defibrillator £    250.00 
Total £12,330.56 
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AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 


PLANNING APPLICATION 17/02412/FUL and 17/02413/LBC  


Flat 5, Bitham Hall, Church Hill, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AH 


 


Summary 


 The application is a Full Planning Application and Listed Building Consent for the construction of a timber 


cabin within the grounds of Bitham Hall for the use of the occupants of Flat 5 


 


The applications can be viewed at: 


https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=OUBIZSPMM6X00 


https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=OUBIZXPMM6Y00 


 


Observations 


• The applications are for a small timber cabin located within the grounds of Bitham Hall. 


• The cabin has been carefully sited within the wooded area to the south of the former croquet lawn in 


order to minimise the visual impact of the cabin both in terms of the views from Bitham Hall to the 


West and the views of Bitham Hall from the wider landscape. 


• A separate application has been made to undertake works to the adjacent trees in order to minimise 


the impact of the cabin on the adjacent mature trees and shrubs 


• The proposed cabin has the agreement of the Bitham Hall Management Committee. 


 


Conclusions 


 


• The proposed cabin will have a minimal impact on the existing landscape and the views to and from 


Bitham Hall. 


 


Recommendation 


 


It is a matter for the Parish Council as a whole to decide on the merits or otherwise of this application. My 


recommendation is to No Representation 


 


Mike Blakeman 


Vice-Chairman  


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


04 September 2017 



https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=OUBIZXPMM6Y00
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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 
Monday 9th October 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room.  


 
 


 The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 
 


1) Present:  Trevor Gill (Chairman), Liz Hirst, Darrell Muffitt, John Feilding, Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright). 


APOLOGIES:  Mike Blakeman, Martyn Heard.  Apologies were accepted by the meeting.  


2) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3) CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted by the meeting.  Proposed: Darrell Muffitt, 
seconded: Liz Hirst.  Unanimous. 


4) QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5) MATTERS ARISING:  


Community  


a) Burial Ground:  Nothing to report. 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  The Clerk has circulated reports.  A van was broken into within 
the village.  Details of a suspicious van were reported to the police.  The sign at the top of the road has been 
removed and this has been reported to the police log number 23/391/17 refers.  


c) Playground – (weekly inspection reports):  The playground has been subject to its weekly inspections  
inspected and the annual RoSPA inspection has been undertaken and report received.  There was some work 
to undertake from the findings but nothing of a serious or urgent nature.  ACTION: Trevor Gill to list repairs 
to circulate to rest of ADPC. 


d) Superfast Broadband:  Trevor Gill has asked for a meeting with the Broadband. Chris Williams has arranged 
for Trevor to telephone the project team to get an update and agree on the way forward. It is hoped that this 
will lead to an understanding of the issues involved and also the timescales for the resolution of outstanding 
issues in the village.  Trevor Gill confirmed that a letter has been sent to the Member of Parliament, Jeremy 
Wright, outlining the patchy service in the village. ACTION: Trevor Gill to contact the project team and 
update residents with the outcome. 


e) Post Office:  Trevor Gill has been contacted by the PO to see whether broadband can be installed into the RR.  
Trevor Gill has suggested that the PO pays for the installation and the PC fund ongoing connection costs in 
order that village residents can use the service within the Reading Room.  Discussions are ongoing.   


It has been reported that on one occasion cheques that have been handed into the Post Office for crediting to 
an account at HSBC were not properly processed and have been lost in the post by royal mail. Anyone using 
this service should be aware of this and ensure they obtain a receipt for the transaction and retain all the details 
themselves. 


f) Village Communications and website:  Nothing to report. 


g) Defibrillator: Trevor Gill explained that 10 people have now been trained to use the defibrillator.  Thanks go 
from ADPC to Bobby Qayam for undertaking the training and for the volunteers. ACTION:Trevor will now 
progress the outstanding requirements to ensure that the defibrillator is fully operational. 


h) Installation of final window in Reading Room:  Trevor Gill confirmed that the installers will return to the RR 
to finish the job. ACTION: Martyn Heard to liaise with the contractors 


i) Notice Board:  The old notice board outside the Reading Room has been removed as it was in poor condition.  
The shrubs have been removed from the front of the Reading Room.  Discussions took place about the notice 
board options and it was agreed to look into this matter at next month’s meeting.  ACTION: Trevor to 
circulate a specification and Helen and Trevor to obtain quotes for review at the next meeting. 


j) Printer Supplies and laptop issues £500.  The Clerk explained that the PC laptop had failed and had to go in 
for repairs.  This took 3 weeks and a cost of £140 was incurred for the repairs and a further £20 for an internet 
connector.  The Clerk has taken delivery a new laser jet printer.  She highlighted that the ink costs are higher 
than the old inkjet printer but produce more copies. 


PC discussed authorising £500 for another laptop in the event that the current one fails completely.  The 
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expenditure was agreed.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, seconded: Darrell Muffitt, unanimous. 
Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains. The drains were cleaned on 20th Sept. The Clerk has written to Patch Byrne 
and asked about clearing the vegetation from the footpath, at the top of the village.  Chris Williams will chase 
this matter. 


k) Speed limits:  Councillor John Fielding advised the meeting that he is trying to address many anomalies in 
speed limits in the area. 


Environment/Maintenance 


l) Green areas: ACTION: Clerk will seek new quotations including the grass cuttings being removed 
from all areas. 
 


m) Reading Room: Thanks to Debbie Harvey and Michele Gill for cleaning the Reading Room. It looks much 
better as a result. 
 


Communication/Administration  
 
6) COUNCIL REPORTS: Appendix B: John Feilding.   


Chris Williams arrived at 8.10pm.  Appendix C: Chris Williams. 
7) CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting. 
8) PLANNING (Declarations of interests): Nothing to consider. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. (See Appendix A). 


Payments: 9.10.17   Clerk: Expenses     £  85.15 


  9.10.17   Clerk: Laptop Wi-Fi unit    £  19.94 


9.10.17   Grant Thornton:  Audit Fee Inv 8733009  £120.00 


9.10.17   Frank Mann Inv 1870     £295.20 


9.10.17   Playsafety Ltd Inv 31761    £100.80 


Total        £579.74 


Emergency Payment made for £140.00 (Quickfix Computers) for laptop repair.  Invoice 13334. Invoice date 16.9.17 
 


Budget (including Staff, pension, IT costs).  Prior to the next meeting, a draft budget will be circulated.   


Pension: WCC Scheme for Clerk: Clerk confirmed that the application form has been received and will be 
presented to the meeting in December. 


9) MEMBER REPORTS: Trevor Gill confirmed that there is a Data Protection course being run by WALC, on the 
23rd November. Trevor Gill and the Clerk will attend at a cost of £45 (on a basis of 2 for 1.) 


The Parish Council received a report of a serious dog attack in the village.  The matter has been reported to the Dog 
Warden.  The injuries sustained by the other dog were significant and required surgery. 


Trevor Gill confirmed that the new bench has been given an oil treatment by Sandy Mitchell.  The Parish Council 
would like to thank Mr Mitchell for his help. 


10)    DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: 6th Nov & 18th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm







 
 
Appendix A: FINANCIAL STATEMENT Oct 2017, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  


 
Balance at close of business 30 September 2017  
Current Account  £     11,700.34 
Savings Account  £     12,331.12* Ring fenced funds and interest received. 
   
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD/TRF/FPI In  Out 
4 Sept Dave Hicks 1396  CHQ    £130.80 
5 Sept   WALC    FPO    £    5.00 
5 Sept   Clerk Expenses   FPO    £  39.00 
18 Sept Laptop Repair Refund  TRF    £140.00 
20 Sept N Power   DD    £  28.00 
21 Sept Sept Salary   TRF    £324.51  
28 Sept Precept Payment    £6,525.00 
 
 
Deposit Account     In  Out   
 
11 Sept  Bank Interest    0.56    
 
Payments Authorised from The Meeting 
9.10.17   Clerk: Expenses     £ 51.00 


9.10.17   Grant Thornton:  Audit Fee In 8733009   £120.00 


9.10.17   Frank Mann in 1870     £295.20 


9.10.17   Playsafety Ltd Inv 31761    £100.80 


Total        £559.80 


 
Deposit Account 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
 


Description Amount 
Neighbourhood Watch   £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds          £      86.19 
I.T. Equip & Software £    544.93 
Play area lease  £    200.00 
Reading Room Maintenance £ 8,310.00 
Playground £    250.00 
Parish Plan £ 2,000.00 
Village Cemetery £    275.00 
Village Maintenance £    230.00 
Defibrillator £    250.00 
Total £12,331.12 
  











 
 


Appendix B: Cllr John Feilding 
 


On the 6 September, I attend the Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting. The following items where discussed:  
 


Horton Hospital 
 
Following the application by Cherwell DC to take Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning group for a Judicial Review. 
Permission granted on all grounds, and the judge agreed to an expedited substantive hearing before the end of the year. 
The judge seemed to be very clearly with us. This is only the permission stage, and the next (& last stage) is the 
substantive hearing, which should be over three days. 
 
Emergency Planning 
 
Following the Grenfell fire the Committee asked for a presentation from the head of CSW Resilience Team for what was 
happening in case of emergency. Michael Enderby, Head of Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire (CSW) Resilience, 
gave a presentation on Emergency Planning My main concern was the effect on the Ward with regards to The Military 
Camp. I believe that a presentation will be given to the parishes in the near future. The other areas covered where the 
response from fire, police and ambulance services and flood and other emergence services. 
 
A ‘Z’ card was issued to all County Councillors, which detailed emergency numbers and advice of what to do as a 
Councillor. A new issue is being printed I have order some for all the parishes. 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
 
We were given and update on what was happening in the County and what back up was being planned by the police with 
regards to the other services. We were also told about cost saving measures. I pointed out about the problems in villages 
about speeding vehicles, and also asked about the police respond to all the 50mph signs. We were told that there were 
police patrols taking place and the PCC referred Councillors to the Community Speed Watch scheme 
 
The PCC had funded a range of initiatives to deal with rural crime, including specialist training for Safer Neighbourhood 
Teams and the Warwickshire Rural Watch Scheme. Funding had been given to Rural Crime Coordinators, and the PCC 
noted that those working at this Council did a great job, and also to the Community Safety Partnership, of which Karin 
Stanley, Governance & Community Safety Manager, was the Council’s representative. The Stratford-upon-Avon 
Woman’s Refuge had also been funded as had Cyber Crime. 
 
Shakespeare Celebrations 
 
We were informed about the preparation for the 2018. A re-cap of the previous years’ was run through and various ideas 
were highlighted for 2018, including a National Living Statue Competition which was a unique event and the first of its 
kind in the country. A judging panel was to include ‘celebrities’, and actors/patrons from the Royal Shakespeare 
Company. Other suggestions were made on media interest and TV rights, particularly to China, and the Executive 
Director agreed to pursue these further. I pointed out that if the villages were to benefit there needs to be improvement to 
Broadband and the promotion of the Historical events and sites with my Ward.  
 
Future Work Plan 
 
In addition to the item from Minute 275 above, a further item on Warwickshire County Council Highways was requested 
to be added to the Work Plan. 
  







 
 
Appendix C: County Councillor Chris Williams. 
 


Leigh Hunt has confirmed that the Broadband Team will meet with TG to discuss the issues being faced at Avon Carrow 
and Bitham Hall.  Work is due to commence shortly to link up the fibre optic from AD to the Farnborough exchange.  
Councillor Williams passed the contact details to TG.  ACTION: TG will speak to Leigh Hunt about this matter. 
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MINUTES of ANNUAL MEETING OF 


AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 
Monday 22nd May 2017 at 7.30 pm 


 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm     
 
1) Election of Chairman & Vice-Chairman. Trevor Gill was proposed as Chairman: 


Proposed: Mike Blakeman, seconded: Liz Hirst.  Mike Blakeman was proposed as Vice-
Chairman, proposed Martyn Heard, seconded: Liz Hirst.  The declarations of interest and 
acceptance of office forms were completed, signed and dated. 
 


2) Apologies: None 
 
Present:  Trevor Gill (Chairman), Mike Blakeman, Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard, Darrell 
Muffitt, Councillors Chris Williams and John Fielding (left the meeting at 7.40pm in 
order to attend other PC meetings), Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright). 
 
Members of the public: Tony Illot, Dave Hirst, Michele Gill, John Anderson, Diane 
Anderson. 
 


3) Confirm minutes of last Annual Meeting held on 9th May 2016.  The minutes were 
accepted.  Proposed: Martyn Heard, seconded: Mike Blakeman. 


 
a) 20160509 Avon Dassett Parish Council Annual Meeting Minutes 


 
4) Financial Report 
 


a) RFO certification of accounts: Properly representing receipts and payments 2016-2017 
financial year.  The Clerk confirmed that the internal auditor had signed off the 
accounts and procedures of ADPC for the 2016-17 financial year. 


b) Approval of ADPC Statement of Accounts: The accounts were accepted at the 
meeting.  Proposed: Mike Blakeman, seconded: Liz Hirst. 


 
i)  20170331 Financial Report For Year 2016 - 2017.  


 
c) Signing and dating of ADPC Account statement .  Trevor Gill signed the Accounting 


Statement. 
d) Audit: Consideration and signing and dating of Annual Governance Statement.  


Proposed: Mike Blakeman, seconded: Martyn Heard. Signed by Trevor Gill and Helen 
Hide-Wright. 


e) Audit: Consideration and signing of Accounting Statements 2016/17. Proposed: Mike 
Blakeman, seconded: Martyn Heard.  Signed and dated by Trevor Gill and Helen Hide-
Wright.  The Clerk also signed the Grant Thornton Schedule for Submission. 


f) Internal Audit Report for the 2016-2017 financial year 
 


i) 20170425 Avon Dassett Parish Council Internal Audit Report 2016-2017 
 


5) Annual review of: 
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a) Banking Standing Orders and Direct Debits (HMRC, Information Commissioners 


Office, Npower) 
 


i) 20170331 ADPC Schedule Of Direct Debits 
 


b) Communications Policy 
 


This is not available for review at this time as ongoing discussions are being held in 
respect of the relationship between the Parish Council and Community websites. 


 
c) Emergency Plan 


 
i) 20170522 ADPC Emergency Plan 


 
d) The Financial Regulations 


 
i)  20170522 ADPC Financial Regulations 


 
e) The Fixed Assets List 


 
i) 20170331 ADPC Fixed Assets Schedule 


 
f) The Non-Financial Standing Orders 


 
i) 20170522 ADPC Non Financial Standing Orders 


 
g) Planning Policy 


 
i) 20170522 ADPC Planning Standing Orders 


 
Reports 5 a-g were accepted by the meeting.  Proposed: Liz Hirst, seconded: Martyn 
Heard. 


 
6) Agreement of New Policies 


 
a) Data Protection 


 
i) 20170522 ADPC Data Protection Policy 


 
Trevor reported that there will be changes in legislation in respect of our Data Protection 
procedures possibly including the appointment of a Data Protection Officer. He expressed 
the view that this should be formally included within the Clerk’s responsibilities but 
advised that training would be required for whoever undertook this important role. 
  
b) Freedom Of Information 


 
i) 20170522 ADPC FOI Policy 


 
ii) 20170522 ADPC FOI Schedule 
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c) Reserves 


 
i) 20170522 ADPC Reserves Policy 


 
d) Retention Of Documents 


 
i) 20170522 ADPC Retention of Documents Policy 


 
Policies 6 a-d were accepted by the meeting.  Proposed: Mike Blakeman, seconded: 
Darrell Muffitt. 


 
7) Charities Report: Nothing was submitted. 


 
8) Member Reports: Nothing was submitted. 


 
John Anderson asked whether the two websites represent additional costs to the Parish 
Council.  Trevor Gill confirmed that funding is being considered and efforts will be made to 
keep costs to a minimum. 


 
The meeting closed at 7.45pm and was followed by ADPC’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
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Minutes of Ordinary meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 22nd May 2017, 7.30 pm  
at The Reading Room. 


 
The meeting commenced at 8.05pm 


 
1) APOLOGIES: None. 


Present: Trevor Gill (Chairman), Mike Blakeman, Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard, Darrell Muffitt, 
Councillor Chris Williams, Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright). 
 
Members of the public:  Tony Illot, Dave Hirst, Michele Gill, John Anderson, Diane Anderson 
 


2) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  Were signed at the annual meetings 
 
3) CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted.  Proposed: Mike 


Blakeman, Seconded: Liz Hirst. 
 
4) QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Questions were raised in the annual meetings regarding the 


funding of the websites and the superfast broadband service in the village 
 
5) MATTERS ARISING: 
 


a) Burial Ground: Nothing to report 
 


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: The Parish Council has been made aware of break-
ins in surrounding villages, including Farnborough 


   
c) Playground – (weekly inspection reports): Trevor Gill confirmed that the playground is in good 


order 
 


d) Superfast Broadband:  Trevor Gill confirmed that the Parish Council is in regular contact with the 
main project team and is trying to understand the present position regarding those properties that 
cannot access the new faster speeds. The Parish Council will issue a note to all residents when the 
situation becomes clearer 


 
e) Post Office: The service is working well and the Parish Council encourages all residents to 


support the service in order to make it viable 
 


f) Village Communications and website:  Darrell Muffitt confirmed that both he and Trevor have 
met with Sarah Richardson to discuss the situation regarding the websites and their inter 
relationship. These discussions are ongoing. The Parish Council’s new website is up and running. 
The url for this website is:  http://www.avondassettparishcouncil.com 


 
g) The Avon:  Darrell Muffitt confirmed that the Avon Dassett Community Benefit Society is 


making progress towards acquiring The Avon as a community asset and will issue updates when 
appropriate to potential investors and other local residents 


 
h) Defibrillator and grant:  The defibrillator project has progressed.  The siting of the unit is now 


under consideration. Trevor will liaise with Dave Hirst to arrange for the new cabinet to be 
installed 


 
i) Audit.  The Clerk confirmed that the internal audit had been completed and the Parish Council’s 


accounts and procedures had passed.  The Auditor had noted that cheques were not initialled in 
the stubs but the Clerk has confirmed to him, subsequent to the audit, that those records are 
contained at the front of the cheque book. 
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j) Gaydon Lighthorne Heath B4100 Treatment:  Mike Blakeman confirmed that this is going 


through.  Chris Williams commented that there will be a meeting to discuss this on 23 May 2017. 


 


k) Consultation on Localism:  Darrell Muffitt commented that if a group could be formed, a 


submission could be made on a consultation. ACTION: Clerk to circulate a recent survey 


opportunity from NALC and WALC. 


 


l) Stratford on Avon District Council’s Review of Code of Conduct:  Trevor Gill confirmed that the 


review is underway. 


 


m) Affordable Housing: Trevor Gill advised that the Parish Council has received an email from a 


resident of the village expressing concern that a property is being sold in the village by Orbit 


Housing Association that was designated as affordable housing. The email expressed concern that 


when this property is sold we will lose yet another affordable property in the village. Mike 


Blakeman commented that unless Stratford District Council puts a covenant on affordable houses, 


those units can be sold to whoever wished to buy them.  Mike Blakeman understands that Orbit 


had tried to rent the properties but there was a lack of interest, hence moving to private sale.  


Unless a development of at least 6 houses is approved in the village, there will be no further 


building of affordable houses in the village.  Councillor Williams confirmed that it is not possible 


to place restrictions on affordable housing, to stop them going into the private market.   


Environment Maintenance 


n) Roads:Traffic, Roads and Drains 


 


Nothing to report 


 


o) Green areas:  Damage to verges due to parking:  Mike Blakeman commented that the verges were 


unchanged and continued to show signs of damage from vehicles.  He had received an email from 


a local resident who expressed concern about the state of the verges in the village. The Parish 


Council will continue to monitor this and will raise the issue with Warwickshire Highways. 


 


p) The Reading Room 


 


Electrical works in Reading Room:  The electricity company had confirmed that the 


Reading Room required emergency work to make safe.  The work was undertaken as an 


emergency item.  


Installation of final window in Reading Room:  ACTION: Martyn Heard to contact the 


window manufacturers and ask them to install the final window. 


 


Communication/Administration  


 


6) COUNCIL REPORTS 


 


As this meeting coincides with the Parish Council Meetings Councillors Williams and 


Fielding submitted their annual reports. These are attached in Appendix 1 


  


7) CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to 


meeting.  Clerk confirmed receipt of the VAT remittance for £1,088.11. 


8) PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  None 


Notice of Decision: 17/00767/TREE: Consent with conditions. 


17/01017/S106 Treatment of B4100 (Notified as adjoining Parish) 
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17/01162/TREE & 17/01164/TREE Post Box Cottage: Cherry – Fell, Variegated Holly: No 
Representation. 


9) FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


A Financial Statement was presented and accepted as a part of the Annual Parish Meeting. A 
copy of this statement is available in Appendix 2 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT May 2017, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  
 
Balance at close of business 30.4.17 
  
Current Account                                             £       8,148.70 
Savings Account           £     12,601.40* Ring fenced funds and interest received. 
   
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account 
  
Date Description Payment Method Receipt Payment 
4 April 2017 March Expenses Electronic  £    28.48 
5 April 2017 Zurich Insurance Electronic  £  472.36 
13 April 2017  SDC Election Receipt £   200.00  
13 April 2017   Hire RR Receipt £     25.00  
20 April 2017     N Power DD  £    28.00 
25 April 2017 Clerk Salary Electronic  £  302.40 
27 April 2017  SDC Precept Receipt £6,525.00  
27 April 2017 Efficient Energy Electronic  £  120.00 
 
Copies of the relative invoices are attached in Appendix 3 
 
Deposit Account 
 
Date Description Payment Method Receipt Payment 
10 April 2017 Interest Receipt £       0.52  
 
Payments Authorised from Meeting 


 
Date Description Payment Method Payment 
22nd May 2017    Avon Dassett Local History 


Group 
Electronic £   224.14 


22nd May 2017    WALC membership 2017-2018 Electronic £     95.26 
22nd May 2017    T. Gill (Microwave for RR) Electronic £     61.00 
22nd May 2017    MFM Services (Inv 1789) Electronic £   442.80 
22nd May 2017    W. J. Robinson (Audit)  Electronic/Chq1395 £     75.00 
22nd May 2017    Clerk Expenses (April) Electronic £     16.02 
Total Expenditure £   914.22 


 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds 
 
Allocation Balance 
Neighbourhood Watch £      185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds £      359.13 
I.T. Equip & Software  £      542.27 
Play area lease  £      200.00 
Reading Room Maintenance £   8,310.00 
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Allocation Balance 
Playground  £      250.00 
Parish Plan £   2,000.00 
Village Cemetery £      275.00 
Village Maintenance £      230.00 
Defibrillator £      250.00 
Total £ 12,601.40 
  
27th April 2017: Payment for emergency electrical works at the Reading Room: £120.00 to Efficient 
Energy and Electrical Installations. 
 
Trevor Gill confirmed that the Parish Council will be making a claim from the Transparency Fund for 
the current finacial year. This will be submitted to include 5 hours training of the Clerk on the new 
website and how to upload documents. This would also include an increase in Clerk hours by 2 hours 
per month for maintenance of the website and ongoing uploading of information.  Proposed:  Trevor 
Gill, Seconded: Liz Hirst. 


 
10) MEMBER REPORTS:  Trevor Gill confirmed that there is a need to appoint a Data Protection 


Officer within ADPC and it was appropriate that this should rest with the position of the Clerk.  He 
went on to say that the role could be supported by training if the Clerk wished.  The Clerk confirmed 
her interest in training opportunities on Data Protection. 


Chris Williams offered his apologies for the meeting on the 26th June 2017. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: 26th June, No meeting in July,  7th Aug,  4th Sept,  9th Oct,  6th 
Nov,  4th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
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Avon Dassett Annual Meeting –  22nd May 2017 
 County Councillor’s Report 


 
 
 
The past year has been relatively straight forward for the County Council.  It is the fourth year of the 
four year cycle of the Council.  In the summer last year much time was devoted to see whether or not 
if we would form an association with the West Midlands Combined Authorities.  After much debate it 
was felt that the culture of the West Midlands was different to that of Warwickshire.  For example, 
Dudley, Wolverhampton, Solihull and others in the West Midlands are mainly industrial areas with little 
or no agricultural industry.  Warwickshire, on the other hand, has a strong rural slant which must at all 
times be observed.  However, eventually, after government intervention, Warwickshire joined the West 
Midlands Combined Authorities but not in a full membership capacity.  There are advantages in the 
new arrangements since capital is more freely available for infrastructure projects such as new 
highways etc. 
 
Our Chief Executive, Jim Graham, retired in February 2017, two days before we announced our 
budget.  His role was taken over temporarily by Monica Fogarty from the Communities Group 
responsible for Transport and Highways, Localities, Community Safety, Sustainable Communities and 
Public Health and David Carter from Resources Group responsible for Customer Services, Finance, 
Human Resources & Organisational Development, Information Assets, Law and Governance, Physical 
Assets and Performance.  This trial was so successful that they have been made Joint Managing 
Directors. 
 
In February, the County Council approved its Annual Budget with a 1.99% increase in Council Tax and 
a further 2% ring fenced to cover the cost of Adult Social Care.  As part of our budget proposals, we 
are reviewing our Children’s Centre operation.  Originally, there were 39 Children’s Centres which 
provided basic child care in areas of deprivation.  Since their incorporation some 20 years ago, 
deprivation needs have changed and whilst the County Council is not responsible for the running of 
the Children’s Centres we do have an influence both financial and administrative capacities.  The 
feeling is that we should revert to basics and concentrate on Children’s Centre activities towards areas 
of deprivation rather than siting them in affluent areas.  This review is due to start next month and a 
report will be coming to full Council later this year. 
 
Previously, the Conservatives conducted an administration without overall control of the council.  As a 
result of the County Council elections that took place on 4th May 2017, this position has dramatically 
changed with the new make up of the council as follows: 
 
  Conservative Group  36 
  Labour Party   10 
  Lib Dems     7 
  Green Party     2 
  Independent Members    2  Total  57 
 
The Council formerly had 62 members and the new majority will allow the Conservatives to operate in 
complete control. 
 
 
 
Cllr Chris Williams  
Member for Kineton and Red Horse Division - WCC 
20.05.17. 







Avon Dassett Parish Council 


District Councillor’s Report To The Annual Meeting  


Held on 22 May 2017 
 


I was elected as the District Councillor for the Red Horse Ward on 9th March 2017and 
the first committee I was put on the Overview & Scrutiny committee. We were 
looking at the OCCG consultation on the Horton Hospital. The OCCG stated that they 
had consulted widely but after some investigation, it has been found that many 
villages and local Drs have not been consulted and therefore the consultation had not 
followed proper processes. I attended a meeting, one month after the consultation 
ended, at Tysoe Surgery where a member of the OCCG provided a report about what 
is happening at the Horton and the OCCG member admitted that they had not 
consulted the public in Warwickshire. Jeremy Wright and Nadhim Zahawi have 
written to the OCCG informing them of their concerns that the consultation was not 
properly carried out. South Northants and Cherwell District Council have requested a 
judicial review on the matter. Stratford District Council have written to Jeremy Hunt 
about the failure of the OCCG to consult all those who will be impacted by the 
changes. The good news is that Stratford will become a Cancer Care Unit and will 
have a birthing centre. Warwick and Coventry hospitals will be maintained. Redditch 
hospital has been wound down and moved to Worcester.  I have recently joined the 
Planning East Committee which will cover any planning applications that go to 
committee from your Parish. 


 


J Fielding 


22 May 2017 
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AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 


 


ANNUAL MEETING 22 MAY 2017 
 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 


Financial Year 2016 -2017 
Bank Balance @ 31 March 2016:   £15,500.59 
Precept for 2016/17:  £11,100.00 
Receipts during 2016/17:   £  4,522.88 
Total £31,123.47 
Payments during 2016/17:   £16,156.79 
Uncleared Cheques (1364 £8.45, 1365 £7.41)  -     £15.86 
Balance carried forward @ 31 March 2017:   £14,950.82 


 
  
 


Financial Year 2016 -2017 
Bank Balances As At 31 March 2017 


Lloyds TSB A/c No 00023602  £  2,599.94 
Lloyds TSB A/c No 00140954 – Please see note 3 £12,350.88 
  £14,950.82 
 
Balance carried forward for external audit £14,950.82 
  
 
Note 3: This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC including any interest received into the account.   


 


Analysis For Ring Fenced Funds 


Defibrillator  £      250.00 
IT Equipment and Software £      291.75 
Neighbourhood Watch £      185.00 
Parish Plan £   2,000.00 
Play area lease £      200.00 
Playground (from fete committee) £      250.00 
RR Maintenance  £   8,310.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds £      359.13 
Village Cemetery £      275.00 
Village Maintenance £      230.00 
Total £ 12,350.88 


 







  
 


     
AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 


 


ANNUAL MEETING 9 MAY 2016 
 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 


Financial Year 2015 -2016 
Bank Balance @ 31 March 2015:   £11,375.04 
Precept for 2015/16:  £10,480.00 
Receipts during 2015/16:   £  2,547.87 
Total £24,402.91 
Payments during 2015/16:   £  8,909.00 
Uncleared Cheques (1364 £8.45, 1365 £7.41 1301 - 
£9.18) 


 £         6.68 


Balance carried forward @ 31 March 2016:   £15,500.59 
 


  
 


Financial Year 2016 -2017 
Bank Balances As At 31 March 2017 


Lloyds TSB A/c No 00023602  £  6,495.67 
Lloyds TSB A/c No 00140954 – Please see note 3 £  9,004.92 
  £15,500.59 
 
Balance carried forward for external audit £15,500.59 
  
 
Note 3: This figure represents ring fenced funds for ADPC including any interest received into the account.   


 


Analysis For Ring Fenced Funds 


Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £      10.43 
Interest Received £         0.36 
Neighbourhood Watch £     185.00 
Parish Plan £  2,000.00 
Play area lease £     200.00 
Playground (from fete committee) £     250.00 
RR Maintenance  £  6,000.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds £     359.13 
Total £  9,004.92 
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Receipts
Actual Budget Variance Adjusted 


Variance


Precept £11,100.00 £11,100.00 100% 100%
VAT Reimbursement £676.86 £0.00 0% 0%
Hire of Reading Room, car park etc £35.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Bank Interest £3.96 £0.00 0% 0%
Burial Ground £423.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Mowing £437.34
SDC hire of Reading Room for Election £420.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Grants £1,400.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Miscellaneous - Electricity Refund Reading Room £146.72 £0.00 0% 0%
Miscellaneous - Funds From Village Functions £980.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Receipts £15,622.88 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00


Payments
Actual Ring Fenced 


Funds Grants Net 
Expenditure Budget Variance Adjusted 


Variance


Reading Room
Insurance  £470.23 £470.23 £935.00 50% 50%
Reading Room:  Rates £0.00 £0.00 £100.00 0% 0%
Reading Room:  Cleaning £0.00 £0.00 £165.00 0% 0%
Reading Room:  Maintenance £6,771.32 -£2,440.00 £4,331.32 £1,400.00 484% 309%


£7,241.55 -£2,440.00 £0.00 £4,801.55 £2,600.00
Administration
Staff costs:
Clerk's Pay £3,324.24 £3,324.24 £3,250.00 102% 102%
Administration expenses £468.20 £468.20 £470.00 100% 100%
ADPC Training £0.00 £0.00 £100.00 0% 0%
Councillors' expenses £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Data Protection £35.00 £35.00 £0.00 0% 0%
WALC subscriptions £95.00 £95.00 £100.00 95% 95%
Community Links £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Xmas Cards £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Administration £3,922.44 £0.00 £0.00 £3,922.44 £3,920.00


Utilities
Electricity Supply £319.00 £319.00 £600.00 53% 53%
RR Annual Charges £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Street Light Supply & Replacement £161.55 £161.55 £892.00 18% 18%


Total Utilities £480.55 £0.00 £0.00 £480.55 £1,492.00


Miscellaneous
Parish Council Elections £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Playground Lease £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Website £216.66 £216.66 £800.00 27% 27%
Playground £611.39 £611.39 £150.00 408% 408%
Other - Section 137


Queens Birthday £450.00
Remembrance Service £50.00


Defibrillator Case £804.00
Compost £12.00


Tubs £238.60
£1,554.60 £1,554.60 -£650.00 £904.60 £0.00 0% 0%


Grants £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Street Lights £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Miscellaneous £2,382.65 £0.00 -£650.00 £1,732.65 £950.00


Maintenance
Village Gardening, Mowing £1,877.00 £1,877.00 £1,800.00 104% 104%
Audit Fees £180.00 £180.00 £200.00 90% 90%
Safe Fees £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%
Coffee Morning Expenses & Xmas Gathering £72.60 £72.60 £138.00 53% 53%
Election Fees £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0% 0%


Total Maintenance £2,129.60 £0.00 £0.00 £2,129.60 £2,138.00


Total Payments £16,156.79 -£2,440.00 -£650.00 £13,066.79 £11,100.00 146% 118%


AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 2016 - 2017 FINANCIAL YEAR
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Minutes of Extraordinary Planning Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


 
 Tuesday 6th June 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room. 


 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.        


 
1. Apologies: (with acceptance of apologies). Mike Blakeman 


 


2. Present: Trevor Gill (Chair), Darrell Muffitt, Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard  


 


Members of the public: Mike Forbes 


 


3. Declaration Of Interests: There were no Declaration of Interests 


 


4. Trevor Gill read Mike Blakeman’s report (copy attached – Appendix 1) re the following planning 
applications. 


 


Application(s) reference: 17/01220/LBC 
    
Proposed: Extension and roof amendments plus additional drainage and minor works 


 
At: Naddumor, 17 Avon Carrow, Avon Dassett, Southam CV47 2AR 


 
For: Mrs Deborah Brangwyn  


 
Application(s) reference: 17/01284/FUL 
    
Proposed: Extension and roof amendments plus additional drainage and minor works 


 
At: Naddumor, 17 Avon Carrow, Avon Dassett, Southam CV47 2AR 


 
For: Mrs Deborah Brangwyn 


 


The meeting accepted Mike’s report and agreed to accept his recommended submission. The clerk to 
take the appropriate action to upload this onto the Stratford on Avon District Council ePlanning 
system. 


 


The meeting closed at 7.40pm. 
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AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING APPLICATION 17/01284/FUL and 17/01220/LBC 


17 Naddumor, Avon Carrow, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AR 


 


Summary 


� The application is a Full Planning Application and Listed Building Consent for the construction of a single 


storey extension and roof amendments. 


� The applications replace the withdrawn applications submitted in July 2016 


� The application site was the former butler’s pantry, laundry rooms and boiler house at Avon Carrow. 


� The existing property is itself not listed but is attached to and lies within the curtilage of Avon Carrow which is 


partially Grade II listed and within the Avon Dassett conservation area and as such requires Listed Building 


consent. 


 


The applications can be viewed at: 


https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=OPBKOAPM0GO00 


https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=OOYTLCPM0GO00 


 


Observations 
 


Planning / Design and Access Statement 


Impact of the Proposals on the Historic Asset 


 


The applicant states that the “proposals do not involve any work specifically to the listed building itself”, however, 


the proposed extension, although much reduced in scale, will still have some impact on the existing building when 


viewed from the south west and south east. 


 


The applicant also states that “There is no intention to interrupt the important views of the listed building”. 


Whilst it is fair to say that the scale of the extension has been much reduced, the proposed development 


will still have some impact upon the main South-East elevation even with the pitched roof element set 


well back. The applicant has sought to make the extension slightly more sympathetic by incorporating 


crenellations on to part of the frontage to reflect the architectural detailing of the Grade 2 Listed building. 


The elevational drawings only show a very small section of the main building and it is therefore difficult 


to judge what the extension would look like in relation to the entire elevation. 


 







 
The proposed pitched roof to the extension is of an altogether different shape, scale and quality to the 


main building and to my mind out of keeping with the rest of the building and indeed all the previous 


extensions. 


  


It is stated that the other views of the proposals are only from the applicant’s own private garden. This is 


obviously incorrect as the proposals will not only be visible from the adjacent properties but also from the 


adjacent grounds and the public footpath the runs across the elevated land to the north east of Avon 


Carrow. 


 


It is stated that the new roof will not alter the applicants view from their garden to the corner bay feature on the 


southern corner of the main building but the roofs will alter the views from the windows and gardens of the adjacent 


properties. 


 


The applicant notes that it will be possible to see the new extension from the first-floor corner bay of No.1 and the 


dormer windows of Nos 12 and 14. “It is believed that these are mainly bedrooms” The fact that the views of the new 


extension are from (just) bedrooms is irrelevant. 


 


Pre-Application Advice 


 


Reference is made to on an on-site discussion with Mr Marshall from the planning department in 2008 which was in 


relation to the previous application and has no relevance to the existing application. Within the Listed Building 


Application reference is made to a pre-application consultation with Mr R Parker-Gulliford of Stratford District 


Council and a letter dated 28 September 2016 claiming that “All aspects of the re-designed proposal accepted other 


than a reservation regarding the apex roof”. The letter has not been attached to the application and therefore cannot 


be commented. 


 


Practical Problems with Existing Property  


 


Great emphasis is placed on the fact that the application aims to resolve various problems with rainwater discharge 


and water penetration. These in themselves are construction issues within the existing structure and fabric and are in 


themselves not sufficient justification to warrant the construction of an extension. 


 


Proposals 


 


Whilst the layout may still solve the applicants need to improve the current kitchen, the overall design would still 


impact on the existing listed building. The pitched roof is still out of context with the adjacent properties as can be 


seen from “Street Scene” south east elevation. A better solution would have been a properly constructed flat roof that 


is more sympathetic to the previous extensions to the main building. 


 


The new pitched roof will still impact to some extent on the adjacent properties most notably in respect of the views 


from the upper level of No.14.  







 
 


 


Conclusions 


 


• Although the proposed extension is relatively small in the context of the whole of Avon Carrow and the 


impact on the adjacent properties has been somewhat reduced, the revised proposals would still have an 


impact on the appearance of the existing building and would still impact on the adjacent properties. 


• In the context of a development adjacent to a locally significant listed building the proposed pitched roof 


over the extension is not all sympathetic with the existing building. 


 


Recommendation 


 


Object 


 


Section 16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a statutory duty to preserve 


the significance of listed buildings. The addition of the extension to No. 17 would be harmful due to the impact on 


the historic fabric.  


 


Although it would not be visible directly from any neighbouring buildings it would be visible from the adjacent 


properties within Avon Carrow, from the footpath to the north east and from the wider landscape.  


 


The design of the extension would detract from the historic design of the listed building. 


 


 


Mike Blakeman 


Vice-Chairman  


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


29 May 2017 


 


  


 


 







From: planning.applications@stratford-dc.gov.uk
Subject: Stratford-on-Avon District Council: E-Planning Comment - Application Reference: 17/01284/FUL
Date: 7 June 2017 at 20:45
To: avondassett.clerk@googlemail.com


Planning Application Comment


Planning & Building Control, Environmental Services, Stratford-On-Avon District Council
Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 6HX


Telephone: 01789 260303 Facsimile: 01789 260306 Minicom: 01789 260747
Website: www.stratford.gov.uk Email: planning.applications@stratford-dc.gov.uk


It is not necessary to submit hard copies of your comments
 


Application Reference 17/01284/FUL 


Address Naddumor 17 Avon Carrow Avon Dassett Southam CV47 2AR  


Proposal Extension and roof amendments plus additional drainage and minor
works 


 


Your Name Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Email address avondassett.clerk@googlemail.com 


Your Address The Reading Room, Avon Dassett, Southam 


Postcode CV47 2AS 


Phone Number 0000 


Nature of Submission Object to the application for the following planning reasons 


Comments Object for the following reasons:
 
Section 16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990 places a statutory duty to preserve the significance of listed
buildings. The addition of the extension to No. 17 would be harmful
due to the impact on the historic fabric.
 
Although it would not be visible directly from any neighbouring
buildings it would be visible from the adjacent properties within Avon
Carrow, from the footpath to the north east and from the wider
landscape.
 
The design of the extension would detract from the historic design of
the listed building. 


Date of Submission 07/06/2017 


________________________________________________________________________
This e-mail has been scanned for all viruses by Star. The
service is powered by MessageLabs. For more information on a proactive
anti-virus service working around the clock, around the globe, visit:
http://www.star.net.uk
________________________________________________________________________


This e-mail is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. You should not disclose its contents
to any other person. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately.


Whilst the Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise the risk of computer software viruses, it
cannot accept liability for any damage which you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out
your own virus checks before opening the e-mail (and/or any attachments).


Unless expressly stated otherwise, the contents of this e-mail represent only the views of the sender and do
not impose any legal obligation upon the Council or commit the Council to any course of action.







From: planning.applications@stratford-dc.gov.uk
Subject: Stratford-on-Avon District Council: E-Planning Comment - Application Reference: 17/01220/LBC
Date: 7 June 2017 at 20:45
To: avondassett.clerk@googlemail.com


Planning Application Comment


Planning & Building Control, Environmental Services, Stratford-On-Avon District Council
Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 6HX


Telephone: 01789 260303 Facsimile: 01789 260306 Minicom: 01789 260747
Website: www.stratford.gov.uk Email: planning.applications@stratford-dc.gov.uk


It is not necessary to submit hard copies of your comments
 


Application Reference 17/01220/LBC 


Address Naddumor 17 Avon Carrow Avon Dassett Southam CV47 2AR  


Proposal Extension and roof amendments plus additional drainage and minor
works 


 


Your Name Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Email address avondassett.clerk@googlemail.com 


Your Address The Reading Room, Avon Dassett, Southam 


Postcode CV47 2AS 


Phone Number 0000 


Nature of Submission Object to the application for the following planning reasons 


Comments Object for the following reasons:
 
Section 16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990 places a statutory duty to preserve the significance of listed
buildings. The addition of the extension to No. 17 would be harmful
due to the impact on the historic fabric.
 
Although it would not be visible directly from any neighbouring
buildings it would be visible from the adjacent properties within Avon
Carrow, from the footpath to the north east and from the wider
landscape.
 
The design of the extension would detract from the historic design of
the listed building. 


Date of Submission 07/06/2017 


________________________________________________________________________
This e-mail has been scanned for all viruses by Star. The
service is powered by MessageLabs. For more information on a proactive
anti-virus service working around the clock, around the globe, visit:
http://www.star.net.uk
________________________________________________________________________


This e-mail is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. You should not disclose its contents
to any other person. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately.


Whilst the Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise the risk of computer software viruses, it
cannot accept liability for any damage which you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out
your own virus checks before opening the e-mail (and/or any attachments).


Unless expressly stated otherwise, the contents of this e-mail represent only the views of the sender and do
not impose any legal obligation upon the Council or commit the Council to any course of action.












 
Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


 
 Monday 6th February 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room. 


 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 


 
1. APOLOGIES: (with acceptance of apologies). Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard.  Both Councillors had 


previously submitted apologies and were unable to attend due to work commitments.  The meeting 
accepted the apologies. Proposed: Mike Blakeman, Seconded: Darrell Muffitt.  


Present: Trevor Gill (Chair), Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Helen Hide-Wright (Clerk), 
Councillors Chris Williams. 


Members of the public: Ray Randerson. 


2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: Trevor Gill, Mike Blakeman and Darrell Muffitt all registered an 
interest in the planning application 17/00284/FUL. 


 


Application: 17/00284/FUL 


Proposed: Infilling of two existing doorways and replacement of windows on north eastern elevation 
(Retrospective) 


At:   The Avon 


For:  Mr Steve Chick. 


 


Due to the declarations of interest by the 3 Parish Councillors present, the Clerk was asked to submit a, 
“No representation,” comment with the explanation of the Declarations of Interest. 


 


The meeting closed at 7.32pm. 







From: planning.applications@stratford-dc.gov.uk
Subject: Stratford-on-Avon District Council: E-Planning Comment - Application Reference: 17/00284/FUL
Date: 7 February 2017 at 15:31
To: avondassett.clerk@googlemail.com


Planning Application Comment


Planning & Building Control, Environmental Services, Stratford-On-Avon District Council
Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 6HX


Telephone: 01789 260303 Facsimile: 01789 260306 Minicom: 01789 260747
Website: www.stratford.gov.uk Email: planning.applications@stratford-dc.gov.uk


It is not necessary to submit hard copies of your comments
 


Application Reference 17/00284/FUL 


Address The Avon Lower End Avon Dassett CV47 2AS 


Proposal Infilling of two existing doorways and replacement of windows on
north eastern elevation (Retrospective) 


 


Your Name Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Email address avondassett.clerk@googlemail.com 


Your Address The Reading Room, Avon Dassett, Southam 


Postcode CV47 2AS 


Phone Number 0000 


Nature of Submission No representation 


Comments At the meeting held on 6th February 2017, the Parish Council filed a,
"No Representation," against this retrospective planning application
due to all 3 Parish Councillors present having to declare an interest. 


Date of Submission 07/02/2017 


________________________________________________________________________
This e-mail has been scanned for all viruses by Star. The
service is powered by MessageLabs. For more information on a proactive
anti-virus service working around the clock, around the globe, visit:
http://www.star.net.uk
________________________________________________________________________


This e-mail is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. You should not disclose its contents
to any other person. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately.


Whilst the Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise the risk of computer software viruses, it
cannot accept liability for any damage which you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out
your own virus checks before opening the e-mail (and/or any attachments).


Unless expressly stated otherwise, the contents of this e-mail represent only the views of the sender and do
not impose any legal obligation upon the Council or commit the Council to any course of action.








 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 7th August 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room. 
 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.                Page 713 
 


1) APOLOGIES: (with acceptance of apologies). Liz Hirst, Chris Williams, John Feilding.  Apologies were accepted. 


Present: Trevor Gill, Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Martyn Heard, Clerk: Helen Hide-Wright. Member of the 
public. 


2) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3) CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted by the Parish Councillors.  


4) QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: The member of the public addressed the Parish Council with details of a 
planning application, explaining the background to an application.  The Parish Council advised that a special 
meeting had recently been held to consider the application and the comment had been submitted (which were 
confirmed as being on the PC website).  The agenda for that meeting had been displayed on both noticeboards, on 
the PC and Village websites and also gone out via the village website.   


5) MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: Nothing to report.  


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Darrell Muffitt raised the issue of thefts.  The Clerk 
commented that there appears to be an increasing number of thefts, including car thefts noted within the 
crime reports.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Police team to establish whether they can visit AD to advise 
residents. 


c) Playground – (weekly inspection reports): Trevor Gill confirmed that the baby swing has been replaced.  
One rail of the fence has been broken and will be repaired shortly. 


d) Superfast Broadband:  A letter will be sent to Jeremy Wright, MP to see what can be done to improve 
service to all of the properties within the village.  The Clerk had circulated an email from the Superfast 
Broadband Team seeking to work closely with Parish Councils.  It was decided to explore providing 
feedback through this route to try to secure service to the remaining properties in the village. 


e) Post Office:  There continue to be intermittent problems with service provision due to broadband. 


f) Village Communications and website:  A proposal has been received from Sarah Richardson regarding the 
communications policy.  Appendix 1. 


The Community Benefit Society was highlighted in Banbury Guardian. 


g) The Avon Pub:   The purchase has gone through.  The item will be removed from the PC agenda now that 
ownership has been settled. 


h) Defibrillator and grant:  ACTION: Clerk to contact Dave Hirst and organise the installation of the 
housing unit. 


i) Audit: The papers were sent off to Grant Thornton and no further information has been received. 


j) Installation of final window in Reading Room:  Trevor Gill has been dealing with the matter and will report 
to the next meeting. 


k) New Tables for Reading Room: New tables have been received.  The old tables are being stored by Dave 
Hicks.  They are available for use, if required.  The finance for those tables is coming out of the St John’s 
Funds.  Diane Biddlestone and Lily Hope Frost approved of this move.  Action: Clerk to move £272.94 
from St John’s Fund ring fenced funds to current account. 


l) New bench:  The bench has arrived and will be installed, close to the Nature Area. 


m) Electricity contract renewal:  It was decided to renew with Npower.  The Clerk was given authority to sign 
the contract renewal papers. 
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Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains. 


n) Speed limits: The B4100 speed limit has dropped to 50 mph.  The PC has noted that the road coming from 
AD onto the B4100 is derestricted.  This has been raised with Chris Williams and Debbie Poynton who has 
recommended that the matter is raised with the Police to see their view on the matter as well as attending the 
Community Forum to raise the issue.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Debbie Poynton to explore what can 
be done about this matter. 


Darrell Muffitt raised the issue of blocked drains and road cleaning.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Highways 
and Streetwise and ask for the next dates for street and drain cleaning. 


Environment/Maintenance 


o) Green areas:  The overgrown verge, on the left, going up the hill is encroaching the highway and causing 
significant safety issues.  ACTION: Clerk to contact landowners and ask them to cut the foliage back. 
 


p) Reading Room: Clearing plants from front of RR - £50.  This was approved by the Parish Council.  
Proposed: Trevor Gill, seconded: Mike Blakeman, unanimously approved. 


Communication/Administration  
 
6) WEBSITE TRAINING AND MAINTENANCE:  Trevor Gill has secured funding, via the Transparency Fund for 


this.  He will provide training to the Clerk to manage the website. 
  


7) COUNCIL REPORTS: Appendix 2 and 3. 
 


 
8) CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting. 


 
9) PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


Decisions:  None 


Extraordinary Planning meeting:   Meeting held on 27 July 2017 to discuss applications 17/01284/FUL & 17/01284/LBC 
- Object was submitted for both applications on 30 July 2017.  Full details are available on the PC website. 


10) FINANCIAL STATEMENT.  Payment for MFM Invoice 1830 £388.80 on 3rd July 2017.   


Financial Statement and invoices: Appendix 4. 


Emergency Payments 11th July 2017 (for replacement of swing seats and tables).  £25, £25, £25, £325.50 & 
£197.94 


1st Quarterly Review: Appendix 4. 


11) Member Reports: Mike Blakeman raised the details of the email from a resident who wrote to the PC about parking 
issues during the Open Gardens event.  The Parish Council advised that the Parish Council can try to help local 
organisations but does not have powers regarding parking of cars. 
 


12) DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: 4th Sept, 9th Oct, 6th Nov & 4th Dec. 
The Parish Council will consider moving meeting day to ensure availability for the District and County Councillors. 


 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
  







 
Appendix 1. 


Draft Communications Strategy from Sarah Richardson. 
 
The Parish Council asked a number of questions at their last meeting and some preliminary responses are 
below: 
 
Who should be on the working group and who is to chair this body: 
Approaches are being made to key stakeholders and a request for volunteers will go out on website, social 
media, noticeboards and Compton Chronicle in September. There have already been some positive 
responses to initial enquiries including from Darrell Muffitt as the parish council representative. A chair will be 
elected at the first meeting of the group which is likely to be mid-late September 
 
The terms of reference for the working group: 
A draft will be drawn up in consultation with Darrell for discussion at the first meeting but is likely to include 
scope of communication use at present, efficiency, effectiveness, future planning/social media, and value for 
money	
 
A draft of a survey document, if this is appropriate: 
This will be discussed once the working group is formed. 	
 
How are the results of the survey to be collated: 
There will be an online and paper survey. All responses will be anonymous and will be collated by the working 
group. 
 
Who signs off and approves any recommendations: 
The group will prepare a report based on the survey data and other data (eg Google analytics, page 
subscriptions etc). 
 	
The group will produce a paper report (published online and distributed in hard copy to every villager and 
published in the Compton Chronicle) and have a village event reporting findings which could coincide with a 
PC meeting or other social occasion. We have experience of this in organising the launch of the Parish Plan 
and the website launch. 
 
How do we ensure that any recommendations are implemented: 
 We will create a possible action plan based on the report and feedback from the launch event.	
 
How we can best fund this initiative: 
No funding is required at present. However, as 'best value' is one of the principles we will be reporting on there 
may be recommendations regarding funding of communications. For more info 
see: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6002/2003835.pdf  
  







 
 


Appendix 2. 
Avon Dassett Parish Council – 7th August 2017 


 County Councillor’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been a quiet time at the County Council with the overall political situation creating much uncertainty. 


 
1. Finance – The County Council funding mechanism is being reviewed as next year’s budget assumed 


that WCC would retain business rates.  However, in the Queen’s Speech this option has been rejected 
for local authorities and consequently the amount of Settlement Grant that is to be allocated to local 
authorities is unknown at the present time. 


 
The budget savings agreed by the whole Council in the year 2017/18 budget are being implemented.  
In particular, the revision of the 0-5 year old provision, a small part of which involves Children’s 
Centres, is causing concerns.  The remainder is about Nursery Provision and Child Care generally.   
There will be a public consultation on this proposal and residents have until the end of September to 
make comment. 
 


2. Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service – At the full meeting of Warwickshire County Council on 18th 
July, the Council approved the Integrated Management Plan for the years 2017 – 2020.  Warwickshire 
Fire & Rescue Service is slightly unusual in that it is a department of Warwickshire County Council, 
rather than a stand-alone Fire & Rescue Service.  Over the last 18 months with the pressures imposed 
on all departments in the County to save costs, the Service has continued to be recognised as one of 
the pace setters for the quality of service and innovation.  I can state now that there are no plans to 
reduce the number of Fire Stations, or fire engines in the foreseeable future.  Interestingly, there has 
been a fall in the number of fires but an increase in the number of occasions that they have been asked 
to attend.   Road traffic accidents are the single largest occasion when the Fire & Rescue Service has 
been asked to attend. 


 
Two mew Fire Stations have been built, one at Gaydon and the other at Southam.  There is a move to 
reduce the size of fire engines from the large six man vehicles to the smaller and faster four man 
rescue vehicles.  A new Fire & Rescue Headquarters will be constructed on a refurbished site at 
Leamington Spa. 
 


3. Community Grant Scheme – This was launched at the end of July and if members have a particular 
requirement, please let me know. 


 
4. B4100 – The long-awaited erection of signage legalising the 50mph limit on the B4100 was 


commenced on Monday 17th July. I have every confidence that when this scheme is completed 
highway safety will be improved along this road.  Unfortunately, the prospect of extending the 30mph 
speed limit from Avon Dassett to the junction with the B4100 will not meet the required speed limit 
criteria.  The environment is of a rural nature and is outside of the village.  Therefore, at the present 
time, Highways are unable to progress this request. 
 


5. Highway Safety – We are currently considering local highway improvement schemes which are 
usually funded by my own delegated allowance.  If you have any ideas that you would like to be 
considered, please let me know. 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Cllr Chris Williams  
Member for Kineton & Red Horse Division  – WCC 
07.08.17. 







 


 







 
Appendix 4: FINANCIAL STATEMENT Aug 2017, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  
Balance at close of business 31 July 2017  
Current Account  £       5,328.57 
Savings Account  £     12,602.98* Ring fenced funds and interest received. 
   
Bank Transactions 
 
Current Account 
 
Date Description Payment Method In Out 
3 July 2017 MFM Mowing Transfer  £ 388.80 
5 July 2017 Hire Of The Reading Room Cash  £ 10.00  
5 July 2017 Open Gardens Chq £248.00  
11 July 2017 Purchase Of Tables For The Reading Room Transfer  £   25.00 
11 July 2017 Purchase Of Tables For The Reading Room Transfer  £   25.00 
11 July 2017 Purchase Of Tables For The Reading Room Transfer  £   25.00 
11 July 2017 Purchase Of Tables For The Reading Room Transfer  £ 197.94 
11 July 2017 Replacement Of Baby Swing In The Playground Transfer  £ 325.50 
14 July 2017 Replacement of The Large Bench In the Village Transfer  £ 499.99 
20 July 2017 nPower Direct Debit  £   28.00 
25 July 2017 HHW Salary Transfer  £ 302.40 
 
Payments Authorised From The Meeting 
Date Description Payment Method Amount 
7 August 2017 MFM Mowing Transfer £ 147.60 
7 August 2017 David Hicks – Invoice 18 June 2017 Cheque £ 130.80 
 
Deposit Account 
 
Date Description In Out 
9 July 2017 Interest £  0.54  
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
 
Description Amount 
Neighbourhood Watch £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds £    359.13 
I.T. Equip & Software £    543.85 
Play area lease  £    200.00 
Reading Room Maintenance £ 8,310.00 
Playground £    250.00 
Parish Plan £ 2,000.00 
Village Cemetery £    275.00 
Village Maintenance £    230.00 
Defibrillator £    250.00 
Total £12,602.98 
 


 
 







 







 


 







INVOICE


Page  of 1 1


Order Number: 206-6334088-8121949 INV-GB-131692361-2017-57728Invoice Number: 
Order Date: 30.06.2017 Invoice Date/Delivery Date: 30.06.2017


Shipping Address:
Avon Dassett Parish Council
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 2AT
GB


Billing Address:
Mr Trevor Gill
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
SOUTHAM, Warks, CV47 2AT
GB


Oypla.com LLP
Ruby Distribution Centre


Homefield Road East
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8QP


GB
VAT Number: GB133437235


Qty Item Description


Unit
Price
(excl.
VAT)


VAT
Rate


Unit
Price
(incl.
VAT)


Total
 Price


(incl.
VAT)


6 Oypla 6ft 1.8m Folding Heavy Duty Outdoor Trestle Party Garden
Table | B017KIBU5I


£27.49 20% £32.99 £197.94


TOTAL: £197.94


VAT Exclusive Subtotal
20%


£164.94


VAT Subtotal
20%


£33.00


VAT Total


£33.00







INVOICE


LU-BIO-04 


Amazon EU S.à r.l. - 5 Rue Plaetis, L-2338 Luxembourg 
R.C.S. Luxembourg: B 101818 


Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch – Registered Office: 60, Holborn Viaduct, London EC1A 2FD, United Kingdom 


Registered in England and Wales  Branch Registration No. BR017427 • VAT No. GB 727255821
Page  of 1 1


Order Number: 206-4068574-7555545 AEU-INV-GB-2017-47771825Invoice Number: 
Order Date: 28.06.2017 Invoice Date/Delivery Date: 28.06.2017


Shipping Address:
Avon Dassett Parish Council
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 2AT
GB


Billing Address:
Mr Trevor Gill
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
SOUTHAM, Warks, CV47 2AT
GB


Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch
60 Holborn Viaduct
London, EC1A 2FD


United Kingdom
VAT Number: GB727255821


Qty Item Description


Unit
Price
(excl.
VAT)


VAT
Rate


Unit
Price
(incl.
VAT)


Total
 Price


(incl.
VAT)


1 Lifetime 6-Foot (1.83 m) Essential Fold-in-Half Table |
B016PR4KD4


£20.83 20% £25.00 £25.00


TOTAL: £25.00


VAT Exclusive Subtotal
20%


£20.83


VAT Subtotal
20%
£4.17


VAT Total


£4.17







INVOICE


LU-BIO-04 


Amazon EU S.à r.l. - 5 Rue Plaetis, L-2338 Luxembourg 
R.C.S. Luxembourg: B 101818 


Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch – Registered Office: 60, Holborn Viaduct, London EC1A 2FD, United Kingdom 


Registered in England and Wales  Branch Registration No. BR017427 • VAT No. GB 727255821
Page  of 1 1


Order Number: 206-4068574-7555545 AEU-INV-GB-2017-47771735Invoice Number: 
Order Date: 28.06.2017 Invoice Date/Delivery Date: 28.06.2017


Shipping Address:
Avon Dassett Parish Council
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 2AT
GB


Billing Address:
Mr Trevor Gill
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
SOUTHAM, Warks, CV47 2AT
GB


Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch
60 Holborn Viaduct
London, EC1A 2FD


United Kingdom
VAT Number: GB727255821


Qty Item Description


Unit
Price
(excl.
VAT)


VAT
Rate


Unit
Price
(incl.
VAT)


Total
 Price


(incl.
VAT)


1 Lifetime 6-Foot (1.83 m) Essential Fold-in-Half Table |
B016PR4KD4


£20.83 20% £25.00 £25.00


TOTAL: £25.00


VAT Exclusive Subtotal
20%


£20.83


VAT Subtotal
20%
£4.17


VAT Total


£4.17







INVOICE


LU-BIO-04 


Amazon EU S.à r.l. - 5 Rue Plaetis, L-2338 Luxembourg 
R.C.S. Luxembourg: B 101818 


Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch – Registered Office: 60, Holborn Viaduct, London EC1A 2FD, United Kingdom 


Registered in England and Wales  Branch Registration No. BR017427 • VAT No. GB 727255821
Page  of 1 1


Order Number: 206-4068574-7555545 AEU-INV-GB-2017-47777291Invoice Number: 
Order Date: 28.06.2017 Invoice Date/Delivery Date: 28.06.2017


Shipping Address:
Avon Dassett Parish Council
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 2AT
GB


Billing Address:
Mr Trevor Gill
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
SOUTHAM, Warks, CV47 2AT
GB


Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch
60 Holborn Viaduct
London, EC1A 2FD


United Kingdom
VAT Number: GB727255821


Qty Item Description


Unit
Price
(excl.
VAT)


VAT
Rate


Unit
Price
(incl.
VAT)


Total
 Price


(incl.
VAT)


1 Lifetime 6-Foot (1.83 m) Essential Fold-in-Half Table |
B016PR4KD4


£20.83 20% £25.00 £25.00


TOTAL: £25.00


VAT Exclusive Subtotal
20%


£20.83


VAT Subtotal
20%
£4.17


VAT Total


£4.17







INVOICE


Page  of 1 1


Order Number: 203-6771140-7781947 INV-GB-125815151-2017-1153Invoice Number: 
Order Date: 08.07.2017 Invoice Date/Delivery Date: 08.07.2017


Shipping Address:
Avon Dassett Parish Council
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 2AT
GB


Billing Address:
Mr Trevor Gill
The Thatches, Avon Dassett
SOUTHAM, Warks, CV47 2AT
GB


LEISUREBENCH LIMITED
Quornland Farm


Moor Lane
Stathern, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE14


4EZ
GB


VAT Number: GB781731614


Qty Item Description


Unit
Price
(excl.
VAT)


VAT
Rate


Unit
Price
(incl.
VAT)


Total
 Price


(incl.
VAT)


1
Queensbury 6 Seat Grade A Teak Garden Bench Wooden 6 Seater
Park Bench For Gardens Suitable For Parks and Public Spaces
240cm 2.4m | B006JLXW3Q


£416.66 20% £499.99 £499.99


TOTAL: £499.99


VAT Exclusive Subtotal
20%


£416.66


VAT Subtotal
20%


£83.33


VAT Total


£83.33
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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 6th February 2017, 7.30pm at The Reading Room. 


 


The meeting opened at 7.32pm ( following on from an earlier Extraordinary Planning Meeting). 


1. APOLOGIES: (with acceptance of apologies). Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard.  Both Councillors had 
previously submitted apologies and were unable to attend due to work commitments.  The meeting 
accepted the apologies. Proposed: Mike Blakeman, Seconded: Darrell Muffitt.  


Present: Trevor Gill (Chair), Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Helen Hide-Wright (Clerk), 
Councillors Chris Williams. 


Members of the Public: Ray Randerson, Graeme Miller. 


2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted as a true representation of 
the meeting.  Proposed: Mike Blakeman, seconded: Darrell Muffitt.  


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None at this point of the meeting.  


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: Ray Randerson asked to present an update about the cemetery.  He confirmed 
that the sheep are still grazing in the area.  Ray asked whether there is still a need for the 
compost heap as he felt it was in the way when there was a burial.  Trevor Gill commented 
that if the sheep continue to graze the area, then the grass is kept down however, if the sheep 
stopped grazing, a compost heap would still be required.  It was decided to relocate the 
compost heap to the top left of the burial ground. Ray asked for the code for the cemetery 
lock which was provided.  


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Email reports have been circulated by the 
Clerk.  


c) Playground – weekly inspection reports: Trevor Gill confirmed that he has found the area to 
be in good order.   


d) Superfast Broadband:  Trevor Gill is waiting for a reply from the Superfast County Project. 


e) Post Office: Trevor Gill confirmed that the PO equipment will be replaced at the end of 
March.  They are no longer trying to fix the existing equipment.   


f) Village Communications:  Darrell Muffitt had nothing to report. Trevor asked Darrell to 
include in his submission to The Cronicle a small reminder that residents should subscribe to 
the mail chimp facility as this is the best way to ensure that they are kept in touch with Parish 
Council information. 


g) The Avon Pub: Darrell Muffitt confirmed that bids are still going forward in an attempt to 
buy the pub.  The recent meeting had a good turnout of 34 people.  There are a number of 
pledges from residents to provide finance for the venture. Trevor Gill commented that the 
bursary application has been accepted and covers all the costs to date, with no costs falling 
upon the Parish Council.  The registration with the FCA (Financial Conduct Authority) has 
been submitted.  Once this registration is confirmed, a bank account will be opened.  Bursary 
application form is attached to these minutes for information. 


h) Commemorations for 100th anniversary of end of WW1, November 2018:  Trevor Gill 
confirmed that the MOD base will be lighting a beacon at an event to mark the anniversary.  
ADPC has expressed an interest in joining with this event. 
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i) Defibrillator, Cabinet and Training: Quotation from Tranter £1,700 plus VAT:  Trevor Gill 
confirmed that enquiries to locate a suitable defibrillator have been successful and one has 
been found, free of charge from The West Midlands Ambulance Service. Trevor Gill 
confirmed that there are 6/7 people who are willing to be trained to use the device. 


j) Big Lottery Fund grant application for defibrillator, cabinet and training.  Trevor Gill asked 
whether the PC should apply for a grant from the Big Lottery Fund for the training, housing 
unit and any additional requirements for the machine.  It was agreed that this should be 
submitted for the reduced amount ie without the cost of the defibrillator.  Proposed: Mike 
Blakeman, seconded: Darrell Muffitt.  ACTION: Clerk and Trevor Gill to submit Big 
Lottery Fund grant application. Copy of form attached to minutes. 


Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains.  


Environment/Maintenance 


l)  Green areas (including condition of verges):  It was decided to seek a quotation from an 
alternative supplier.  ACTION: Clerk to send details to Mike Blakeman. 
 
m)  Reading Room: Trevor Gill is due to establish when the electrical work can take place to 
allow the fitting of the final window. ACTION: Trevor Gill to follow up on electrical works in 
the Reading Room. 
 
Trevor Gill confirmed that discussions have taken place about a refurbishment of the Reading 
Room using available grant/s, rather than Parish Council resources. Trevor and Martyn will 
progress this and report back to the next meeting. 
 
Darrell Muffitt reminded the Parish Council that Jaguar Landrover offers outreach to local 
communities and this could be a resource for any work on the Reading Room.   
 
Ray Randerson questioned who owned the Reading Room.  The Clerk confirmed that this detail 
was written into the legal deeds for the property. 
 


Communication/Administration  
 
6. COUNCIL REPORTS: County Councillor Chris Williams. 


 
Councillor Williams made a short presentation on the District Council.  The District Council budget 
is set on the 22nd February 2017.  It is a smaller budget than the County Council.  There is likely to be 
a 2% rise this year. 
 
Next week there will be a meeting regarding how to integrate the merging of Lighthorne Heath and 
Gaydon.  ACTION: Mike Blakeman asked the Clerk to register his attendance at that meeting. 
 
The date for the District Council is set for Thursday 9th March 2017. 
 


1.  County Council Budget – Warwickshire County Councillors met last Thursday 2nd February 21017 to 
set the Annual Budget and with no political group in overall control, a joint budget was agreed between 
the Conservatives and Labour parties. 


 
The outline of the Conservative Budget was published last December where we were going to absorb 
the £67million reduction in government funding for the next three years.   
 


(i) The budget invests in Warwickshire and protects the most vulnerable.   
(ii) The Conservative group will create an investment fund to improve the County 


Council’s infrastructure and it will be providing additional support to help regenerate 
our town centres.   
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(iii) The Conservatives will build on the success of the Apprenticeship Hub that has led to 
the County Council being listed within the top 100 UK employers.  


(iv) The continued support through economic growth development will provide support for 
our most vulnerable residents.  The Conservative group will be providing further 
investment in Extra Care Housing which will support people in their own homes giving 
them the independence they so richly deserve.   


(v) £1 million more will be invested to improve the safety of routes to schools.  
(vi) The Homes to School Transport Budget will be protected. 
(vii) A further £1 million will be invested in LED lighting which will support the ambition to 


bring our street lighting up to date. 
 
In addition, 40 new staff will be employed to help as Social Workers to help with the growing problem 
of looking after the 750 children that are currently in care in Warwickshire.  It is anticipated that these 
additional staff will help to reduce the number of children requiring the work of Social Services. 
 
To achieve a balanced budget the Council Tax this year will increase again by the same amount as last 
year, i.e. 1.99% to cover general increases in costs with a further 2% ring fenced for Adult Social Care.  
By achieving a prudent budget over the past 7 years, Warwickshire has been able to retain the Council 
Tax charges unlike some other counties who requested a 15% increase to achieve the same end that 
Warwickshire is already achieving. 
 
To reiterate, Warwickshire continues to protect the most vulnerable residents in the County. 
 
With the approval of the Budget by the two main political parties after five months planning, the 
Council can now go forward on a sound financial footing for the future. 
 
7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting. Paper 


copies were made available at the meeting. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):   


Notice of Decision: 16/03070/FUL Old Orchard House: Permission with Conditions. 


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


The Clerk confirmed that the precept request had been submitted to Stratford District Council. 


£250 has been received by the Parish Council from the Transparency Fund.  


ACTION: Trevor Gill asked the Clerk to seek the invoice from the History Group for the Website, 
including the element of VAT, from SDC.  


Accounts for payment 


6th Feb 2017    Clerk Expenses (Dec and Jan)  TRF    £  42.37 
6th Feb 2017    CiLCA registration  TRF    £350.00 
Total Expenditure         £392.37 
 


3rd Quarterly Budget review to end December 2016: Appendix A. 


 


10.    MEMBER REPORTS: Nothing to report. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:  6th March,  3rd April,  22nd May, 26th June,  No meeting in July,  7th 
Aug,  4th Sept,  9th Oct,  6th Nov,  4th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
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More than a Pub: The Community Pub Business Support 


Programme – Bursary Award Application Form 
	


	


This application form is to be used to apply for a bursary award of up to £2,500 
(inclusive of VAT) to help fund the feasibility and development costs of your 
community pub business. This could include community consultation, incorporation 
fees, planning applications, valuation and survey fees, printing and marketing etc. 


Once assessed bursary awards will be allocated and paid on submission of receipts. 


 
1. Your contact details: 


Please give us the contact details of the person filling out this form: 


Name (or provisional name) of your community 
pub: 


Avon Dassett Parish Council - On behalf of 
Avon Dassett Community Benefit Society 
Limited 


Name of main contact person for this application 
and group representative: 


Darrell Muffitt 


Position in the group or enterprise: Councillor Avon Dassett Parish Council; 
Acting Chairman, Avon Dassett Community 
Benefits Society Limited 


Address:  


Postcode:  


Telephone:  


Email:  


 
 
2. Current status of your group or community pub business 


 
What is your legal status or 
intended legal status?  


The intended legal status will be “Community Benefits 
Society” 


 
 
 
 
 







	 	 																	 								 
 
	
														 	 	 	


	


More than a Pub: The Community Pub 
Business Support Programme – 
Bursary Award Application Form 


 
3. Tell us about your community pub project 


 
Is the pub you are looking to acquire 
currently for sale? 


Yes 


Are there any planning applications 
currently underway relating to the 
pub your group is looking to acquire? 
If so please provide details.  


No 


Are you aware of any feasibility 
studies or valuations already carried 
out in relation to the pub? If yes please 
provide details. 


Yes; Valuation Carried out in October 2016 by Pinders 


What are your estimated costs to 
deliver the project?  


£350,000 - £450,000 


Please describe (in approximately 250) 
words about idea for your community 
pub business, the services it will 
provide to your community, and who 
the intended beneficiaries are?  


The Avon is the only significant meeting place for the 
community of Avon Dassett. Our idea is to build on the 
function of the pub as a place to eat and drink to better 
support the community. We want to actively encourage 
community groups to meet and operate from there and aim 
to make the pub the operational centre for major charitable 
events in the community including Open Gardens, The 
Soap Box Derby and the Dassett Country Show. We also 
intend to adapt and develop the outbuildings to support a 
micro-brewery and possibly workshop facilities.   


Avon Dassett is an isolated community, with an ageing 
population that is not well served by public transport (one 
bus a day). The immediate community will benefit from 
having a welcoming place to meet and interact with friends 
and people who share their interests. Investors will be able 
to participate in the development of a successful 
community focused business. We envisage the wider 
community benefitting from employment opportunities and 
the additional income generated. 


Avon Dassett is located on a number of walking and 
cycling routes and next to a successful country park. We 
anticipate walkers, cyclists and other tourists benefitting 
from having both a place to meet and a place where they 
are able to seek refuge and refreshment. 







	 	 																	 								 
 
	
														 	 	 	


	


More than a Pub: The Community Pub 
Business Support Programme – 
Bursary Award Application Form 


In short, we see The Avon supporting and actively 
promoting tourism in the area and reaping the benefits in 
the form of additional income arising. 


Please describe in about 250 words 
how the project will bring benefit to 
more disadvantaged groups within 
your community. 


The Avon does not currently provide disabled access and 
there are no toilet facilities for the disabled. It will be a 
priority to meet these shortcomings. The Avon does not 
currently facilitate meetings of local groups, resulting in 
limited attendance. We will actively seek to encourage 
meetings of community groups at The Avon and will seek 
to drive up membership and participation. In preparation 
for the community purchase we asked the community what 
features and facilities they would like to see on offer at The 
Avon. We will work with our appointed tenant to prioritise 
these to support our older residents who may otherwise feel 
excluded from participation. We will also promote 
volunteering in support of specific functions to be held at 
The Avon or for new ventures such as the initial launch of 
the business, hosting events or operations related to the 
proposed micro-brewery 


Please describe in about 150 words the 
evidence of community support for the 
project. (Please give details) 


Late 2014 a survey was carried out of local residents who 
indicated what services they would like to see offered at 
The Avon. A Public Meeting was held to consider buying 
the pub and attracted over 60 people to attend. As a result 
the Save the Avon Group was created. This group halted its 
activities when a private buyer bought The Avon. 
However, when the new owner closed the pub, after only 
four months of trading, there was a public outcry when a 
Planning Application for change of use to a residential 
dwelling was submitted. Over 80 residents and interested 
parties voiced their opposition to a change of use. 


Another survey was conducted in August 2016 to identify 
potential investors within the community. Without a 
Business Plan, Rules or a Prospectus, 24 investors pledged 
over £200k to purchase the pub. We are confident that 
more will get involved as we are able to share more 
information about the purchase 


Are there any businesses nearby 
offering similar services to those you 
are proposing? If yes please outline 
what steps you have taken to mitigate 
any negative impact your project may 


There are a number of pubs within five miles of Avon 
Dassett, none of which is operated for the benefit of the 
local community and most of which have different business 
offerings to that which we propose. The Falcon, at 
Warmington is the largest of these and offers Gastropub 







	 	 																	 								 
 
	
														 	 	 	


	


More than a Pub: The Community Pub 
Business Support Programme – 
Bursary Award Application Form 


have on them.  facilities on a grand scale. It is on a main road position and 
offers an extensive range of beers and lagers to drinkers 
and has over 130m covers indoors and another 150 outside. 
The Falcon is remote from any residential population and 
the majority of customers need to drive from surrounding 
towns and villages. We see no direct impact on their 
business from our proposed operations. Similarly, The 
Kitchen at Farnborough, has a different target customer 
base, in this case for fine dining, and we see no direct 
competition. There are two pubs, each within two miles of 
The Avon, where there may be an impact on their business. 
We plan to contact the owners of the  Merrie Lion at Fenny 
Compton and The Plough at Warmington to explain what 
we are doing and ensure that we don’t have competing 
functions on the same days and times. We will also actively 
seek to differentiate The Avon by offering unique services 
designed to attract new customers to the area. Examples 
include cyclists, walkers and customers for craft beers that 
we plan to brew on the premises.  


Are you anticipating raising funds 
through community finance (if so how 
much do you estimate you can raise?) 


Yes; we estimate that we will be able to raise between 
£250k and £350k through the sale of shares and by raising 
loans from the community. 


How many are involved with your 
steering groups / management 
committee? 


At present we have a small Management Committee of 
three people, all of whom are Parish Councillors. This 
Group was drawn from around 12 people who volunteered 
to be on a committee during our public meeting. We 
anticipate increasing the size of our Management 
Committee to around seven people, following a further 
public meeting. 


For our monitoring purposes please 
can you tell us how many volunteers 
you currently have? 


At the moment we have approximately 15 people whom 
have volunteered their services. At this point we have only 
had to draw on the specialist services of six or seven of 
them, but we anticipate widening both the number of 
volunteers and their involvement, in the coming weeks 


What is your estimated completion 
date? 


01/05/2017 


 
 
4. Proposed spend of the bursary award 


4.1. Please list how you propose to spend the bursary award. 







	 	 																	 								 
 
	
														 	 	 	


	


More than a Pub: The Community Pub 
Business Support Programme – 
Bursary Award Application Form 


Estimates should be supplied but we do not require written evidence of these at this stage. 
 
 
Valuation of The Avon  £1800 
Plunkett Model Rules, Membership and FCA Registration £  550 
Study Visit £  250 
Printing Costs Re Share Prospectus and Provision of a 
website 


£  150 


 
 
 
4.2. If you are intending to purchase the Plunkett Community Benefit Society Rules and 
Membership package the charges can be deducted directly from the bursary amount offered 
please tick the relevant box below if you would like this arrangement to be made (all prices 
are quoted inclusive of VAT). 
 
Plunkett Community Benefit Society Model Rules £570  ☐	


Plunkett Community Co-operative Membership £240 ☐ 


Combined package Plunkett Model Rules and Membership £550 x 


 
 
5. Payments will be paid directly to a community bank account.  Please give your bank 
details if available.  (You can supply this information later if a bank account for the 
community enterprise has not already been opened). 
 
Account name: 	


Account number:  


Sort code:  


 
6. I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information given on this 
application form and in any supporting material is correct. I understand on signing this 
declaration that the bursary offer, if successful, will only be valid for four months, and only 
paid on submission of receipts for eligible costs in line with this application.  
 
Signed (electronic signature ok): Darrell Muffitt	


Full Name: Darrell Muffitt 


Position: Councillor 


Address:  







	 	 																	 								 
 
	
														 	 	 	


	


More than a Pub: The Community Pub 
Business Support Programme – 
Bursary Award Application Form 


Date: 27/01/2017 


 
 
7. Checklist for Application  
 
Please provide the appropriate information to support your application.  Please tick the box 
where supporting information is provided. 
 
You have answered all of the questions on the form ☒	


The form has been signed ☒	


You have made a copy of this application to keep for reference ☒	


 
Please return this form by email to: 


support@plunkett.co.uk 
 


and a signed printed version complete with copy receipts to: 
Plunkett Foundation 


The Quadrangle 
Woodstock 
Oxfordshire 
OX20 1LH 


 
Tel:  01993 810 730 
Fax: 01993 810 849 


 
	 Office	use	only	


Approved	by:	


Date:	







England


Application form


You must only use the latest version of Adobe Reader to fill out this form. 
Do not use Preview or any other application.







Awards for All England 


Please note our processes have changed and we now require all organisations
including schools and other statutory bodies to provide us with the following:


� home addresses and dates of birth for all  contacts


� financial information


� the date the organisation was established. 


The help notes within the form provide further information.


� Before you start filling in this form make sure you have read the guide for 
applicants carefully.


� For some questions we have a maximum number of characters that you can 
use in your response, to give you an idea of the amount of detail we need. 
You may well be able to answer these questions in fewer characters than 
the maximum.


� We update our programmes from time to time, so if you have had this form for 
more than three months, contact us or visit our website to check that you have
the most up-to-date version. We published this version in August 2015.


If you have any questions or communication needs (such as Braille or large print,
screen reader, audiotape, sign language or a community language) please:


� call our advice line: 0345 4 10 20 30


� send us an email: general.enquiries@awardsforall.org.uk


� contact us using text relay on 18001 plus 0345 4 10 20 30 (for those with 
a hearing or speech impairment).


There are different Awards for All guidance notes and application forms for
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. These are available from the website or
advice line.


About this form


If you have downloaded this form
from our website or received it by
email you can type directly into it
and save your answers.


You should save the form to your
own computer first and you must
have the latest version of Adobe
Reader installed. Download it free
here.
http://get.adobe.com/uk/reader/  


We have produced an Adobe
Reader help note, which you can
get from our advice line.


You must not change any of the
questions or alter any part of the
form. If you do, we will not accept
your application.


If you are using a paper form
please write clearly in black ink
or type. 


Do not use correction fluid, as
your application will be returned.


1
WEB
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Awards for All application checklist
Awards for All Advice Line 0345 4 10 20 30 general.enquiries@awardsforall.org.uk


It is important that you work through this checklist before you start completing the Awards for All application form.


This checklist has been designed to help you decide if Awards for All is right for your project or organisation, before
you go to the time and expense of submitting an application. The checklist also helps us as it reduces the number
of ineligible applications we need to process, which means we can keep our costs down and give more money out
in grants.


Part one - You must be able to answer yes to one of the options in Part one to apply


Is your group a: Yes No


� voluntary or community organisation? 
(including if you are a registered charity or company)


� school?


� health body?


� parish or town council?


If you answered no to all of the above then your organisation is not eligible to apply to Awards for All. Awards for All
cannot fund organisations which make a profit, councils or individuals.  Please check the Who can apply section of
our guidance notes or contact us on the advice line above if you need clarification.


Part two - You must be able to answer yes to all of Part two to apply


Does your group: Yes No


� have its own bank account, which requires two unrelated people to authorise 
cheques and make withdrawals (including debit card or internet purchases and 
cash withdrawals)? This must be in the name of the organisation applying, 
unless you are a school.


� have at least three members on its governing body or board of directors?


About your project:


� is your application for between £300-£10,000?


� is your project start date at least four months from the date you will send us 
this application or is it flexible?


� will your project be completed within 12 months of receiving a grant?


If you answered no to any of the above, we may not be able to fund your project. Please refer to ‘Who can apply’ in
our ‘Guide for applicants’, or contact us on the advice line above.







3


Part three - You must be able to answer no to all of Part three to apply
Is your application for: Yes No


� a project we have given funding for in the last three years?          


� a project which is part of your normal work (this includes regular and repeat 
activities), unless it is more than three years since those activities or events have 
taken place, or they have been developed, for example they are to be run with new 
beneficiary types or in a new area? or are you an organisation with an annual 
income of less than £30, 000 in your last financial year.


� a project primarily to increase participation in sports, heritage or arts (in which 
case we suggest you look at the Other small Lottery grants page on the 
Awards for All England website)?           


� ongoing staff costs (including salaries of permanent or fixed term staff)?
                       


� activities that will happen or start before we confirm our grant (which for successful
applications is normally about four months from the date we receive your 
complete application)?           


� any costs you incur when putting together your application?           


� day-to-day running costs of your organisation (for example, utility bills, council 
tax, rent or insurance)?              


� contingency costs?    


� a project which includes land or building work costing more than £25,000
(including VAT)?           


� land or building projects where the ownership or lease is not yet in place? 


� fundraising activities for your organisation or others?                                  


� items that mainly benefit individuals (for example, equipment that is not shared)?                                                       


� items that are purchased on behalf of another organisation?


� loans or interest payments?                                                                           


� endowments (to provide a source of income)?                                                                         


� political or religious activities?                                                                         


� a project or activities that the state has a legal obligation to provide? 


� projects that you cannot maintain because of high ongoing costs or the need 
for specialist skills? 


� a project that cannot be completed within 12 months of receiving a grant?                           


� the purchase of alcohol?                                                                                 


� routine repairs and maintenance?                                                       


� used vehicles?                                                                                     


� VAT that you can recover?


If you answered yes to any of the above, we may not be able to fund your project. Please check our guidance notes for further
information or contact us on the advice line on page 2.







Part one – About your organisation


1. What is your organisation’s name and address?


Organisation legal name


Does your organisation use a different name in your day to day work?


No Yes


What other name do you use?


Organisation main or registered address including postcode


Postcode


2. What type of organisation are you?


Voluntary or community organisation 


School Health body Parish or town council


3. Organisation details


a) Charity Number (if applicable) 


b) Company Number (if applicable) 


c) Department for Education Number 
(if applicable) 


d) When was your organisation set up?        Day          Month          Year


e) How many people are on your organisation’s 
governing body or board of directors?


f) What is your VAT status? VAT registered                  Not VAT registered


What is your VAT registration number?


g) Are you a branch of a larger organisation?  No        Yes


If yes, what is the name of the larger organisation?


What is the address of the larger organisation? 


Postcode


Read these help notes


Question 1


Give the full name as it appears on
your governing document. Please
check this. If the full legal name is
incorrect, it may delay your
application.


Tell us your organisation’s main or
registered address, including
postcode. If you're successful,
this is the address we'll send your
offer letter to.


Question 2


Please tick one box only.


We explain what we mean by
voluntary and community
organisations on page 8 of our
Guide for applicants.


Question 3


If you are a charity and company,
please provide both. If you’re an
academy, provide the
Department for Education
number with the Companies
House number, if appropriate.
Give us the date when your
organisation adopted its current
legal status. This should be in your
governing document. If you're a
school or statutory organisation,
check with your administrative
body. If you don't know the exact
day or month, please give an
approximate date.


Give the total number of people
currently on your governing body
or board of directors. Refer to
‘Who can apply’ in our Guide for
applicants for further clarification.


Your VAT number should be
between 9 and 12 numbers long
and have no spaces.


If you are a branch of another
organisation that has
management and financial control
over you they may have some
legal responsibility if we give you
a grant.


4
WEB
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4b. Does your organisation have a website?


No Yes 


If yes, what is your website address?


5. Does your bank or building society account meet our requirements?


No Yes 
Bank or building society name 


Bank or building society address


Postcode


Account details


Organisation name on statements or passbook 


Is this the same as on your governing document?


No Yes


Account number 


Sort code 


Building society roll number, if applicable 


Address your bank or building society has for your organisation for this account


Postcode


Question 5


Your account must be in the name
of the organisation that is
applying for a grant and will carry
out the project.


We require at least two people to
sign each cheque or authorise a
withdrawal (including debit card
or internet purchases and cash
withdrawals). If you are a school,
a local authority bank account is
acceptable.


Read these help notesh) Are there any restrictions on                              No Yes
who can join your organisation?


If yes, what are they and why do you have them?
You can write up to 400 characters with spaces (about 50 words)


4a. What is the main email address for your organisation?


This should be the email address people use to contact your organisation.


If your organisation has a
membership we expect this to be
open to all and that anyone can
join, unless you can provide a
good reason why not. We will
usually consider proposing and
seconding to be unacceptable and
we expect there to be the right of
appeal for anyone refused
membership.


It can be a personal email address
if your organisation doesn’t have
an email address.
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Read these help notes


Question 6


The Charity Commission has
published useful information on
accounting and reporting at:
www.charitycommission.gov.uk/C
harity_requirements_guidance/Ac
counting_and_ reporting/


If you’re a registered charity we’ll
expect you to follow this guidance
but if you are not, you may still
find it helpful.


All applicants must provide
income and expenditure figures.
Give a projection for the first full
year if your organisation has been
running for less than 12 months.
Schools should include the whole
school budget.


6. Provide a summary from your most recent accounts


Are the figures below:


� information from the latest accounts approved by your organisation?


or


� a projection because your organisation has been running less than 15 months?


Account year ending: dd/mm/yyyy


Total income for the year (A) £


Total expenditure for the year (B) £


Surplus or deficit at the year end (A-B) £


Total savings or reserves at the year end £


Have your accounts been independently audited?


No Yes 


7. Who is the main contact for this application? 
(This MUST be a member of your group.)


Title Forenames (in full)


Surname


Position in organisation


Date of birth: dd/mm/yyyy


Home address


Postcode


Have they lived at this address for the last three years?


No Yes 


If no, give their prevous home address.


Postcode


Landline number (or text phone)


Second contact number (or text phone)


Email address


Question 7


This must be the person that
submits the application. They
should be someone from your
organisation who can talk about
your project and we can contact
during office hours. They must
be over eighteen years old. For
schools, someone who is
directly employed by the school
must submit the application 
(for example, a teacher or
administrator).


We need their date of birth and
home address for our standard
fraud prevention checks, so
please check that the
information provided is correct.


You must provide a landline
telephone number.
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8. Who is the senior contact for this application? 


� For voluntary and community organisations this must be your chair, 
secretary, treasurer or a senior member of your governing body.


� For companies this must be a director or the company secretary.


� For organisations that are both a registered charity and a company, 
this must be a director or the company secretary.


� For schools this must be your head teacher. 


� For parish and town councils this must be your clerk to the council. 


� For health bodies this must be your chief executive or director.


Title Forenames (in full)


Surname


Position in organisation


Date of birth: dd/mm/yyyy


Home address


Postcode


Have they lived at this address for the last three years?


No Yes 


If No, give their prevous home address.


Postcode


7


Read these help notes


Question 8


By voluntary and community
organisations we mean: registered
and unregistered charities,
companies or unincorporated
associations that are not-for-
profit, co-operatives, friendly
societies and industrial and
provident societies.


The senior contact must not be the
same as the main contact in
question 7.


They must be over eighteen 
years old.


We need their date of birth and
home address for our standard
fraud prevention checks, so please
check that the information
provided is correct.


Do you have any communication needs?  No Yes 


If yes, what are your communication needs? 
You can write up to 200 characters with spaces (about 20 words)


These might be textphone, sign
language, large print, screen
reader, audiotape, Braille or a
community language.
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Landline number (or text phone)


Second contact number (or text phone)


Email address


If we need to write to them, which address should we use?


The email address in this question


or


The address in this question.


Does your senior contact have any  No Yes
communication needs? 


If yes, what are they?


You can write up to 200 characters with spaces (about 20 words)


Read these help notes


You must provide a landline
telephone number.


Tick one box only. We may not
need to write to your senior
contact but in case we do, tell us
if they would prefer email or
letters.


These might be textphone, sign
language, large print, screen
reader, audiotape, Braille or a
community language.
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Part two – About your project
9. What is the name of your project?
You can write up to 70 characters with spaces (about 10 words)


10. What project or activities do you want us to fund? 
You can write up to 2,500 characters with spaces (about 300 words)


11. When will your project take place?


� Your start date should be at least four months after you send us your application.


� Your end date must not be more than 16 months after you send us your application.


Start date: End date:
dd/mm/yyyy dd/mm/yyyy


Is your start date: 


Fixed Flexible


Read these help notes


Question 9


Give us a short title that we could
use for publicity purposes. Try to
make it unique to your project.


Question 10


Describe your project. By ‘project’
we mean the event or activities
you plan to carry out using our
grant.


Be specific about what you will
do, how you will do it and what
you would spend the grant on.


There is more detailed information
about what we will and will not
fund on page 9 of the guide for
applicants. Read this carefully to
check that we can fund what you
want to do.
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12a. Where are the people who will benefit from your project based?


Local authority area


Full postcode


12b.Where will your project take place?


Give the location of the places where your project will happen.


� If your project will take place at (or be run from) a single location, enter its 
postcode, put 100 per cent and select it as the main location.


� If your project will take place at (or be run from) a number of locations, enter 
more rows and estimate a percentage for each one. Then select one postcode 
as the main location. 


� Please make sure the total adds up to 100 per cent.
� If the location doesn’t have a postcode, use one for a nearby building. 


Building name (or number) Postcode % per location Main location
in street


Read these help notes


Question 12


Tell us the local authority area and
postcode where the people who
will benefit from your project are
based.


If the people who will benefit are
from a number of places, give the
local authority area and postcode
where the most people will benefit.
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13. How much will your project cost?


a) How much will each item or activity cost and how much do you want from
Awards for All?


Item or activity A B
Total cost Amount requested 


from Awards for All


£ £


£ £


£ £


£ £


£ £


£ £


£ £


£ £


£ £


£ £


Totals £ £


Read these help notes


Question 13 a)


List all of the individual items or
activities that make up your
project.


Provide a breakdown for each
item if necessary. For example,
don’t just put furniture, list the
different items:
5 tables
30 chairs
5 desks


Include everything you will need
for the project, even if you are not
asking us to fund it.


Give the total cost of each item
or activity in column A and put
how much you want from us in
column B.


If you want us to fund all your
project costs then the figures in
column A and column B will be the
same.


You must not include any VAT that
you can claim back from HM
Revenue and Customs.


The total requested from Awards
for All must be between £300
and £10,000.


Please check that you have added
up the totals correctly.
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c) How have you worked out your costs? You can write up to 800 characters
with spaces (about 100 words)


14. Does your project involve work on land or a building,
including refurbishment?
(You MUST own the freehold of the land or building, or hold a lease that
cannot be brought to an end by the landlord for at least five years). 


No Yes 


If yes, you must answer both a) and b) below


a) Does your organisation:


own the freehold of the land or building


or


hold a lease of at least five years that cannot be ended by the landlord?


b) Is planning permission needed for your project?


Planning permission is not required


or


Planning permission is required and has been granted


12


Question 14


We may need you to send further
information about land ownership
if we offer you a grant.


If you need planning permission,
you must have it before you
apply.


We may need you to send
confirmation that planning
permission is not required, or 
that it is required and has been
granted.


b) If the total in column A is higher than the total in column B, where is the rest
of the funding coming from? You can write up to 800 characters with spaces
(about 100 words)


Question 13c)


Make sure the costs are accurate
and based on quotations where
possible.


Read these help notes


Question 13 b)


If you need to raise funds from
other sources you must be able to
show that you will be able to do
this and it will not affect your
project or cause a delay.


Let us know if you have already
raised some funds or plan to use
reserves or savings. 


If you have applied to other
funders but have yet to hear from
them tell us who they are and
when you expect a decision. If
you want us to fund all your
project costs and are not
contributing any funding from
other sources put not applicable.
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Part three – The difference your project
will make
15(a). Why is your project needed?  
You can write up to 1,500 characters with spaces (about 200 words)


15(b). What evidence do you have to show that your project is
needed? How have you consulted with the people who will benefit
from your project and what did you find out?   
You can write up to 1,500 characters with spaces (about 200 words)


Question 15(a)


Make sure you:


Tell us about the problems or
issues your group aims to address.


Question 15(b)


Examples of the types of
evidence you might use are:


� Organising a meeting that 
anyone interested in your 
project can come to.


� Carrying out a survey of 
people who use your service 
or those who might use it.


� Keeping a waiting list of people
who want to get involved in 
your activities or use your 
service.


� Finding out if there is a lack of 
your type of facility, service or
activities in the local area and 
whether people would use it if 
it was available.


� Researching any statistics 
about the people who would 
benefit from your project.


� Finding out if your project 
supports any local or national 
strategies.


� Evaluating previous projects or
seeking feedback on a pilot 
project.


A consultation can include
community surveys, focus groups
and public meetings; the findings
should be less than two years old.


If you can’t consult with the
people that you want to help, tell
us why.


We also want to know how:


� your project has been 
influenced by what people 
have told you


� you know that the people you 
want to help will use 
yourproject.


Read these help notes
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16(a). How will you promote and publicise your project?  
You can write up to 1,200 characters with spaces (about 150 words)


16(b). How will your project actively seek to involve as wide a range
of people as possible?’ 
You can write up to 1,200 characters with spaces (about 150 words)


Read these help notes


Question 16(a)


Explain what you will do to make
sure that people from different
backgrounds know about your
project and how to benefit
from it.


Question 16(b)


If you have identified any groups
who could benefit but are less
likely to take part, explain why
this is the case and what you will
do to tackle it. If your project will
involve the wider community tell
us how. If you plan to restrict who
can take part in your project you
should explain why, so that we
can consider if this is acceptable.
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17. What is the change or difference your project is going to make? 


Tick the outcomes that reflect the change or difference your project will make. 


Your project must meet at least one of the outcomes to be considered for a grant,
but you don’t have to tick all four boxes. Only tick the outcomes your project will
help to achieve.


People have better chances in life – with better access to training and 
development to improve their life skills.


Stronger communities – with more active citizens working together to 
tackle their problems.


Improved rural and urban environments – which communities are better 
able to access and enjoy.


Healthier and more active people and communities.


Tell us in your own words how your project will meet each of the
programme outcomes you have ticked.
You can write up to 3,000 characters with spaces (about 400 words)


Read these help notes


Question 17


Our outcomes are the changes or
differences that we want our
funding to achieve. 


Tell us in this section the
difference or change you intend
your project to make. 


Think about the change or
difference your project will have
on the local community or target
beneficiaries. 


Don’t just repeat the programme
outcomes using different words.
Think about how the change or
difference your project is going to
make reflects our outcomes. 
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18. Does your project involve work with children, young people under
the age of 18 or vulnerable adults?


No                                              Yes


If yes, as a minimum we expect you to:


� have safeguarding policies in place that are appropriate to your organisation’s 
work and the project you are asking us to fund


� review your safeguarding policies at least every year


� complete a rigorous recruitment and selection process for staff and volunteers 
who work with children, young people or vulnerable adults, including checking 
criminal records and taking up references


� check criminal records at least every three years


� follow statutory or best practice guidance on appropriate ratios of staff or 
volunteers to children, young people or vulnerable adults


� provide child protection and health and safety training or guidance for staff 
and volunteers


� carry out a risk assessment, if appropriate


� secure extra insurance cover, if appropriate.


Does your organisation meet these requirements?


No                                              Yes


If your organisation is registered with or inspected by bodies that enforce
safeguarding arrangements (such as OFSTED or the Care Quality Commission)
please give details below, including any reference numbers.


19. Do you have any of the following?


a) Public liability insurance No          Yes


b) Leaders’ qualifications No               Yes


c) Affiliation to a governing body No               Yes


d) Other insurance No                Yes


If you answered yes to any of the above, please give more details.
You can write up to 1,200 characters with spaces (about 150 words)


Read these help notes


Question 18


It is your responsibility to have
appropriate safeguarding policies
and procedures in place, which we
may ask to inspect at any time.


We may seek further information
from any bodies you are
registered with, or inspected by.


Question 19


Please answer a) to d).


Depending on the type of
project, you may need public
liability insurance or qualified
leaders.


Public liability insurance is
required for any public events.


If your project involves a
dangerous sport or activity, your
organisation should be affiliated
to a relevant governing body or
you must be working with fully
qualified leaders or instructors.
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Part four – Beneficiary monitoring
We want you to tell us who will mostly benefit from your project. When answering
each question you should consider the makeup of the population in the area where
you are delivering your project and who you think is most likely to use or get
involved in it. If you tick ‘No’, this means that you don’t expect any group or
groups will benefit more than other groups listed. If you tick ‘Yes’, this means that
your project will be particularly relevant to some of the groups listed.


We primarily ask these questions to understand the spread of our funding. 
There are no model answers. The information you give us will depend on what
your project is for. 


We will cross-reference the information you provide against other information
supplied in your application form. If there are any inconsistencies we may follow
this up with you.


20. Ethnic background 


Will your project mostly benefit people from a particular ethnic background?


No Go to 21 Yes            Tick up to three boxes below


White


English/Scottish/Welsh/Northern Irish/UK


Irish


Gypsy or Irish Traveller


Any other White background


Mixed/Multiple ethnic groups


Mixed ethnic background


Asian/Asian UK


Indian


Pakistani


Bangladeshi


Chinese


Any other Asian background


Black/African/Caribbean/Black UK


African


Caribbean


Any other Black/African/Caribbean  background


Other ethnic group


Arab


Any other ethnic group


The list of ethnic backgrounds we
use is taken from the 2011
Census. Remember that everyone
has an ethnic background. 


The category ‘mixed ethnic
background’ should only be
selected if your project will
mostly benefit people whose
parents are of two or more ethnic
backgrounds. It should not be
selected if your project will
benefit people from a range of
ethnic backgrounds. 
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21. Gender 


Will your project mostly benefit people of a particular gender?


No Go to 22 Yes            Tick one box below


Male 


Female


22. Age


Will your project mostly benefit people from a particular age group?


No Go to 23 Yes            Tick up to two boxes below


0-24 years


25-64 years


65+ years


23. Disability


Will your project mostly benefit disabled people?


No Yes


24. Religion or belief


Will your project mostly benefit people of a particular religion or belief?


No Go to 25 Yes            Tick one box only below


No religion 


Christian


Buddhist


Hindu


Jewish


Muslim


Sikh


Other religion 


25. Sexual orientation


Will your project mostly benefit lesbians, gay men or bisexual people?


No Yes


Please complete the checklist in Part five before sending us your application. 


The category ’disabled people’
should be selected if your project
will mostly benefit people with a
physical, mental, learning, sensory
or cognitive impairment.  
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Data Protection


We will use the information you give us during assessment and during the life of
your grant (if awarded) to administer and analyse grants and for research
purposes. We may give copies of all or some of this information to individuals and
organisations we consult when assessing applications, administering the
programme, monitoring grants and evaluating funding processes and impacts.
These organisations may include accountants, external evaluators and other
organisations or groups involved in delivering the programme.


We may share information with organisations and individuals with a legitimate
interest in Lottery applications and grants or specific funding programmes.
Contact details of successful applicants may be passed on to Members of
Parliament, Members of Scottish Parliament, Assembly Members and Members of
the Legislative Assembly for the purposes of informing them of the applicant’s
success.  We have a duty to protect public funds and for that reason we may also
share information with other Lottery distributors, government departments,
organisations providing matched funding or for the prevention and detection of
crime.


Your information may be transferred to an IT service provider based outside the
European Economic Area (EEA). If your information is transferred outside the EEA,
we will ensure it is sufficiently protected.


Information collected via survey or event registration software may be stored in
the United States of America. In these circumstances the information will be
stored in accordance with the U.S. and E.U. Safe Harbour framework. This means
the information will be collected, used and retained in a manner that ensures
adequate levels of protection and complies with EU Data Protection Legislation.


We will use personal information provided by you in order to conduct appropriate
identity checks. Personal information that you provide may be disclosed to a credit
reference or fraud prevention agency, which may keep a record of that
information and disclose that a search of its records was made to its customers.
We may undertake a search with Experian for the purposes of verifying your
identity. To do so Experian may check the details supplied against any particulars
on any database (public or otherwise) to which they have access. Experian may
also use your details in the future to assist other companies for verification
purposes. A record of the search will be retained.


If you provide false or inaccurate information in your application or at any point in
the life of any funding we award you and fraud is identified, we will provide details
to fraud prevention agencies to prevent fraud and money laundering. If you are a
company this will include the names of the Company Directors at the time of the
fraud. You must undertake to inform all Directors, Trustees and Committee
members of this notice.


You can obtain further details explaining how the information held by fraud
prevention agencies may be used by emailing
dataprotection@biglotteryfund.org.uk, by telephoning our advice line on 0345 4
10 20 30, or by writing to: 


Customer services
Big Lottery Fund
2 St James’ Gate
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 4BE
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Personal data requests are dealt with under the Data Protection Act 1998. If you
want to know whether we hold personal information about you, you should email
dataprotection@biglotteryfund.org.uk


Please refer to the Data Protection Act in your request. 


We may withhold access to your information where we have the right to do so
under The Data Protection Act 1998.


Freedom of Information Act


The Freedom of Information Act 2000 gives members of the public the right to
request any information that we hold. This includes information received from
third parties, such as, although not limited to grant applicants, grant holders,
contractors and people making a complaint.


If information is requested under the Freedom of Information Act we will release
it, subject to exemptions; although we may choose to consult with you first. If you
think that information you are providing may be exempt from release if requested,
you should let us know when you apply.


We'd like to keep in touch with your organisation about the Big Lottery 
Fund including information about new funding programmes and other 
Lottery good causes. If you'd rather not receive this type of information, 
please tick this box
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Part five – Finishing your application


You must tick all the boxes below to confirm that:


You have answered all the relevant questions in this application form.


You (the main contact named in question 7 of this application form) are
authorised to apply for a grant from us (the Big Lottery Fund) on behalf of
your organisation.


You understand that if you make any seriously misleading statements
(whether deliberate or accidental) at any stage during the application
process, or knowingly withhold any information, this could make your
application invalid and you could be liable to repay any funds to us.


Your organisation meets our eligibility requirements set out in our Awards
for All Guide for applicants under ‘Who can apply’ and has the legal power
to set up and deliver the project described in this application form.


If we make you a conditional offer you will send us the relevant documents
set out in our Awards for All Guide for applicants under ‘What we will ask
you to send us’ within 20 working days and you accept that we may
withdraw any conditional grant offer if you do not.


You understand and accept our obligations under the Data Protection 
and Freedom of Information Acts set out in our Awards for All Guide 
for applicants and on page 19 of this application form.


You are able to comply with the Awards for All terms and conditions of
grant, which are available on our website www.awardsforall.org.uk


Read these help notes


To apply for a grant from Awards
for All you must tick all the boxes.


Make sure that your governing
body or board of directors know
about this application and have
agreed that you can send it to us.


You must be able to comply with
our terms and conditions if we
offer you a grant. You should
check that you can before you
apply.


You can get a copy of our terms
and conditions of grant from our
website www.awardsforall.org.uk
or you can phone or email us and
we will send them to you.


Before you apply, make sure you
can provide all the information we
may ask for if we make a
conditional grant offer. This is
explained in ‘What we will ask you
to send us’ in our guide for
applicants.


Please go to Part six. 
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Part six- Sending us your application
We prefer to receive applications by email but we will also accept them by post.
When your application form is complete, email it to:


englandapplications@awardsforall.org.uk


Please put the name of your organisation in the subject field of your email. 
You will receive an automatic email from us confirming that we have received 
your application.


Or send your application to:


Awards for All England applications
Big Lottery Fund
2 St. James Gate
Newcastle Upon Tyne
NE1 4BE


Please do not send any other documents or a covering note. If we need more
information we will ask you for it during our assessment.
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		q16a: The Parish Council operates a communications database which goes directly to individuals in the village.  It would use this to promote the acquisition of the defibrillator, its siting, access to the equipment and training opportunities along with a list of contacts qualified to operate it.The Parish Council would also advertise the same information through posters on the notice boards, details within the minutes and run a feature on the Village Website.In addition, the village hosts a number of events including a Fete, Open Garden's, a Soap Box Derby etc.  The defibrillator would  be promoted at these events, subject to the permission of the organisers of the events.
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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 18th December 2017, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room. 
 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 


1) APOLOGIES: Darrell Muffitt, Martyn Heard.  Apologies were accepted. 


Present: Trevor Gill (Chairman), Mike Blakeman, Liz Hirst, Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright), 


Councillor Chris Williams, Councillor John Feilding. 


2) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3) CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  The minutes were accepted by the meeting and 


signed and dated by Trevor Gill.  


4) QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5) MATTERS ARISING: Email communication for Cotswold Conservation Board is outstanding 
and will be dealt with by TG.  Dates from Angela Lloyd regarding street cleaning are still being 


sought.  Patch Byrne will deal with the clearing of the leaves and a date is awaited for that work. 


The new mowing contractor has been appointed.  Clerk to chase receipt from Royal British 


Legion for the remembrance wreath. 


6) Adoption of New Councillor Code of Conduct.  


The Parish Councillors had reviewed the new Code of Conduct and unanimously decided to adopt 


the Councillor Code of Conduct adopted by Stratford upon Avon District Council on 16th October 


2017, so as to replace ADPC’s existing code of conduct.  The relevant forms will be signed by 


Trevor Gill, Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Martyn Heard and Liz Hirst.  ACTION: Clerk to 


send signed forms to SDC. 


Community   The stocks, outside the pub have been removed for renovation. 


a) Burial Ground:  Nothing to report.   


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  Nothing to report. 


c) Playground – (weekly inspection reports):   Liz Hirst reported that moss is appearing 


between the soft matting beneath the slide and creating a slippery surface.  ACTION: 


Parish Council to investigate. 


d) Superfast Broadband:  Jeremy Wright, MP has responded to the letter from ADPC and has 


sought information from the relevant agencies. 


e) Post Office:  Nothing to report. 


f) Village Communications and website:  Nothing to report. 


g) War Memorial: Trevor Gill attended a workshop.  The organisers are trying to obtain a 


comprehensive list of war memorials.  There is grant funding for the renovation and 


cleaning of war memorials.  The first stage is to register for Grade II listing.  Trevor is 


seeking information about the history of the memorial with the aid of Avon Dassett 


History Group. 


h) Sale of cricket field:  The field is currently for sale and a discussion took place regarding 


the various options available to try to ensure that the field is secured for the benefit of the 


village. The Parish Council is watching developments closely and will take actions that 


are appropriate to try to ensure ensure that the field is secured for the benefit of the village 


Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains (Church Hill).  The sign at the top of the hill has been replaced.   


There has been a complaint about the possible use of industrial grade herbicide on vegetation 


alongside a public footpath.  
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Lights number 4 and 8 have been reported a faulty.  Light number 8 has been repaired.  No 5 was 


repaired in error and the repairs to No 4 are being expedited.   


A quotation will be sought for a light on a timer, outside the Reading Room in order to illuminate 


the pavement. 


Environment/Maintenance 


i) Reading Room: Notice Board/Refurbishments at RR (Grant).  Nothing to report. 


Communication/Administration  


 


7) COUNCIL REPORTS:   


County Councillor Chris Williams (Appendix 1).   


District Councillor John Feilding (appendix 2).  


 


8) CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to 


meeting. 


 


9) Data Protection Course.  The Chairman and Clerk attended a course in November.  It is 


proposed to appoint the Clerk as the Data Officer for the PC. 


 


10) PLANNING (Declarations of interests):  


Decision:  17/02257/FUL Dassett Arena: REFUSAL 


 


11) FINANCIAL STATEMENT – Appendix 3. 


Payments:   18.12.17 WALC Cemetery Mgt       30.00 


18.12.17 T. Gill (Microsoft Office for laptop)     67.48 


18.12.17 Dave Hicks (planting of tubs) Inv 11.8.17 133.60 


18.12.17 Hide-Wright (Nov Expenses)      24.00 


Total Payments      255.08 
 


Debit Card Application: Trevor Gill explained that on occasion the Chairman and the Clerk are 


funding various items and claiming back on expenses. It was proposed to apply for a debit card 


for such purchases and for annual subscriptions.  There would be a limit on expenditure with the 


card which is to be decided and recorded in the Financial Standing Orders.  Proposed: Trevor 


Gill, Seconded: Mike Blakeman, unanimous. 


Budget 2018-2019.  The budget was recirculated and approved at the meeting.  (Appendix 4).  


The precept request form has been received and will be completed by the Clerk using the figures 


from the budget. 


12) MEMBER REPORTS: 


13) DATE OF MEETINGS in 2018: 22nd January, 5th March, 9th April, 14th May, 4th June, 2nd July,     


3rd Sept, 1st Oct, 5th Nov, 3rd Dec 2018. 


 


The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 


  







 


 


Appendix 1. 


 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 18th December 2017 


County Councillor’s Report 
 
 


 


 
 


 


County Council Activities – This has been a remarkably quiet period at the County Council with the main 


thrust being on preparations for next year’s budget.  There have been no issues that have a direct influence on 


the Parish of Avon Dassett. 


 


Children’s Centres – As I reported last month, consultation has ended and the Cabinet endorsed the report.  In 


effect, Chnildren’s Centres are being reorganised to face the issues that are of greatest concern.  In essence, the 


responsibility for Children’s Centres has been expanded to ensure that the age range is now up to 19 years of 


age when previously the impetus was on the under 5s.  Most of the work by Children’s Centres is conducted by 


outreach work.  Very few Children’s Centres are being closed and others are being changed.  For example, 


from one and a half hours per week to more realistic opening hours.  I can assure you that the Lighthorne Heath 


Centre will continue. 


 


Home to School Transport -  The consultation on revised conditions for this service has now ended and is 


being analysed.  No changes are envisaged until 2019 but personally, I believe, the safety criteria are being too 


liberally interpreted.  


 


Healthwatch – A bit of good news is that there is now a new website for Healthwatch Warwickshire.  The 


website provides information and advice about access to local health and social care services as well as 


signposting to other organisations.  It also provides practical advice if you need to make a complaint.  The 


contact details are info@healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk 


 


Winter Transport Readiness – With the start of snowy conditions and an icy winter, I am pleased to report 


that Warwickshire has an adequate supply of salt and grit to meet demands and this service has already been 


well used over the past weekend.  If you do have any grit bins it might be worthwhile checking that they are 


full.  These bins will be restocked free of charge on request.  With the bad weather we experienced between 9th 


– 12th December all 29 gritters were used, a total of 6,000 miles covered and a total of 900 tonnes of grit were 


distributed.  This represents 46% of all roads in Warwickshire. 


 


 


 Cllr Chris Williams 


 Member for Kineton & Red Horse Division - WCC     


 17.12.2017 


  



mailto:info@healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk





 


 


Appendix 2. 


Cllr Feilding Report 18 December 2017 


 


Report on Overview and Scrutiny Committee  


 


Severn Trent briefing from Severn Trent on water supply for Stratford-on-Avon District. 


 


The Water Resource Management Plan (WRMP), spanning 25 years, was outlined and 


highlighted a number of challenges that required to be addressed in order to maintain reliable, 


affordable and sustainable water supplies, which was seen as a huge change and an enormous 


challenge. The current usage was approximately one third each of river extraction, stored 


water (reservoir) and in-ground water. In order to meet the Water Framework Directive 


objectives, a reduction on reliance on certain sources would need to be considered along with 


changes to the balance of use between ground water and surface water. The draft WRMP 


would be submitted to the Secretary of State in December this year, and be published for full 


consultation in January 2018. The output from the WRMP would inform the five year 


business plan. 


  


Shakespeare England 


 


Helen Peters Chief Executive of Shakespeare's England. 


 


Gave an update on this Limited Company that represent members tourism in Warwickshire. I 


am concern about smaller historical events in the county. Also, I raised the matter of tourism 


in the area partially B&B etc 


 


Orbit 


 


There suddenly demand for mowing serves charges in the district; I have requested that they 


are interviewed by the committee. 


  


Horton Hospital 


 


We are still waiting for the results of the Judicial Review.  


 


CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) 


 


Comes into force from the 1 February. SDC will be charging developer the levy  


Data protection 


 


This should be applied in May 2018 


 
 


  







 


 


Appendix 3.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT December 2017, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  


 


Balance at close of business 30 November 2017  


Current Account  £       9,340.04 


Savings Account  £     12,832.12* Ring fenced funds 


and interest received. 


   


Bank Transactions 


 


Current Account  Chq/SO/DD/TRF/FPI In  Out 


6 Nov 17 Transfer to Deposit A/C  TRF   500.00 


6 Nov 17 Hide-Wright Nov Exp  TRF     60.99 


6 Nov 17 Frank Mann Farmers  TRF   147.60 


6 Nov 17 T. Gill Data Protection Course TRF     45.00 


16 Nov 17 T Gill ADPC laptop  TRF   548.00 


20 Nov 17 Npower    DD     28.00 
21 Nov 17 Hide-Wright Nov Salary TRF   324.51 


 


Deposit Account     In  Out   


 


6 Nov 17 Transfer from Current A/C  500.00 


9 Nov 17 Interest         0.53    


 


Payments Authorised From The Meeting 


18.12.17 WALC Cemetery Mgt     30.00 


18.12.17 T. Gill (Microsoft Office for laptop)   67.48 


18.12.17 Dave Hicks (planting of tubs)  133.60 


18.12.17 Hide-Wright (Nov Expenses)    24.00 


Total Payments     255.08 
 


New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 


 


Description Amount 


Neighbourhood Watch    £    


185.00 


St John’s Steps Appeal Funds         £       
86.19 


I.T. Equip & Software £    545.93 


Play area lease  £    200.00 


Reading Room Maintenance £ 8,810.00 


Playground £    250.00 


Parish Plan £ 2,000.00 


Village Cemetery £    275.00 


Village Maintenance £    230.00 


Defibrillator £    250.00 


Total £12,832.12 


 







 


 


. 


Appendix 4.  Budget 
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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 6th March 2017, 7.30pm at The Reading Room. 


 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 


 


1. APOLOGIES: (with acceptance of apologies). Mike Blakeman. These were accepted by the 
Councillors.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, Seconded: Martyn Heard. 


Present: Trevor Gill (Chair), Liz Hirst, Martyn Heard, Darrell Muffitt, Councillor Chris Williams (left 
the meeting at 7.45pm), Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright).   


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None. 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: The minutes were accepted by the meeting and signed 
and dated by Trevor Gill.  Proposed: Darrell Muffitt, Seconded: Liz Hirst. 


4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


5.  MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a) Burial Ground: The Clerk confirmed that she has received an application for a headstone for 
Mr George Randerson.  The application details are within the requirements of the 
regulations. ACTION: Clerk to confirm that the headstone can be installed.  


b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report. 


c) Playground – (weekly inspection reports): Trevor Gill confirmed that the play area is in good 
condition. 


d) Superfast Broadband: Trevor Gill is trying to get an answer about alternative connection 
options. 


e) Post Office:  The new equipment is due to be installed by the end of the month. 


f) Village Communications: Darrell Muffitt confirmed more residents have joined the database.  
A welcome pack has been given to some new residents of the village. 


Trevor commented on the difficulties being faced in putting items onto the Avon Dassett 
Community website because of their size and our security requirements.  In at least one 
instance, the security of a file appears to have been removed from a file, during uploading.  
The Parish Council has an obligation under the Transparency Act and is now seeking to post 
up large documents to comply with this as well as seeking to keep residents better informed.  
The Parish Council has decided to consider the alternatives to meet the requirements of the 
Parish Council, moving forward and with a view to the future requirements under the 
Transparency Act.   


g) The Avon Pub:  Darrell Muffitt commented that the Avon Dassett Community Benefit 
Society (ADCBS) has been set up with a number of people signing up with pledges of 
money.  A bid has gone from the ADCBS for the purchase of the pub and no response had 
been received at the time of the PC meeting. 


h) Defibrillator Cabinet: Quotation from Tranter £780 plus VAT:  Trevor Gill confirmed that 
the Big Lottery Fund has approved the application.  The cabinet will be installed at the 
Reading Room.  TG is in contact with the West Ambulance Services regarding training.  A 
number of people have volunteered to be trained in the use of the defibrillator.  Purchase of 
Defibrillator Cabinet Proposed:  Darrell Muffitt, seconded: Martyn Heard, unanimous. 


i) Big Lottery Fund grant application for, a cabinet and training: Trevor Gill confirmed that 
grant has been and the necessary documentation will be completed to enable the funds to be 
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received.   


j) Street lighting maintenance quotation.  The annual maintenance cost has been received and is 
set at £133.34.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, Seconded: Liz Hirst. 


k) Audit – Appointment and annual review of documents.  The Clerk confirmed that the 
documents are under review.  She also suggested that the historical papers she holds could be 
scanned and uploaded online.  The Parish Council agreed that this could be undertaken. 


l) Gaydon Lighthorne Heath B4100 Treatment:  Mike Blakeman had attended a meeting to 
discuss this matter.  He had sent a report to the Councillors.  Appendix 1. 


Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains. Trevor Gill requested Chris Williams to ask Patch Byrne to clear 
the leaves from the pavement on Church Hill.  Trevor Gill suggested that the drains are jetted in 
April. 


Environment/Maintenance 


m)  Green areas (including condition of verges):  Trevor Gill confirmed that a second quotation 


arrived this afternoon.  ACTION: Clerk to make comparison between the two quotations and 


report to the Parish Council for their decision on which contractor to appoint. 


n)  Reading Room: The Clerk asked whether there was a microwave in the Reading Room so that 
visitors, including the election officers, could have some way of producing hot food during polling 
days which span from 6am to 10pm.  Trevor Gill confirmed that he would look into this. 
 


Communication/Administration  
 
6. COUNCIL REPORTS: County Councillor’s Report together with District Councillor’s Report in the 


absence of an Elected Member 
 
1. County Council Budget – Having settled the County Council Budget and precept setting process on 2nd 
February 2017 and reported to you on 6th February the Council has moved into a pre-election period and is in the 
process of tidying up as much County Council business as possible.  As a technicality, the election period 
commences on Friday 24th March and continues to election day on 4th May.  I will, of course, advise the Parish of 
any issues that may arise that would have an impact upon Avon Dassett. 
 
2. District Council Budget -  The District Council met on Monday 27th February 2017 to set the Budget for 
the next financial year. The event was shorter than usual and the meeting had finished within two hours.  Council 
Tax will rise by 2% for the next year which equates approximately to £1 per week increase for a Band D property.  It 
is interesting to note this year that the Police are not increasing their precept and that the County Council budget has 
been kept to a minimum of 3.9%.  The District Council has been extremely prudent with expenditure during the past 
year and are no longer working with adjoining authorities in an attempt to reduce operating costs by sharing services.  
The trial did not reveal any worthwhile savings. 
 


Chris Williams summarised the meeting about the B4100.  Darrell Muffitt asked whether there would be 
any co-ordinating with Oxfordshire in order to maintain the speed limit at 50mph.  Darrell Muffitt also 
asked what would happen when vehicles turn off the B4100 into Avon Dassett where it is derestricted and 
then moves into a 30 mph zone.  Councillor Williams confirmed that there needed to be a review and 
rationalisation of the situation.  The Parish Council stated that they would raise this matter at a later date. 
 
7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting. 


8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests):    


9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


6th March 2017   Tranter (Defibrillator Cabinet)  TRF    £780.00 
6th March 2017   WCC Street Light Maintenance (Inv 10163192)TRF    £133.34 
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6th March 2017   Clerk Expenses (Feb)  TRF    £101.09 
Total Expenditure                  £1,014.43 
 
The Clerk was asked to move £4,000 from the current account to the Deposit account for improvements to 
the Reading Room.  ACTION: Clerk to move funds from Current to Deposit account. 
 
10.    MEMBER REPORTS: The Clerk confirmed that the renewal of the insurance has been received 
(£472.36) and will go forward for payment from the next meeting.   


Trevor Gill attended a recent talk on dementia.  The discussions included what resources are in place for 
local residents and how this could be improved.  This may be a support group which can direct people to 
the relevant resources.  The Parish Councillors were happy for these discussions to continue. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS: 3rd April, 22nd May, 26th June,  No meeting in July, 7th Aug, 4th Sept,  
9th Oct, 6th Nov, 4th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 







 
 


 


Appendix 1: B4100 Treatment. 
 


 
 
 







 
 


 







 
 


 







 
 


 


 









