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Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council                         


Monday 7
th


 February 2011 


The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm.          341 


 1.  APOLOGIES: DH, LHF. The meeting was not quorate and therefore no decisions can be made until the 


next full meeting in March. All Parish Councillor‟s had previously agreed that the meeting should go ahead 


to facilitate the exchange of information and in order to settle accounts. 


 2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


 3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes could not be accepted because the meeting was not 


quorate.  Their acceptance is therefore carried forward to the March meeting. 


 4. MATTERS ARISING: ACTION 


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.  


Roads (JB to lead) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains 


Traffic: Speed camera visited on 25th January feedback showed the following 


13 cars heading NE. Average speed - 36.5 mph 


11 cars heading SW. Average speed - 30 mph 


Roads: Pot holes throughout the village were reported to Patch Byrne on 17
th
 January and should be filled 


very shortly. 


Speed restriction sign was also reported as leaning and an order for a new post has been raised by Patch 


Byrne.   


Grit bin – Following the January meeting guidance was sought from Patch Byrne with regard to replacing 


the stolen grit bin. Patch does not support our idea about placing the new bin on AD side of the crossroads 


Patch proposes that: ‟ the bin is sited on or near to its original position, and that it is embedded 


approximately 8-10 inches  into the ground, this should stop all but the most determined thieves. To stake 


the bins would only result in salt leaching into the verge so that is not possible, Slabs could easily be 


removed and would not be much of a deterrent. However if the bin could be marked in someway that 


certainly would be a deterrent; an ADPC or a smart water sign would do nicely‟.  


Patch has advised a capacity in excess of 120litres. As the purchase had already been agreed in a previous 


meeting Helen can order the bin and Patch‟s team will dig it in and fill it.                                                                                                  


ACTION: HHW to Order Bin 


The dead fox close to the motorway bridge has been removed by Streetscene 


The faulty light on St John‟s church gate has been mended. 


Information on the Snow Code has been added to the website. There are 20 leaflets to be distributed 


through the village. 


Drains- Nothing to report 


 Environment/Maintenance (DH/AR to lead) 


c) Playground:  An inspection of the playground will be undertaken by SDC‟s Community Leisure 


Department during the second week of February. 


d) St John‟s: Tea Party on 25
th


 June. Info has been circulated via the Compton Chronicle.  To date the 


Fete Committee and Gardening Club are going to provide a display. Feldon Archeology and Warmington 


Heritage Group will be attending and Brian Aldrich will be showing some of his paintings. Crafts yet to be 


confirmed. ACTION: HHW to contact Abacus 







e) Upkeep of „green areas‟                   342 


Reminder that Contractor should contact Jill prior to commencement of maintenance for a walk through the 


village.                                                         ACTION: HHW to contact contractor 


f)  Cemetery – Revised rules and plans 


Thanks to Anthony Buckingham of Estee Design for drawing up the new plans so promptly. Unfortunately 


the information he acted on has subsequently been amended. The revised plan has been circulated for 


comments and will be sent to Tony for comment after the meeting.  Parish Councillors are requested to 


familiarise themselves with the rules ready to finalise them at the next meeting.   


                                                                                                               ACTION: COUNCILLORS 


Local undertakers should be advised of the new cemetery layout as soon as the new plans are received.                                                                                                                                       


ACTION: HHW 


Updated cemetery rules should also be sent to local undertakers.                    ACTION: HHW 


Communication/Administration 


Graham Raspin, Democratic Office at SDC has been notified of Andy Rutherford‟s resignation and 


supports our decision to carry the vacant councillor position until the election in May 


Councillor Williams addressed the meeting saying that nominations needed to be recorded by the 25
th


 


March.  He advised that there would need to be three Parish Councillors as a minimum to make the Parish 


Council quorate. If there are vacancies, these can be filled by co-option. 


Information for Election 


Graham will be sending us copies of the official Notice of Election to advertise the parish council election 


and nomination papers for us to distribute to interested persons. In the event of a poll the election will 


occur on 5th May. 


JB stated that she would be happy to speak to anyone considering a role on the council about what is 


involved.   Councillors stated that they will hand over papers and files to the incoming councillors to 


ensure a smooth transition. 


Notice Board- £1000 was identified in next year‟s budget to replace the notice board outside the Reading 


room which is not water tight.   Literature on potential notice boards were passed to the Clerk for 


consideration by the new members of ADPC. 


WALC Briefing Training Day:  No-one was able to attend. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. County Fiscal Matters – The proposed budget for 2011/12 will be set on 15
th
 February 2011.  The broad outlines 


of the budget have already been published.  In essence, over a four year cycle it was agreed that the bulk of savings 


would be imposed during the next financial year.  All departments operating within the County Council will have to 


work with 20% less money than previously.  Savings have been made by reducing staff costs where possible and it 


is proposed to dispose of surplus buildings owned by the County Council as soon as possible.  There has been much 


publicity about headline cuts.  For instance, the Press have made much of the decision to focus on reducing the 


Youth Service but this is not the case and we are hoping to transform the way the Youth Service works and I am 


sure the Youth Club in Kineton will continue and the Youth Workers will still be present but with different 


organizations supporting their activities other than the County Council.  Subsidising rural transport is an area that is 


deemed uneconomic and certainly any rural bus services outside regular core time will not continue.  It is just not 


viable to run a bus with two passengers on board.  It is anticipated that through the Big Society agenda alternative 


services can be provided efficiently and at a great saving to the tax payer.  Other areas of savings include:- 


 


(1) turning off street lighting owned by the County Council between the hours of 12.00 midnight to 5.00 a.m. 


(2) stopping the County Music Service and transferring this operation to a Trust Service 


(3) the cost of rural transport in providing students aged 16 and above will increase from its present level of 


£475 annual charge to £660.  It is estimated that this particular change in policy will save the County 


Council in the region of £700,000 per year.  This level of charging is similar to that already charged by 


other authorities. 







(4) Change in the way we car for the aged.  This includes stopping the building of new care houses; possibly 


selling off existing care homes owned by the County Council and improving the care of the aged allowing 


them to stay in their own homes. 
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I must reiterate that these changes in the way the Council works are subject to approval by the full Council at the 


Budget meeting on 15
th
 February. 


 


2. District Council Budget – The District Council is formulating its budget.  As with the County Council there are 


various options being considered and public consultation has been carried out identifying the public‟s preference as 


to where savings can be made.  The budget is to be decided on 28
th
 February.  Contrary to Press speculation, never 


let the facts get in the way of a good story, there is no proposal to introduce a charging regime for the Green Waste 


Collection, nor are we proposing to introduce charges for car parks in market towns, nor reduce our investment in 


CCTV and Tourism.  Most of the savings will come from improved savings and reduction in staff employed by the 


Council. 


 


3. Gritting – One consequence of the bad weather during November and December is the damage to roads in our area.  


Unlike last winter, when there was a succession of freezing weather and thaws, this year there has been one 


relatively slow thaw resulting in less damage than we encountered last winter.  The priorities have been in repairing 


A and B roads first and then we will get on to the C and D roads as soon as possible.  We are aware than on country 


roads where there is no kerbing, the road side has broken rather than creating potholes in the centre of the road.  The 


restoration will probably be spread throughout the year but potholes, where necessary, will be temporarily filled.  It 


is worth noting that the snow clearance programme in Warwickshire was far more effective than neighbouring 


counties and I believe full credit should be given to the Highways team for their performance.  


 


4. Library Service - We have to cut £2 million from our £7.4 million Library Service.  To do this major reform of all 


our services is necessary.  Of the £2 million cuts about £1 million is proposed from the Libraries Network and £1 


million will be found from the support and management services.  Currently, we have 34 separate Library buildings 


throughout Warwickshire and of these only 4 libraries account for 90% of the total use of libraries in the County.  In 


our own area, the libraries at Harbury and Kineton have been identified as being no longer sustainable in their 


current form.  The library in Southam will operate with reduced opening hours of up to 35 hours per week.  There 


will be a period of consultation between now and July before any decision is taken regarding the future of those 


libraries that are not considered sustainable.  Thought has been given as to how the Mobile Library Service can 


provide better value for money and one example is to consider calling on villages in the evening and at weekends 


and for possibly spending more time at each location.  Ultimately, our aim is to look at alternative ways of 


providing our service to our customers and the Council is looking as to how this could be done with local 


communities. 


 


5. Community Forums -  The next meeting of the Wellesbourne and Kineton Community Forum will be held on 


Thursday 3
rd


 March at Wellesbourne Primary School.  The evening will start with a Police Surgery at 6.30 p.m.  


Community Forums are growing in importance and I do hope that the record of attendance by Parish Councillors 


from Kineton will continue.  If at all possible, if members of the community would like to attend so much the better.  


The evening‟s agenda will include a presentation by Graeme Smith, Chief Fire Officer, covering such items as 


Localism and the Big Society. 


 


Cllr Chris Williams, Member for Kineton Division – WCC.  Member for Fenny Compton Ward SDC 06.02.11. 


PLEASE NOTE THAT CW POINTED OUT THAT THE COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING WILL BE 


HELD ON THE 16
th


 MARCH, 6.30pm at LADBROKE VILLAGE HALL.  THERE WILL BE A TALK ON 


LOCALISM AND HO W TO CULTIVATE IT IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES: THIS CHANGE OF DATE 


AND VEUNE WAS INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY CW AT THE  MEETING.  CW also added that the 


subsequent meeting will be on the 2
nd


 June at the Dassett School, Fenny Compton.                                                             


JB requested to know where the parcels of land are located in Avon Dassett which were referred to by CW at 


the meeting.                                                                                                  ACTION: CW 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE: Was distributed. 


7.  PLANNING  - Knight‟s Farm replacement roof 







After consultation with all members of the council, it was agreed that the resolution to delegate power to the 


clerk to make a response on behalf of the Parish Council be used. This delegation is possible under the Loc 


Gov Act 1972 s101. 
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HHW summarised the discussions and will enter a “No representation” onto the planning website.    


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT  


Appendix A 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT February 2011 


 


The financial statement could not be accepted as the meeting was not quorate. It will be carried over to March 


meeting. All parish councillors agreed that the following emergency cheques should be issued  to ensure 


prompt payment of bills and salaries. 


 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 31/1/11 


Current Account £1,249.61 


Savings Account £6,524.93 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


Clerk (December) £223.23  1081 


Sue Harris (Jan Cleaning) £10.00  1082 


Estee Design (Cem. Drawings) £50.00  1083 


W. Sherriff (Feb Coffee Morning) £6.23  1084 


Chubb (Annual rental & Maintenance) £174.90  1085 


Stratford D.C. (Website Training) £54.00  1086 


Warwickshire C.C. (Street Lighting Maint.) £285.84  1087 


H. Hide-Wright (Stamps) £3.84  1088 


 


Total cheques £808.04 


 


ACTION: HHW will request new bank mandates ready for incoming Councillors. 


 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS – Clerk‟s holidays have been agreed and JB and SR will cover incoming emails 


during the period - 21
st
 Feb to 25


th
 Feb inclusive (5 work days) 13


th
 to 26th April inclusive (10 work days) 


 


JB will add some census information to the village website 


 


The grate and one of the side pieces of the fire have disintegrated so the fire will not be useable until they are 


replaced. This will be discussed in full at the next meeting. 


 


Emergency pack received from Eon to be left in RR 


 


Thanks to Pete Wallace for securing the notice board within the RR. 


JB asked if it would be advisable to bring the lap top to meetings in order to consider planning drawings once 


paper drawings are withdrawn.  Due to poor mobile signal at the RR it was thought best to download the 


information prior to the meetings so that it could be accessed for debate. 


 


Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge: This will be discussed at the next meeting. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 7
th
 Mar, 4


th
 April, 16


th
 May, 6


th
 June, 4


th
 July, 1


st
 Aug, 5


th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 


Nov, 5
th
 Dec.                                                                     The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 








              


            348 


Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council                         
Monday 4t


h
 April 2011 


 


The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm. 


 


 1. APOLOGIES:  Sarah Richardson 


 2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


 3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Signed by JB, seconded by DH. 


 4. MATTERS ARISING: ACTION 


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch  


LHF commented that it had been quiet until a series of Farm watch emails had been received.  In addition there were 


concerns that with the imminent switchover from analogue to digital TV and Radio, unscrupulous individuals could 


try to gain access into homes on the basis of being technicians, Residents are encouraged to always seek 
identification before allowing people to access their homes. 


Councillor Williams commented that there have been significant changes to police services.  Community policing 


may be controlled from Stratford.  Two officers are moving out of the area and an officer from Wellesbourne will 
take over their area. 


Roads (JB to lead) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains  


Roads- A second defect was raised by Patch on 14
th
 March to fill the pot holes missed in the last batch. The missing 


speed sign and ring of rusty metal it left has been reported for a third time. 


Grit bin – has been delivered. Awaiting a date from Patch as to when it will be installed 


Village road was swept 29th March. This happens roughly every 10 weeks but only on sections which have 
kerbstones.  


Traffic- The speed camera visited on 24
th
 March. This will be the last visit under the present scheme.  


16 cars heading NE - average speeds 33.5 mph 


18 cars heading SW - average speeds 30 mph 
 


The village road has been set up as a mobile camera site monitored regularly by the police who are aware of the 


speeding issues. 


Speedaware: change to service – Carry forward to the May agenda for the new PC to make a decision as to whether 


to continue with this service now that it will incur a cost. As they are keen to promote this new service Poonam has 


agreed to provide it in half day blocks to AD instead of full days at no extra cost if the PC felt that it would be more 
beneficial. 


Street lighting was discussed and the quotation for maintenance was presented to the meeting.  Maintenance costs 


per light have been reduced to £6.33 per light, representing a significant saving of over £16 on previous years.  It has 


been confirmed that Avon Dassett has 8 mercury lights which will be outlawed by 2015 and therefore will need to be 
replaced. 


Drains- nothing to report 


Environment/Maintenance (DH/AR to lead) 


c) Playground:  No update.  The report from the inspection of the play area has not yet been received. 


d) St John‟s:  The summer tea party is still being planned for the 25
th
 June 2011.  However, the poor state of the 


church steps is cause for concern.  LHF has met with Gabriella of the Church Commission and shown her the extent 


of the problem.  LHF subsequently met with Tim Berwick, contract Manager of SDC.   


He has confirmed that Health and Safety make the repair of the steps a priority.  A warning notice has gone up on the 


gate to the church.  A builder has examined the site.  Concrete steps have been cost at around £7k.  Wooden steps are 


being investigated.  LHF has suggested that if concrete steps are used, perhaps the concrete could contain a dye to 







temper the brightness of the finish.  LHF has requested that works are completed before the 25.6.11.  349 


LHF understands that SDC will pay for the new steps on the grounds of health and safety.                                     


LHF has had a site meeting with Pete Wallace to discuss a new opening into the vestry and bell tower.  Pete had 
produced impressive and attractive design.  ADPC thanks Pete Wallace for his work on this project and hopes that it 


will come to fruition soon one Gabriella of the Church Commission has considered the ideas. 


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟: JB met with the new contractor on 28
th
 March and the village green areas had their first 


cut on 30
th
 March. A great improvement has already been noted. Thanks to Michael Mann 


Village tidy up day 16
th
 April- suggested jobs- planting of shrubs in RR garden, remove brambles from cemetery 


verge, tidy up shrubs around village signs, clear away all dead branches and twigs from green areas. 


– Village tidy up:  JB has listed a series of projects for the Tidy up Day.  This will include planting of the shrubs 


recently obtained on behalf of ADPC by LHF. 


JB proposed that the £395.20 from sale of Worrall goods be spent on low maintenance shrubs for the front   


of the Reading Room and each of the three signs at the entrances to the village. Shrubbery will be planted near 


to village signs to enhance the look but provide low maintenance needs. Proposed by JB, seconded by LHF 


Tricia Dow has offered to donate a small horse-chestnut tree.  After discuss it was decided to accept this kind offer 


and explore planting it in the play area or another suitable location. 


f) Cemetery – Revised rules:  JB confirmed that the revised rules and plans have been sent out to local undertakers 
and the Cemetery Warden.  No feedback has been received.  The plans and rules are now fully adopted. 


 JB explained that the RR fire has disintegrated in areas.  A solid fuel kit Inc fire front, grate, ash pan and handle = 


£89.95 +£8.95 delivery, Clay back £49.95 approx. The councillors agreed to the purchase of replacement parts as the 


fire is still used.  JB will purchase replacements on behalf of ADPC. 


Communication/Administration (SR to lead) 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


The next Community forum will take place on the 8
th
 June, 6.30pm at the Dassett School.  The subject for discussion is 


“youth” and all are encouraged to attend.  The CF supports local initiatives and does have a budget. 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 04.04.11. 
County and District Councillor’s Report  


 
 


1. Fiscal Matters SDC – SDC debated the budget proposals on Monday 28th February 2011.  This year SDC will not 


be increasing the rate that is charged for Council Tax.  I can confirm that despite ill-founded rumours in the local 
Press there will be no additional charge for collecting green waste, nor will a charging regime be introduced for 
parking in market towns such as Southam.  The savings will be achieved by reducing the number of staff together 
with partnership working with local councils and in some places reducing the level of service.  For example, the cost 
of the CCTV operation in Stratford and the other market towns will be shared with Warwick operating one joint 
control centre.  The Council is looking for partners to share the cost of running Public Toilets in Stratford and market 
towns.  In our own particular case, the Public Conveniences in Southam will probably be transferred to the Town 
Council but I must stress that at this moment in time nothing has been finally decided.  Unfortunately, negotiations 
between Stratford and Warwick DCs did not come to fruition and negotiations have now been opened between 
Malvern DC and Stratford with a view to sharing costs such as Chief Executive and other senior staff members.  
This process is well established with other authorities that share synergies. 


 
2. Southam and Feldon Community Forum – The next meeting of the Community Forum is on 8th June and will be 


held in The Dassett School, Fenny Compton commencing with the Police Surgery at 6.30 p.m.   The Forums are 
growing in importance and as it is local I hope that some residents will attend. 


 
3. Fiscal Matters – WCC - Having approved a very challenging budget for the next four years, the County Council 


are now entering a period of re-organisation.  One of the tasks facing the County is to cut £2 million from the 
Library Service over the next three years.  To do this a major reform of how we operate our libraries will have to be 
undertaken.  The proposals include reducing Library Opening Hours and its Mobile Libraries from five to three.  We 
are now entering a period of consultation which ends of 9th June and some of the options being considered are:- 


 


(a) Extending existing services to housebound people provided by volunteers 
(b) Order and direct delivery by village and community agents or volunteers 
(c) Community drop-off points for books 







(d) Continuing to support a postal service to visually impaired people                                                       350 
(e) Providing library-related learning activities at community venues etc. children’s centres 
(f) Books could be delivered to your home but a charge would be likely for this 
(g) Community-run libraries 


 
We would like to hear your views and you can consult using ‘Consult online’ at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/facingthechallenge.   
 
As further changes occur to the way the County works, I will keep the Parish Council informed. 
 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE: Was distributed at the meeting. 


It is possible that the current twice weekly bus service to Banbury may be reduced to once a week as part of WCC‟s 


budget revisions. 


Information received from Warwickshire Libraries about possible changes to services and further Information about a 12 


week public consultation will be put on website and village notice boards. 


 


7.  PLANNING:  No new planning applications.  Notices of Decision were read out at the meeting: 10/02744/LBC, 


10/02741/FUL, and 10/02741/FUL 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT HHW 


The present council will meet on May 9
th
 to deal with outstanding invoices, salaries and bills before their term of office 


officially ends.  The meeting will ensure continuity of payment to suppliers prior to officer changes and banking 


signatories. 


Note: Clerk will receive an increment rise in her salary payable from April and RR cleaner‟s pay increased to £11 per 
clean from April also. 


Appendix A 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT April 2011 
Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 31/3/11 


Current Account £1,257.75 


Savings Account £5,205.42 
 


     


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 
Clerk (March) £251.97  1095 


Sue Harris (Mar Cleaning) £10.00  1096 


Zurich Insurance £624.52  1097 
WALC Annual Subscription £84.00  1098 


SDC Business Rates £91.59  1099 


Lily Hope-Frost (shrubs) £87.63  1100 


Total cheques £1,149.71 
 


Income                                                                                                                                                                     
Hire of RR (Jo Cross, Regional Development Officer, TCCT) £5.00 
Sale of Worrall goods   £5.00 


Hire of RR (Avon Carrow Management committee)   £5.00 


Total cash             £15.00 


 


Cheques were proposed by LHF and seconded by DH. 


JB thanked SR and HHW for preparing the budget review and read out a report written by SR. All agreed that Sarah notes 


should make the budget position very clear to the incoming parish council.    


Comments to accompany Budget Report (to March 2011) 


 


Income 
 


Once the final instalment of the precept is received, we will have met 90 per cent of our projected budget. However, this 


figure masks some fluctuations. We did not realise the VAT reimbursement figure and this was probably set too high  



http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/facingthechallenge
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following the high expenditure (via grants) in the previous year. We received no grant income (projected £500) but did 
received £425 in donations. Rent from hire of the Reading Room was also high this year.     


 


Expenditure 
 


Overall, we underspent on the Reading Room (70 per cent of the projected budget). This was mostly because of the low 


maintenance costs, but this is clearly an important area to provide funds for. 
Our administrative costs were higher than budgeted (120 per cent) and this is mainly due to transition costs with a new 


clerk. The budget for next year has been set higher to reflect our experience of actual costs this year (rather than projected 


ones when we set the 2010-11 budget). This is an area that should be monitored over the coming year. 


Helen‟s tireless work chasing the utility companies has been worthwhile and we will underspend by around 50 per cent 
(unless there are some high end of year charges). 


On Miscellaneous items we spent nothing under all budget headings largely due to the delay in the playground lease. We 


did have some other expenditure to replace the stolen grit bin and to redraw the plans for the cemetery.  
Our objective to reduce village environment and maintenance costs was achieved although this will also need to be kept 


under review as the parish council strives to get the correct balance between cost and appearance. 


 


Summary 


 


We met 90 per cent of our projected target for income and 63 per cent of our expenditure. We also spent slightly less than 


we received in income this year (unlike in previous years) because of our focus on saving costs. This has resulted in a 
higher than expected carry forward to 2011-12. A final account will need to be prepared at the end of the financial year 


ready for the AGM. 


Sarah Richardson 
 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  


The need for the Clerk to register with HMRC was discussed.  The legal requirement to register by the 15
th
 April was 


considered a tight deadline but should hopefully be achieved through the assistance of an accounting firm identified by 
DH.  The cost for their service are £15 per month or £180 per year which is considered competitive in the market but an 


additional financial cost to ADPC  Forms for registration were completed at the meeting, singed by councillors and 


handed to DH for action 


Notice board outside the RR needs replacing and it is hoped that the new council will consider this.  £1000 has been 


identified within the budget to purchase a suitable replacement.  It would need to have one side open to public for their 


notices and one side lockable for Parish Council notices and papers. 


LHF offered to assist in identifying a suitable colour of paint when the RR exterior is painted.  JB suggested that the 


Probation Service Community Payback Team could be commissioned to undertake the work. 


LHF read out an article from country Life about the power of Parish Councils in classifying roads and restricting access to 


lorries.  CW responded by saying that the articles was misleading and that it was not so simple.  Restricting access would 
stop the gritting vehicles from entering the village as well as emergency vehicles. 


VDS update- Team need to amend document to take account of the Council's feedback which Steve has circulated. John 


and Jill McLean have reviewed and agree that most of the changes are useful but needs another meeting to finalise.  


JB stated her thanks to all of the Councillors and Clerks during her term with ADPC.  Fellow Councillors responded with 


warm words of thanks.  Councillor Williams was thanked for his support of ADPC. 


. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None. 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING –16
th
 May, 6


th
 June, 4


th
 July, 1


st
 Aug, 5


th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec. 


 


The meeting closed at 10.00pm. 








Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 7
th


 November 2011 
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Prior to the meeting the Chair made a statement.  At the last meeting inappropriate and 


unacceptable comments had been made by Councillor Martin and complaints had been received.  


The Chair issued a formal warning in the hope that there would be no repeat of these types of 


statements.  Any repeat would result in the matter being taken further. 


1.    APOLOGIES: Daniel Robertson    


Present: Councillor Chris Williams, David Hutt, Diana Biddlestone, Kevin Martin, Helen Hide-Wright  


 2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: Diana Biddlestone confirmed that she has submitted a planning 


application.  Councillor Williams advised that during any discussions of the application, Diana must 


leave the councillors discussion forum.   


 3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed: Kevin Martin, Seconded: Alastair Whetstone.  
Signed and Dated by David Hutt.   


4. MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a. Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


David Hutt read a note from Lily Hope-Frost, “The white transit tipper van register V543 EBA is still in the 


area acting suspiciously. 3 white males looking for scrap. Last seen in Warmington.” 


“Adam Batty reported being disturbed at 4am last week but saw nothing despite search with barking dog.” 


David Hutt commented that he was shocked at the level of crime reported through police emails.  A 


discussion followed, concluding that households would receive information on crime prevention in a mail 


drop as well as through publicity on the website and Compton Chronicle.  The key advice on crime 
prevention is to secure the doors and windows of all out buildings and garages which appear to be targeted at 


present, as well as ensuring that homes are secure.  ACTION: Alastair Whestone to undertake mail-drop 


of the village. 


In addition it has been reported that dogs are being stolen.  Dog owners are advised to consider the 


safekeeping of their animals, especially when left in gardens, even for short periods of time. 


Councillor Williams confirmed that there are a number of repeat offenders who are known to the police who 
are likely to be involved in the household crimes.  He did not feel that these were “opportunist” thefts but 


were organised and planned. 


The public are encouraged to attend their local Neighbourhood Watch meetings or Community forum‟s in 


order to seek and receive advice on securing their homes.  Smart Water, a method of invisibly marking 
valuables, is available from ADPC via Kevin Martin at a cost of £15 per bottle. 


b. Flood Prevention Grant:  The previous minutes had erroneously stated that Diana Biddlestone 


was looking into this area.  The Clerk apologised for the misunderstanding and will investigate 
who is looking into this area.     ACTION: Clerk to contact Daniel Robertson re flood grant. 


c. Councillor Williams confirmed that grant funding is available for specific flood prevention 


projects such as ditch clearing. 


Alastair Whetstone commented that the leaves on the drains will cause a blockage.  Councillor Williams and 
Kevin Whetstone responded by saying that the leaves would move away from the drains in times of rainfall. 


A discussion ensued about the drains close to the play area.  Kevin Martin will investigate the area and report 


back to the Parish Council on the state of the drains and whether they are sufficient to avoid future flooding 
in the area.  Remedial work will be considered and the Probation Service may be used to undertake the 


labour required.     ACTION: Kevin Martin to investigate drainage close to Play area and report back 


to Parish Council in December with his findings. 


d. Play-area – dog fouling:  A number of complaints have been received regarding dog fouling 


within the play area and the village generally.  Residents will receive a mailing regarding their 


duties as dog owners with details of potential fines for failing to clear up after their dogs.  Dog 


Fouling notices will be put into and around the play area.  In addition, dog owners are informed 
that dog waste can be put into any of the public bins within the village, not just the dog waste 


bins.  ACTION: Councillor Williams to supply dog fouling signs.   
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e. Emergency plan – Emergency Planning Coordinator was confirmed as Daniel Robertson.  The 


plan was sent to Sally Lange of SDC on the 31.10.11 for her input and comments. 


Councillor Williams confirmed that on looking at the emergency plans for other villages, the format which 


Avon Dassett follows is very similar. 


f. Community Links Transport funding:  WALC is currently contacting Parish Councils to see if 
they would be willing to provide ongoing financial support to enable this service to continue.  


Upon enquiries, the Clerk confirmed that two people in AD are registered to use the service but 


are not regular users.  Alastair Whetstone asked what figure the scheme are looking for from 
ADPC.  ACTION: Clerk to establish amount of funding being sough from ADPC.  


Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains: Details of Footway Refurbishment were found within a letter at the Reading 


Room.  From Coldmac Limited, 11 Midland Road, Scunthorpe.  01724-289918, the letter explained that 
where necessary the footpaths would be cleaned and surfaced within the second week of November 2011 


(dependent on weather conditions). 


Environment/Maintenance  


d) St John‟s: Steps, Christmas cards:  Diana Biddlestone has received an email saying that the grant is o 


its way along with terms and conditions.  The grant is for £1.500.00 for the refurbishment of the church 


steps.  The Fete committee, underwritten by Ray Randerson, have indicated they will donate £1,000.  
Open Gardens are hoping to donate around £500 to the scheme. 


Diana Biddlestone and Daniel Robertson have agreed to set up a working party to deal with this project.  


The quotations for the works vary significantly.  The Probation Service may be used for some of the 


works.  Councillor Williams advised that Tim Meyrick will be able to advise on the standards required. 


The Churches Conservation Trust has requested a meeting with Diana Biddlestone.  Diana is hoping to 


approach them for financial support once more and in light of the funds recently secured. 


The Christmas card design has been chosen and cards are being printed.  


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟: One quotation has been received so far.  Quotations will be considered at 


the next meeting.  


Communication/Administration  


h) Community Funding:  Councillor Williams confirmed that the History Group has been awarded £500 
from the Council. 


i) Superfast Broadband:  Councillor Williams explained that there are varying broad band speeds.  In 


order to improve the service, individuals are encourage to register their views on 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/superfastbroadband to register the location of your BT cabinet go to 


http://4sfb.crowdmap.com 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. Warwickshire Library and Information Service – You may recall earlier this year that as a result 


of budget proposals some 16 libraries throughout Warwickshire were under threat of closure.  I am 
pleased to report that the communities who serve all the threatened libraries have arranged to take 
on the responsibility of running the libraries themselves.  The libraries in Harbury and Kineton will 
continue to operate in the New Year only they will be run by their own communities.  The libraries at 
Southam and Wellesbourne will continue to operate in their present locations but with reduced 
opening hours.   The implementation of saving plans and ongoing transformation of Warwickshire 
Library Service required changes to the Mobile Library Service which must reduce costs.  Mobile 
Libraries offer an important and much valued service to many people in rural locations.  The present 
fleet of five vehicles commissioned in 2005 provides improved disabled access, better fuel economy 
and a compact but user friendly layout with on-board computers.  It has been decided that until the 
outcome of the reconfigurated static libraries is established there will be no changes to the Mobile 
Library Service until the autumn of next year.  Further consultation will take place with users to 
determine how extra capacity can be achieved.  For example, removing stops regularly used by 
fewer than four customers, delivering the Mobile Library Service on Saturdays or Sundays and 
reducing the frequency of visits from three weekly to four weekly.  The review will consider a variety 
of possible options such as the Mobile Library Service itself combining with a One Stop Shop and 


 



http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/superfastbroadband
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other partners such as Social Services, Police together with the District Council services.  I will keep you 
updated with developments. 


  


6.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


7.  PLANNING: Notice of Decision for 11/01696/TREE, Avon Carrow for arboriculture works was read out. 


David Hutt confirmed that he had sent the letter to the planning inspectorate, reiterating the objections to the 


development of garages. 


Extraordinary Planning Meeting Date: Nov 21
st
, Dec 19


th
 2011 


8. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance at close of business 31/10/11  
Current Account £1,803.58 


Savings Account £6,777.02 


Cheques issued   Cheque No 


H. Hide-Wright (Clerk Expenses)   £30.92  1140    


N Power      £9.31  1141 
J. Sherriff (replacement for chq 001129)   £8.91  1142 


J. Sherriff (October Coffee Morning)   £16.13  1143 


J. Sherriff (November Coffee Morning)   £9.76  1144 
Sue Harris       £35.00  1145 


(Oct clean £11 & Flowers £24.00) 


WALC Training day (4
th
 Nov, DH)   £30.00  1146 


History Group      £50.00  1147 
Green Area Contractor (MM)    £324.00  1148 


 


Total Cheques      £514.03 
 


The financial statement and cheques were proposed by Diana Biddlestone and seconded by Kevin Martin.  


Cheques were signed by David Hutt and Alastair Whetstone. 


New projects/planned expenditure for coming financial year                 Deferred to December meeting 


2012/13 Budget                                                                                        Deferred to December meeting 


9.    MEMBER REPORTS : Remembrance service will take place at the slightly later time of 12.30. 


After discussion it was agreed that Kevin Martin should purchase two tubs for an approximate cost of £50.  
The tubs will replace others in a poor state of repair. 


The Clerk had circulated an email regarding local services.  Councillor Williams confirmed that there would 


be further details on the issue in the spring with the localism bill.  It was therefore decided to review the 
matter once further information is received. 


Alastair Whetstone noted that the AD welcome packs need updating.  It was decided to discuss the matter at 


the next meeting. 


Alastair Whetstone also commented on updating the parish plan.  Councillor Williams confirmed that this is 
subject to a five year cycle, making an update due in 2012.  The matter will be added to the agenda for 


March 2012. 


Councillor Williams offered his apologies for the December meeting. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 5
th
 Dec. 


Proposed ADPC meeting dates 2012: 9
th
 Jan, 6


th
 Feb, 5


th
 Mar, 2


nd
 Apr, 14


th
 May (7


th
 May Bank 


Holiday), 11
th
 June (4


th
 June Bank Holiday), 2


nd
 July, 6th Aug, 3


rd
 Sept, 1st Oct, 5


th
 Nov, 3


rd
 Dec. 


Extraordinary planning meeting dates at 7.30pm Reading Room: 23
rd


 Jan, 20
th
 Feb, 19


th
 Mar, 


16
th
 April, 28


th
 May, 25


th
 June, 16


th
 July, 20


th
 Aug, 17


th
 Sept 15


th
 Oct, 19


th
 Nov, 17


th
 Dec.    


Agenda posting dates: 30
th
 Dec, 30


th
 Jan, 27


th
 Feb, 26


th
 Mar, 10


th
 April, 1


st
 June, 25


th
 June, 30


th
 


July, 24
th


 Aug, 26
th
 Sept, 28


th
 Oct, 26


th
 Nov. 


 


The meeting closed at 9.30pm 
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Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 1
st
 August 2011 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 


1.    APOLOGIES: None  


Present at Meeting: David Hutt, Kevin Martin, Alastair Whetstone, Diana Biddlestone, Clerk, Councillor 
Williams. 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


 3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed Kevin Martin (KM) Seconded Daniel 
Robertson (DR). Signed by David Hutt 


4. MATTERS ARISING: 


Division of roles between councillors discussed and agreed:   


Community: David Hutt 


Roads: Kevin Martin with Daniel Robertson 


Environment/Maintenance: Kevin Martin 


Play area: Daniel Robertson 


St. John’s: Daniel Robertson 


Green Areas: Kevin Martin 


Communication/Administration: Alastair Whetstone 


Planning: Diana Biddlestone 


Finance: Alastair Whetstone and David Hutt 


Alastair Whetstone to receive key currently held by postmaster and will be the ADPC key holder for the 


Reading Room and contact point for Stratford District Council.   


ACTION: Clerk to notify Graham Raspin an obtain key from P.O. to give to AW                                                                            


Community 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


DH read out an update from Lily Hope-Frost which stated that around 32 people now form the 


neighbourhood watch group within the village. 


Signs on the periphery of the village have been defaced with paint but subsequently cleaned. 


Councillor Williams confirmed that street cleaning takes place on a 10 week cycle. 


Roads  


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains: KM reported has cleaned the main drain at the top of the hill. KM 


commented that the drain is in poor condition and needs to be examined with a view to remedial 
brick work repairs.  ACTION: Daniel Robertson to report condition of drain to Patch Byrne. 


Daniel Robertson to maintain a list of drains and potholes requiring repair. 


 


Speedaware: Daniel Robertson as been in communication with Poonam and confirmed the following 


dates for Speed aware: 


Morning sessions on 6
th
, 8


th
, 13


th
 and 15


th
 September. 


Environment/Maintenance         


c) Playground – Kevin Martin confirmed that he had reviewed the playground safety report and that 


there were no items above the category of “low risk.” KM has repaired the gate to the play area. 


  


d) St John’s: The Clerk read out an email from Lily Hope-Frost who has been in correspondence with 


Tim Berwick of Stratford District Council.  Tim confirmed that there is no funding available to repair 


the church steps, it is unlikely that there will be funding available for some time.  The council will 







install more permanent signs shortly. 365   


Alternative funding source will be investigated. 


                                                          ACTION: Daniel Robertson to Churches Conservation Trust.
  


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’: KM outlined the cost of wooden posts for the village green at £17 each 


which includes the concrete but does not include installation costs.  The matter remains under 
consideration according to what feedback is received from the public on the state of the village green.


  


Flower tubs are being watered by villagers who are thanked for their efforts.  


Clerk had received a complaint regarding the failure to cut the churchyard as promised in time for open 


Gardens.  KM confirmed that this was due to the workload of the contractor.                                                                                                                                  


Communication/Administration  


f) Notice board/s: Discussion continued on this matter following further information since the last 
meeting.  The matter remains under review and the options being considered are:  Removal of notice 


board at Reading Room with repainting of the wall; Repairs to Notice Board with cork tiles and new 


pins; moving the new board to the Reading Room which is currently sited close to the Bus Stop; Adapt 
the new notice board so that one side can be locked for council notices and the other side can be opened 


and used for public notices. 


ACTION: Alastair W to investigate cost and feasibility of removing lock on one side of new notice 


board. 


g) Closure of AD Post Office, 16
th
 August 2011.  The Parish Council backs the continuation of this 


service and will therefore enquire about seeking alternative service provision.  Clerk will contact 


Clerk to Fenny Compton PC to establish who provides the service to Fenny Compton and approach 
them. ACTION: Clerk to seek alternative PO cover  


Jill Burgess sent in a request, via the clerk, to borrow the display boards for the Village Fete.  The request 


was agreed. 


Jill Burgess sent a list of items she continues to hold which are the properties of ADPC.  It was decided to 


collect all of the items.  The water pump will be stored at the Reading Room so that it is accessible to the 


public if it is needed at a time of flooding.  The chestnut tree will be installed in a field as previously agreed. 


ACTION: Kevin Martin to arrange to collect items and deal with or store them as agreed. 


An email from Sarah Richardson was read out by the Clerk reminding Councillors that she continues to store 


copies of the parish plan and welcome packs.  It was agreed that these should be collected ASAP.  


ACTION: Alastair Whestone to collect publications. 


Diane Biddlestone relayed a reminder from Jill Burgess to update their personal profiles on the ADPC 


website.                                    ACTION: Parish Councillors to update profiles on ADPC website. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. Fiscal Matters – The Public Consultation over the future of our Library Service in 


Warwickshire has been extended for a further four weeks.  The reason for this extension is to 
enable business plans submitted by the 16 communities whose libraries were scheduled to 
close to be evaluated.  It is proposed that capital finance in the form of a grant will be available 
to those communities who present a successful business plan.  It does appear that the Mobile 
Library Service may be altered significantly.  In its present form it is not providing value for 
money and one of the proposals being considered is to have a larger Mobile Library which will 
set up within clusters of villages and operate at a time when a greater percentage of the 
communities are able to take advantage of the service.  The current method of calling during 
the working day only attracts a very small percentage of those people who might like to take 
advantage of the library service. 


 
2. Stratford District Council, Future Plans – You will recall earlier this year that SDC had 


entered into negotiations with Malvern District Council with a view to sharing services and 
produce efficiencies.  At the commencement of this scheme it was thought that the similarity 
between Malvern and Stratford was sufficiently close to explore sharing services.  However, 
evaluations concluded that this liaison would not continue but Stratford still looks to share 







services, possibly with Redditch DC and Cotswold DC.   The object of the exercise is        366 
eventually to reduce costs for both authorities by sharing services. 


 
Community Development Fund – As with last year, the County Council is again   


providing grants up to £3,000 for small scale projects that provide new opportunities for local 
people.  Unfortunately, these grants are not available to Parish Councils except where there is 
evidence of community need or is identified with an adopted Parish Plan.  You may recall that 
Avon Dassett benefitted from funding to extend the play area with new equipment.  This grant was 
made to the Parish Council as part of the Action Plan for the Parish Play which identified the need 
to update the play equipment for the village.  


5. CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to 


meeting. 


AW is continuing to receive copies of all ADPC emails arriving to the Clerk.  AW has agreed to relay 
relevant emails onto other PC members as they arise. 


7. PLANNING  


Notices of planning were read out: 


11/00720/FUL: Construction of double garage: Land to the Read of 1 and 2 Lower End Cottages. 


11/00709/FUL: Demolition of garages and construction of 5 no. double garages: Land to South West of 


3 lower Terrace. 


11/01132/LBC: Replacement thatch and new roof timbers to attach to existing.   New door and windows.  


Installation of satellite dish to west gable. 


Planning Applications Considered: 


11/00898/FUL.  Nursery House, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AE.  Mr M A Walter.  Change of use of part of land 
associated with existing nursery to 12no. touring caravan pitches and storage facility for caravans or motor 


homes incorporating removal of polytunnels.  Comment: MAKE NO REPRESENTATION 


11/01318/FUL.  Knights Farm, CV47 2AS.  Retrospective erection of garden shed.  Comment: MAKE NO 
REPRESENTATION 


Extraordinary Planning Meeting:  It was decided to assign the third Monday of each month to consider 


any planning applications which fall outside of normal meeting dates.  The meetings will take place at 


7.30pm at the Reading Room to allow for public representation.  The next meeting will take place on the 15
th
 


August should any planning issues arise. 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT August 2011 


Balance at close of business 31/7/11 
 


Current Account £1,526.47 


Savings Account £4,726.42 


 


Cheques issued Cheque No 


nPower     £17.27 1127 


H. Hide-Wright (Clerk Expenses) £29.00 1128 
J. Sherriff (July coffee morning)  £8.91 1129 


Keith Hicks (Neighbourhood Watch)  £15.00 1130 


Total Cheques    £70.18 


Income 


SDC Booths                                             £20.00 BACS Credit 


Avon Carrow Mgt Comm                        £5.00 Cash 


VAT Refund                                            £254.50 BACS Credit 
Cheques proposed and signed by David Hutt and Alastair Whetstone 


 


9.    MEMBER REPORTS: None 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 5
th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec.  


 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
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Monday 7
th
 March 2011 


The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm.          345 


 1.  APOLOGIES: LHF. 


 2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


 3. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the previous meeting as January were signed by JB. 


 4. MATTERS ARISING: ACTION 


Community (LHF to lead) 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: No report.  


Roads (JB to lead) 


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains JB 


Traffic- nothing to report 


Roads- Some pot holes have been filled. JB has been in contact with Patch Byrne regarding the outstanding ones and 
has asked for an update on the speed sign by the playground. This was requested as an urgent job on 23


rd
 Feb as there 


is jagged metal sticking out of the ground. The pole has been removed- whether this was done by WCC or someone 


else is not known. 


Crash debris on Farnborough Lane was reported on 8
th
 Feb and is still there 


Drains- Request for householders who have drains outside their properties to check them periodically for leaves and 


mud. Please report any blockages to Jill 


Grit bin – Order form has now been received by Clerk and cheque for the purpose will be issued from this meeting. 


Environment/Maintenance (DH/AR to lead) 


c) Playground- Report from Sarah Rutherford AR 


1. New equipment. 
 


Somersault bar, balance beam, and 3 whirling spices were installed w/e 26th/27th Feb and rubber safety matting laid. 


The conditions were wet which churned up the playground a little, but this should settle down. The total cost of these 
new items (including delivery, matting, installation etc) was £4,242.93 – including cost saving measures (e.g. 


arranging our own installers and independently sourcing the matting).  Sarah Rutherford has written a piece for the 


April Compton Chronicle. 


 
2. Lease. 


Alsters Kelly assures that this will be sorted ASAP. All relevant paperwork has been received from the Worrall 


family and a draft lease is in place. 
 


Sarah Rutherford is the only one left on the Playground Committee and she has asked for more volunteers. The pot is 


now completely dry but there is still more that could be done but more fundraising help is needed. 


d) St John‟s SR/LHF 


Condition of steps has been reported to SDC and The Churches Conservation Trust and await repair. 


Tea Party- confirmation of interest from Abacus and Thelma Watts. 


Bells will be rung on Easter Sunday and possibly also on the day of the royal wedding. 


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟  All 


JB will be walking round village with new contractor in next week or so to highlight maintenance needs. 


Village Tidy up day was discussed and set for 16
th
 April, 10 am to 2 pm, meeting at the Reading Room.  All 


volunteers are very welcome for a great day. 


f)  Cemetery – Revised rules and plans 


The plans have been accepted by the councillors and now integrate an area of plots for the burial of cremated 


remains.  All plots will now be clearly numbered by the Clerk on the main plan.  The Cemetery rules will be 
reviewed and a new set sent on to funeral directors, the cemetery warden and published on the website. ACTION: 


HHW 
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The Burial register will be adapted with the back of the book containing the list of plots and details of the cremated 


remains buried.  ACTION: HHW 


It was agreed that Tony Buckingham of Estee Design, Fenny Compton, had undertaken a professional and timely 


service in re drawing the plans.  His services had saved the Council a significant cost recognised by all. 


Communication/Administration 


JB suggested that each Parish Councillor record what their roles have been during their term and provide a list of 


useful contacts ready for the incoming Councillors.  It was agreed that this would be useful.  SR and JB reiterated 


that they would be willing to continue to upload information onto the ADPC website if the incoming Councillors 
wished them to do so. ACTION: Councillors 


Information for Election 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. Fiscal Matters SDC – SDC is due to debate the budget proposals on Monday 28 th February 2011.  This year 
SDC will not be increasing the rate that is charged for Council Tax.  I can confirm that despite ill-founded 
rumours in the local Press there will be no additional charge for collecting green waste, nor will a charging 
regime be introduced for parking in market towns such as Southam.  The savings will be achieved by reducing 
the number of staff together with partnership working with local councils and in some places reducing the level 
of service.  For example, the cost of the CCTV operation in Stratford and the other market towns will be shared 
with Warwick operating one joint control centre.  I will update the committee at the meeting. 


 
2. Fiscal Matters WCC - On 15th February 2011 Warwickshire County Council set the budget for the next financial 


year after an eight hour debate.  The good news is that Council Tax is set at the same level as last year.  In 
view of the current national financial climate, we are having to work with less money than was available in 
previous years.  This has meant that all departments within the County Council have 20% less money 
previously.  One consequence is that we have had to reduce the number of staff by over 1,000.  Some of the 
headlines in the Budget include:- 


 


 Caring for the Aged – We are changing the way we care for the aged – i.e. ceasing the building of new Care 


Homes, selling off existing Care Homes and improving the care of the aged allowing them to stay in their own 
homes. 
   


 County Council owned Street Lights – Lights on major roads will be turned off between 12.00 midnight and 


5.00 a.m. 
      


 Student Transport - The cost of transport for students aged 16 and above will increase from its present level 


of £475 annual charge to £660.  It is estimated that this particular change in policy will save the County 
Council in the region of £700,000 per year.  This level of charging is similar to that already charged by other 
authorities. 
 


 Rural Bus Service – As a result of a reduction in grant aid received by the County Council towards the cost of 


subsidising passenger transport, some hard decisions have had to be taken regarding rural transport.  These 
include:- 


 stopping all grant aid towards Sunday local bus services 


 removal of all financially supported evening local bus services    


 reduction in urban flexibus services 
 
As far as Avon Dassett is concerned the village will have a Monday – Saturday peak service to Leamington 
and the twice weekly off-peak service to Banbury will be reduced to once a week.  All of these proposals are 
currently subject to consultation. 
            


 Youth Service – We are transforming the Youth Service to allow local communities to become more involved 


with Youth Clubs. 
 


 Library Service - We have had to cut £2 million from our £7.4 million Library Service.  To do this, major 


reform of all our services is necessary.  Currently, we have 34 separate Library buildings throughout 
Warwickshire and of these only 4 libraries account for 90% of the total use of libraries in the County.  Some 
libraries will operate with reduced opening hours ranging from 20 - 35 hours per week.  There will be a period  







347 
of consultation between now and July before any decision is taken regarding the future of those libraries that 
are not considered sustainable.  Thought has been given as to how the Mobile Library Service can provide 
better value for money and one example is to consider calling on villages in the evening and at weekends and 
for possibly spending more time at each location.  Ultimately, our aim is to look at alternative ways of providing 
our service to our customers and the Council is looking as to how this could be done with local communities. 
        


 Gritting – One consequence of the bad weather during November and December is the damage to roads in 


our area.  Unlike last winter, when there was a succession of freezing weather and thaws, this year there has 
been one relatively slow thaw resulting in less damage than we encountered last winter.  The priorities have 
been in repairing A and B roads first and then we will get on to the C and D roads as soon as possible.  We 
are aware that on country roads where there is no kerbing, the road side has broken rather than creating 
potholes in the centre of the road.  The restoration will probably be spread throughout the year but potholes, 
where necessary, will be temporarily filled.  It is worth noting that the snow clearance programme in 
Warwickshire was far more effective than in neighbouring counties and I believe full credit should be given to 
the Highways team for their performance. 


 
Southam and Feldon Community Forum – The next meeting of the Community Forum is on Wednesday 


16th March and will be held in Ladbroke Village Hall commencing with the Police Surgery at 6.30 p.m.   The 
Forums are growing in importance and I do hope that the Parish Council will be represented together with 
some residents from Farnborough.  The June meeting of the Forum is on 8 th June and will be held in The 
Dassett School, Fenny Compton.   


 
6.  CORRESPONDENCE: Was distributed. 


Speed aware service is changing in how it is operated.  Two alternative speed aware “Packages” are available to Councils. 


Discussion took place on the renewal of the Zurich insurance Policy.  It was decided to renew on a 5 year fixed term as 


this would save the Council a considerable amount of money. 


7.  PLANNING - 11/00015/FUL, 3 Hill View.  Comments were recorded on the application and will be logged onto the 


planning website.        ACTION: HHW   


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT  


Appendix A : FINANCIAL STATEMENT March 2011 


Balance at close of business 28/2/11 


Current Account £1,264.20 
Savings Account £5,675.20 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


Clerk (February) £212.81  1089  


Sue Harris (Feb Cleaning) £10.00  1090 
M. Maughan (Norton security) £64.99  1091 


Npower £17.47  1092 


ESE Direct (Grit Bin) £136.80  1093 
W. Sherriff (March Coffee Morning) £7.65  1094 


 


Total cheques £449.72 
    


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS – David Hutt agreed to undertake the registration required of the Clerk with HMRC. 


Sarah will not be able to make the April meeting. 


Money raised from sale of Worrall goods could be used for a special purchase.  JB has asked PC‟s to consider a worth 
cause for the monies. Possible suggestions include buying plants for RR garden or donate it to the playground group 


another suggestion included the purchase of patio heaters for St John‟s. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 4
th
 April, 16


th
 May, 6


th
 June, 4


th
 July, 1


st
 Aug, 5


th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec.                                                                      


The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 








Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 3
rd


 October 2011 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.        371 


1.    APOLOGIES: Diana Biddlestone. 


Present at Meeting: David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Kevin Martin, Councillor Chris Williams, Clerk. 


Public: Trevor Gill 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed Daniel Robertson (DR), seconded Alastair 


Whetstone, signed by David Hutt 


4. MATTERS ARISING: 


Community 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Kevin Martin had attended a police forum at 


Southam and had little to highlight at the meeting save for damage to a car number plate at the top 
of the village.   


Note from Lily Hope-Frost was read out by David Hutt saying there had been little to report also.  


David Hutt did go on to highlight reports of at least one group of men claiming to 


offer gardening service to elderly and/or vulnerable people who then went on to 


demand substantial payments, disproportionate to the works undertaken.  The 


information had come from the police and householders should be aware of this.   


Kevin Martin showed a new plan of gritting routes to the meeting. 


b) Flood prevention Grant:  With Diana Biddlestone unable to attend the meeting, it was decided to 
defer this item to the November meeting.  Councillor Williams informed the meeting that funds are 


available for maintenance projects such as clearing of ditches. 


c) Coffee Morning:  Having reviewed the budget a letter has been sent to the organiser of the coffee 


morning confirming that the budget is set at £120 per year, allowing for a maximum of £10 
expenses claim from each coffee morning.  The letter also confirmed that a receipt for all goods 


purchased is required for accounting purchases. 


Roads:  


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains. 


Daniel Robertson commented on the recently received Speed Aware report, following on from the 


monitoring sessions in September.  The report concluded that speeding was not a significant factor in 
the village.  It made recommendations including the establishment of a speed monitoring group.  


Councillor Williams explained that this would require trained volunteers who would need to make an 


ongoing commitment to monitor speeding in the village. 


Alastair Whetstone commented that he continued to believe that the speed limit through the village was 
too high.  Councillor Williams explained that to reduce the limit would require a Traffic Restriction 


Order and that this was unlikely to be granted based on the statistics for the village. 


Drains: Kevin Martin confirmed that the drains are in a good condition but that leaves have started to 
fall and may cause problems if they block drains. 


Daniel Robertson requested a copy of the hydrology report from David Hutt.  ACTION: David Hutt to 


send report to Daniel Robertson. 


Environment/Maintenance   


Daniel Robertson has met with Peter Wallace who has now repaired the rotten 


wood in the window of the RR.  The Parish Council wish to thank Mr Wallace for 


kindly undertaking this repair free of charge and are most grateful for his 


assistance and expertise.  


Daniel Robertson confirmed that Patch Byrne has undertaken repairs to many of the potholes and drains 


listed.  This includes the brick work around the drain at the top of the village. 
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c) Playground: Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge was discussed and it was concluded that the 


initiative applies to larger community spaces.  In addition, as the Parish Council do not own the land 
which is necessary in order to transfer play-areas to the Trust, the matter cannot be pursued any further.


   


d) St John’s:  Diana Biddlestone has submitted a grant application.  The Fete Committee has agreed to 
be the community group applying for funds and have asked for £3,000. 


Daniel has received a quote for the repair of the steps leading up to the church, valid for six months, 


indicating a repair cost of £4,865.23 + VAT.   Councillor Williams confirmed that such a contractor can 
be used if approve by the County Council.  He also confirmed that the Diocese owns the land.  The 


clerk also confirmed that the Council undertakes two cuts of the grass in the graveyard each year, in 


conjunction with the two cuts by ADPC. 


Christmas Cards fund raiser for steps:  A draft of the advertising poster was received by the Council 
from Jill Burgess. Everyone thanked Jill for her work on this.  David Hutt submitted a photograph for 


consideration.  ACTION: Clerk to return poster and picture to Jill Burgess. 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’ Kevin Martin commented that all the areas are in good condition.  
The council agreed that the contractor continues to undertake a good job around the village. 


A letter was read out from Lily Hope-Frost reminding the Council that the tubs would soon need replanting 


for the Winter/Spring.  It was also felt that some of the tubs need replacing.  ACTION: Kevin Martin to 


look into the cost of a replacement tub.  Clerk to speak to Sue Harris about potential purchase of 


plants. 


After a recent request and subsequent discussion, it was agreed that the bank near to the churchyard will be 


included in the specification for cutting within the green area maintenance.  ACTION: Clerk to add item to 


green area maintenance specification. 


 


Communication/Administration 


f) Notice board/s: After discussion it was decided to retain the notice board outside the Reading Room and 


undertake a refurbishment.  ACTION: Daniel Robertson to purchase new cork backing and pins and 


install into existing board. 


Daniel explained that the new board at the bottom of the village needs some attention.  He will rub down the 
wood and treat with oil.  ACTION: Daniel Robertson to treat new notice board. 


g) Community Funding: Councillor Williams wished for it to be noted that within the previous minutes for 


September 2011, page 369 it stated that up to two parish councillors could apply for £1k each.  This is an 
erroneous statement and should be struck from the record. 


The Parish Council noted the significant amount of work that Diana Biddlestone has put into researching and 


applying for grants and thanks her for her efforts. 


i) Travellers and showmen Questionnaire:  This item was carried forward from the last meeting.  The 


deadline for a response has now passed.  However, it was concluded after discussion that the matter was not 


relevant to small communities like Avon Dassett. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS:   


 


1. Parliamentary Boundary Reviews – You may recall last year that the Coalition Government 


announced that there would be a reduction in the number of serving MPs from its present figure of 
650 to 600.  The rationale behind this proposal was to make parliamentary constituency equal in its 
electorate throughout the country.   One outcome of this proposal is that the Boundary Commission 
has evaluated the West Midland region and decided that Warwickshire should have five MPs rather 
than the present number of six.  It appears that the Kenilworth and Southam Constituency will be 
absorbed into the two Stratford-upon-Avon and Rugby constituencies.  As a result of this our present 
MP, Jeremy Wright, will have to find another seat.  Avon Dassett, currently part of the Kenilworth 
and Southam Constituency, will now transfer to the Rugby Constituency.  These Boundary Reviews 
will be discussed at Shire Hall by the Boundary Commission during a Public Consultation on 10 th 
and 11th November 2011. 
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2. Police and Fire Service – After a quiet couple of months the County Council is restructuring itself in 


the light of the fiscal pressures implemented in the last budget.  Warwickshire Fire and Rescue 
Service, unlike other Fire Services, is, in effect, another department of the County Council.  The 
decision has been taken to form a Strategic Alliance with Northamptonshire County Council Fire 
Service.  It is anticipated that this alliance will create savings especially with the decision to cancel 


National Fire Control Rooms.  The original plan envisaged the control of fires in Warwickshire was to be 
controlled from Wolverhampton.  It is felt that the possibility should be explored of Warwickshire and 
Nothamptonshire sharing one Fire Control Room as this would implement a tremendous saving in cost.  
In addition, other areas being considered is closer cross border cooperation.  But I must clearly state 
that Warwickshire will continue to have its independence and no Fire Station will be closed as a result of 
this alliance. 


 


3. Police – From the 1st October 2011, unless you are actually witnessing an incident when you should 
still dial 999, the way to contact the Police is to call a NEW NUMBER – 101 - which will put you 


through to the Warwickshire Police Call Centre and will handle all non-emergency calls.   
 


4. Broadband -  At last central government has recognised that south Warwickshire suffers slow 


speeds with broadband connection.   The County Council, working with the District Council and 
Coventry University are currently preparing an application to the government for funding to correct 
the current discrepancy in south Warwickshire.  It is not simply putting a valve in the local telephone 
exchange, the proposal is that British Telecom would share the cost with local authorities and 
enhance telephone exchanges to provide the necessary fibre optics to deliver better broadband 
speed to local communities.   This will not be a quick fix solution and will depend on the suitability 
and location of telephone exchanges within our area.  I will, of course, keep you updated on 
developments. 


 


5. Flooding – The County Council has taken over flood prevention initiatives from the District Council.  


This will reduce uncertainty where a degree of localised flooding is the responsibility of Highways 
with blocked drains etc, rather than geographical issues with land drainage. 


 


6. Housing Provision – At a meeting of the SDC Cabinet some two weeks ago following a 


comprehensive Core Strategy Review, it was decided that the provision for housing within our district 
for the period 2010 – 2025 will be limited to no more than 8,000.  Obviously some houses have 
already been allocated and work has commenced and in effect the total number of new houses to be 
built between now and 2025 will be 5,500.  Additionally, the Cabinet decided that the maximum 
number of houses in any development should be no more than 100.  However, we will still keep the 
policy which recognises the need for providing social housing for local communities. 


  


6.CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


A letter from Avon Dassett History Group was read out.  They are seeking funding for a research initiative.  
The Parish Council agreed to donate a sum of £50 to the project.  The cheque will be issued at the next 


meeting of ADPC. 


David Hutt noted the information on a training day for Chairs of Parish Councils and requested to be 
booked on to the course set for the 4


th
 November.  ACTION: Clerk to book place.  


PLANNING  


No declarations of interest were made. 


Planning reference: 11/00709/FUL.  Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: 
APP/J3720/A/11/2160905/NWF.  Msrs C. P, J and M Worrral.  Land South West of , 3 Lower Terrance, 


Avon Dassett.  Demolition of terrace of garages and construction of 5 No. double garages. 


Trevor Gill addressed the meeting and outlined his intention to oppose the appeal recently lodged on this 
planning application.  He went on to explain that he will be compiling a 3 or 4 page list of objections to the 


development with photographic evidence and would then seek support from villagers.  This evidence and 


signatures would then be submitted to the planning Inspectorate at Bristol in time for the 4
th
 November 


deadline. 


Trevor Gill sought confirmation of the Parish Council’s position on the appeal.  David Hutt responded by 


saying that previous comments would be reiterated and sent to the Inspectorate at Bristol and reference 


would be made to the Parish Plan.  ACTION: David Hutt to resubmit comments by ADPC to Planning 


Inspectorate in Bristol and reference back to the parish plan. 







Notice of planning decisions were read out:  374 


11/01472/LBC and 11/01471/FUL  Mr Anthony Perks, St Josephs Cottage.  Consent granted with 


conditions. 


11/01333/FUL  Mr and Mrs Deeming, Orchard cottage.  Planning permission granted with conditions.  


 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT October 2011 
Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 30/9/11  
Current Account £1,761.31 
Savings Account £7,276.79 


Cheques issued   Cheque No 


H. Hide-Wright (Clerk Expenses)   £58.59  1137   


J. Sherriff (Aug coffee morning)    £19.85  1138 
Sue Harris (Sept cleaning)    £11.00  1139 


 


Total Cheques      £89.44 


 
Income 


Precept to Deposit Account £3,500.00 direct credit to deposit A/c 


Hire of Cemetery Car Park £5.00 Cheque 
Rebate of RR rate’s from SDC £91.59 Cheque 


Total income £3,596.59 


 


Cheques were proposed by Kevin Martin and Seconded by Daniel Robertson. 


New Projects/planned expenditure for coming financial year: 


The Clerk highlighted the previously agreed decision to consider budgeting for replacement street lights as 
well as funding towards the repairs of the Church Steps within the budget 2012/13 which is under review by 


Alastair Whetstone and David Hutt. 


Contracts out for tender: 


The Clerk confirmed that she would be issuing invitations to tender for green area maintenance.  The Clerk 
asked for names of any companies that the Parish Council would like to be approached.  Trevor Gill 


registered interest on behalf of his son who runs a maintenance business.  ACTION: Clerk to contact green 


area maintenance firms. 


Councillor Williams offered a timely reminder for a review of ADPC’s Emergency Plan.  The clerk 


confirmed that the plan has recently been circulated to Councillors for their comment and that she would do 


this again.  The contact at the Council, Sally Lange, had offered to review the plan to see if there were any 


areas which could be improved.  ACTION: Clerk to circulate Emergency Plan for comment by 


Councillors.  Clerk to seek feedback from Sally Lange.  Councillor Williams to send Emergency Plan 


templates of similar sized villages to Councillors for their consideration. 


9.    MEMBER REPORTS:  Alastair Whetstone reported that he has been approached to see if the Parish 
Council would plant a tree in memory of an elderly resident of Avon Dassett.  It was felt that the family may 


object to this move so the Parish Council decided not to proceed with the matter. 


Alastair Whetstone read an email from Paul Gallagher who was seeking information on how to set up a 
fireworks display.  Kevin Martin agreed to provide information as he had organised displays within Avon 


Dassett.  ACTION: Alastair to forward email details to Kevin.  Kevin to assist with enquiries. 


It was confirmed that David Hutt would purchase a wreath for remembrance Sunday.  The purchase would 


be refunded from ADPC funds at the next meeting.  ACTION: DH to purchase wreath and provide 


receipt to Clerk for refund. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None.  


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 7
th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec.  


 


The meeting closed at 9.32 pm 
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The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 


1.    APOLOGIES: Councillor Williams    


Present: David Hutt, Diana Biddlestone, Kevin Martin, Daniel Robertson, Alastair Whetstone, 


Clerk.  Public: Peter Biddlestone 


 2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: Diana Biddlestone confirmed that she has submitted a 


planning application for consideration within the meeting.   


 3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Amendment to October 2011 minutes: 


Donation from Fete Committee towards St. John’s steps appeal has yet to be confirmed. 


Proposed:  Alastair Whetstone, Seconded: Daniel Robertson.  Signed and Dated by David Hutt.   


4. MATTERS ARISING: 


Community  


a. Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


David Hutt Had collected an update from Lily Hope-Frost who had reported that there was nothing 


to submit to the meeting.  David Hutt commented on the number of incidents reported to the police 


and hoped that people would continue to secure their properties, including outbuildings. 


Remembrance: A total of £104.74 had been collected in the door-to-door poppy appeal.  Thanks to 


Alastair Whetstone for undertaking this collection. 


Kevin Martin commented that the order of wreath laying at the ceremony was incorrect.  He stated 


that the Chair of the Parish Council should have laid their wreath first.  ACTION: Daniel 


Robertson to investigate the correct procedure and report back to the Council. 


At this point of the meeting Kevin Martin addressed the members of the Council and stated that he 


was resigning with immediate effect.  He then left the meeting. 


The members discussed the new vacancy on the Council and agreed that the position should be 


advertised.  ACTION: Clerk to investigate advertising of vacancy and co-option.  Clerk to 


remove Kevin Martin from internal email listings and bank account access. 


The parish Council areas of responsibility previously covered by Kevin Martin were distributed to 


the following members: 


Green areas, Roads, Traffic and Drains: Daniel Robertson.  Playground: Diana Biddlestone.  


Policing: David Hutt. 


b.  Flood Grant:  Daniel Confirmed that he had located the flood grant paperwork.  The deadline 


for submissions has passed but upon investigation, Daniel was awaiting a response from Mr 


Ashford in the hope that funds may still be available or come available in the future.  Daniel 


confirmed that the ditch near to the playground needs some attention.  However, he felt that the 


ditch near Bitham Hall, behind the cottages, needs to be cleaned.  Daniel has been seeking quotes 


for this work and the land owner has been contacted.  Once quotes are received and the availability 


of grant funding is knows, it is hoped to take this matter further. ACTION: Daniel Robertson to 


find out if grant funding is available and obtain quotes for ditch clearance. 


c.  Community Links Transport funding:  the Clerk produced a breakdown of users of the 


Service by Parish Council.  Avon Dassett was not listed but on closer inspection two residents were 


found to be listed under Fenny Compton Parish.  The Council discussed the costs of contributing 


towards the continuation of the service and agreed to sanction the £24 per year financial support 


identified within the report.  ACTION: Clerk to contact WALC and confirmed that ADPC will 


finance £24 per year for the Community links service.  
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d) Welcome Pack:  It was agreed that the welcome pack was a useful document and should be 


updated.  Alastair Whetstone undertook to review the current document and circulate suggested 


updated material to the Councillors.  Once completed, the document should continue to be available 


in hard copy but will be loaded onto the website if possible.  ACTION: Alastair Whetstone to 


review welcome pack and report back to Councillors.  


e) Play area:  The Council had confirmed that they would no longer be funding the annual play 


area safety inspection.  They had supplied three companies who could undertake the work.  The 


Clerk had approached all three, obtaining quotes from two.  The contractor currently undertaking 


the work for the Council, David Houghton of Digley Associates, offered the work at £38 plus VAT 


with the second contractor priced at over £200 plus VAT.  It was decided to go with the current 


contractor.  ACTION: Clerk to confirm acceptance of quotation from play-area inspection 


company.  


Roads  


Traffic, Roads and Drains:  With the resignation of Kevin Martin, there was no report on this area.  


Comment was passed on the remedial work to the motorway bridge.  It was felt that works had 


improved the situation. 


Environment/Maintenance  


f.  St. John’s:  Diana Biddlestone provided an update on the fund raising for the repairs to the steps.  


At a recent meeting Diana met with Daniel Robertson, Lily hope-Frost, Tim Berwick of South 


Oxfordshire Borough Council and three representatives from the Churches Conservation Trust.  At 


this meeting the CCT had offered £3k towards the project, bringing the total pledged to 


approximately £6k. Those present formed a steering group chaired by Diana Biddlestone.  It has 


been agreed that Tim Berwick will survey the site to confirm what is required without charge.  


Diana will speak to Councillor Williams and Alison Hodge of WALC to investigate how the grant 


funds should be dealt with. 


Diana reported that the CCT were impressed by the range of organisations and groups committed to 


fund the repair of the steps and felt this could be a model for other projects they are involved with. 


The Council reiterated its thanks and praise for Diana’s efforts in securing significant funding and 


in such a short space of time. 


ACTION: Diana Biddlestone to investigate best approach to banking of grant funds. 


Diana circulated documents relating to fund raising for the steps.  The letters were agreed to be 


suitable without alterations and would be used in a mail drop in the village. David Hutt suggested 


adding a visual representation of progress in accumulating funds. 


The Christmas Cards being sold in aid of the steps appeal have been on sale.  Jill Burgess has been 


selling them in the pub and the cards remain available for purchase at a very reasonable price. 


Bill Heath is thanked for kindly undertaking the printing of the cards.  ACTION:  Clerk to draft a 


letter to Mr Heath to convey the thanks of the Parish Council for printing the Christmas 


cards.  Letter to be emailed to David Hutt for signing and delivery to Mr Heath. 


g.  Upkeep of “Green areas”: 2012/12 contract/s.  The Clerk has sought quotes from three 


contractors.  One quotation had been received and it was decided to retain the current contractor 


who was praised for the quality of his work, his dependability and professionalism in the execution 


of his work in the village.  ACTION: Clerk to confirm contract for green areas. 


Communication/Administration  


h) Community Funding:  No further update. 


i) Superfast Broadband:  The recent mail drop had highlighted the site to register interest in the 


scheme. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Councillor Williams was unable to attend the meeting, having offered 


his apologies at the previous meeting.   







6.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to 
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The clerk confirmed that there would be a public meeting on the 8
th


 December, 2-8pm at Knightcote 


village Hall to consider the Broadview wind farm project.  Posters had been put up to alert 


residents. 


A5 booklet called, “How to respond to planning applications,” to be requested.  ACTION: Clerk 


to request copy of “How to respond to planning applications, document for ADPC. 


Gritting routes were circulated in paper form at the meeting. 


The Olympic Torch run will be at Solihull on 30
th


 June and Coventry n 1
st
 July, day 44 of the route.  


Alastair Whetstone to investigate how close the route will come to Avon Dassett.  ACTION: 


Alastair Whetstone to investigate route of Olympic Torch. 


7.  PLANNING: Diana Biddlestone repeated her declaration of interest in planning application 


11/02462/FUL The Coach House.  At this point in the meeting Diana Biddlestone left the 


discussions and the remaining councillors considered the application.  The comment for submission 


was “No representation.”  ACTION: Clerk to post planning comment on SDC website. 


Extraordinary planning meeting if required set for: Dec 19
th


 2011 


8. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


The financial statement and cheques were proposed by Diana Biddlestone and seconded by Daniel 


Robertson.  Cheques were signed by David Hutt and Alastair Whetstone. 
 


Balance at close of business 30/11/11  
Current Account £2,155.04 


Savings Account £5,777.02 


 


Cheques issued   Cheque No 


H. Hide-Wright (Clerk Expenses)   £32.60  1149    


Sue Harris ( Nov Clean)    £11.00  1150 


Green Area Contractor (church cut)   £75.00  1151 


 


Total Cheques      £118.60 


 


Discussion followed on the formulation of the budget and setting the precept as well as possible 


financial support for the church steps.  Various documents will be sent to Alastair Whetstone and 


David Hutt to assist in the development of the budget and proposed figures circulated before the 


next meeting when the budget and precept will be discussed and agreed.  ACTION: Clerk to send 


budget and precept related documents to Alastair Whetstone and David Hutt. 


Budget update:  The Clerk read the budget update for December 2011 and highlighted the 


following areas: Administration costs are 15% over budget (the legal requirement for a PAYE 


payroll has increased this cost by £13.50 per month and was a cost which commenced after the 


budget was set).  WALC costs are over budget by 81% and is due to training courses for new 


councillors.  The Audit remains 41% over budget due to the costs of the internal audit. 


9.    MEMBER REPORTS : David Hutt commented on the level of reserves held by some Parish 


Councils and its affects upon the availability of funds to all Parish Councils. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 9
th


 January.  Further meetings: 6
th


 Feb, 5
th


 Mar, 2
nd


 Apr, 14
th


 


May, 11
th


 June, 2
nd


 July, 6th Aug, 3
rd


 Sept, 1st Oct, 5
th


 Nov, 3
rd


 Dec. 


Extraordinary planning meeting dates at 7.30pm Reading Room: 23
rd


 Jan, 20
th


 Feb, 19
th


 Mar, 


16
th


 April, 28
th


 May, 25
th


 June, 16
th


 July, 20
th


 Aug, 17
th


 Sept 15
th


 Oct, 19
th


 Nov, 17
th


 Dec.    


Agenda posting dates: 30
th


 Dec, 30
th


 Jan, 27
th


 Feb, 26
th


 Mar, 10
th


 April, 1
st
 June, 25


th
 June, 30


th
 


July, 24
th


 Aug, 26
th


 Sept, 28
th


 Oct, 26
th


 Nov. 


The meeting closed at 9.30pm 
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Monday 6t
h
 June 2011 


 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 


Present:  Councillors David Hutt (DH), Alastair Whetstone, (AW), Kevin Martin (KM), Clerk. 


Public: Daniel Robertson, Jill Burgess, Lily-Hope-Frost, Trevor Gill 


District Councillor: Chris Williams 


1.    APOLOGIES: None  


 2.    DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None   


 3.  ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND CODE OF CONDUCT.  Two people registered interest in 


being co-opted onto ADPC; two others had registered and subsequently withdrawn. 


Daniel Robertson was co-opted onto ADPC.  Daniel Robertson signed the acceptance of office and 


code of conduct.   


Diana Biddlestone was co-opted onto ADPC, unable to attend the meeting she will sign her papers 


at the 4.7.11 meeting when she will then become a fully co-opted member of the council. 


Kevin Martin Submitted his email address which was circulated at the meeting.  It was confirmed 


that he regularly checks emails. 


4. CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Confirmed, signed and dated by DH.   


The clerk sought clarification on who was covering roads, drains and it was confirmed as KM 


The clerk suggested a review of roles at the next meeting as the council would then consist of 5 


members to divide the work between.  This was agreed. ACTION: Clerk to add to agenda. 


 4.    MATTERS ARISING:  


Community 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


KM stated that there was little to report other than a robbery in Warmington.   


The public present made representation that there had been considerable criminal activity in 


Avon Dassett.  On Thursday 2
nd


 June a car was broken into and mobile phone taken.  A house 


had been burgled and a significant amount of property taken.  The building concerned has since 


had extra security fitted.  Villagers are encouraged to be vigilant, lock their properties, garages, 


sheds etc and report any suspicious incidents. 


KM commented that the police only record a crime number and do nothing else. Chris 


Williams and public present challenged this stating examples where individuals had been 


caught, prosecuted and items returned to their owners. 


Councillor Williams noted that the Community forum is being held at the Dassett School on 


Wednesday 8
th


 June, commencing at 6.30pm.  Police are in attendance.  He encouraged 


members of the Council and public to attend and air their concerns and views.  Lily Hope-Frost 


confirmed that she normally attended Forums, would be attending the 8
th
 and could continue to 


attend in her role within Neighbourhood Watch. 


KM said that he would attend.  AW asked KM to let him know if he could not attend as he 


would be willing to go instead.                              ACTION: KM to attend community forum


  


Daniel Robertson asked Lily Hope–Frost if Farm Watch and Neighbourhood Watch work 


together and she confirmed that they did. 


DH confirmed the usefulness of Smart Water.  Jill Burgess confirmed that she still held 8 vials.  


It was agreed that the vials would be delivered to and retained by KM from the 9
th
 June 2011  
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along with the receipt book.  The monies received (£15 per vile) are to be sent to the Police 


Station at Southam.  The contact details were within the pack containing the vials and receipts.  


Trevor Gill was interested in buying a vial.          ACTION: KM to store vials and documents 


Lily Hope-Frost stated that she would not be attending further Parish Council meetings but 


would leave written updates on Neighbourhood Watch and St. John‟s ready for DH to collect 


for presentation at the monthly meetings. 


Roads  


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains:  KM stated that there was nothing to report on this area. 


Jill Burgess gave DH a list of outstanding jobs which needed to be chased up.  Chris Williams 


confirmed that he was due to meet Patch Byrne on the 10
th
 of June and would chase up the 


outstanding maters.                                 ACTION: Chris Williams to chase up road projects.


  


Trevor Gill requested that all the drains in the village to be inspected and jetted each year.  The 


Clerk checked with Chris Williams whether this was possible.  He confirmed that the council 


offers fault resolution but does not inspect and jet drains annually.  Patch Byrne can deal with 


faults.  DH asked KM to look at the condition of all the drains in the village and report back at 


the next meeting. 


ACTION: Kevin Martin to look at condition of drains and report back at next meeting 


Speedaware: AW expressed doubt about the effectiveness of such an initiative and was 


concerned about the cost.  Discussion followed and it was confirmed by Chris Williams that the 


county wide scheme was considered a success in reducing speeds. 


AW supported a 20 mph limit.  Chris Williams said that was not enforceable and that Fenny 


Compton had that limit was because of the school and as part of a pilot scheme. 


Jill Burgess commented that the evidence gathered from Speed Aware could be used to put 


pressure on implementing speed controls. 


It was decided to request 8 half days of Speed Aware.  Daniel Robertson will arrange this with 


Poonam at the Council.  The possibility of positioning Speed Aware at various points in the 


village will be requested.  The clerk gave the relevant papers to DR.                                                             


ACTION: DR to organise Speed Aware dates 


Streetlights – replacement of mercury units: Avon Dassett has 8 mercury lights.  It has 


received an approximate estimate of £100 to replace each lamp which is required by 2015.  It 


was decided to look into replacing 4 lights in 2012 and in 2013 and to request an increased 


precept to assist in funding.  Chris Williams confirmed the precept increases are capped at 


2.5%.                       ACTION: Clerk to enquire about replacing 4 lights in 2012 and 2013.   


Environment/Maintenance  


c) Playground – The delay inn receiving the report was caused by a printing issue.  The report 


was given to AR to review and report back at the next meeting.  Anything above low risk will 


be subject to investigation by ADPC.                                      ACTION: AW to review report 


d) St John‟s: Lily Hope Frost gave an update on the church.  She reminded the meeting that the 


summer party has been cancelled because of safety concerns surrounding the steps.  Despite 


chasing she has not received any further information from Tim Berwick.  Chris Williams 


volunteered to chase the matter up and said that he can chase up any matters with SDC where 


responses were slow or not forthcoming.           ACTION: CW to chase up issue of the steps 


Lily Hope-Frost and the clerk have both been phoning and emailing to organising a strim of the 


churchyard but have been unable to reach anyone.  The churchyard is now seriously overgrown 


and the matter is urgent.  CW offered to chase the matter up.  KM confirmed that the Green 


area contractor will undertake a cut between the 4
th
 and 7


th
 of July. 


                                                                               ACTION: CW to chase cut of churchyard
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The bells will be rung at on the 24
th
 June at 7.30 pm, the 140


th
 Anniversary of the church.      


Lily Hope-Frost had a meeting with Peter Wallace and Gabriella of the Churches Conservation 


Trust.  Gabriella is considering Pete‟s offer, minuted previously, but has commented that it has 


to be a like for like replacement.  The matter is under consideration. 


The church steps need sweeping. 


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟: KM said there was noting to report.   


The contractor continues to undertake a good job for which ADPC is grateful. 


Kevin Martin will look into the cost of purchasing and installing 6 inch oak posts (by Patch 


Byrne) onto the village green to control parking.        ACTION: KM to seek costs of posts   


Communication/Administration  


f) Notice board/s: The board outside the Reading Room is in a poor state.  New boards cost 


£600 - £800 plus installation costs. It was decided to assess the use of the board and possibly 


remove it.  This would leave the new Parish Council notice board and the public notice board 


nearby.  The Parish Council may consider refurbishing the hole in the wall notice board if the 


Reading Room board is not replaced.  ACTION: Clerk to put up note asking for feedback 


g) Standing Order – Quorate.  It was confirmed that ADPC must have at least 3 members 


present at any meeting to make it quorate.  This constitutes a Standing Order for the Council. 


h) Distribution of Roles: It was decided to circulate the list of role and decided which 


councillors took on which roles within the next meeting.     ACTION: Clerk to circulate roles 


g) Website: Balvinder Heran can undertake training now that Francis O‟Neill is no longer with 


the Council.  DH will speak to Diana Biddlestone to see if this is an area she could take on 


rather than Jill burgess and Sarah Richardson carrying on loading documents.  Chris Williams 


commented that it is common practice for Parish Councils to have a “Webmaster” who is not a 


councillor. 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. Community Forum – Just a reminder that the next meeting of the Southam and Feldon 


Community Forum will take place on Wednesday 8th June 2011 in the Dassett School,  Fenny 
Compton.  Community Forums give everyone the opportunity to have their say and to keep up 
to date with what is happening in their community.  It commences at 6.30 p.m. where you can 
speak informally to Officers from your local Fire and Rescue and Police teams.  Councillors 
and Officers from both Warwickshire County and Stratford-on-Avon District Councils will be 
attending.  The meeting on 8th June will be concentrating on Youth Activities, paying particular 
attention in transforming the Youth Service and how it is anticipated that this will affect local 
communities.  The Forum will then commence at 7.00 p.m.  I do hope that Avon Dassett will be 
represented at this event. 


 
Stratford District Council – Since the election there have been changes within the Cabinet at 
Stratford.  Cllr Chris Saint has been elected as Leader.  Whilst I am not in the Cabinet, I have been 
given the post of Chairman of the Eastern Planning Committee.  It is recognized that our planning 
service needs enhancing and you can all expect an significant improvement not only in the time 
taken to determine applications but also with the level of communication.  


6.  CORRESPONDENCE: Paper leaflets and brochures were distributed.  Emailed correspondence 


had been made available to Councillors prior to the meeting.  None had been requested. 


7.  PLANNING:  Notices of Decisions were circulated: 11/808/TREE and 11/00906/TREE 


11/01132/LBC was discussed (Trevor Gill, The Thatches).  A separate meeting on the 13
th
 June, 


7pm at the Reading Rooms was set up in order for Councillors to review the plans online. 


11/00015/FUK: 3 Hill View was discussed following email from Alice Cosnett.  Clerk instructed to 


respond by “No wish for it to go to Committee”.            ACTION: Clerk to register response   
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Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 31/5/11 


Current Account £2,090.00 


Savings Account £5,905.92 


Cheques issued  Cheque No 


WALC  (Training DH and AW)   £ 40.00  1112 


Clerk Expenses     £ 48.35  1113 


W. Sherriff (June coffee Morning)  £   8.79  1114 
S. Harris (May Cleaning)   £  11.00  1115 


Green Area Contractor    £216.00  1116 


E.M. Pogmore (Internal Audit)   £ 80.00  1117 


Total Cheques     £404.14 


 
Income 


Avon Carrow Mgt Comm. Hire of RR     £5.00 Cash.     Cheques proposed DH, seconded KM 


A budget update was read out by the clerk and will be circulated to councillors by email. 


A more details spreadsheet was discussed and Councillors approved the new format produced by 


the Clerk. 


Bank mandate was signed by Daniel Robertson 


Internal Audit: 


The Clerk confirmed that ADPC has passed the internal Audit.  The Auditor had raised several 


matters which were presented along with remedial measures which will be implemented 


immediately. 


Fidelity Insurance: Is being investigated by the Clerk 


A Local Auditor is sought to cut down on time and travel costs 


Annual Parish Meeting: Was confirmed by Chris Williams 


Reconciliation £10 difference 


Burial Register £100 book: Internal Auditor had recommended the purchase of a book.  The clerk 


has since created and scanned a plan onto the computer containing named plots 


Insurance is being investigated for play equipment 


Income and expenditure in book rather than or in addition to spread sheets: was rejected by the 


Councillors as unnecessary 


Correspondence – list what is circulated: This was deemed unnecessary as papers are mainly 


leaflets and emails, the bulk of correspondence, are already listed and circulated 


Planning – write response in minutes and applicants names: Actioned immediately 


AOB to be replaced with Member Reports where decisions can be made.  Actioned immediately 


Buy a Bakers Book (£73.50 free p & p from Waterstones online): Clerk to purchase following 


agreement from Councillors 6.6.11 


SIGNED AUDIT TO GO TO CLEMENT KEYS 10
th
 June 2011 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: It was decided that KM will collect the horse chestnut tree from Jill 


burgess and put it in a field within the village. 


The Clerk confirmed that she had followed instruction and increased the staff budget for 2010/11 


but had failed to implement the increase in pay leading to a shortfall in her pay of £170.71.  Details 


will be circulated to councillors with payment to be made at July meeting. 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING –4
th
 July, 1


st
 Aug, 5


th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec. 


The meeting closed at 9.45 pm  
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AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 


 


Minutes of the Annual Meeting held at the Reading Room on 


Monday 16th May 2011 


 
The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm. 


 


Present:  J Burgess; D Hutt; Lily Hope-Frost, Sarah Rutherford, Helen Hide-Wright 


 
In Attendance:  Jenny Sherriff, Alastair Whetstone, Kevin Martin, Daniel Robertson 


 


1. Apologies: Cllr C Williams 
 


Declaration of Interest: None 


 


2. Confirmation of Minutes:  
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as correct by Jill Burgess and seconded by David 


Hutt; they were then signed by J Burgess.  


 
3. Chair's Report: 


Jill Burgess presented her report – see Appendix 1.   


The Councillors and Clerk expressed their gratitude for the work that she has undertaken on behalf of the 
village. 


 


4. Financial Report: 


See Appendix 2.  Jill Burgess thanked the Clerk for the preparation of Parish Council accounts and 
completion of the year's audit documentation. 


The Clerk presented the financial statement for the year.  Proposed by LHF and seconded by DH. 


 
5. Charities' Report: 


None was presented to the meeting. 


  
6. Election of Officers: 


The following officers’ terms had ceased at the AGM:  Jill Burgess, Sarah Rutherford, Lily hope-Frost.  


Andy Rutherford had resigned from his role earlier in the year. 


 
David Hutt had remained on the council.  Two new councillors joined the council: Alastair Whetstone 


and Kevin Martin. 


 
The election of officers proceeded as follows: 


 


David Hutt stood for Chair of ADPC. Proposed by Alistair Whetstone and seconded by Kevin Martin. 


 
Alastair whetstone stood for Vice0Chair of ADPC.  Proposed by David Hutt, seconded by Kevin Martin. 


 


7. AOB 
 


David Hutt proposed a huge vote of thanks for the councillors who were stepping down from office.  


They were instrumental in creating huge advances in the Parish Council during their terms, set new 
standards and had created clear tracks for subsequent councillors to follow. 


 


The Clerk added her recognition of the Councillors dedication to ADPC, their high professional 


standards, all to the benefit of the residents and village of Avon Dassett.   
 


The meeting closed at 8.15pm. 
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Appendix 1 


 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Chair’s End of Year Report 2010/11 


 


As this will be my last report as Chair of Avon Dassett Parish Council I thought it would be a good 


opportunity to review the previous four years achievements. 


 


The Avon Dassett Parish Plan was published and distributed in February 2008. The information 


contained in this document has been used many times to support projects and funding applications. 


Many of the action plan points have been successfully completed or are actions which are ongoing 


and regularly monitored. 


 


Some of the ongoing actions are: 


 


Playground- thanks to the hard work of Sarah Rutherford the playground continues to develop. A 


further five pieces of equipment were added in the spring of 2011. 


 


Village Design Statement- the team are still working towards the publication of this document. 


The many revisions suggested by Stratford District Council will take some time to achieve but the 


team are hopeful that the task will be completed in the near future. 


 


Housing- To date three pieces of land have been rejected as unsuitable for building affordable 


housing.  


 


Communication- the Parish Council acknowledged the need to improve its communication with 


the parish. More information was made available via village notice boards,  articles in the Compton 


Chronicle, the parish website and displays of information in the Reading Room, at St John the 


Baptist Church and in ‘Village Corner’ at the fete. 


 


We have been extremely fortunate with our applications for grant funding. Between 2007 and 2010 


we were successful in obtaining funds to help with the following projects: the village website, the 


Parish Plan, the welcome pack, a submersible pump, a new notice board, benches and the nature 


area. These improvements to our environment and facilities have been made with no cost to the 


village and we have also managed to reduce the precept. 


 


The village website was launched at the same time as the Parish Plan and has continued to grow and 


develop under the supervision of Sarah Richardson. It is difficult to imagine life without the wealth 


of village and local information it provides at the touch of a button. Our website is used as an 


example of best practice by Stratford District Council and has even featured in the sales brochures 


of village houses. We should be proud that our small village has such a high quality resource. 


 


Regular traffic monitoring has taken place since 2007 and the village was added to the police 


enforcement camera schedule in 2010. The three monthly visits from the SpeedAware team ceased 


in March 2011. The new Parish Council will be considering the possibility of buying this service in 


the future. 


 


Improved communication with Warwickshire Highways Department via a regularly updated 


spreadsheet of local concerns has ensured that any problems with roads and footpaths have been 


dealt with quickly and efficiently.  
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A major success for 2010 was the replacement and refurbishment of the village drains.  A 


completely new highway drainage system with six new gullys was installed between St Joseph’s 


Church and the bus stop and two sections of broken pipe were replaced further up the hill.  All the 


drains were surveyed and jetted. This work has resulted in surface water being removed rapidly 


from the road which has greatly reduced the possibility of flooding. 


 


Due to the ever increasing costs of village maintenance the Parish Council experimented with a 


‘Village Tidy Up Day’ in the autumn of 2008. Villagers were invited to spend a couple of hours 


pruning, weeding or generally tidying the village green areas. This has since become a twice yearly 


event, spring and autumn, with all councillors and an ever changing group of villagers taking part. It 


is amazing how much can be achieved in half a day. Councillors also undertook to walk through the 


village each autumn to look at the green maintenance priorities for the coming year.  


 


Work on the village ‘Nature Area’ commenced in 2009. With the help of grants and the hard work 


of the Probation Service ‘Pay Back’ scheme, councillors and villagers the untidy area around the 


bus stop was transformed from an overgrown, rubbish filled eyesore into a pleasant seating area 


planted with a selection of spring and wild flowers. Two years on this area looks as though it has 


always been there. 


 


More recently the Parish Council has updated the cemetery rules and additionally incorporated 48 


spaces for the burial of cremated remains.  


 


We are grateful to Graham Nabb who, with his team of bell ringers, has undertaken to ring the bells 


of St John the Baptist Church on significant days throughout the year. The bells can be heard on St 


John the Baptist’s day (24
th


 June), and on the day that villagers open their gardens as part of the 


National Gardens Scheme. The bells were also rung for the Christmas Gathering in 2010 which, 


along with the deep snow, added to the magical atmosphere. 


 


Our little village is indebted to many of its residents: the villagers who have taken part in the village 


tidy up days, the members of the Neighbourhood Watch network for their vigilance, Sarah 


Rutherford who has worked so hard to enhance the playground, all the tub waterers and litter 


pickers without whom the village would not look so neat and tidy, Pete Wallace for undertaking 


many of the minor repairs in the Reading Room and everyone who gives their time voluntarily for 


village causes. 


 


Thanks also to Sue Harris for cleaning the Reading Room and to our contractor who maintains the 


village green areas, to Jenny Sherriff for running the monthly coffee mornings and maintaining the 


Reading Room diary, Lily Hope-Frost for opening St John the Baptist for visitors every weekend, 


Sarah Richardson for supervising the village website and Ray Randerson the cemetery warden.  


 


Many thanks also to Chris Williams our District and County Councillor who has provided us with a 


wealth of advice and help over the years. 


 


We have been lucky in the last four years to have two very dedicated and efficient parish clerks, 


Margaret Maughan and Helen Hide- Wright. I would like to thank Helen for her support and advice 


during the last two years and wish her good luck in her continuing work with the new parish 


council. 


 


There have been a few challenges during the four years that the current Parish Council has held 


office but I believe that each challenge has been approached professionally and in accordance with 


the rules which govern us. We have been grateful to Alison Hodge, Secretary of Warwickshire and  
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West Midland Association of Local Councils, for her knowledge and advice on a variety of 


procedural and legal topics. 


 


My final thanks go to my fellow councillors who have assisted and supported me during my three 


years as Parish Council Chair. Our varied skills and knowledge have helped us work well as a team. 


Sadly, we said farewell to Andy last year when his increased work commitments meant that he was 


no longer able to attend meetings regularly. We wish him well in his future career. Particular 


mention must go the Lily Hope-Frost who has been a parish councillor since 1995, undertaking the 


role of vice chair and chair during that time- dedication beyond the call of duty to the village she 


loves. 


 


I have enjoyed my almost six years as a parish councillor working for the village in a formal 


capacity and will continue to play an active part in village life in a more informal way. 


 


The three retiring councillors; Sarah, Lily and I wish David and the new Avon Dassett Parish 


council every success for their time in office. 


 


 


Jill Burgess 


Chair 2010/2011 
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AVON DASSETT PARISH COUNCIL  


ANNUAL MEETING 16 MAY 2011 


 


 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 


 
 Bank Balance @ 31 March 2010:     £5614.36 
 
 Precept for 20010/11:  £7000.00 


 
 Receipts during 2010/11:  £1329.54 
 


 Payments during 2010/11:  £7490.73  
 
 Balance carried forward @ 31 March 2011:  £6453.17 


 
 








Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 5
th


 September 2011 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.        367 


 


1.    APOLOGIES: Kevin Martin, Councillor Chris Williams. 


Present at Meeting: David Hutt, Alastair Whetstone, Diana Biddlestone, Clerk. 


Public: Jill Burgess 


 


2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None 


 


3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Amendment to minutes:  Kevin Martin has 


responsibility for playground NOT Daniel Robertson as stated in August Minutes.  Change in minutes 


made and signed and dated by David Hutt. 


Proposed Daniel Robertson (DR), seconded Alastair Whetstone, signed by David Hutt 


 


4. MATTERS ARISING: 


Community 


 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Note from Lily hope-Frost was read out by David 
Hutt.  There has been a theft of vehicles wheels in the village.  The next Neighbourhood Watch 


Forum will take place at the Primary School, St, James Road, Southam on the 21
st
 September at 


6.30pm.  A Police surgery will take place before the meeting commences. 


 


b) Roads: Daniel Robertson confirmed that Speed Aware will commence on 6.9.11 for a half day and 


there will be a further 3 half-days.  Poonam will send a summary report at the conclusion of the 


speed checks.  DR has reported the brickwork around the drain opposite the old rectory for repair 
and has sought a status report from Patch Byrne on outstanding jobs for ADPC. 


Jill Burgess recommended that the grip at the bottom of the hill is cleared to enable rain water to be 


removed from the road during heavy rainfall.  The nearby ditch was cleaned out as far as the corner of 


the playground as part of the autumn tidy up in October 2010.   


Jill Burgess highlighted the poor state of the footpath outside the RR which is in danger of further 


deterioration if there is a severe winter or heavy rainfall. 


 


c) Drains: ADPC is actively seeking a flood prevention grant to help alleviate the risk and 


consequence of flooding.  Jill Burgess volunteered the following background information on previous 


flood prevention work and investigations: Works were undertaken in May 2010.  A new drainage 
system was installed with 6 new drains.  The old system remained in place to work alongside the new 


system but was cleaned out to increase efficiency.  JB observed that whilst some drains may appear to 


be blocked by leaves a debris, superficial probing will break through the obstruction in most cases if 


people can check nearby drains. 


The drain hotspots are the drains on Church Hill where leaves can form a superficial blockage to the 


drains.  The drains opposite the old Rectory are efficient but will not receive the water if the bank 


encroaches into the road, affecting the route of the water.  The drains at the bottom of the hill are quite 
silted up.  The drain opposite Hill view is currently obliterated with silt and leaves. 


 


A Hydrology report was undertaken by Consulting Engineers.  The report highlighted that there 


were too few ditches in the village and those which exist are in a poor state with little or no capacity.  
The report includes a map plotting the ditches.  David Hutt has an electronic copy of the report. 


On the 21.12.09 in an email from Patch Byrne, he provided advice on who is responsible for ditches and 


confirmed it is a landowner responsibility.  Patch offered to follow up with a letter to the landowner’s 
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JB encouraged the Councillors to include relevant information on the Parish Plan and volunteers who 


are likely to support any flood prevention initiatives within the grant application. 


ACTION: Diana Biddlestone to complete Grant application form. 


ADPC set two Village Tidy up Days: Sat 29
th


 Oct, 10 am (meet at the 


Reading Room) and Sat 3
rd


 December, 10 am (meet at the Reading Room).  


Tasks are likely to include leaf clearance from Church Hill and clearance of 


debris from drains to improve the efficiency of the exiting system. 


 


Environment/Maintenance   


 


DR will speak to Pete Wallace about checking the rotten wood towards the bottom of the window of the 


RR (to the right of the door).   Will also mention refurbishment of bench at bottom of village.   


 


c) Playground: Queen Elizabeth II fields Challenge have sent another email outlining the scheme.  Jill 


Burgess addressed the meeting and outlined the legal issues associated with the scheme as highlighted 


in an email from Alison Hodge of WALC.        


ACTION: Clerk to seek further information on legal position of scheme   


 


d) St John’s: ADPC is actively seeking funding for the replacement of the steps 


leading to St-John’s church.  The costs have been identified as £8,000 for 


concrete steps.  Without new steps access to the church may be restricted or lost.  
In order to achieve this the Parish Council is considering all sources of funding. DR has been in touch 


with Churches Conservation Trust and established that there are no funds available for the church steps.  


The Council are also unable to fund the replacement of the steps. Diana Biddlestone explained that the 
Community Funding may be able to assist.  ADPC will need to provide some funds/volunteers/prove 


the building resource is part of the parish plan in order to qualify for consideration.  Diana Biddlestone 


thought the grant should be applied for and will fill in the forms.  DB will also seek support from the 
Fete Committee.  Once support from within the village is secured the Parish Council will contact the 


Churches Conservation Trust and Council to see if they will match pledges made.  


ACTION: Diana Biddlestone to complete grant application form and speak to Fete Committee. 


Jill Burgess suggested searching on the internet for Parish Council Grants or Community Grants and 
specifically mentioned Biffa and Lottery Funding. 


 


e) Upkeep of ‘green areas’  The current contractor was praised for his work and recent cost saving 
decision when a cut was delayed until further in the season as it was not deemed necessary. 


The Clerk reported that the waste bin near the bus stop will soon be replaced as a new metal liner could 


not be sourced.  The Council had mentioned the possibility of removing the dog waste bin as a cost 
saving measure.  The Clerk had informed the Council that the removal of the bin could cause problems 


for the numerous dog owners in the village and that any plans to remove it should be discussed with 


ADPC before action is taken. 


Jill Burges addressed the meeting about the Green Areas and quoted from the Parish Plan. She outlined 
the rationale for putting tubs on verges and the village green to stop cars parking on them, the cars then 


causing unsightly damage.  Unfortunately since the installation of the tubs, some of the people who 


were maintaining them initially are no longer living in the village and the maintenance has fallen to the 


PC.  Jill Burgess suggested that volunteers are sought to maintain the tubs and 


flower beds or remove the beds and replace with grass.   


Jill burgess commented that St John the Baptist’s Graveyard at is looking shabby and requested a cut of 
the area with the Council due to make a cut in November.  


ACTION: Clerk to contact contractor and Council to organise cuts.  
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Jill burgess spoke about the advantages of using the Community Payback Scheme to undertake projects 


in the village.  JB will send details to Diana Biddlestone. 


Reminder to villagers to cut back or remove any branches overhanging 


pavements which may cause an obstruction or fall in high winds.   


Communication/Administration  


Diana Biddlestone spoke about Member Community funding and outlined the scheme whereby up to 


two Parish Councillors can apply for a maximum of £1k each for specific projects.  It was decided to 


seek funding for the history Group and the Green Area flower displays.  ACTION: Diana Biddlestone 


will download application form and see if history group will fit the criteria, ditto flower tubs. 


 


Parish Plan:  Jill Burgess addressed the meeting to highlight the background to and need to reference 
the Parish Plan within decision of the Parish Council. The Clerk reassured Ms Burges that the 


Councillors and Clerk had copies of the plan which hey had read and brought to meetings in order to 


facilitate input from the report on decisions made.  Jill burgess went on to highlight the update of the 
Welcome Pack, which is due in the New Year.  David Hutt said that he would take responsibility for the 


Parish Plan within ADPC. 


Jill Burgess reminded David Hutt that his profile needs updating on the website.    


ACTION: David Hutt 


 


Parish Website: Jill spoke about the Parish Website and explained that it was set up in 2008 with grant 


funds of £5k.  It has since been held up as “best practice” and it is vital that this well used facility 
continues to be maintained for the benefit of communications.  David Hutt thanked Jill Burgess and 


Sarah Richardson for all of their work on the website and their willingness to continue in their role of 


managing the website. 


 


Remembrance Day:  Jill Burgess explained that historically the wreath has been purchased by the 


Parish Council and laid by the chair of the Council at the service. 


 


Christmas Cards:  Jill Burgess explained that Christmas cards are normally produced by ADPC for a 


small profit.  The Clerk suggested seeking photographs of St John’s with all proceeds to go towards the 


steps.  This was accepted.  Jill Burgess was asked if she was able to undertake this project and copy in 
the council so that they could run it the following year.  This was accepted and ADPC thanked Jill for 


taking on this work. 


 


Christmas Gathering:  Jill Burgess explained that this alternates between St John’s and St Joseph’s.  
This year it is due to be held at St Joseph’s.  On the last two occasions that the gathering was held at St 


John the Baptist’s the pre-church drinks were funded by ADPC.  ADPC will need to co-ordinate this 


event with the fete committee who host the children’s party in the Reading room afterwards. 


 


f) Notice board/s: Item carried forward to October meeting 


 


g) Post Office. The Clerk confirmed that Larry Chennery will continue to operate 


the Post Office until solicitors have resolved legal issues when the service will 


continue with a new post master. 


 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS:  Chris Williams was not present at the meeting so mo reports were recorded. 
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6.CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


A letter was read out from Mrs L. M Cooper outlining a problem with a pothole (No 284696) 0.3 miles 
from the signpost on the Avon Dassett to Farnborough Road.  The Clerk confirmed that she would contact 


Mrs Cooper and confirm that potholes are reported on an ongoing basis and that villagers are encouraged to 


report them also.       ACTION: Clerk to respond to letter and send details to Daniel Robertson in 


order that pothole can be repaired if still required. 


 


Queens Golden Jubilee Beacon: Daniel Robertson looking into this.  ACTION: Daniel Robertson 


 


WALC AGM:  Details given to Diana Biddlestone who may attend. 


 


7. PLANNING  


Notice of planning decision: No 3 park Drive Cottages: Planning permission with conditions. 


 


8. FINANCIAL STATEMENT September 2011 


 


Balance at close of business 31/8/11  
Current Account £1,762.20 
Savings Account £4,426.60 


Cheques issued Cheque No 


H. Hide-Wright (Clerk Expenses) £12.20 1131    


J. Sherriff (Aug coffee morning)  £10.07 1132 
Clement Keys (Audit Fee)   £144.00 1133 


Green Area Contractor   £216.00 1134 


Sue Harris (Jul and Aug cleaning) £23.32 1135 
Diana Biddlestone (RR Keys)  £10.00 1136 


Total Cheques    £415.59 


 


Income 
Hire of Reading Room   £  5.00 


 


Cheques were proposed by David Hutt and signed by Alastair Whetstone, David Hutt and Diana Biddlestone 


 


9.    MEMBER REPORTS: Bin was removed from Reading Room.  Anyone using the Reading 


Room will need to take their rubbish away for disposal as there is no longer a 


waste collection from the building.   


Questionnaire on travellers and showmen was carried forward to next meeting. 


 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None.  


 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 3
rd


 Oct, 7
th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec.  


 


The meeting closed at 10.10 pm 








Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council     


Monday 6th January 2011


APOLOGIES: For late attendance Sarah Richardson. 3381.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – None.2.
CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING : Were accepted in full and signed 
by JB.


3.


MATTERS ARISING:    ACTION    4.
Community (LHF)
Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Little to report in the immediate 
area. Two youths from Fenny Compton have been prosecuted for burglary.


a)


Roads (JB)
Traffic, Roads and Drains: Traffic and drains- nothing to reportb)
Roads- the grit bins have been re-filled. Awaiting leaflets regarding clearing of 
snow which will be distributed through village.


Arlescote grit bin - loss of bin reported to Patch Byrne and Rod Joy on 23/12. 
Awaiting information with regard to suitable site for new bin and way of fixing it 
more permanently. A replacement will be sought.    ACTION: SR
JB will seek advice on the position of the new bin from Patch Byrne. ACTON: 
JB


7.40 pm SR arrived at meeting.
Environment/Maintenance (DH/AR to lead)
c) Playground: No update. LHF will seek an update from Sarah Rutherford in 
time for the next meeting. ACTION: LHF


ACTION LHF


Maintenance of RR- Pete Wallace will look at repairing the window when the 
weather gets better. Steve Mullane has mended the bulge in the RR floor. He 
found condensation under the boards and noted that they were not secured 
properly. He has screwed the boards down and the floor is now sound. There was 
no sign of rot or damp. Thanks to Steve Mullane for his work. Suggest we buy a 
mat for the door area as the floor gets very slippery when wet. LHF has identified 
a suitable non-slip mat and will purchase on behalf of ADPC.


Pete Wallace will give the old bench a spruce up when the weather improves            
d) St John‟s: LHF reported that the collection from the Christmas event at St 
John the Baptist had raised £100 towards The Churches Conservation Trust. 


Church signage at bottom of village has been organised and installed courtesy of 
The Churches Conservation Trust.


LHF read a letter from the Churches conservation Trust regarding holding a mid-
summer tea party in aid of the CCT. After discussion it was decided to go ahead 
and hold an event on the 25th June, 3pm to 5 pm at St. John‟s. It is hoped that 
Graham Nabb will ring the church bells. It is also hoped that there will be an 
exhibition of village history, crafts for sale, exhibitions by local groups such as 
the fete committee, Feldon Archeology, Abacus pre school nursery, The 
Gardening Club and other local groups.


ACTION: HHW to contact Abacus


LHF will request a “Party Pack” and advertise event in Compton Chronicle. 
ACTION: LHF


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟: Nothing to report.         389    
f) Cemetery
Quote from Tony Buckingham for redrawing cemetery plans- £50 acceptable.
Plots for cremated remains would measure 2ft square in accordance with normal 
practice. These dimensions will go onto the updated plans.


Communication/Administration
Website- suggest that we add snow warden info. 
HHW to undertake website training at SDC on 11.1.11.
The census has been advertised on the ADPC website.
The Snow warden has been noted on the website. 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.


14 January 2011


14:01
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The Snow warden has been noted on the website. 
SR to install a link to met office website from ADPC website.
Localism Bill summary by WALC will be entered onto website.    ACTION: SR


5. COUNCIL REPORTS
Fiscal Matters – The County Council is well on the way to setting next year‟s budget. I can 
confirm that the County Council will not be increasing the Council Tax higher than that set 
last year. We are now reaching the Public Consultation stage where various options outlined 
last month will be considered. Over the next four years the County Council will have to 
operate with some £100 million less than is currently available. We have already identified 
£40 million of savings but the remaining £60 million is painful and regrettable. In 
November, some 1850 members of staff were placed on notice that their employment might 
be subject to redundancy. It is hoped that when this exercise is completed the County 
Council will still provide a service that is appreciated by everyone. 


1.


High Speed Rail – The HS2 saga has recently crystallized with the Prime Minister coming 
out in support of the project. The County Council debated the subject of HS2 on Tuesday 
14th December and took a similar view in opposing the project on environmental grounds to 
most District Councils. There does appear to be an inevitability that the line will be 
constructed and all authorities are striving to ensure that the impact to the environment will 
be kept to a minimum.


2.


6. CORRESPONDENCE: Was distributed. 
Andy Rutherford has confirmed his resignation in a letter given to the Clerk for the 
records. JB will write to thank Andy for the work he has done with us and on behalf of 
the village since he joined the PC.                                 ACTION: JB.
The vacancy left by this resignation will be carried over to the election in May 2011.
7. PLANNING: Kennels at Warmington: re state previous comments
Old School: Erection of detached garage: No representation
It was noted that the online plans for the Old school were of a poor visibility.
8. FINANCIAL STATEMENT    390
Balance at close of business 31/12/10
Current Account    £1,206.79
Savings Account    £6,954.63
Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)        Cheque No
Clerk (December)    £181.47        1076
Lily Hope-Frost (AD Christmas Party)    £181.50        1077
Sue Harris (Dec Cleaning)    £10.60        1078
W. Sherriff (December)    £12.19        1079
W. Sherriff (January)    £5.62        1080
Total cheques    £391.38


Income
Christmas cards    £20.90
Sale of donated Worrall items    £17.20
Total     £38.10
Cheques were proposed by JB and seconded by SR.
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Clerks holidays- Clerk has had difficulties in taking holidays. It has been suggested she 
forward mail to Sarah and JB to action anything that needs urgent attention


LHF, JB and SR all highlighted that they will not stand for re-election at the election in 
May 2011.


10. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 7th Feb, 7th Mar, 4th April, 16th May, 6th June, 4th


July, 1st Aug, 5th Sept, 3rd Oct, 7th Nov, 5th Dec.


The meeting closed at 9.55 pm.


Planning Applications – As from 1st January 2011 all planning applications from Stratford 
District Council to the Parish Clerk will be sent electronically. This is a practice adopted by 
many authorities and does lead to a considerably saving in cost. Parish Councillors, ideally, 
will receive electronic copies forwarded by the Clerk.


3.
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  Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council                         
Monday 16t


h
 May 2011 


 


The meeting commenced at 8.15 pm following on from the AGM. 


Councillors present:  David Hutt (DH), Alastair Whestone (AW), Kevin Martin (KM). 


Public:  Jill Burgess (JB), Sarah Richardson (SR), Lily-Hope-Frost (KHF), Daniel Robertson (DR), Jenny 


Sherriff (JS). 


  


1.    APOLOGIES: Councillor Chris Williams  


 2.    DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None  


 3.  ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND CODE OF CONDUCT: DH, AW and KM signed the following 


documents: 


   a. Declaration of acceptance of office 


   b. Acceptance of Office 


   c. Declaration of Financial Interest 


 


 4.    CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: LHF asked that a note been made that the cheque, outlined 


in the minutes for £7.63 included the non-slip mat in the Reading Room.  The minutes were signed by DH.  


 4.    MATTERS ARISING:  


Community 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:   


LHF reported that a local youth who has caused problems in the past, has been spotted driving a variety of 


cars in a very poor manner in the locality. 


LHF reported that there had been a break-in and theft of the copper heating cisterns from the affordable 


housing which is currently under construction in Fenny Compton. 


Roads  


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains 


JB said that the Speedaware programme has come to an end.  The service has offered to do a package of 


speed checks at £250 for a campaign over a 2 week period.  It has been noted that speed levels can vary 


according to the time of day as does the volume of traffic.  


                                   ACTION: ADPC to consider the Speed aware package at next meeting 


 


Roads- JB reported that the speed sign on Farnborough Lane has been replaced.  Potholes remain with JB 


suggesting that DH chase up Patch Byrne with the list she has supplied.  ACTION: DH 


 


Drains – Nothing to report. 


Grit bin – JB confirmed that the replacement grit bin has been sited at the Arlescote junction. The bin has 


been secured in position and marked as “property of ADPC”.  JB recommended that this mark is renewed 


periodically as it will fade over time. 


Streetlights – It has been confirmed that ADPC needs to replace 8 mercury lights by 2015. 


                                                                 ACTION: Clerk to chase up estimate for replacement 


 







Environment/Maintenance     353 


c) Playground: No report.                                          ACTION: Clerk to chase up inspection report 


d) St John‟s: LHF has had to cancel the tea party because of the condition of the steps up to the church.  


She has been to a site meeting with Tim Berwick.  There has been no further word on the works or 


confirmation of costings.  LHF will continue to chase Time Berwick for a progress report.  DH requested 


that he is copied into these email and LHF confirmed this would be the case. 


Graham Nabb will be ringing the bells on the 24
th


 June, 7pm. 


Sunday 10
th
 June – Open Gardens.  


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟ – a member of the public requested a cut of the churchyard in the next few days. 


It was concluded that with the DC offering 2 cuts per year, they would be requested to make these cuts now 


and T THE END OF October with the ADOC contractors undertaking cuts in between when required.  


 ACTION: KM to contact the green area contractor to discuss the cost of a cut 1st wk in July  


ACTION: LHF to email HW the details of the council contacts who oversee the churchyard cuts 


It was agreed that the contractor continues to do a great job and he is thanked for his efforts. 


- Village Tidy Up – LHF commented that there had been fewer people to help at this event than 


previously but that the details had not reached the Compton chronicle in time.  Despite this the team 


have worked on a number of areas with great results.  Everyone is thanked for their contribution to the 


event. 


Some discussion took place about the leaf fall onto the pavement opposite St John‟s church.  With a kerb 


sweep every 10 weeks, it was proposed that the leaves currently on the pavement should be blown into the 


road to be swept away at the next sweep (around the end of May).  SR confirmed that a calendar for 


sweeping is online.                                                                   AW to clear leaves in time for sweeping 


 


AW suggested greater publicity for village tidy up events in the future. 


JB confirmed she now has a horse chestnut tree which has been donated.  It was concluded that the play 


area could be a possible site.  HHW to liaise with Sarah Rutherford to discuss the matter. 


                                                                                                         ACTION: Clerk to contact SR 


IT was felt that the tubs would need topping up with compost (currently being stored at the Limes) and 


fresh plants.  DH will speak to Sue Harris about purchasing some geranium and busy Lizzies.  


                                                                                              ACTION: DH to speak to Sue Harris 


 


RR Fire: JB has located some spare parts which might be suitable for the repair of the fire.  


Communication/Administration  


f) Organisation of new Parish Council/roles and responsibilities: 


JB, SR and LHF offered their ongoing assistance to the PC.  The council thanked them and accepted this 


offer.  SR and JB will continue to deal with the website and will therefore keep the PC laptop in order to 


undertake this role.  LHF will continue her role as Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator. 


SR noted that it is the PC‟s responsibility to monitor expenditure to budget.  SR has previously set the 


budget with input from the Clerk. 


Policing: KM (w LHF) 


Traffic, roads and drains: KM 


Play area: Sarah Rutherford 


St John‟s: Daniel Robertson (if successful in co-option) w LHF 


Green Areas and tubs: KM 







Planning: all PC‟s.  PCs were encouraged to check the website each week.    354 


Finance: AW  


g) Website - AW will liaise with SR on the content of the website.  SR offered to show AW and other 


councillors how the website works                                         ACTION: AW to contact SR re website 


 


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS – Were read out by the clerk as the Councillor was unable to attend the meeting.  
 


1. Library Review – The Review of the Library Service is gathering pace and a Public Meeting was held in Kineton 
last Friday and residents are considering putting together a business plan where they can effectively still provide a 


book lending service with the cooperation of the Village Hall.  There is a meeting this Wednesday in the Fire Station 


at Southam 7.00 p.m. where a similar debate will take place not that Southam Library is closing but it will operate 


with reduced hours.  The main concern is the reduction of the Mobile Library Service and the debate will be around 
how the Mobile Library can provide better value for money working on the principal of altering routes and attending 


villages at a time when more of the population is at home rather than at school or work. 


 
2. Stratford District Council Election – For the last month the District Council‟s elections have been the main 


exercise for the authority.  The elections on 5
th
 May 2011 resulted in a higher than average turnout.  In Avon Dassett 


100 people voted representing a turnout of 62.5%. The political balance at the District Council has altered slightly 
and as the Conservatives increased their overall majority by 2, the new balance is as follows: 


 


Conservative  34 


Lib Dem  16 
Independent               3 


 


Fenny Compton Ward overall turnout 55.4% 
 


The result was:   Chris Williams   695 


      David Booth  366 


    Majority 329 
 


3. Referendum – In addition to the District Council Election, a National Referendum was held regarding a proposal to 


change the voting procedure.  In the West Midlands area the turnout was 50.1% and by a ratio of 3:1 the proposal 
was rejected. 


 


6.  CORRESPONDENCE – Was circulated.  D Hutt explained to the new councillors that prior to each meeting 


the clerk produces a list of correspondence in order that they can request to see any items. 


JB recommended that Councillors always read the emails from Alison Hodge as they often contain new 


procedures and legal obligations or rulings. 


WALC training 16
th


 July: DH wishes to be booked on.  Other Councillors to consider going to this training for 


new councillors. 


ACTION: Clerk to book a place, other councillors to consider which session they wish to attend 


7. PLANNING- the Clerk had highlighted a training workshop and all the Councillors have confirmed that 


they will attend. 


DH explained that sometimes planning meetings were held outside normal meeting dates in order to meet 


planning deadlines. 


The councillors considered the letter outlining the sale of DC land.  Kevin Martin declared an interest due to the 


location of this land close to his property. 


11/01007/TREE – No representation. 


                 ACTION: Clerk to contact council highlighting that the land is in fact the entrance to a field 


 


 


 







8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT   355 


 Accounts for Payment 


Appendix A 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT May 2011 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 30/4/11 


Current Account £1,257.75 


Savings Account £5,205.4 


Cheques issued (Prepared prior to meeting)  Cheque No 


The following cheques were cancelled: 


 


1101, 1102, 1103 
 


1.5.11 N Power    17.08  1104*   


1.5.11 N Power    16.77  1105* 


1.5.11 N Power    499.45 1106* 
Total A      533.30 


 


* these cheques were issued prior to the meeting by JB and LHF as they were due 


before the meeting date 
 


The following cheques were issued at the special meeting on the 9.5.11.  Present: Clerk, 


DH, SR, LHF.  Apologies JB. 


 


Cheques proposed SR, Seconded LHF.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm and closed 
at 7.45pm. 


 


9.5.11 H Hide-Wright (Clerk April) 212.11 1107 


9.5.11 Mowing Contractor  216.00 1108 
9.5.11 W. Sherriff (May)      8.60 1109  


9.5.11 W. Sherriff (April)      6.35 1110 


9.5.11 S. Harris (April Cleaning)  11.00 1111 


Total B      454.06 
 


Total Cheques Issued A & B   986.36    


 
Income 
Nil 


 


-   Signing bank mandate. The parish councillors signed the ban mandate in order to make changes to 


signatories.  Remains that two signatures are needed to issue cheques. 


9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: LHF complained abut the state of the village green with the gnome.  She 


recommended re-turfing the area and installing posts in order to stop people parking on the grass.  The area is 


PC responsibility.  DH to seek a quote for work and material.   ACTION: DH 


SR requested digital photographs and a short piece outlining the interests of the new councillors and the Clerk.  


JB commented that previously councillors had committed to put the details about themselves into the Compton 


chronicle.                                                                           ACTION: Councillors and Clerk 


 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC - None 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING –6
th
 June, 4


th
 July, 1


st
 Aug, 5


th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec. 


 


The meeting closed at 9.40 pm 
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Minutes of Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Monday 4th July 2011 


 


The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 


1.    APOLOGIES: Diana Biddlestone  


Present at Meeting: David Hutt, Kevin Martin, Alastair Whetstone, Clerk, Councillor Williams. 


Public arrived for planning section of meeting only:  Roger Wood, Mr and Mrs Parks, David Wilson. 


 2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: Daniel Robertson: Planning application 11/01189/LBC & LBC 


 3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Proposed Kevin Martin (KM), Seconded Daniel 
Robertson (DR). Signed by David Hutt 


4. MATTERS ARISING: 


It was decided to postpone the division of roles between councillors until the August meeting in order that 
Diana Biddlestone can be present. 


David Hutt will be the ADPC key holder for the Reading Room and contact point for Stratford District 


Council.                                                                            ACTION: Clerk to inform Graham Raspin 


Community 


a) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch 


DH reported that there was no further update from Lily Hope-Frost.  


Roads  


b) Traffic, Roads and Drains: KM reported that he will clean the main drain at the top of the hill 


shortly. All other drains have been viewed and appear to be fine. 


Alistair Whetstone reported that he had contact the council and been told that the roads were swept on a 
4 week cycle, had been given the rota of cleaning dates and on that basis had swept the debris on the 


pavement onto the road for cleaning away.  The road sweeper has still not been through the village and 


the debris remains in the road.  Councillor Williams agreed to chase up this matter and commented that 


the roads are not swept every 4 weeks but are done less frequently.  AW will forward all related emails 
to CW.                   ACTION: AW to forward emails to CW.  CW to expedite council road sweeping


  


Speedaware: Daniel Robertson as been in communication with Poonam and has completed the form to 
book Speed Aware. Once the payment is received by the Council, dates will be booked.  DR will 


request speed checks in the middle of the village as well as at the top of the hill. 


AW asked CW if ADPC could put up a recommended speed in the village.  CW said that this would not 


be permissible. 


Streetlights – AW met with Annette Mackie, walked through the village and examined the lights.  Of 


the 12 lights, 8 will require work before 2015.  Although AW recommended the replacement of al of the 


lights, the cost was prohibitive at around £1,500 each.  It was decided to replace 4 of the mercury lights 
in 2012/13 and the other 4 in 2013/14.  The Council agreed to try to increase the precept for those years 


to cover the cost of this project. 


CW explained that under the Localism Bill, precept will be capped at a 2.5% increase each year and that 
the precept was taxation gathered from resident to be spent on local services.  The clerk confirmed that 


the precept was currently £7,000.   


CW confirmed that there would not be any grants available to assist in the funding of the lights but that 


SDC has significantly reduced its lighting maintenance costs. 


Environment/Maintenance  


c) Playground – Kevin Martin confirmed that he had retained the playground safety report from the last 


meeting, not AW as stated in the minutes.  KW has read through the report and will be undertaking 
remedial repairs to the equipment as highlighted in the report. He will update the Council at the next 


meeting.  AW asked Km to let him know if he needed assistance in undertaking any of the work. 







ACTION: KM to undertake repairs on play equipment and report back to Council at next mtg. 
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Clerk confirmed that she had spoken to Zurich Insurance and had received a quotation for liability 
insurance on the £12k of equipment installed over the past few months.  It was agreed to pay for this 


cover and have insurance cover immediately. 


d) St John‟s: The grass in churchyard has now been cut.  CW commented that the Council undertakes a 
couple of cuts per year and that ADPC were responsible for other cuts. 


CW confirmed that the steps are considered dangerous and if they deteriorate much further, will have to 


be closed.  In the meantime the signs advising people of the dangerous state of the steps will have to 
stay in place. WDC has no money to fund the repair of the steps.  Daniel Robertson will enquire, via 


Lily Hope-Frost, whether the Churches Conservation Trust would be able to fund the repairs. 


                                                                    ACTION: Daniel Robertson to contact Lily Hope-Frost.


  


e) Upkeep of „green areas‟: Km has been looking into installing posts on the village green.  He will 


report back to the Council on costing of alternative approaches including undertaking the work himself.                                          


                                                                                                                                    ACTION: KM 


Communication/Administration  


f) Notice board/s: The Clerk read the one piece of feedback she had received from the public on the 


future of the notice board outside the Reading Room.  With the cost of replacement at around £800 it 
was agreed to remove the old board and not to replace it. 


                                                                     ACTION: Daniel Robertson will remove Notice Board 


g) Insurance – the Clerk confirmed that the play equipment is self insured by ADPC and that the new 


£12 of equipment was now incurred for an increase in premium of £94.77. 


h)  Reading Room Bins:  It was decided to stop using the wheelie bins.  The council have been told to 


cease collections.  The clerk passed on a letter to Jenny Sherriff who takes bookings for the Reading 


Room asking her to let hirers know that they had to take their refuse home with them.  


5.  COUNCIL REPORTS 


1. Fiscal Matters – The County is presently implementing recommendations made in the last 


budget.  The object of the exercise is to save some £64 million over the next three years.  Two 
items of local interest are the Library Service and transformation of Youth Activities in the 
County.  Consultation ended last week for the Library Service and we have already received 
16 interests from various communities to process a business plan to transfer the operation of 
local libraries into the ownership of the communities.  This response far exceeded our 
expectations and if implemented will mean that no actual libraries will be lost to the community.  
There also appears to be little resistance to altering the hours of opening and adapting major 
libraries into greater community use facilities. 


 


2. Youth Service Transformation – The transformation of the Youth Service has been generally 
well received and it does appear that throughout the County only two Youth Clubs will cease to 
operate but, I stress, alternative facilities with nearby Youth Clubs will allow for a merger of 
these threatened Youth facilities.  As with the Library Service local communities have shown 
interest in taking over the responsibilities of organising the Youth Service from the County 
Council.  This will require transferring of leases etc to new organisations but will provide 
important savings for the County Council.  Within our own area the Youth Club in Kineton will 
transfer to the Secondary School; the Youth Club in Southam will transfer to the 
Congregational Church whilst the Youth Club in Lighthorne Heath is recognised as being a 
Centre for Excellence and will continue to be operated by the local community with funding 
through Orbit Housing. 
 


3. Stratford District Council – Since the election there have been changes within the political 


administration at Stratford.  There has been a change in representation.  The Conservative 
majority has been increased by 2.  Cllr Chris Saint has been elected as Leader and you may 
recall that he was Leader a few years ago so he knows his way around the block.  I have been 
given the post of Chairman of the Eastern Planning Committee.  It is recognised that our 
planning service needs enhancing and you can all expect a significant improvement not only in 







the time taken to determine applications but also with the level of communication.  I am part of 
a small working party whose task is to deliver an improved planning service. 


 


4.  Police – The following changes have been implemented.     362 


 
(1) The annual budget for the Police has been reduced by £22 million to £80 million.  


This budget reduction has resulted in a major reorganisation of the Police in 
Warwickshire. 


(2) Approximately 400 police will be leaving the service. 
(3) The number of Police Stations in Warwickshire has been significantly reduced.  In 


our area the Police Stations at Southam, Wellesbourne and Shipston will be 
closed. 


(4) Regular Police Officers will only be involved in crime detection, not community 
policing.  It is likely that the only police the public will be involved with are the 
PCSOs who will be actively involved in community policing.  Unless you are 
actually witnessing an incident when you should still dial 999, the way to contact 
the Police is to phone 01926 415000 and speak to the Duty Officer. 
 


At a local level, at a recent meeting of the Community Forum held in Fenny Compton the local 
Police were criticised for not being responsive to Anti-Social Behaviour within Fenny 
Compton.   Households in the village received leaflets from the Safer Neighbourhood Team 
reminding people always to report incidents of anti-social behaviour.  Anti-social behaviour is 
not tolerated and the Police need residents to report any incidents of anti-social behaviour. 
  


6.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Electronic mail circulated prior to meeting. 


DH to receive a copy of Clerk‟s pay advice to Douglas Tonks. 


HHW will ask Bill Robinson to undertake the 2012 Audit based on his competitive quotation. 


HHW confirmed that Councillors were happy to bank and hold the £200 cheque received from Keith Hicks 


for neighbourhood Watch.  CW confirmed that the monies had to be spent on Neighbourhood watch 


initiatives in the village. 


7.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests restated by Daniel Robertson who left the meeting during the 


relevant section). 


11/01189/LBC & LBC Ray Randerson, 3 Park Drive Cottages; alter existing staircase and associated 
partitions (amendment to 10/02024/LB): “Make No Representations.” 


11/01333/FUL Mr and Mrs Anthony Deeming, Orchard Cottage, Proposed erection of porch to front and 


erection of conservatory to the rear.  “Make No Representations.” 


11/01471/FUL & LBC Mr Anthony Perks, St Joseph‟s Cottage, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AR.  Proposed 
reconstruction of front wall and gable.  Demolish existing outbuildings and replace with single storey rear 


extension.  Insertion of roof lights to front elevation.  Roger Wood addressed the meeting, talked the 


Councillors through the planned changes and showed them a large plan of the works.  “Make No 
Representations.” 


Notice of Decisions:  


11/00800/TREE: 4 Park Drive.  Permission with conditions 


11/00015/FUL: 3 Hill view.  Permission with conditions 


8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT July 2011 


Avon Dassett Parish Council 


Balance at close of business 30/6/11 


Current Account £1,319.94 


Savings Account £5,906.17 


 


Cheques issued  Cheque No 


Sue Harris (June Cleaning)  £  11.00   1118 


Sue Harris (Plants for tubs)  £  31.00   1119 
H. Hide-Wright (Clerk Expenses) £  41.43   1120 


SDC (Uncontested election)  £100.00   1121 


WCC (Speedaware)   £250.00   1122 







Clerk (Underpayment 2010/11)  £170.71   1123 


Zurich (Extra Play Equip. Ins)  £  94.77   1024 


Green Area Contractor   £196.00   1025 
Chubb     £105.73   1026    p363 


 


Total Cheques    £1,000.64 


Income 


Hire of Cemetery Car Park by Avon Public House  £30.00 Cash (delivered by Daniel Robertson) 


Neighbourhood Watch (from Keith Hicks) £200.00 cheque 
 


9.    MEMBER REPORTS  


Daniel Robertson sought feedback on the possibly installation of a combination lock onto the cemetery car-


park.  It was felt that this was a good idea.  The Clerk asked to know the combination in order to inform the 
green area contractor and the person currently grassing sheep on the land. 


Clerk to ensure sheep are clear of the cemetery car-park for Open Gardens on the 10
th
 and 17


th
 July. 


ACTION: Clerk to notify clearance of car –park. 


Gardening club will be approached to supply flowers and possibly the upkeep of the village tubs.  ACTION: 


AW 


10.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 


11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 1
st
 Aug, 5


th
 Sept, 3


rd
 Oct, 7


th
 Nov, 5


th
 Dec.  


 


The meeting closed at 9.20 pm 





